Intervaw #19

Did he want to go on? "Not esp2cially." The Georgia delagation wanted h in
to go on. /M hn2r circla choice. i did't g2t on the first tim arowmnd
and the nawspaprs h Georgia said that he had trkd to get on but coulda't.
2 decided that he had to prove tham wroang and that tlke only way to do it
was to go after the committsz naxt yzar. M said "it might hawe be2n the
only Isswe h the campaign 4 19®@. I dich't waat to get bzat over the h2ad
w ith that by someonz who didh't kow what he was talkhg about. Ad no on2
n tle world would have krlivd m wmless I went out snddid it.'

& told the story of 19€l. "I dich' esme cially want to go on. But the
dlegat ion wantaed m to. It's wry impoptant to a state lik Georgia to

have a man on the Committe: --and we! q,t on th: Committzz 4 our first
t2rm, mayb2 Illihois, but not Rorgia, The D opla ssn jor to me had
pos it imms, so I was it. % 1l, w2 got 2mbroiled h tie Rules Committz2

Fisht., I had it out to m directly, 'If you want to go oa th: fo)>rodria-

t ions Committ22, you should vots for tle 2nlarsmeat of the Rulas Committes.'!
I said, 'I don't want it that bad' and I might have said, 'I don't zive a
damn whether I g2t on or not.'! I was hapy whrre I was on Intsrstatz and

Fors izn Commerca. That's a good committza and I had to give w my s21 fority."
Then Zod St2oleas came elong latar and sadd.that Jolm had be:n o1 two Imoriamt

comnitteas-aad-that Ie gaw w htsrstat: and For: i Commre "ETaussit vas
good for the Gorgia &lzzatin. 2 sacrificed s2ajority for the zood of tid~
delagation. " Staphans and Thst:ad stosd:d by--3tediens tauzht at tha \
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ie said 2 was just pu ut o tn. f'cre ign Ops rat jons Subcommittsa, that thers

was no chancz to pick or chooz. I aid 2 2xmct2d to m=2t aotler ass im™eat

=+

D 3
h addit ;.. ,’Ze thouzht a maan who had sn ority & tle Houm should hawe
l2 a3t onz dzoartrental subcommittz2. 2 comlahzd that."8 or zayb 12 narers
of th: Tom im Ch: at ions Subconmitta: Tzava o2 subcomnitts: assigiment m
ons menmbar has four, "  "Thuot woulda't have hapran:d whan lir, Caanon W23 yoin 27.
and k2w his Comnitte2 mermbers. 3ut I don't thh iz 2ven hows wiho I ame I
c't mrerbar that ke has2wr spoka to . I may ma2t him aad smak to n i
and h2 runbles somethhg back., 3But bz doesa't rmcogiizz =. 2 khows his
Subcomiittae cihalrmen and th: memiers of his om subcomnittaa. 3ut I' v la znd
s2varal of tie men owr in the Committ:z say that tley dih't thhlh khew
who tey wmm 2 ither. "

2 omnt on to sary that Caanon was »wolasly the most astute of 211 mn>=ors cf
parlizmaat whzn Rd e I thougnt toe » 3% w1 w2
2 said Cannon and ilahon w2re the D2st. "It' w2ry closz D2iwesn aumber 012
and nunb2 r two on our sidk." H thought Ford was best on th: Republican sica.
B said this'aftar I had said Cannon and Ford. Then w» got hto a discussicn
of the s2n Iority system.

was yom 2y, ‘e &3}

Regardhg tlhe s2niority system le said that it was bettar than anyth 2 g > rooo=d.
I also said that if you destroy the s:a brity system you dastroy the ndavaqd:xce
of Congrass from the 2 cutiv., "i&'ve got precious little as it is," His

poht was that 2 vry othar systam would hjct the 2xecutivz hto tie s lsctim
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of the committses. Ik also agreed that atemal conflict would result.

Regardihg Committzz decisions: "Ther='s no mumbo-jumbo about the > rocess.
Some of it coms as closz to matlematics as you caa g t. You can tak a
slid ruls, providhg you how the standard s>z cificat ims of the agncy
and figurs out almost e =xactly what they nz2d.," ¥at it is almost impossible
to cut back any gohg program he admitted. M said that the Committs2 looks
at the hcreas:s and not the whole program each yzar.

"Thare's a s ituation on our Committes that would be funny but for the fact
that it nearly killed on: men so it's a tragic comady. 3ut it newer would
haw happanzd if that man had had a modicum of wmderstandirg of how the

Comm itta2 ope rates. It's about the Dawson p2 anut laboratory. It's killzd
Forrester mentally and it's nearly killad h im physically. ik's gohg to
rmtirm, It b2came a vendstta betwesn nim aad Jam: Vhitter, and Jamd
coulda't care less, i wasn't h favor of it, but he could haw be2n won
over. I'm the man who will haw to offsr th: amndmnt 2 the full committe:
to restors that itams I don't want to do it but I have to do it so 2 can't
say that a motion wasi't aven mad & the full committz2. laybe w='ve got
the votss to pass it, I dom't kow. It's b2en budoeted aad authorizad but
tiere's been no appropriatiom, Vhitten 2ven brat Dick Russ21ll thrm= times
on that aad wh2a you v don2 that you'w don: a maa's chors, Janmi said
there won't b2 aay agricultural b ill wless the Senatz gave 4’ on that =ad
they did . . . if you want to bo stubbom you cm kep anvthhg out of a
bill you want. You may aot bz able to get amythiag A that you want by
be h g stubbom ; but you can k2p aaythhg out. Mmd that's the way it should
]2."

I spok of the “tzrans Emloyment Rights Division h ths D2 artmeat of
Labor, Threy had h the ir 2 arly days lots of work axad a small bude t--1946,
In 19 6, they have no work ead a big budzt. Fogarty is ushg it as a
dumph g gromnd whare e puts d20ple from Rhoé& Island that k= wants to
appoht to f2 &ral jobs.

I objzcts to tie work of the Aporopriatims Committs: as b2 hg so "confh hg "
"Th: subcommittzes are virtually autoromous, more so than on any otle r committe:z.
ind the work n ther= is so confh hg, ‘hen you come o the floor or to tie
full committzz with your subcommittz2 b ill you haw to kow all tler= 1is to

lknow about it. Tie work of tie foprodriatims Committa: causs a nma1 to n2rlact
his district, his constitusicy ed his duty to the ilous: of o> m:atatives.
fpropriat ims Committez members work on the ir subcommittes bills aad they ar
r=2 luctant to entar Hous: dabates or anythhg else., The result is that tlke work
of the Appropriat jons Committs: robs th: Hous: of some of its ablest renmbers

h dbatz . . . tlere's a tencknecy on this Committsze for >2o0ple to thh k of
thems2 1lvas as members of the Approoriatims Comm itte2 first and members of the
Hous: = cond. That's wrong." His pohnt is that the Houss Appropriatims
Committez men are wvry able snd they dm't participate & &bate as much as
they should.

D.359 7:2 Original in University of Rochester Rare Books & Special Collections. Not to be reproduced without permission. NOTICE: This material may also be protected by copyright law (Title 17 US Code)




Interviw #19 (Cont'd) - pag 3

Carl Vhson waantzd to g2t on the Appropriatims Committsz., "Th: dean of my
delegation told mz that at the time the was retumad to ths

Appropr iat ions Committze & 1920, his praf2rence was to go on the Appropriatims
Comm ittez. DBut ¥Mr., Iee 23 rcised his s2n Iority aad went on tle Committea hstead.”

Inewr saw a tie wlen ke (Cannon) didn't support his subcommittes chairmen.
always votss withthem, Well, once I saw him when he opposzd a subcomm itts2
chairman (Allert Thomas). H whipped him h the Committs2. But the votz was
owrrriddn on the floor.," (This may have been on tle space budgt or oa the
publ ic works 2 X 1l rat im program--h: s2med confusad as bxtwezn tless two. )

K says that Cannm abolished the & ficknci s subcommittzz bzcaus: Jomsm
had submitted b iz swplementals so that he could kzp th: budget be low
Kenn2dy' s for fiscal 196. Tricly booklesaphg and Albzrt would have zma
along with the Jomsom r= cuest. e wouldn't hav: cut them back 5o, this
adkéd & Ipatus to Canon's desire to abolish thz subcommittes,
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