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I asked if he felt constrained at all in speaking out when he wanted
to speak. '"None at all. On the trip to ChinazSam Nunn bent over backwards
to let me have all the time I wanted. Baker sent me to the NATO conference.

I have felt under no inhibitions at all. From Day One, I've had trouble with
the Department of Education. Nobody sat on me for opposing it--even though I
was the only one. So long as you do it without telling people what a dumb bill
they have, so long as you oppose in a reasonable way, they have no objection.
I had no problem in the committee. I didn't know until today that Javits
wasn't with me."

ym

He said he still went to the House, geimg—in "It opens at 7:00 and the
one over here doesn't open till ten. So if I have no early morning appointment,
I'11 stop over there and work out for an hour. It's a lot better guym. And on
Saturday I take my kids to the House gym?”zzBut if I have time in the afternoon,
I'll use the Senate gym. It's a matter of conveniencefliﬁut it's important
for me to go back over there. I had lunch with Jack Kemp yesterday. I think
it's important to stay in touch."

That's‘dgg; I noted that Barber Conable had greeted him in the Capitol
this morning with "Didn't you used to be Bill &ohen?" Bill said to me "He'd
say that anyway." But I said there was still that little tweak there and he
agreed.

But he said a couple of times "I'm enjoying myself. I'm right in line
with my job."

I asked Bill, back in his office, why he checked with Muskie on the
Kennedy measure this afternoon, he said "It's a political problem for me.
Muskie is probably going to oppose it, trying to protect the budget process.

I don't want to undercut Muskie. And I don't want to appear to be a bigger
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spender than he is. Maybe the facts are on the side of the budget increase--

a lot of conservatives are for it. But it is the first vote and therefore it's

more important to me. I'll get knocked all around Maine for being against the

doctors and nurses. Muskie will too, but the difference is that he won't

have to run again. There will be other votes where we differ. He'll vote for

the new Department of Education, which will cost a lot more than this amend-

ment. This one is hard for me because I'm going to vote to increase the defense

budget. But I'll have to go back and explain my votes. If I can't I won't

come back either. I always told you I never planned to make a career in politics.
Re the Pentagon, he said they had dossiers on all the new members and

that the day the SAC commander testified, he came up afterwards and invited

him to come to Omaha. ''The Pentagon probably thought they were getting some

left winger. Actually I feel as strongly about national defense as anyone on

the committee--with the exception of the B-1l, which I thought was a great

waste of money. But I want the Pentagon to know that it won't be a love in.

That's why I asked the questions I did yesterday. I'm going to ask questions

and if I get answers, I'll be satisfied. I just want them to have to work

for it."




