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says Ferris. Don and Gerry said they knew a lot of the things to do
but couldn't do them and it was frustrating. But they'd had no experience.
Paul had none; Gerry had some; Don had none.

The campaign began officially in a room in Boston on March 19, 1970.
Gerry said that "The actual decision to run was made in a walk by the
frozen over Charles River in Cambridge in December 1969." (by him alone)

After the Scituate open meeting we went to another party of the same
sort I had been to in 1972 at Kate Daly's (se's Paul's sister) in Falmouth.
It was a gathering of the clan at Mary Lou Butlers. Mary Lou was Hanover
coordinator in 1972, went to work on Gerry!s Hanover staff and left a few
months ago to have baby. Baby was still born and they went around to
cheer her up. ('"Mary Lou and Kevin are the best of these kind in Scituate.
They come from Irish-cop backgrounds, they are bright. They are good
people.") Betsey and Jim Litton were there, Paul McCarthy (field coordinator),
Yadeline Sherry (who took Mary Lou's place) a féllow :named Armstrong and
his wife, who had worked in 1972, a girl who was President of Scituate LWV,
another girl who had been the chief Scituate organizer ('Scituate was the
best organized town in the district.") They were all young; all enthusiastic
and quite unlike any group I've been with. They told stories--mostly of
the people that had come in with problems to the staff (as Dee and Mardee
had done earlier). For example, the lady who thought her son had been
abducted by a vampirej; the lady with the pink wig etc. Gerry seemed more
at home here than he had at the 1972 party. I think, as Betsey says "He's
weathered well. And it could have gone either way. But he's fun to be

with now." He thinks of them as "good people" and a family. And they
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take a kind of personal interest in him that few intimate groups do.
They do want a piece of him as few other in-groups do--in terms of
intimate exchanges. But time is what they want, like all the others,
and it's tough. (He was torn between going home to be with his Mother,
who had just gone to her first open meeting and going with "the gang"
to Mary Lou's house.) It will be interesting to see if the passage of
time and political success puts distance between him and then. Maybe
they'll grow old together .like Jack F. has with his group. But the
esprit is remarkable, and the warmth of the shared experience is palpable.
This is where he is "at home," sitting around Mary Lou's livingroom,
cross-legged on the floor listening to stories and laughing and drinking
with the "good people'--the generation of young people who are both
concerned and political.

Studds took "politico" stance in saying he though the vote on
Ford as VP was one wheve constituents should speak and have their way--
the election of a VP--provided only that they spoke decisively--which

they did--3-1 pro Ford. Studds as delegate. He said vote on impeach-

ment was one where "if ever there was a vote on which each congressman
must examine the evidence and vote his own conscience, it is a vote on

impeachment of the President." Studds as trustee., He explicitly dif-

ferentiated the two votes. So, in sum, he takes "politico" role.




