PETE DOMENICIL

Cehbe
Santa Fe, -Nevember 29, 1984

The first time I ever met Pete Domenici, I was in Washington all
\(L«‘ﬁ
last week and I was coming back and I was trying to, sum up--how do you sum
up Pete Domenici? We've produced all these good people in our history in
New Mexico that I know of and I think that was Governor Lgu (N 4"414
M bt IR | sobingas
who wrote Ben Hur. Weaf PM“"}"W Pete Domenici because he's
whe heve

ple dany 1z
probably the first statesman--we've created some very important Senatorsdms daneSeny
qwaudt Qrw - but I don't think we've ever produced anybody who's made ke -
beew as proud as y‘g\; are about being New Mexicqu¢, The first time
I ever met Pete Domenici was in the back of 1964, beat-up station wagon with,

& bundd § chaldien sttt backg — Mo dad Ane o chid o do i 207

And he was trying to convince me that he ought to run for the United States
Senate and —H\qw\-«!w/ HMW\M had a"‘i even though it was a
'64 stationwagon. And I had just gotten out of the Marine Corps, came
back from Viet Nam, and I was looking for something to really believe in.
Pete Domenici sat there and painted a picture for me of what a United
States Senator could be.and what he could do from a small state. And I
hung on every word he said; I actually believed everything he was telling
me. So we went on pwm@ months later to elect the first Republican
Senator we've had now w §? “€ars
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PD - Thank you so much, Commissioner, the one thing I remember
wlrt ‘WQ"")M/ "]""
when we first started you weren't so prone to exaggerate. (laughter) First,
A b weis
V"‘

let me say to all of you here, thank you for coming—te this event. The
campaign's coming to a close. I've been in 14 or 15 counties in the last
6 or 7 days and I must say that it's just been a magnificent campaign.
Everywhere I've been, sort of like this event, all kinds of people from all
walks of life, join together and help me, greet me, invite people to see
me, We have a super group here; nobody could be more pleased than I am to
[Lave those | ]
so I thank all of you. I would tell you in a city of politics, Santa Fe,
that probably you get a little bit callous about politics and maybe even
callous about politicians. Maybe that's the way it's supposed to be in the
United States. But frankly this has been the kind of campaign for me that
I never expected I would ever have if I served 30 years. 1It's been gratifying

tell
to have people come,/you thank yous 11?5 been tremeqLus.. Yeu call people

and ask them to do something, and find a ready‘yes)'cmnd a willingness beyond
anything I expected. I really am not quite sure yet why, but in any event,
it's tremendous and something I'll never forget. We've got a few days left;
I do hope that everyone here understands that it's terribly important that we
all get out and vote, to get our friends out.’?;'ll tell you about a little
old man I met in a nursing home in Portales, New Mexico, two things he told
me that were kind of interesting. The first one was that he hadn't missed

a general election since 1920 and he was very proud of that. But then he
had a big EEELE on his face--I tell all of you this because as I look around

there aren't too many old people here—-but for you men, you're going to get

old like this fellow and he had a big smile on his face as I asked him how
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4 ’
are things with you? He said, Great Th\?,l.r
t
maybe I'll ask a few questions and I said, Well, what's so great about it
' ol an~eA L 2
”{/ f, HeAsaid, well, there's only &2 men here, anA83 women
Hesaid
(laughter followed by applause). 'Things are just going to stay great if
. )
I can just keep my health! = (laughter) PE - kéll, let me leave
—-7
senior citizens and talk about something else.({The last four years have
seen a dramatic change in the United States and I guess if we weren't able
. -T =
to accomplish anything else, think we have, but if we weren't, this would
probably be 4;1"Vh generation. That's ty dramatic and swift

change in the attitude of young people in the United States. Just think
aggggzée:Thedecade of the seventies saw America's young people in the
streets.‘nd for the most part ,they were angry, And for the most part, they
were angry at their country. They hardly believed in anything we believed
iny'?ﬁey spen&'host of their spare time talking about what was wrong with
America. Let me tell you. Isn't it magnificenﬁ’just a few years later,

to read and look and see, how the young people of the United States are
proud again. It's tremendous to see them thrilleq, d: talkdd about
American successes. It's absolutely unbelievable, to see how much confidence
they have in the future. Now, I think that means something. I just told
you that all by itself it would be enough;because it's darn important in
our country that while we have differences of opinion, there'ls-young people
who are our future, that they've joined America as early as possible and
that they move with us, As we have problems that they help solve them; as
we falter a £it they remind us,gg;g‘most of all it's absolutely important
that they remind us about the future. I think it means that they don't
want to go back; they don't want to go back to the decade of the seventies.
They see something different, something good, something positive; they're‘*g

dreamer§, And’for a change, they think America offers good things for them
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in the future. They look out there and they say, America's competitive again.

If we get a good education, we're going to get a good job. If we have some

ideas about going into business, they're meeting and seeing that America

is proud to be a country and a people of business men and business women

succeeding, profitably, productive, competing and they want to be part of that.

Now that would be enough of a change in these United States but they've gone

kind of one step further. And that part is the real joy. Literally, by

overwhelming percentages young people of the United States are on our side.

Therefore our President asnd there\;or what I stand for and":? helplm

& NVa- H m«Ubrequ t-K!WM come along with the United States,

but to make a kind of change where they're helping a party and a philosophy

and an idea that most people thought might take 30 or 40 years for the young

accustomed i

people to get / to and want to be part of , that's where we start. And that

alone if nothing else coming out of this campaign will cause me, if I'm

privileged to go back for six more years,to do everything I can not to let

them down. Because by not letting them dow%/we're going to continue to

try our best to make policy in this country to offer every American that

wants a job, man or woman, the chance to get a job, a steady job and a good

paycheck. There's no better total program than that for the United States.

No other goal that deserves more of our attention than that.‘ Let me tell you.
@ I went to Las Vegas just a little while A:’go S.“ Mtﬂ'ut/ county, the home county

of my wonderful friend, Lou Gaﬂegoq, I met.him up at Espanola and he invited me

down, said come and join us. (some applause) And he took me through that

new Ford factory, 221 full-time good éggﬁ I met 26 of the young people that

work there, one on one, as we walked through this giant place. Let me tell you

[4
what a difference to meet them there, shake hands and say, do you like what

)
you're doing? and see a smilegﬁnd the answer in every case was "you bet".
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[}
It's great. I've got a good job. Do you like it? Almost without exception,

[ €

men and women, answered with I love it. Good pay, steady, and they're
£ind
independent and on their own. Nothing will take’!h place thexa. Our country
and our state can't rest/ ‘t’his part of New Mexico can't stop.until you
repeat those kinds of opportunities for young people over and over and over
again. I can say to all of you, that things weren't moving in that direction
four years ago. Just no doubt about it, this country was in = doldrumg.
You look at every M of economic facte® and it's without a doubt y. —
ahm
four years of no growth/‘fnf.-lp-]:a-ees way up there and coupled with no growth
el era ,myahh ]
we have the firstvé"‘ plaee. Productivity for America, the bottom
b
of the rung in a free society--bottom. Four years later, top again. ‘%:tp‘" &/
¢ cad/
GV America imbusiness, the giant of production, of jobs, of
1% . Lt has

competition, gone asleep., The teacher, &JW left the classroom,

nol”
given up, wg-{ﬂﬂgr—m{rﬁﬁ I that now. They're looking at the United

States and saying {What in the world's happening? ’ More W24 private
Sector-,\‘ér’l the United States of America in 24 months than all of the

European communities of countr)f,have been able to generate in- ten years,
Qne full decade, for all the countries in Europe,they have not producedy

$ix and ahalf million private sector jobs.PSo it's easy for me to say what

I am going to do; I don't have gl:é ll‘?h“ 4{ pledges,bee&se New Mexicans
don't know M ‘ld’/there's absolutely no way they're going to. But you ought
to know and they ought to know that I have some very simple and basic goals——
the top of the rung’that the United States must continue to be a place of
opportunity land that everyone must have a chance to get involved in that
dream, that chance, that once in a lifetime for that ()l'fﬁl’, +—~permanent,

good employment, that provides individuals with an opportunity to celebrate

life to the maximum their way. Now that doesn't come from government. In
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the United States, 85 percent, historically 85 to 90 percent, of the daily
lives of people that were to succeed occurred because we had an economic
base thdt gave them an opportunity. We must get there; we must stay there;
and there's no reason why we can't. While I'm at it, let me also suggest
to you that when we have that going for us, there's no reason for the United
States not to take care of its moral and social responsibilities at home.
Lhe nted Faard it or ovema ¥
We can take care of those amd-be effective third in education;
we can take care of those who make mistakes ke ‘W"d‘"‘f’ and spend some
money to help them. We can take care of those in need and we can educate
everybody. We can give everyone a chance to get a good solid education.
‘hd there are a lot of ﬂ“fﬂb around either about the reality or the
philosophy of Pete Domenici for the last four years. TFor instance, one is
that we're turning college kids that want to go to college out into the
streets because we cut programs to give them loans or grants. Baloney!
I was up at Rpe .Tv\bi\ today on a show that I--on a television program—-
and I was trying to say fﬁn'r;Sam, I didn't know how to say baloney in
spanish. The best I can come up with was(Ma!érra: (Laughter) Somebody
says there's a better word but you all know what it is. But actually,
500,000 more college loans available today for young people than four years
ago. I don't know where we gethcutf;v&ucation_— ].:t seems to me when you
see the cut, you look ax:i?and you see how many dollars you've spent and
you look at 85 and see how many you spendf And ié’&sn't down ;1h'“), hasA

been cut. Well, education has gone up 22 percent,in dollars, kalf a

million more student loans availablt:.“:Fhose are the kinds of things that
we think go right along with the idea of opportunity. You want to talk

[ h
about programs to help the poor, expectant mothers, nuh“ w 'ﬁ%me
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people still believe in cutting programs like that. five years 489,
eor . and got help
AJM“MK &10Jr1t~£1ﬂthfee—yeafs. 10,000 New Mexicans qualified / five years agoe —

22,000 now. Food stamps. 2 1/2 million more Americans being helped—-é&géf

27%. When I say up, I say $80, $85 dlMarr.

The same with college loans; the very rich can't get them and maybe that's
the way it ought to be. After all’they took advantage of the American dream
emd who tank bjan

and they have the wherewithal and we're looking for a new crep. Ue want

that kind of success. Now we're a big part of this and we're
going to keep on doing that‘lhd then one last one that we hadn't talked
about because if you talk about change, you've got to talk about another
change. That change is America's feeling about itself and what others in
the world think about us. So let me talk for a minute about the military
preparedness. It, too, has some pretty strange kinds of conversation
going on. The decade of the 70s was a bad decade for America’as the greatest
free nation on earth. %ﬂhst went through a few of the domestic low points.
But there are very few people who would differ on the fact that we ended that
decade in very bad shape militarily. You don't have to quote Ronald Reagan
or %Q& Weinbergerr{jﬁst look at the platforms of the two great parties.
And they're all over the place on other issues/but on defense, almost both
platforms say we must continue to spend more for military defense because
the decade of the 70s was the decade of the Soviet Union to rebuild her
military strength beyond anything we expected and beyond anything she needs
for defense. So I'm not in any way in any place in my state, the country
or the world, embarrassed or apologetic to say I'm proud that America's

aq.
military strength has gone up, that we're strong again, and perceive&that

isks strong again,‘fﬂat we're paying our young men and women. - o0 more
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for soldiers and sailors because we pay them enough. No more jets- that are
supposed to sail that don't have any sailors.and equipment, so you only
build them and they sit in the harbor. Now why do I say all this? I say this
because to tell you the truth it is not a clichepI'm apt to think the United
States of America is a bad influence on the world. thr/ r‘o-bbelieve we are
"N
unles

aggressor or lieve we covet something in this world. If you believe
that, then obviously, you don't need strong B’"\‘V\M . But I believe the
United States is a good %, I think the world's far more dangerous without
American involvement. I think peace is further away not closer if America's
weak. Conversely,I think you'll get a treaty with the Soviet Union and
reduce nuclear weapons .- N "ﬂ! # all of us‘:—ymluget it when they know the
United States of America is going to spend what it needs to be militarily
strong. And we'll do it consistently and even if it costs a lot. And they'll
soon find out’f:éer&'-s HOtW-'hF‘jd;,m ang we;i} get a treaty. Also,I believe

the world's more dangerous, mere commotion-amd revolution and turmoil if the
ahandon
United States is weak and if we are backismg our responsibility to join with
others who seek freedom, opportunity and whetever possible, an opportunity for
! ma free and g1tn tm./) .

others to govern themselves without outside intervention asd—agree

'b{etamenhhy,ﬁl' Wwe dd IR~ di, mddle f e |
So that 5 /\ <rue and that was tough because se—get—back
tough policy decisions, but we did it. I don't think we give them everything
they want; of course not. We reduce the president's defense budget a $123 billion
and put about 40 of that into programs we thought needed it. But we're proud
of what we've accomplished. “So let me say to all of you, it's been a tremendous
privilege to represent you in the Senate. Most of the things I've discussed

[

are policies and ideas, &t clearly you must know that there's,\great joy

that comes from representing you. This system makes all of us—-people like me,
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come home often, wvisit, look at people, learn from them, ¥rere—are the problems

solve them. And there's no greater joy than to be in a community five years

przﬁ the

ago, or four and find they needed something that was / govern-
P e
ment's responsibility and work on it and solve it. From I.HI &’ back—home
no longer have water problems forever to the ﬂffﬁuw k W?{ospitals -~
hundreds of things like that. That's what makes it worthwhile. And for the
people to share their aspirations and the things that bother them and the
things that they think are good and right, you just don't forget about them.
They're in your mind's eye as ?ou solve problems back there. And believe you
me, that makes it worthwhile. I'11 close by suggesting to you ®s that this
state offers a rare opportunity for someone like me to make sure all the time
that I understand. I've had the privilege of speaking at Thomas Jefferson's
University of Virginia where everywhere you look there are memorials to our

ONGInt * T arr eal'v ‘mhy' lxwlgpdc-'hh. I,LWWP

when 5000 young people graduated. But I was als:“glraduation speaker at
Wagon Mound&ig, ﬂrm...(applause) twelve seniors. I didn't tell
them as they sat there in front of me that there were only four more of them
than I had children. (laughter) To e b"‘rr“""'\ step down before they get
their certificates of graduation and watch their relatives—-mothers, fathers,
cousins, uncles, move up there, embrace them and hug them, and Iae tkka-'/take
pilctures, :.In every way t‘s:re\r-—you 've had your first success-—-we're with you"
And then to watch the roll get called and find that in Wagon Mounée'i:n', NM,
out of twelvé, four had scholarships to the best universities in the United
States. One had four scholarships offered”at the greateet universities.

I tell you what it does. It tells you that we've got a great future; we've

.7
just got to be sure that we share in America's prosperity, Rmf we€ b"\"‘ k a""\

!
Wﬁ»q i 4» M in every area and that we keep alive, the dream that,
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here amd now and alive and vibran%rthe great faith and hope that the young
people have in the future. Obviously if we live up to that commitment

the not-so-young benefit too. And even the old. And everybody comes out
better. So we're going to keep on doing that./ I want to close by saying
that we're going to have a little election denight &e celebrati*%ﬁe way or

the other over there Orm Cune Awd:hhu» b “"“—S’W. »

hope some of you can join us. But,if you can't, Iigzcceeded in rounding up
the entire Domenici family from wherever they are, lll eight are going to
find their way te somehow or other here, my wife will be here and our
grandchildren will be here. We'll have a crowd even if you're not there.
(laughter) (applause) Okay, Qet's just quit for now--but one last thimg,
J;ée you soon! 1'm hopeful we'll have a good evening Tuesday Q‘AAMJL'
But I'm more hopeful that we'll have a super, super decade of prosperity,

o d

and that you people will be part of making sure we get here in Santa Fe, &My

crassing ewer—to New Mexicg’so everyone will have a chance, We& want mere /

to succeed and cherish the things that are ours. Thank you.

(applause)
et tetbid 148 el
’“__ﬂ,,_-——————“’”'_———-

We ‘can tell you really know your business very well but you
don't know mine. (laughter) First, let me tell all
the here that I think there's great hope some of you have reached
the age of 72 yet but I was down at a nursing home in Portales and I met this
wonderful 0ld man--he was 72 years old, even had a bumper sticker on his
wheelchair--and he was very happy and couldn't understand why he had so
much enthusiasm and such a smile on his face, so I kindly said "Is this a
nice place?" He saild "Sure is." smiling and effervescent and I said "Well,
what's so good about it?" He said "Well, there's a hundred faces here

and only 13 of us are men." (laughter) He said "All the rest are women and
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things are just great if my health would just hold up." (laughter) First
let me give a couple of thanks to you in the group who are realtors because
we really appreciate what you did for us. We made a bad mistake in the tax
law changes on imputed interest and that was part of this 1300-page tax bill
and but for all of you and your wonderful associations state and nationally,
it was just falling on the people in this country; could have had a terrible
effect on resales. It affects your business but affects literally hundreds
of thousands of people who would be selling their property and thinking that
indeed they had made a first sale first interest rates, they would
have found themselves all in trouble with the IRS because the law had
completely changed it. Because of your efforts here and nationally that law
has been deferred for six months, we really would have changed waning days
the Senate did change it; we sent it over to the House as part of the

bill and understandably in the waning days, they thought that
we not pass it then so they compromised and put it all off for six months
and that should give us plenty of time to fix that up. We'll do that. You
have our assurance it was really a mistake and.;ghouldn't turn out that way
we'll get it fixed. I don't want to take a lot of your time other than to
thank you. Many of you here have been thanked once, twice or some of you,
three times, but in any event, let me thank you again. From my own standpoint
this has been a wonderful campaign. I've never been in one like it. People
have been marvelous. We hear so much about politicians and political people
who are "wheﬁ thgy get reelected and run around their states, they're supposed
to catch all kinds of hell, people are supposed to disagree with them, supposed
to find pockets of resistance where they don't like you and they're mad at

everything you did. Well, I didn't find any of those things. Things are
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great for me, more support than I ever thought ;'d have. People have been
gracious and kind, volunteers by the hundreds, contributors by the thousands,
and everything looks fine. We have another week left before election and I
hope we don't 1let anything go wrong and I hope all of you will get out and
vote and make sure that all your friends do and we'll have a great evening
then we'll have a victory party downtown at the Convention Center and if

you want to come, you're welcome; if you don't we're going to have a crowd
anyway because all of the children are coming...(laughter) my wife'll be

here in a couple of days; we might even have a couple of grandchildren—-
they're a little bit small but in case we think there's not going to be a
good crowd, we'll just have all the Domenici's and relatives--it'll be great!
Let met just tell you one other thing that's kind of exciting. I would think
you would feel the same. There's one thing that has changed very dramatically
in the last four years, obviously we each have our own notion of what's happened--
good or bad--with the United States, or with New Mexico or with Albuquerque or
with our business or with our family but basically the one thing that's

really noticeable in our country is that the young people 18-24, 25, just think
back 10 years ago--they were in the streets, they weren't with us; they were
fighting their country; they were in riots; everything our country was doing
was bad. If nothing else had happened and we turned that around and they
were on our side and on our country's side and thinking this was a good place
we've got some wonderful kinds of quality; four years turnaround would be
worthwhile. .Much more than that's happened but that would be enough. That
tells people like me that we've got a big respomsibility. They're on the

side of our country because they're proud again, because they really believe
that there's a future again and they want to be part of it. They don't want

to go backwards; they're always overlooking and so even if there was nothing
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else, that would be sufficient to push you on to make sure you do everything
necessary to keep the American economy going, do what's necessary to give
small and large business a chance and new businesses that want to start that
might be new and innovative, taking a in the changing times.
Our young people think that's the country they live in and they think that's
what it's going to be. Obviously, if they're right, it's good for all of you
and it's good for anybody. So from my standpoint I'm doubly satisfied, pleased,
almost thrilled that not only did that happen but they're on our side. They
don't want to go back to the decade of the seventies with more and more reliance
on government, they don't want to go back to a weak United States. They
want to stay involved with a strong and powerful America that's trying to

do right, that isn't embarrassed everyday, so we'll have to keep that going.
But I really didn't think that transition could occur in such a short period
of time. I thought it would come someday but it didn't take a long time—-
lots of changes and maybe even two or three decades, maybe a whole new
generation. But it occurred rather quickly. I'm very pleased about that.

I hope you are. From the standpoint of the rest of New Mexico, let me
just suggest to you that we're really very close in my opinion to a
prospering state everywhere. Albuquerque's getting more than its share;

the others look at it and are a little bit concernmed that they're not
getting their share of new jobs, new businesses. But I see a new kind of
hope even in a community like Espanola, in a county like Rio Reba. The
local governments talking about joining together with Santa Fe and Los Alamos,
pooling their resources, building an industrial park, trying to bring new
business in to hire the people, and give them good jobs. You can't imagine
from my standpoint the difference in a county like San Miguel up there where
Las Vegas is. You go up 5, 6, 7 years ago and almost everything was politics.

I mean the greatest thing in the world for politicians was to/have a $400
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a month job at the mental hospital and you had to go up and promise you
were going to leave it there and that's all you heard was you take care of
my brother who's been there and my uncle who's employed, now you go up and
go through a new plant and they're manufacturing a kind of wood that we
use, a kind of board using by-products and 220 people are
working and you go through the plant. I met 25 or 30; three young peqple
20-25, 26, go up and shake hands and say 'How are things?' 'Great.' 'Do
you like your job?' 'Love it.' Cause he gets a good pay check and they're
independent and they're going to do their own thing and they don't have to
scrounge around and be part of crazy kind of things we have in some of our

counties where politicians involved from day 1 they're born and one assumes
that every good thing comes from local politicians. These young people are
delighted that they're on their own. And if you had about 10 of those--12
spread around those poor whi%e st2;es it would change the coﬁplexion of
leadership in the state; we'd be on our way. We'll make it anyway. The
state has great potential, great promise. Sooner or later we have to pull
together, that's sough. I don't have to talk about that. You all know
that's tough for our state. We need to get that done so that everybody's
sort of moving together, they know somebody's trying to help, move them

in the right direction and it'll just ignite and there'll be a brilliant
future not only for Albuquerque but for everybody around it and for the
young people that are growing up in the county that we're going to spend
all our money on. Educating them, preparing them for the risktaking and
the opportunities and failures that are going to come along. Well, let me

say thanks--again, you're most appreciated. It's wonderful to have you

as friends right here at the end; we're just about over the mountain.
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We hated to bother you againj but thanks for coming out. Hope you have a
good time. See you soon. Be on the road a little bit but spend a couple
more days in Albuquerque and then we'll come back and all vote together

and have a party. Huh? Thank you. (applause) Goodbye. (applause)
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