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did you first 

1) }, ~ 1oh& V'inr~ . 
r~ 1 I ' ~~vVZ-

. }11 
Q. , " :-row come to run for the Senate? 

J 
A. ~ ,' I l et ;L~ first te11 you 8i~lce you are doing ~{ind of a back-
g round, a hoo~ t hat \ / 0 '-.1. 1 3 have so n e history on other people. I am not one 
of thos~ tha t pl an:l e d fo r a . lone:: ti r'1 e to be i n pol i t ic s or to be a Senator. 
I have e e::-l':~ra l ly l~ eBn ·jJl 8 Yly-:: :: .... ir:,'? ~ c'io in l i 7' 2 , wh.eth er it was typ ical 
hig h school act i v i ti e s or a baJl t ea~ or a civ ic [ ro up, I ha v e g enerally 
filtered u p to being Fresioen t or chajrman of the f roup or some such thing . 
~hat·5i , an i l1gTedien t t rl.a t has been part of' my life. I guess I am.ways had a 
y ear::1inff to be somet}l i ng i n whatever J did so that .happened. I,Iy invol ve­
ment in poll tics ca ! n ~ a 1;ou t almost on a dare. I wa s not very pleased with 
local ~oVernf;1e i'lt i n my city and used to compla i:1 and fin8.11y a close fiiend 
said you ou~ht to run or not co~pla in. I ran f'or a city council post, be­
ca,me a mayor a n d :(rO l'fl there ran an lmsuccessful g overnor's race. As a first : 
part'isan eff ort I Jos t by a fev., thousand votes. I felt very strongly that I ' 
still should be 1nvol ved in some kind of publ ic elected office. r~y friends' 
t:1e·n began to explore the possibility of a Sena te victory and a number of us 
strated wor~inE on it and I won. ~hat's just about it. 

Q. 
S-ena.te is 
about how 
out ,their 

One of the thing's that has really interested observers of the 
that it has been ~aid in the past that there are some expectations 
all o f the members of the Senate should behave or should carry r 

jbbfo Did you find that to be the cas~? 

A. Sbsolutely not. The only two kind o f inhibitors and or deter- ~ 
minators, tn the sen$e of the question, the only two , that exist certainly 
are the 13eblAarity system which in a very real way ranks you for committee 
assigruneflt~t~.w~thin t h e committee itself. The impact ' there is not so much t~ 
be'in$ jun.j,:or ~n these committees or ever "in, your being selected for a co:m­
mitt~e that Y9u n i ght not want. The thing that is bad about that proceSs is 
thart; lyou don't g et the staff assistance frorp. the ·committees. That is a 
seriqus regulC¥-tor o+' what . you can and can't do. The other one that is '\rery 
obviQ~S is on~ that is a question of which party you are i n . And since a 
Republie-an is the minQrity party you are obviously greatly inhibited in 
terro$ of committee chair~anships, you can't have those. So you don't deter­
mine f how fast the corm i ttee goes, wha t it does and to some extent you are 
g;overned by that as a Senator. Other than those two honestly there are none. 

Q.. Di d a nyon e try to 6i ve you so¢e a dvic e? Actually -"_my im-
pression is ex~ctly what you are saying . 

A. }Je t lile just :put that one i n to perspective. I think the adtice 
thing is a t wo way s t re s t. J think you 'h2.ve to seek it before anyone will 
g ive it to y ou. f;1here are not any Senators 'I~ ;t~f that other than as to th~ , 
procedure i n th.e Senate which is a planned indoctrination of ? minor sort. 
There just arer, ' t an;),' Se"18tors who came ,::, around telling me what I should or . 
shouldn't 00 . On' the o t her hand·-,one wouldn't be in the Senate unless he had . 
a g re¥arious kind of ~er sonali ty and v.ranted t o g o meet and wanted to maKe 
'C'riends a 'jn 1.J{'less he ",d d R ptetty s t rong' not ion of collective streng th 
a n n the ~eed f'or other people t o h e l p . In that regard, the second part of 
t he street, I hac SO'"l 11t :p l e::1 t y 0 f a dv i c e and I would say for you that I ha,ve 
found to t his '90 1Tt a~: ex t r e me willint:;ness to {}' ive/ i t a n d J have not found 
it to t e ejtner fecitjaus ~~~ I have not found a n y body to take advanta~e 
of snc ll cl iS2Uf;S io~' :3 either wa:v . 

. . 
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'1 . ! i. L ,\fOil i~ ~~;n c; n "d '") il f)['rl ~ '(~ u ~!! .. -.~ re -: : rr:;'~ o.,'-: s s:r~ce tilat t~ I ! ~e 
that t here ~ s pr",'~-:;l Y'P Oi ' \rou te· fi~~'C:~8J izp tG ~c~~ l=-~I oj "" iTtc the areas 
wi t h i n you r co n ;-'1i tt22.3? (' r ' :ot 2.S ,;t.;_ch as 0,18 ni£, ht expect? 

A . 

,", 

<l, . 

8rea s . 

A • 

~ ot h s deqi~e and sort oP ~o~strqi~t s o~ y ou to dif into those 
Is i t expect r:c! Unt Sen? tor will spee:i"llize in a pa Y'-:icular area? 

I t i s y:.o i: eXDe c t ed at all. On the o t her hand it seems thai; 
they are ~retty perceDti~e as t o whe t her you do y 0 11r work 0~ your committees 
() r no t. T:l e I'VOT i\: C:l c on:n 'L ttees a n (l the eXp2cta tie l'! on the part of other 
Senators i s 1-!~ :tC !1 ('li f ff;:rer:.t i;ha"'1 y Ol_.t '.1 i Ch t thi~'H . I i; i s really lir-lited to the 
rank i n e:- ;:],e"c e ~-, anr. the c :lair :1an . :0 o ~!e really ex-;;ect;s j"J.st ':JeC21)Se yO\) <;ire 
on aY} a ir po] lut io n subc olTImi tt ee t hat y ou reall ~f 2 r(~ foing to dt into it. 
The cO"in; ittee s :vsterl c1 e serves a S"re::;-t deal OJ' atten tion oy you in terms of 
wha t yO'.l wr it e abo u t it . :t has so me -fantastic pro'olems. In fact it may 

. be tha t with The c- c _:l pl ex i ty tha t '.'," e a r- e r~ow e:itering into with the National 
Tand iJse FJa -"1n i -l~"- Taw 2nd a i r an e ",ater pollution I m'v' s for the entire country 
that the cO :-l:nit t '28 s:v:e; -r-e .0. , that it's shortcominf i s that the co::-n1nitte~ 
sta ff' t'eco~:1 i !W t o(l StY'0'! ;:'- and -!)eCO!"li'1?- r ea lly t he voice is so rn ethin€,': we 
s ,",o l.1 1 d be '''2 tch2_nE Ol,tt for . I sUE f ps t tha t t ;'1e work of being a .3ena tor is 
s o complic?,t e (l , ' 011 ' t'1c-.t a~-ld the tr3 cUi;10n o f not having to fr O into so mu_ch 
deta il it is delee8 tinE e-:1orf.1o'J_s power to cO nlrn i ttee sta f'fs because SJ much 
of the nev' law foes into deta il. You can come u p with a ~ood idea on land 
use plan~i~f hU~ are y ou really EivinF the Secretary of the Interior a ll 
t h e POWF over the staTes 2 ~ dete r mine d b y the courts f our years hence ~ e­
ca us e you d i dn ' t understand what yo u were wri t inE . Did the staff pla n it 
tha t way . So r.1y respo r-:se raf'lbles but I think you get somethine: out of it 
as y ou anal t ~e i t . 

Q. I sus pec t also that i t ~akes a difference i n conference commi t tees 
a s well. Ccnpr eSSf'len have fewer co rnmi ttee assi€nements and fewer demands 
on t h eir tine: a ild they can g et into the materials a little more. 

A. Perhaps . 

Q. ' flIen you first Eot h ere what comn ittees di d you want to be on? 

A. ~~terior which I dj d ~et, other tha n that I had two or three 
choices wh i ch weren't rea lly, Fu~iic Works which I got on was second or 
third.. I per1.a ps k L lOwinE what T k-"1OW now would like to have been on Armed 
Services or Judiciary . Of sneciHl interest to ~ ew Mexico is the Joint 
Commi ttee on A tonic Snergy. Sut s i :1ce one of' our cOllg ressmen also of my 
party .9 ot 0-'-1 I wasn' t n ear as upset about not f etting on. },ly choice was 
Interior b ecaus~ i t has a g reat impact on Eew Eexico and it had many new, 
areas o~ applica~il ity. 

Q. ::-tow d i d you Make your feeling s known? 

A. We were asked by our leadership and we then wrote, in addition 
to letting theM know we wrote to the Republican Policy Committee and put 
our priorities down in writing. :\!hen we got here we talked among different 
Senators that would have to make some choices, about how the committee 
assignments would effec t us. But just g enerally speaking it was done very 
much on an expected l(lanner or traditional manner of advicing Senate leader­
ship. 
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Q. i\iell you are on Public 'Norks a nd also I guess Areonautics and 
Space. Coud yon c ompa re the way those two cOf'lfll i+;tee s vwr:{? Are they very 
much different in their operations? 

A. lIuch different. ~rhe Space Committee has obviously in the past 
contrary to the popular thinking has been very much a pro f essional managed 
committee. The "Dros in Space have run that committee not the Senators. There 
are no suhco~mittee8 to speak of. It is kind of a budgetary thing and the 
bills generally concern themselves with the budget not with specifics. But 
my impression of it mit ht be somewhat effected by the fact that there is no 
effort on the part of the D.S. Senate to determine conflicting committee 
hearings so that I Missed many :JA :3A f:1eetings because Public Works was meeting. 
This is certainly something you soul d address youself to because it is a 
deplorable situation. To be held responsible for the idea that you should 
go to cOIDnittees and do your work when as a matter of fact the committees 
themselves make it i mpossible. One ingredient of NASA that is tremendous, 
NASA itself will really furnish you with the information. They are pro­
fessionals that are willing and ready to gather it up and they just don't 
beat around the bush. They will bring it to you and they will bring an expert 
to explain an earth's program in detail and answer your questions. It is 
much easier to deal wi t h t hem, it is almost as if they really belonged to the 
committee instead of i n some of the other committees the Federal bureaucracy 
is very fa r away. 

Q. How about Public Works? 

A. I'm on four sub~ommittees there. I would only say this. The 
chairm~n and the subject matter seem to make each one different. lIly only 
feeling is that the public hearings ase somewhat of a sham, they are really 
99 well prepared in advanc e that I don' t know if we are really getting to -the 
suostance or if we are €:etting what a smart staff thinks you ought to get. 
~hat is a tou~h one . We will j ust have to have an ongoing observation of it 
as I said. '\'/e woul d be aw f ul mad if they just let people come up at random 
and . waste our time but it is quite ohvious that in th~ area of air and water 
pollution a nd roads a nd the like they were pretty managed hearings. This 
tends to ~reatly limit in my opinion the innovativeness of legislation that 
~an come out of the committees. On the other hand they are to this point in 
~y short t erm here pr i ncipally dealing with existing laws which they are 
either f urther implement ing the second year on, oversighting or the like. 
Our disaster subcommittee which is a new one we ~o out into the field and 
listen·~ to the people th8.t have had disasters. It is one of the most sign­
ificant ki~ds of effo~ts J ha ve been in because there is a direct relation­
ship betvveen the test i'oony and whr-t t you are tryinf to cb. They have of course·' 
gone throuf h disast er s th2. tare supp,losedly being' attended to under law. You 
can ask the ~ whether the l aw t hat is attending t o their needs is working 
or flot. That is a very , very one on one yet complex relationship. You don't 
f i nd tha t v rclry r'1tloh in ~ .ASA as another co:nparnm. 

Q . I t a [{ e it t ha t the cha irnv'l n of the f ull committee is not 
overl y power fu l, cor:ipare d a t least wi.th others . 

A. Tha t i s, pro:~a 1)ly true in [:lOst co ,nJoi t t ees but I would prefer to 
tell you what t h i s o,e i s hecuase I don 't k~ow the others . The chairman of 
Pub] ic ,vorics fOee .71 S 'v ery, very deter:nined to a nd makes it seem lilce it is 
~lmost a tradi t ion tha t he is involved with the subcommittee work. He comes 
to many of the hea:ri~gs and listens and sits in. It is obvious that through 
the ch reef c,)u"ls el who ~ee'1iS to "b e pre-: ty much responsible to him and that is 
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the order of thi~1p's ar0un~ here th8-':: he ':las h is -fingAl' orl all the sub­
commi ttee work. So thp a nswer to your qn.estic)'1 is nef~a t i ve. 

Q. 
disaster. 

You are tlH? r8. :'1'<:inp l-r:ernber of one 2ubcoJnril i ttee w],ich is 
~o you a Pt a staff" pprson f"or that? 

A • :~o. You get a hal -:: of sta ff person. I think I' If} findinf, that 
sta ff" ass istanc e is, v;hi 1e we comp12 in about it belonging to other people, 
I thint~ may1)€, what we ilre coinp is maybe we are not goin€: to the staff people 
and asking them to help. I will g ive you this observation. In Public Works 
maybe it is because I ' m enthusiastic: a nd I a m resDonsive and I treat them 
verv much li l~e trul ;.T -f!'i e~1ds tr12. t are worl-::in2' on a nrohlerr, together. But I 
have f OUYid now ;tha t ~ I ( 'a:1 f O ask Pl1 bl i c work~ sta ff~ for /a.ssis't8nce i :1 re­
search or flraftini!' a ~; il1 in an area of the s'l ilco mmittee that they are 
workiYlg for and. tr,ey will do it r e?.ardless of where I a n . 'rhey don't [,0 
to the ranking rnel10er a nd ask. So Vlha t I' If} sUE ~esting is that maybe the 
tradition of belonping to or relatinf., to the mencer of the Senate might be 
more -I"ictio Y!. t han rea l. '7he Senators ou~ht to explore utilization of 
comr:li ttee sta -I"f on i1lOre of a ",road DF:se than they heretofore have. 

Q. I suspect tIla t that is something that is changing . IfY&~fe 
to go ask SO tJeone 10 years ago I suspect that a Senator especially a 
minority Senator would not h8.ve dared to do something like that. 

A. Ferhaps. 

Q. In the 92n6 Congress there were 955 roll call votes. From the 
looks of things now you will exceed that record. Obviously with all of these 
vote~ no individual can know everything about all of them. When votes come 
up that are in areas wutside of your committees, what you. do? How do you 
go a bout eetting the inforraa tion that you meed to make a dec j sion? 

A. We have a systeQ and as in all systems we are constantly ~rying 
to perfect it which means that it doesn't work all of. the time. But our 
system is SHch that sonebody is assigned by our legislative department 
will put a pro and cons in the file even on a. bill that I have nothing to do 
with. They will put the Republican position which doesn't mean an awful 
lot because we don't know where that is coming from now. If there was really 
a Secretary of I nterior who could tell you a Republican Secretary of Interior's 
view that 'Nould be one thi'1g but what we ha7e been getting is just another 
piece of information. I would have some idea of it through that procedure 
that I just described. There would be certain Senators that I would already 
know either because they are on the committee or because I trust their 
judgment or I know that their states are similar or that they would consider 
similar problems I would i nquire of them. So I would us e both methods. 

Q. How longd id it take you before yo u reached the point where you 
could say well here is a man I can trust. Did that come fairly quickl,y? 

A. I C8.me knowing one that I had a lot of confidence in from ' . , ..... 
Q. Also how many people do you have on your staff that work on 
legislative matters? 

About 6. ~vo at home, they split their time • .A., . 

Q .• t,~ha t do you do with amendment s, some o f them are not printed? 

'J " , 
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A. Our staff trie~ to gt an idea of what is ~ oing on on the floor. 
There is a misera~19 part of th i s process. l :istakes of huts proportion can 
be made there. :ret it 2,8 the poli ti.cal part of the Sena te that you are 
not Foing to ch2n~'e. ,~,' .'t 5~a tor makes his particular issue felt easiest. 
Tha t is the way a p2.rfict~lar-' 
It is political, the process is not really used for bona fide well thought 
out process of ar'lendinc . In other words the minority view and majority 
vieW on a ~ill a nd that is really the way to do it to amend it to the minority 
point of view and v0te 0:"" it. People use it to co:ne in with philosophies ;.! , 

to build their reputa t io!l a n d thelike. It makes Ii fe very difficult to 
know what is goil''.€" on . c.;Li.t frankly mu,ch the same way, when the staff can 
g et something on ~t t hey I~O, if they can't I go down there soon enough to 
talk to a f ew /§el~,~ tors Oil the issue and you v.,ill fenerally, if you studied 
the bill a li t tle 'J i t ;-'efore the manuvering started than you will have an 
idea. 

Q. Does debate ever make a difference? 

Aj To this point only on one occasion, two occasions was debate 
of any s i gni f i can c e to me. So I would say g'enerally negative. I would not 
minimize t houg 1J. the full scope of effectiveness of good floor presentations. 

Q. What were those two occasions? 

A. The law s on the National :sanks was on the floor and there-.as 
a n a~end'nent propos 8G. l ini ting the right of mutual ~avings and loan organ­
izations to use checking accounts a s part of their service. Th~rd party 
Certificates or contracts that were in existence in the state of Massachusetts 
and the basic bill had chosen to ignore that. It wOlld have permitted them 
to continue. The amendme~t. wood have limited them to Massachusetts and 
requ'Bsted that a certaLl arn~ of the .I).dministration or executive department 
report with a stu dy on it. I knew politically and perhaps ideologically 
INhere I stood. I favored the amendment. r3ut I don' tknow how they ever 
vote purel:! on t~lat. It 2_lso has to ',e rational. Or I don't feel very 
comfortable. On the other hand usually there is a significant rational to 
a concept like orderliYless on a wide scope. I was listening and trying , 
to find out why there was a ny justification for doing this. A Senator from 
Utah in the floor derate was try5;ng' to answer a Senator f rom lNisconsin. In 
that debate I clearly ~ot the idea t hat I would vote for the amendment. Not ' 
to lL:1it a. =tind of s'8rv lce ahat a n L 1Stitutio'1 or ban:{ was going to g i v e 
but rather to [i ve us t i me to de termine v!hetter or not we were prerni tting 
an insti tut iOl, tha.L (la(1 ll :l -fa i r c ompeti ti ve a dvanta.g e b ecause th ey were aot 
govern ed l-.: y '~h'~ sane rul e s and r egula t ions which went along with SOl;'le of the 
pr ivil eres . I t did :lO t c O;:!t:: out l..L1'~il I hea r d :It precisely explain ed, , 
'the o t her oce i f<:"l S on, thF 18.st Presi(!ential a ppointment to t he Fede!'8,1 Power 
Commi ssioL . _'~ :' s an 3.'n8 z L1<:' vo-+;e . ' ~:-;or 'leone shoulc 2.nali ze i t . . . ..... 

Q. ~:on ~{r" o':J I s ? ent ahont 20 rnh-:1J.t e s l()o J ~ ing at that v ote . iro 
d~terl 'ljJ'le ::: O"l e s ort c f (3 pattern . 

A . ','ou ,,)f~ 2 \V:''1,t 1.' P ""flE:' rl \\'28 t hat I'lS r:y people Wel-lt to the floor 
at the stcirt o ::-~ t~e ::' 3V 3(.i ~'in!: v: e l1 YO:l ' ve z ot ' ~ o 'be aga .i.nst this fellow' 
'-,eca1)8e h e o ' ~ ',' io1.., ;3 l y ,~_s 3. 1;' i n dus try 1.1a '1 . Well j t trums u p on the iloor 
t:hat ;,'O U ,2 0 ~ :~ R ep'L~ j Lc: a :n Oll t~le mL !or i t Y si rle prese:'ltor t hrou{5, h t'~ Steven s ' 
who is 0 11 c: r : (~ £'8.S orie'c !'t:a t 8d . ',; 0 yo u an:, lis tenin[ t o see lIla:_e sure that 
"Ie really 3. iC': ' i; :',e t 'L i n.''. a t ot&l : i r. ,lus try ma;1 an d all of a sudden y ou find 
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that he is joined with his :proll1otinc 1'\ 'Y John Tunney of C2.1i Tornia. John 
is now 8a~!in>?" not OYlIV 2S J:~ h i R R S~) lell d i d 1"118 n [lu t let me tell you. that the 
conservationist fT01.(OS th; n '\. ,, 0 too. ~e sta rts to Yla ri1e them o:'f a!'"ld then 
he ends UD savina a~j besides t h e nrinciuJe f Aar is the regulation of 
natural €,"as !) ~ his P2st. I 0011't ~) r8e ,.dth i1,iJ'l: -:- et ITie tell you, you j-cno'v'v' 
this fellow may b e 2. corpor8 te law~Ter who worked for .]tandarcl Oil but he 
knows enoufh about it to have a real oDinion about it. rie doesn't think 
the regulation of natura} gelS is Bood for the country. That left a -cerror 
in Moss and that frouD's ulank i~ terms of had the President appointed a 
Standard ell man or hac he 8npoin ted a very learned fellow who works for·(-~ .,.', 
Stadnard Oil. jut it also brouf ht Tower to his feet to clarify that the 
Administra.tion was i n Tact Toolinf hi::1. Ee was convinced b~l Tunney that the 
state~e~ts Tunnev was quotinp that i n fact this was not a friend of the pro­
ducer as 'Ie put it r;eca:l.se he was a g-airlst the regu1ation. 'tTell that had 
done much to me at that point although I had decided to vote for him going 
in a.nd that convinced l'le yes I' [<1 r i Eh t, I'm wi1ling to. Then somebody just 
pricked my consc i e:'1ce ali ttle bit, r:1y concern. Holline: s addressp.d himself 
to it. A very sif'1:91e eloqu enct a r yument on credibility. That we ar e entering 
a period of time when credihility i s so important and credibility of the 
Feeleral Fower C omr1iss ioner a s be i ng fa ir when so many changes in tha natural 
fOs prices and all t hes e sort of things were required a.nd that let's Gon't 
talk about how good or how bad or how qualified or how unqualified or where 
he is from that he is a Democrat, all of these things, let's just adnit 
that he ma0e a decision to be a lawyer and that is W"o:'1derful and that at some 
~oint in time he represented Standard eil for 8 or 10 or ~2 or 14 years and 
a:'1Y0 :'"le who could do that enters the commission with th e consumer feel ing 
that he is not credi':-)le in terms of being' objective'. 30 on that grounds 
a lone let's vote against him. That is one of the finest argur.1ents made, 
made far more eloquently than I'm trying to make it. I weighed it a l l and 
I was v~ry pleased to resist Tower's statement to me that he is not an oil 
and gas man so you ~a d better vote a gainst him. I didn't buy .that beca use 
I had known lawyers who make beautiful criminal defense lawyers who colldn't 
( d f f'" + -I- ' en 0 _ _ lrs" \Jape) 

Q. The basic i mput of my question is really whether or not rules 
make a difference? 

A. Well I've not ':-)een here lone-: enough to witness the entanglement 
or impact of a proc edure on the floor to a degree tha.t it caused a confusion 
or had an effect on +'he ultimate vote. I did not say that I have not ob­
served the potential for that. And I'M certainly not the smartes t guy lltl. 
around and came in here with no experimce at all in procedural matters. So 
I would say if they have been intelligihle in understanding for me they are 
probably not very di~ficult. I a m somewhat amazed at how si~ple the rul~s 
are to be fra::1k with you. I am equally amazed at how certain people make them 
ea sy and others make them difficult. I've seen that too. 

Q. 
agreements. 

There seems to be a tremendous emphasis on unanimous consent 
!':'O you find tha t this helps or hinders the operations? 

A. I think it is tremendous because it is permitting some real 
orderliness. On the ot1.er and I think it is doinp an injustice when it 
come=; to really passiTle- legisla tioD by unani r.lOus consent. I might explore 
logging sone ohject i oYl to that. Yesterday vIe passed three or four bills 
by u!lanil'1ous consent. '~'l e voted on them all and I was there and hardly had 
time to kn0W t hey were coming up. But the other part of setting down the 
damn format Tor the da y and really agreein€ on who has time to do what 
I thi~~ that it really great. 
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It . ', e,O'etive . J c!nL ' t:l:.in'{ ;, Repu" l ic:l il in N' ew IJlexico when you are 
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~Iemo('rat . a ~2} tl) : r8.', l o <1 t'2inst you . Inspi::teof the advrll1ts€tes of being here 
the ~ra~~ ~n~ Drivile~p s Rld th e pay~ol: t~8t ~er~tts you to have people out i 
touch wi th citiz p;-;s a ~1I-) all , I rlon''t; t} l Ll.K: it is a sure thine:. 

~. ::ha t l':,in~ S 1.'') an i~terest i nE ques t iO!l . In every sta te there 
are two '3e 18,tors '·,h,") :represen t the same ?'eographical area. In your instance 
your col1e2 gne is f:"~ O ( 'l an'-lther party. Could you compare the types of 
support tha t Y('Ill Ce t wi '<li"l ~':--,e 3t3tR \'lith hi3, Is tl l eY'e a 12rg e c> v(~ rl2.p 
r.o you ~furu:}:.:? Cr are :,l()" C-; ,} Dporl~ed b~! di f'fere :~ i~ f)::'~oups? 

A; ~ha t i s pret t y hard to say. I think i ~ is pretty obvious that 
I,ve have tw o ::asis 0 7' sllpport. Tow s~e c i21 interest proups. 1- t~ll/" lie 
has ~ rea t SUpDort Pro ::! his ov;n culturally al ignec people , that is the 
Spanish A:nericans. ,-Ie comes into central j{ew Lexico witIl a strong majority 
f'rom T,h~:rl. ::I:he other i s , h e has a lways b een a stronf' frien d of or?:anized 
lahor so when he ca~Dolari7e the issues he Fets near unanimous support from 
the.... ""he later gro up is not terr ibly signi -f'icant . :~ot that b ig is what 
I'm saying . I thinK: t he -former is his bell runner. You f-:et a su~:' stantial 
portion of the Spanish Americans or you don't win. So there is an obvious 
third group T,hat are the middJe of the road and the conservative kind of 
~~ e1N l".exicans who are tlO Yl - Spanish American and non-labor oriented • That is 
the ~ig[est g roup but it i~ also not clearly defined. I have great support 
in that group. I thin~ his is very que8tionabl~. That would be the con­
servative east side of : iew !.lexico, the cattle man the oil man the business­
man , and just the generally conservative HeN Mexican. On the other hand we 
have a comparable area or an area of' comparaoility andthat is the Spanish 
American voter. Thel are traditionally Democrats and are prohably registered 
3! or 4- to 1. 'Su"t I ~n.ave in this past election established a great rapore 
and kinship with them. I gom a lot of traditional Democrat support frof:1 
the Spanish Americans. I'm grateful for it and I very easily line up on it's 
side and concern myself with its concer~s. 3ut it is also a more difficult 
natural alifnmen t than his. 80 I'm smart enoue;h to know that and. we'll just 
have to see how that works out. 

'ol. I n recent years there seem to be a rise in Mormal groups in the 
Senate. 'T'here is the ',i ednesday Cl bu and members of a group of freshmen which 
I f;8.ther has >"101'.' expanclec to the last three classes. You are involved in 
tha t p roup Qtl2. t e hea 'v i~,v i. f' T' m not mistaken. Are there any other g roups 
that you know of or belon,:, to. 

'That i. t the ', led :les da y Club? That ' s the liberal g roup? 

~hat ' 3 B ~roup of ~~ re libpral ~epuhl~ans . 

A. 

Q. rpl-:at ' S '10 ::";'; ol"P'8.nize, j the> "". .:lost of the others. Is ther8 a: ~ 
G'; r oup I"".)}:' i 'J ~'-,8nCe C! O[ ','feste r cl '~e:ji~ld iCens or ally+;hing o f t j'lat type? 

A . ,0 . ~'~leY",; is another ;dn,d of ,crOUD and I don't 1"eaJ..lv know 
what it 1,") . ;::'u t I h~"8 ':::0:'18 there :1 cou-ple of tl'1er:; and it centersVaround 
-;)rock . It is S0r+; {, 'f 3. ~uc:dey 8.TOUp. let me say that I non' t thinr:: any 
o-C' thnse .:roun;::: 8,,(,;'; h?I,'r ;,1'l;: a v ery 1"1"080 base Of' i r0.pact . I don't ~now about 

." 
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the !;\fednesday Group. I visited with them before I became a Senator, when 
I was consideri!1g rU::1ning. I do think that they have a good exchange of 
views. They give you some ideas on legislation that is pending which is a 
darn good. format. The other group I spoke of Roth-Bukley I've gotten to­
gether a couple of times and I really thl::11{ it's more of a gathering about 
what each of i tfl rlSrrlb ers think is important. The three classes joined up 
to fight. That is a mea n i nEful gro up because it doesn't have any kind of 
a partisan thinf- to it. liberal or conservative but rather the modernization 
of the, tha.t which the Senate gives to the Senate. It's offices, its tech=­
nological aids to see what is going on on the floor. Right now I should 
be able to punch sor1ething or open something or turn on a knob and know 
what is being debated on that amenaoent I~ f.~tl t downstairs. For the 
big€:est and most re:'1o uned deliberative body in the world to have to or such 
a technolog ically deficient system is incredulous. That three member group 
is seeking more mem;,er clerk hire more flexihility in managing our own 
clerk hire and those kinds of thinfs. To that extent they are great. Now I 
don't want to end your chat with a freshman Senator }<'~;l1 after five month·s " 
without telling- you what I really think are the two most signifi(iant thing s 
of a procedural nature that are wrong. We have already explored amendments 
and you know that I understand that it is not very orderly but we are not 
going to change that. We have explored committee chairmanship and that, 
we're not going to change that. ~ut the system of appropriating and funding, 
budgeting within the Congress as a Congress must be modernized or we will, 
if we don I t lose our power to rAt'!.l ?Hxon because he had problems we are going 
to lose it to an Executive that hoihds the people for eight years. Because 
we just can-t have a budgetary process that permits new bills to go on the 
floor 'by way of authorization for [00,900 million dollars with nobody having 
any understanding of how we are going to fit those into the budget in 6 months, 
,We just can't have a 2 billion dollar ongoing pro@ram in H~i with nobody 
moniterin~ it to see if it is worth a d.arn. on this end. We just can't do 
this kind of th i ng .and keep this country in shape. We did it before we had 
the expanded notion of' the F'ederal government. With the constitutional in­
hibitions and prohibitions g one where we can do damn near anything. :rle 
can get invo1 vec'l ~Ln land nse Pla'1ning under the Inter.state Com!Tlerce Glause. 
nobody questions it anymore. We can get involved in any kind of program, 
aleholisP1 tre2.tment, { O- PO-90-100- million. We can't do .'t tllat without some 
lilechanism, tha t is n mf\~' e r one. And the second is we 'v e .c'ot to fipure out a 
way t o ma k e t~e com~itte e meetinEs more worka~le for the~ average genator. 
We've got to eliminate c1uplicity, we've €Tot to eliminate the confusion of 
two meetir:, :~'s at t he sa r'12 time, we've f ot to gE:t conLmi ttee relationship for 
the avera 8'e :3er:ator on a more meaningful basis so that Senators staff is more 
related to sppcia lities I mean to th'e Senator and the committee staff is 
g iving thE'! ;' ens. t or e'verything he needs. 'l'f1ltlllltf.ft 
Q. ~hat doesn't see~ like too difficult a problem. 

A. It sure does not. The latter does not seem. Now there are 
su,!gestioll s tha t :r ? 0 t:. rlOnths on legisla tion and 6 months on hearings. Or 
one year a l l legislation and appropriation and one year gettig ready f or it 
all. I do1' 't t ;link .it has to be that drastic. The fact that there are such 
suggestions point out the trelnendous problem of having bills coming in fro m 
allover the worl d. ~ ow t here is one other third one that I throw i n that's 
arrivinf . The ~act that leg islation is getting very complex and that it 
crosses the jurisdictional IJotE1dries of comni ttees is hecoming a mammoth problem. 
~1here you have (1 ~ S8 ster reI ie1' in three d i ffere:lt comMittees and somebody is 
trying- to c:rav.l -':he 'lJi 11 for disaster reI ief • T.'l.eere you have part of a pro-
blem COt:!! i n7 t~ the f'lC?or ~o be s<;>l ved tod~y under a Banki,nJ.:'Z' Committee t s bill 
we are l, f'iontns ..c.'rora ara \'ilno- a l:nll that 1S suppose to t~1-Jyi!iltt/ do it 

D.359 5:1 Original in University of Rochester Rare Books & Special Collections. Not to be reproduced without permission. NOTICE: This material may also be protected by copyright law (Title 17 US Code)



• • c. 
·/' 
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