


















Glenn - 3/11/81 10 

she had trouble with 85% oft-he words. She had never given a speech in 

her life on any subject, at any length at any time. In school, you remember, 

she used to be excused from speaking. She was bound and determined she was 

going to make campaign speeches last year. So she got a little five minute 

speech on a card and we practiced it and practiced it. It was like climbing 

Mount Everest for her. She gave it on Memorial Day at some observance, a 

speech so short nobody would notice it. It was a wonderful thing. Later on, 

she gave" 20 minute speeches. And the most thrilling thing of all was the 

letters she got from allover the country saying that she had given them 

hope." 

At the Great Lakes Maritime Day Breakfast, I noticed a "-House-Senate 

difference. There were 8 Congressmen and one Senator present. Someone 

at each table introduced the �c�o�n�g�~�e�s�s�m�a�n� and Senator Percy (and the office 

aides of the congressmen or senators) and after all the introductions, there 

was a general applause. Whereupon the MC said "We are honored to have such 

a good representation of public officials, especially by the presence of 

u.S. Senator Charles Percy of Illinois." Then he got a big round of applause. 

Then after two speakers, he was asked to say a few words--and he was not on 

the program at all. He said he had been taught the meaning of clout by 

Mayor Daly and was going to use it on behalf of Great Lakes shipping. Said 

he had spoken to Haig about getting Canadians to agree to keep the lakes 

open 11 months a year (applause). Said he had to go "wtl:i the gavel" in 

the Senate and he left - more applause. The eight congressmen sat there and 

were blanketed by Percy. I talked about it with Dan Doherty on the walk 

back. He thought it was numbers, tradition, and sense of distance people 

feel toward Senator back home that accounted for it. Some multiple of 

size of body and size of constituency, taken together, might capture it. 
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A rareness in Washington plus lack of familiarity back home measure? 

Glenn has a framed hand printed letter from a kid on the table next to 

his desk. At the top of the letter it says "Eloy Rodriquex" and it read 

"Dear Cro~gress, Thank you for all you gave us. But we-·want more money." I 

laughed and he said "Dear Crongress--that sums up so much of what Washington 

is about that I just had to frame it. It came from Toledo." 

He and the Dayton woman, a County Commissioner, Paul~ ---- talked about 

getting him figures so he could make case that they save more money than they 

spend. She said) "There is this mania out here. Everyone wants to cut every­

thing. Is there anything a Democratic Senator can do?" "I want to try. I 

was so impressed when you showed me what you were doing--by the success you 

had and the savings you made. It's just what I had always thought we ought to 

do. I couldn't understand why we hadn't been doing this all along. It's so 

ridiculously simple. I want to make a report. I want to make a speec~ on 

the floor. I want to try to get it in to the committee. We're much better 

off if we get it in the Committee. On the floor, it will come out of someone 

else's hide." "We can run our program on our savings. We don't need the 

grant. Can we work anything out that way?" "How many people would you need 

to take off the welfare rolls to make your programs self sustaining?" When 

we go back we'll get the staff cracking and get specific amounts and numbers 

to you. "I think we can build a strong case 1.f you think there's anything we 

can do." 

In midst of this he stands talking about inflation and gets off on his 

energy storage kick. "I'm a bug on enough storage. If I could have one wish, 

it would be to develop a capacity for energy storage." He blasts money for 

R&D being cut in the area because we won't get energy independence- till we 

do basic research on storage. He meets with the Secretary of Energy. "I 
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clouded up and rained allover him. I said the budget cuts were penny wise 

for this budget and pound foolish for energy independence. They are hacking 

the devil out of it. That's what we're up against." 

When I first got there, he got his speech writers on the intercom, and 

they were talking about a potential op ed article he had given to Reston to 

take back to NY. They were trying to figure out how long to wait befo~e 

trying to publish it elsewhere. Decided to wait that day and no more, since 

article was perishable. But it reflects a kind of "one-step behind pace" that 

I sometimes detect in Glenn. He got off the intercom and said to me "Ever 

since Reagan announced his plan, I had been jumpy abaut what it was supposed 

to do for business and what it wasn't doing for business. So I started 

writing something and we fussed over it here for about a week, sending it 

back and forth among the staff and to me. I'm afraid we fussed for too long. 

I saw Scotty Reston and he said he'd take it up to the Times and suggest it 

is an op ed piece. But by now everybody else may be saying the _same thing. 

We may have lost our chance." 


