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Setting (place of interview, people present, impressions) 

The interviews took place in Hrs. Sturman's home, no one else 1'-Tas 
present. -Mrs. Sturman has been in the Rochester community since 
1938 and "t'Tas very knowledgeable and informative. She was an 
eager and enthusiastic participant. 

Background of intervieHee 

Hr. and Mrs. Sturman are both very active in the-Jewish community in 
Rochester. Hr. Sturman was interviewed separately by Brian Nitchell. 
Their affiliation is with Temple Beth-El, in whibh Ivirs. Stuman has 
been very active. They are co-chairmen of the Rehovat Sister City 
Program and Mrs. Sturman is currently the Vi�e-Pres. of the Federation, 
and on the Allocations Committee. 

Intervieu abstract 

This set of interviews is particularly insightful into the organ�zed 
Jewish community in Rochester o Ivlrs, Sturman had some interesting things 
to say about the role of women in the Je"t'rish community. All topics 
were coJWiered, Rehovat was gone into in great depth as "t'Tas .the Campus 
Complex Pro ject. 
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Mrs. Florence Sturman: Interview Log 

•rape I Side A 

Background . 
Born in Syracuse, came to Rochester in 1938 when married 
Parents of Eastern European descent--father active in 

Jewish community in Syracuse 
Englfush spoken at home 
Large family-- 5 brothers, F,S, only college graduate 
Anti-Semitism in Syracuse-- childhood experience, job ex. 
Hebrew education 

l�'amily 
Three sons all college educated--all unmarried 
One lives in Rochester--all bar l'Utzvahed 

-IrReligious feelings of second generation 
Beth-:en 

Nr. Sturman--native Rochesteriam 
Brighton--move there 1938 

*Changes 
Impetus for joining temple 

Josepij. Ave. area 
Shopping 
Impressions 

Ba�en St, Settlement 
Riots 

*Women's Human Relations Council 
vlhy Rochester 

*FIGHT 

Outfuide agitation 
Anti-Semitism? 

*Sol Olinsky (449) 
NAACP 
Urban League 

Mrs. Harper Sibley (524) 
Fear of more riots 
Cohen's Restaurant 
Religion 

Beth -El 
Conservative Novement 

***Women 
Role same as it always has been in temple 

**Woman's movement 
United Community Chest didn't accept women on board until 1969 

Tape I Side B 

***Women 
Jewish Comm Federation: no women on board until recently 
Beth-ElJnO women on board until recently, no officers 
UJWF: Family Service 
Reform Temples have more women participation then Cons. 

Reform/Conse�vative/Orthodox friction 
Good relations after HWII because of bhe Holocaa{}_t and Israel 

Eastern European/German Jewish friction 
**Bernstein (72) 

Activities 
Turning B'rith Kodesh members towards Zionism 



Mrs. Florence Sturman: Interview Log cont. 

*WWII/Holocaust/Israel 
Personal experiences 
Open-Door Restaurant 
Effects of Holocaust 

*Assimilation 
Intermarriage 

UN 

Affects 
Religious values 

Change of opinion: pre recent IsraiDl turmoil 
Not an effective peace keeping force 

, Israel 
*Survival of Israel necessary to survival of Jews? 

· *Goi:bda Heier 
Stephen May (398) and the politica community 
Joe Silverstein (4 16) 

Lack of Jewi�h participation in local government 
Differences between local Democrats and Republicans 
Saul Linowitz (479) 
Anti-Semitism in Rochester politics 

JY/JCC 
Led a girls youth group 

*Importance of the JCC 
...Te�>rish culture in Rochester 
Cultural orientation of the Jewish Community 

Art Gallery 
Civic Music Assn. 
Museum of Science and Planetarium 
RPO 

*Why is there a disproportionate representation every above 
(except the l'!useum) of Jews? 
Rochester as a culturaa community 
Ruth Rosenberg (679) and the Opera program 

'I'a pe II Side 11 

Community Activities 
Preso Brighton PTA 

Jewish participation in education 
Human Relations Field 

**\-/omen's Human Relations Council--discusrudm group 
Educational Activities--why Jews? 

*Community Chest--less Jews than women or blacks 
Museum--lack of Jews 
Jews in·non-Jewish activities 
Opinion of Jews who participate in only Jewsih activities 

*Community Relations between Gentiles and Jews 
*Gentile participation in Jewish activities 
Corporation participation 

Jewish community as a closed community 
Brighton as a Jewish ghetto 

School system--busing 
Changes in Jewish Organizational Activity 

Popularity waxes and wanes--Council of Jewish Women, lateJO's 
Sisterhoods. early 40's--Haddassah 1948 on. 

Refugee Resettlement and Open Door Restaurant--Stella Shiffren (324 



Nrs. Florence Sturman: Interview Log Cont. 

*Wh� did certain organizations gain and lose popularity? 
*Volunteer system in Rochester 

Increase of professionals 
*Sisterhood, Beth-El--act.i vi ties 

Changes 
***Federation Activities 

***Campus Complex 
Community reaction 
Isolation of the Jewish Community 

*Allocations Committee 
\vha t goes where 

Women's Assn. 
*'�H}Rehova t 

Sister City Idea--Rochester has 6 Sister Cities--Stephen May 
*Visiting and exchange students 

Tape II Side B 

***Rehovat 
non-fundraising. 
Ivlain job is enhancement of Israel 
Sister City International Conference 
Information dimemination activities 
How five other cities are run 
Problems with the studnet exchange 
Sister City International Congerence 
Peace Corps 

Israel--flucuation in activities 
Trips to Israel 

**Samuel Sturman(220) --first President of the Joint Community 
Council, President of Beth-El, very Israel minded. 
Contributed to the Psychology Department at the Hebrew 
University nad left his estate to the University. 
Charter member of Temple Beth-El. Active in the Children 
Home and the Home for the Aged. 0'\'med Sturman Home 
Furnishing Co. Self-educated, died 1966. 

Living in Israel? 
Zionism--must a person be a Zionist to be a good Jew? 

Fututr for the Rochester Jewish Community 
No Limes of demarcation anymore 
Prominence of the Federation 

Tilly Rose (356) 
Rae Aoli (372) 
Local leaders--sympathy with the Jewish Corr�unity 

·=*chan�es in t'he tenor of Life in Rochester 
Country Clubs 
Suburban plight and help for inner city 
City government•s handling of inner city problems 



I n te rv i ew w i t h  FLORENCE  STURMAN (MRS . L EON H . ) 
J une 23 , 1 976  
By  T i na I saacs  

I n te rv i ew 
Tape 1 
S i de  A 

Page 1 

Q . Th i s  i s  T i na I saacs  i n te rv i ew i ng M r s .  F l o ren ce S t u rma n .  I t  i s  Wednesday , 

J un e  23. Th i s  i s  Tape 1, S i de A .  M r s .  S t u rman , cou l d  you p l ea s e  te l l me 

someth i ng a bout  you r backg round ? Where  you we re born and  s uch?  

A .  Ye s .  I wa s bo rn i n  Syrac u s e , New Yo rk .  And . . . do you wan t  dates  and  so  

on of  b i r t h ?  

Q. I f  you wan t  to.  

A.  We 1 1  . .  

Q . I n eve r p re s s  for da te s .  

A. You d on ' t p re s s  fo r dates , we l l  I don ' t know . . .  but , a t  any rate , I d i dn ' t  

come to Rocheste r u n t i l  1 938 when I was ma r r i ed so t h a t  my know l ed g e  of the  

Roches t e r  J ew i s h  commun i ty wou l d  date  1 938 on . 

Q . Are your  pa ren t s  Ame r i can s ?  

A .  My pa ren t s  came to t he Un i ted States  when t hey we re in  t he i r teen s .  An d bo t h  

of t hem became q u i te Ame r i can i zed . They we re ma r r i ed i n  t h e  S tates . And 

my fat h e r  wa s ve ry much i nvo l ved w i t h t he J ew i s h commun i ty of  Syracu s e .  I n  

fac t ,  he  wa s one of  t he foun de r s  of  Temp l e  Add i s  Ya s h u ron (Tran sc r i be r ' s 

n ote: i mp rope r  s p e l l i ng ) , wh i ch i s  a Con s erva t i ve temp l e .  And t h a t  wa s 

one of  t he ear l y  Cons erva t i ve temp l es .  He wa s one of  the ve ry ea r l i es t  

membe r s  of t he Con s e rva t i ve movemen t .  And he wa s one o f  t he f i r s t  Z i on i s t s  

i n  S y racuse , one o f  t h e  ea r l i es t Z i on i s t s  i n  Syrac u s e .  So , w e  h a d  a fam i l y  

i nvo l vemen t a l l t he t i me w i th t h e  act i ve ,  you kn ow ,  act i ve J ewis h  commun i ty .  

And . 

Q . Where  we re you r  pa rent s  f rom ? 

A .  M y  D a d  wa s f rom wha t  wa s cal l ed Me i s c htod . Tha t was  o n  the border  between 
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A .  ( Con t i nued ) Po l an d  . . .  L i t huan i a ,  i t  wa s then L i thuan i a  and  Ge rmany , 

a s  I wa s t o l d .  And t h e r e  wa s q u i te a g roup of peop l e  f rom Me i sc htod s e t t l ed 

i n  Sy racuse . I n  fac t ,  t he synagogue wa s o r i g i na l l y  ca l l ed the  Me i sc h tode r's 

S hu l . Have you hea rd t ha t  before? 

Q . We l l ,  yea , t ha t .  that ' s  somet h i ng t ha t  comes u p  a l ot ,  you know ,  l i t t l e  

commun i t i es tha t a l l s e t t l ed tog e t h e r .  

A .  T ha t ' s r i g h t .  An d i t  wa s q u i te a . . .  a g roup o f  men tha t s e t t l ed the r e .  

My mot h e r  s e t t l ed i n  Ut i ca o r i g i na l l y .  And s he wa s f rom a n  area o f  Po l and  

ca l l ed . . i t  was ca l l ed the  Key . Now I don ' t  know exact l y  where tha t wa s ,  

b u t , a s  say t hey were ma r r i ed young . My Dad came when he wa s a bout 16 yea r s  

o f  a g e. He  b rough t  ove r h i s who l e  fam i l y ,  w bi ch wa s q u i te ama z i n g .  He came 

a l on e and h i s  unc l e  had p receded h i m . And h i s  unc l e  s ta rted h i m  o u t  i n  

Syracu s e .  I t  wa s t he u sua l t h i n g , w i t h  a p a c k  on h i s  bac k .  A n d  m y  D a d  i n  

l a te r  yea r s  d i dn ' t  have an  a ccen t o r  a n y t h i ng ,  nor  d i d  my mot he r .  They were 

s e l f- taug h t . My Dad  became a n  op t i c i an ,  an  optomet r i s t .  And h e  had off i ces 

i n  t h e  co un t ry town , and  he wou l d  commute  to t h e  town f rom t he beg i nn i ng of t h e  

week a n d  re tu rn on F r i d ay fo r the  S habba t .  And h i s con tacts  w i th a l l t h e  

Gen t i l e p eop l e  t h roughout  the week  p robab l y  Ame r i ca n i zed h i m  t remendou s l y .  

And then when he retu r ned for  t he weekend he wa s con s ta n t l y  i nvo l ved i n  

temp l e  act i v i t i e s  and t he fam i l y .  S o  t ha t  h e  . . .  h i s  who l e  wee kend wa s 

t a ken up  w i th temp l e  p rob l ems and  s o  on . And he became . . . he  was on the 

Boa r d  of D i rec t o r s  of  the t emp l e ,  a nd then  he wa s V i ce - P re s i de n t  a n d  Hon o r a ry 

V i ce- P re s i den t for a l i fet i me .  A t  t h a t  t i me , the  p res i de n t  o f  t he temp l e  wa s 

p res i dent  fo r maybe twen ty yea rs  o r  mo re .  There wa s a sort  of dynas t y .  S o  

Dad d i dn ' t bebome t he p res i de n t , but h e  wa s a s  I s ay Hon o ra ry V i ce-P re s i de n t  

a who l e  l i fe t i me .  And befo re h e  wou l d . had d i ed he wa s honored by t h e  

p re s i dent  a nd t h e  commun i ty .  H e  wa s q u i te i nvo l ved . And  m y  mother  wou l d  
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A .  ( Cont i nued ) ba ke t h e  . . . homebody . We had a l a rge  fam i l y ,  a n d  i n  those 

days  women s p en t t he i r t i me i n  the home .  A very wa rm l ove l y  pe r son , my 

reco l l ect i on of h e r .  They d i ed j u s t  s ho rt l y  a ft e r  I wa s ma r r i ed .  

Q . Was . . .  I ta ke i t  t h en Eng l i sh wa s s poken i n  t he home'? 

A .  Yes ,  ye s .  Oh , 1 1 1 1  tell  you . Eng l i sh was s poken i n  t he home a l l the  t i me 

excep t my g ra n dmo t h e r  came to  l i ve w i t h  u s  a n d  she  d i ed when I wa s a bout n i n e 

yea r s  of ag e .  An d s he s poke Y i dd i s h .  B u t , you s ee ,  I .  . .  I can u nd e r s tand 

Y i dd i sh bec a u s e  o f  my g randmo t he r ,  a l t houg h t ha t  know l edge wa s c u t  off  at  

n i ne .  But  s he . . s he . . . I don 1 t be l i eve s h e  spoke E ng l i sh a t  a l l .  

B u t  t he . . .  t he n a t u ra l commun i ca t i on i n  t he home was i n  E ng l i s h ,  excep t  

once i n  a wh i l e whe n  my pa ren t s  wa n ted to s ay s omet h i ng t hey d i dn 1 t wan t  u s  

to  u n de r s tand, t hen  they wou l d  reve r t  to  Y i dd i s h .  

Q, Now how . . .  you s a i d  t ha t  you came f rom a l a rg e  fam i l y .  How many b ro t he r s  

a n d  s i s te r s  d i d  y ou have'? 

A .  We  1 1 ,  I wa s t he young e s t  and  I was t he on l y  g i r l .  I had  f i ve o 1 de r b rothers . 

Q. OK .  D i d .  . d i d  you r brothers  go to  col l ege'? 

A .  Ac tua l l y ,  wa s t h e  on l y  one tha t wa s g ra d u a ted f rom co l l eg e  i n  t h e  fam i l y .  

My b ro thers s t a rted i n  col l eg e  a n d  d ropped out  and  s o  on . So , I wa s rea l l y  

t he on l y  one  t h a t  g raduated .  

Q . Where d i d  you g o  to s c hoo l '?  

A .  I wen t  to Syracuse  Un i ve rs i ty .  

Q . O K .  When you were a ch i l d ,  can you remembe r any a n t i - Sem i t i sm i n  Sy racu s e'? 

A .  I .  i t 1 s  a pec u l i a r t h i ng beca u s e  my mos t v i v i d  reco l l ec t i on s  date  back 

to the  t i m e  wa s a round f i ve yea r s  o f  age . And I wa s very , ve ry c l os e  to 

a g i r l who 1 i ved two doo r s  awa y .  She  wa s C a t ho l i c  I r i sh .  A n d  He l en e  and  1 

we re i n s epa rab l e .  I n  fact , I j us t  recen t l y  saw h e r  a t  a col l eg e  c l a s s  reun i on 

a f t e r  a l ap s e  of maybe twen ty yea rs. Bu t at any ra te , rememb e r  a roun d t he 
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A. ( Con t i n ued ) C h r i s tmas  p e r i od s h e  to l d me that s h e  hea rd t ha t  I had 

k i l l ed C h r i s t .  And I wen t c ry i ng home t o  my pa ren t s  a n d  I kept say i n g , 1 1 1 

d i dn 1 t  k i l l  C h r i s t .  d i dn 1 t  k i l l  C h r i s t .•• And i t  was s o  v i v i d  that  i t  l e f t  

a l a st i n g i mp res s i on .  remember ve ry def i n i te l y  tha t I wa s a l i t t l e  

env i ou s  of t he C h r i s tma s t ree and  the  C h r i s tma s ce l eb ra t i on .  An d I a l ways  

used to ta ke p re sen t s  ove r to  t he Reyno l ds fam i l y at  C h r i s tma s t i me .  And ,  

o f  cou r s e ,  i n  those days  w e  d i dn 1 t  ce l ebrate  Chanu kkah ve ry much . We 1 d  l i gh t  

t h e  can d l es a n d  t hey wou l d  g i ve you . . .  you r  pa ren t s  wou l d  g i ve you 

C ha n ukkah g e l t and you wou l d  have a spec i a l  mea l o r  someth i ng .  B u t  I don 1 t 

r emembe r  any  rea l p re sen t s  a t  tha t pa r t i cu l a r  per i od o f  t i me .  I think t ha t  

the  Reyno l ds u sed t o  g i ve me s omet h i n g , you know, some candy o r  s omething 

1 i ke t h a t .  B u t , t h a t  wa s m y  mos t v i v i d  i mp re s s i on .  Now , i f  you g o  on to 

l a te r  yea rs ,  I don 1 t  t h i n k  wa s a s  awa re o f  i t  a s  I p roba b l y s hou l d  have 

been . B u t  when i t  came to s ee k i ng a pos i t i on ,  I found t h a t  I had  d i f f i cu l t i es .  

I h a d  a doub l e  deg ree f rom Sy ra c u se i n  t h e  S choo l of Educa t i on a n d  i n  the 

L i be r a l Arts  S c hoo l , maj o r i ng in  S oc i o l ogy and  H i s to r y .  And I wanted to 

t ea c h .  A n d  I wa s on l y  o f fe red one teach i ng pos i t i on i n  the  sma l l town o f  

Pa t te roug a s , New York ,  wh i ch h a d  1 2 00 peop l e  i n  i t ,  comp l ete l y  C h r i s t i an 

town , a n d  my pa ren t s  wou l d  n o t  l et me accep t .  A few yea r s  l a ter I wa s to l d  

tha t I was u s ed a s  a n  examp l e  of t he c ha nge  of  t i mes  because  my c reden t i a l s 

we re out s tand i ng i n  t ho s e  yea r s ,  a nd yet the  doo r s  we re c l osed to  J ew i s h 

g i r l s  i n  t he t eac h i ng p rofes s i on .  

Q. D i d  you resen t t h a t7 

A .  I d i dn 1 t .  I don 1 t  t h i nk I rea l l y  q u i te re� l i zed t h a t  i t  wa s becau se I wa s 

J ew i sh .  had  a l ot of s e l f-con f i dence , and  I j us t  a s s umed tha t maybe t h ere 

we ren•t open i ng s .  I t  was d u r .  . i t  wa s i n  1 936 t ha t  I was g raduated and  

t hose  wer e  Dep res s i on yea r s ,  an d j us t  f i gu red t h e r e  we ren 1 t  t he open i ng s .  
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A .  ( Con t i nue d )  A n d  I don 1 t  t h i nk I was a s  upset  a s  o t he r s  we re up set  for 

me . But I d i d  get ano t he r  pos i t i on i n  a d i ffe ren t f i e l d  e h t i re l y ,  so I gue s s  

tha t took ca re o f  i t . 

Q . O K. I wan t  to ta l k  about tha t i n  a few m i n u tes . We re you o r  you r b rothe r s  

. a n d  you r b rothe r s , g i ven  a Heb rew educa t i on ?  

A .  My brothe r s  . . .  o f  . . .  o f  t he f i ve t hey . . .  t hey d i d  g o  t o  Heb rew s c hoo l , 

but  on l y  two we re B a r  M i t zvahed , wh i ch i s  ve ry i n te res t i ng con s i de r i ng my 

fa the r L s  i nvo l vemen t i n  t he temp l e .  

Q . R i g ht .  

A .  I sta r ted i n  Heb rew s choo l and  I t h i n k  I had  two c l a s se s . And  I wa s s i tt i ng 

i n  the f ron t sea t ,  a n d  I remembe r t h i s  v i v i d l y ,  and  the  tea c he r  ye l l ed a t  

someone i n  the bac k  s eat a n d  I wa s s o  f r i g h tened that  I neve r retu rned to 

Hebrew s c hoo l . And i n  t hose days i t  wa s n 1 t  cons i de red too i mportant  fo r a 

. a . . . a J ew i s h  g i r l  to have a Hebr ew educa t i on .  So  I j us t  d i dn 1 t  g o  

a n y  f u r t he r ,  but  I a l ways wen t  to S unday s chooL And wa s con f i rmed , and  

ta ug h t  S u n da y  s c hoo l when I wa s at  co l l ege . And  t he n  when I wa s ma r r i ed I 

. . . I s i g ned up fo r a Heb rew cou r s e  a t  Temp l e  B e t h  E 1 and r i g h t a t  t ha t  

t i me I had to  l eave town , m y  moth e r  wa s i l l ,  so  had to d rop the cou r se. But  

I had  the books s o  I taug h t  myse l f ,  so  that  I can  read t he p rayer book and 

can  fo l l ow t he s erv i ce a n d  I can s i n g a n d  cha n t  and  so on . So t ha t  I fee l 

comfortab l e  i n  t he temp l e ,  but  I . . .  t h i s  wa s mo re o r  l e s s  be i ng se l f�taug h t , 

rea l l y  don 1 t have a fu l l  know l edge of Heb rew. I have to read t he t ra n s l i te ra t i on 

can 1 :t t ra n s l ate . 

Q. D i d  i t  seem na t u ra l to you a t  t he t ime t ha t  boys were g i ven  p refe rent i a l  

t reatmen t to g i 11ls , a nd . . . ? 

A .  I don 1 ·t t h i n k 

only g i r l an d 

wo r r i ed about i t  beca u s e  i n  my home I was , you know , I was the  

t h i n k I wa s sort  of t reated ve ry spec i a l l y. And  I a l ways  had 
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A.  ( Con t i n ued ) s u c h  a wa rm re l a t i on sh i p  w i t h t he fam i l y  that  I neve r f e l t 

s i ng l ed ou t .  d i sc r i m i na ted aga i n s t  a s  f a r  a s  a n y  k i n d o f  educa t i on wa s 

concerned .  I cou l d  have gone i f  I wa n ted to. cou l d  have done any t h i ng 

wan ted to .  An d ,  a s  I say , I d i d g o  to  S unday schoo l so  I d i d  get  a bas i c  

know l edge  of bac kg round o f  re l i g i on and  the  o l d  s to r i e s and  so on , a s  t hey 

u sed to teach t ho s e  days . The re wa s much  more of an  emp ha s i s  i n  Con s e rva t i ve 

J uda i sm on the  Sun day schoo l p rog ram . I t  wa s a . . .  t ha t  wa s the maj o r  

a ct i v i ty for  young peop l e  a s  f a r  a s  e d uca t i on wa s con ce rned . They d i dn't have 

t he . t he t h ree-day-a�week Heb rew schoo l gene ra l l y  for  mos t  c h i ld ren . 

t h i n k t he maj o r i ty wen t on S un day .  

Q. O K. I ' d l i ke to  ta l k  about your  fam i l y  for a wh i l e .. How many c h i l d ren do 

you have? 

A . I have t hr ee s on s .  

Q. Th ree sons . Oh , you don 1 t  have d a ug hte r s . 

A .  N o ,  and  t hey '· re  a l l bache l or s. Wou l d  you 1 i ke some . . .  ? 

Q . No t hanks. OK .  Now , have you r son s gone to co l l ege?  

A . . Yes .  My . . we l l ,  my o l de s t  son a t ten ded co l l ege  a t  Oh i o  We s l ey a n d  took 

cou r s e s  at Sy ra cu se  Un i ve r s i ty a nd U. of R . , but he n eve r g radua ted . My othe r 

two s on s have t he i r deg ree s , bot h  son s were g raduated f rom Da r tmout h  C o l l eg e .  

And one h a s  a Ha rva rd B u s i ne s s  Sc hoo l Ma s te rs Deg ree a n d  t he o t he r h a s  a Ma s te r s  

Deg ree f rom t h e  Un i ve rs i ty o f  I nd i an a .  

Q. I see . And how many of you r son s 1 i ve i n  Roche s te r ? 

A. J u s t  on e .  

Q. An d do you see h i m often ? 

A .  Ye s , p ract i ca l l y  eve ry day when h e  b r i ng s  h i s dog and  when he p i cks  h i s dog up . 

We '· re ve ry we ' re ve r y  c l os e .  

Q. I f  you had  a da u g ht e r wou l d  you have expected he r to g o  to co l l eg e? 
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A .  De f i n i te l y . 

Q. Do you t h i n k t ha t  you ra i sed you r  son s the same way bas i ca l l y  a s  you we re 

ra i sed you r se l f ?  As fa r a s  va l ues  go , a s  fa r a s  . . .  we l l ,  d o  you r son s have 

Hebrew educat i on s ?  

A. My son s  have a Heb rew educat i on .  They we re a l l Ba r M i tzva hed . But I m u s t  say  

t ha t  t hey d i d n1t  cont i nue on beyond the  Ba r M i tzvah  age .  I th i n k  one  of the  

boys d i d  g e t  t he g radua t i o n  ce rt i f i cate  f rom t h e  h i gh s c hoo l over a t  Beth  E l .  

They , i n te res t i ng l y enoug h ,  . , . two of t he boys took re l i g i on cou r se s  i n  

c o l l eg e ,  b u t  t hey we ren ' t  i n te re s ted . t h i n k t h a t  cons i de r i ng ou r t i mes 

have g i ven t hem much of the same so r t  of home l i fe t h a t  I had. We kep t  a ve ry 

wa rm fam i l y- cen tered  home l i fe .  And I s uppose t ha t  I s t i l l  am t h e  o l d- fas h i oned 

mot he r i n  ma ny respect s .  

Q, Do you t h i n k you r son s a re a s  re l i g i ou s  a s  you a re ?  

A .  N o .  De f i n i te l y  not . 

Q. Why do  you t h i n k  that  i s ? I don�t mean j u s t  neces sa r i l y you p e rs ona l l y ,  but  

g en e ra l l y ,  why i s  the  younge r genera t i on l es s  . . .  ? 

A .. Re l i g i ou s ?  

Q . Yea . 

A .  I don ' t know .  t h i n k t hey�re va l ue s  are  a l i t t l e  d i ffe re n t� I t h i n k they 

don '·' t be l i eve i n  the fo rmal i zed k i nd of re l i g i on t ha t  we be l i eved i n .  I t  wa s 

very na t u ra l for  me to go to temp l e  w i t h  my Mothe r a n d  Dad a s  a young s t e r  on 

S a tu rday mo rn i ng s .  The S ha b ba t  wa s ve ry sac red , and  i t  was t h e  k i n d of a day 

whe re you r pa ren t s  we re togethe r. And you r mothe r d i dnrt do anyth i ng a t  home , 

and  i t  wa s a . . .  t he re wa s a n i ce fee l i ng. You ' d v i s i t  a round w i th the  

re l a t i ve s .  O f  cou r s e , some t i me s  t ha t  cou l d  be ve ry ted i ou s .  B u t , i f  the re 

we re r e l a t i ve s  i n  town you wen t  v i s i t i n g , an d you r pa ren t s  took you a l on g . 

W i th ou r boys a s  t hey we re g row i n g  up , I don ' t know whe th e r  we we re a s  
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A.  ( Con t i n ued) force f u l  i n  ma k i ng t hem j o i n  u s  at temp l e ,  i n s i s t i ng on i t . 

We ' ve a l ways  s a i d  t he , you know ,  t he K i dd u s h  on F r i day n i g ht .  We '· ve a l ways  

had a fam i l y  d i n n e r  on Fr i day n i gh t  a n d  i nv i ted r e l a t i ve s , s i ng l e  re l a t i ves, 

Unc l es who were ba c he l o r s . And t he re1s a l ways  been a ve ry wa rm fee l i ng for 

the boys t ha t  ha s ca r r i ed ove r a s  fa r a s  t h e  ho l i days  a n d  the Fr i day n i g h t s  

a re conce rned . Bu t ,  I adm i t  that  when i t  came t o  . . .  to t he S habba t , i f  i t  

we re s umme r t i me we wou l d  a l l go  out i n  t he coun t ry and  spend t he wee ken d  i n  t he 

coun t r y  and  so o n .  So  we we ren ' t  a s  obse rvan t  o u r s e l ve s , a l thoug h we've been 

membe r s  of Temp l e  Beth E l .  And we ce r ta i n l y  we ren ' t  as  s t r i ct i n  ou r 

observance a s  my pa ren t s  we re .  S o ,  t h a t ' s  p robab l y  ca r r i ed on . I mean i t ' s  

had a n  effect on  t he boy s .  I t h i n k t h a t  t he who l e  s oc i ety  ha s changed . The 

empha s i s  i sn 1 t  on t he forma l i zed r e l i g i on ,  a n d  the ch i l d ren  have been ta ug h t  

t ha t  a l l peop l e  a r e  eq ua l an d you respe c t  e ve r yone fo r h i s or  her re l i g i on and 

so on.  And a l ot o f  t he i r f r i e n d s  have been non - J ew i sh .  And we haven't 

p re s s u red t hem i n  a ny way to  avo i d  be i ng w i th J ew i s h peop l e ,  so . I mean 

non�Jew i s h peop l e ,  so  that con seq uen t l y  t hey have gone t�e i r own way and we 

don ' t force a n yt h i ng upon them.  t h i n k they ' re . . .  I t h i n k  t he i r  bas i c  

a t t i tudes  a re very pos i t i ve a s  fa r a s  J uda i sm and  I s ra e l  a n d  so on i s  concerned . 

My youn g e r son  s p en t a l i t t l e  t·Lme i n  I s rae l one s umme r, wo rked on a k i bbu tz 

and so on . An d they'·ve hea rd  an awfu l l ot f rom us a bout  l 1srlae l and so on .. 

But  I t h i n k t hey a re v e ry pos i t i ve ,  but  I t h i nk . . .  I eve ntua l l y have a 

fee l i ng t h a t my younge s t  son  w i l l  be very much i nvo l ved i n  the J ew i s h  

commun i ty .  

Q. OK .  Now you said you moved to Roche s t e r i n  1938. 

A .  R i gh t .  

Q.. Now , why d i d  you move ? 

A .  We we re ma r r i ed .  I ma r r i ed a Roc he s te r i an .  
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Q. O h ,  your h u s ban d ' s  a n a t i ve Roche s te r i an ?  

A .  He ' s a n a t i ve Rocheste r i an .  

Q. Where d i d  he g row up ? 

A .  I n .  . . you mea n i n  what a rea ? 

Q. Yes . 
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A .  I t h i n k they  . . .  he bas i ca l l y  g rew up on . . .  we l l ,  now I ' m not  s u re of  

the  or i g i n a l  s t re et , but  I know tha t . . .  I t h i n k  on A l exander  S t ree t r i g h t  

i n  the bac k  o f  t he S i b l ey .  . o l d S i b l ey hou s e .  

Q . see . So he d i d n' t  l i ve i n  t h e  J oseph Avenue a rea ? 

A .  t h i nk t hey d i d  o r i g i na l l y  l i ve i n  t he . . . t he J oseph Avenue a rea , b u t  I 

don' t know wha t s t reet i t  wa s .  

Q, Whe re d i d  you move i n  when you moved he re i n  1 938?  

A .  We  moved i nto o u r  p re s e n t  home . 

Q. Oh , you've been . . .  you1ve been l i v i ng he re s i nce . . .  o h� 

A .  S i nce 1 938 . ( La u g h t e r ) We've ad ded o n  an  add i t i on ,  but we've been i n  the 

on e p l ace s i n ce tha t t i me . I n  fa c t ,  when we moved i n  B r i g hton we we re 

gu r ro un ded by emp ty l ot s .  We we re . 

Q. Wha t wa s t h i s  p l ace 1 i ke i n  1 93 8 ?  

A .  We  wer.e j u s t .  . we we re one o f  t he ea r l y  hou s es on t he s t ree t ,  and we1ve 

rema i ned he re . We bu i l t on an add i t i on to hou se  t he g row i ng fam i l y  and we ' ve 

rema i n ed r i gh t  h e r e .  

Q. Wha t s o r t  of p eop l e  l i ved i n  B r i ghton i n  t he l a te t h i rt i es ?  

A .. We l l ,  t he r e  . . .  I t h i n k t h e re wa s a m i xtu re . The re ce rta i n l y  we ren ' t  a s  

many J ews  a s  t he re a re now .  Ou r n e i gh bo r s  . .  I ' m t ry i ng to  t h i n k . . .  O u r  

ne i g hbor s  we re mos t l y  Gent i l es ,  but  t he r e  wa s n o  fee l i ng wha t soeve r of  any 

an t i �Sem i t i sm or  a ny t h i ng l i ke t ha t .  I t  wa s a very  comfor tab l e  fee l i n g .  We 

had  no fee l i ng of not be i ng we l comed i n to  t he ne i g h bo rhood or a n y t h i ng l i ke 
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A .  

Q . 

( Contin ued) tha t .  

When did t h e  community s t a r t  changin g ?  

A. I t  wa s a g ra d ua l chan ge .  l es ha rd to pinpoin t it , but it  wa s very g ra d ua l . 

I n  fact , t he amazing t hing i s  that  I remember  t he time , pe r ha p s  twen ty yea r s  

ago ,  when we received a p hone ca l l a s kin g u s  wheth e r  we wou l d  obj ect  t o  having 

a C hinese fami l y  move into t he n eig hbo r hood . An d my h u s ban d wa s j us t  amazed 

a t  t h e  q ue s tion . He  to l d  t he individua l who had ca l l ed , don't ca l l  any  

f u r t he r, have him bui l d  his  home , have him move in  and  I 'm s u re he 1 1 1  be  

more than we l come .  And  he ' s  s ti l l he re . He ' s  a very p rominen t ca rdio l ogis t 

in t h e  . . . in the  coun t ry. I t hink he wa s P residen t of  the Hea r t  As socia t i on .  

And now t h e  i n te res ting t hing i s  we have a b l ack fami l y  l iving rig h t  next door  

to  us�  We  have  two b l ack  fami l ies down t he s t reet , a n d  t he re is n o  p rob l em 

wha t s oeve r .  

Q. So  t h e  neig hbo r hood ha s ba sica l l y a l ways  been mixed ? 

A .  But  n o t  a s  mixed a s  now.  I t  wa s p re t ty ''wa spy" , i f  I c a n  u s e  t ha t  exp ression , 

when we fi r s t  moved h e r e .  But , I t hin k that  t he temp l es comin g out  this  

way , t ha t  ha s made a dif fere nc e .  A n d  a who l e  t rend has  been towa rd s t h e  

B rig hton a rea . 

Q. What a t t ra cted you to t he a rea in t h e  fi r s t  p l ace? 

A .  We l l ,  we had a n  oppo rt unity to buy t h e  house , and  my h u s ba n d  knew the house . 

And his fa t he r boug h t  it  fo r u s  a s  a wedding gif t , and  we didn't l ook a t  any 

other house s .  He  said , do  you l ike it ? And I said I l ove i t  and  that ' s  i t .  

Q� OK .  Now was your  h u s band1s fami l y  . were they a l ways  membe r s  of Be t h E l ?  

A .  No , his  Dad wa s P resident  of  Leopo l d  S t reet  S hu l . 

Q. Yea . 

A. And his unc l e  was one of the found e r s  o f  Temp l e  Beth E l , his unc l e  Sam S t u rma n , 

who wa s a bache l o r  and  very c l ose to my h u s band . I n  fact , my h.Jsband  wa s 1 ike 
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A .  ( Con t i n ued) a son to h i m .  S o ,  i t  wa s i n te res t i ng d u r i ng t h a t  p a r t i cula r 

per i od ,  many of t h e  young people who s e  fam i l i es we re Orthodox belonged to a 

college g roup ove r a t  Temple s•:r i th Kode sh . I n  fact , my h u s ba n d  wa s P res i den t 

of the B 1 r i th Kodesh . . B 1 r i t h Kodesh Colleg e G roup .  1 1 ·m q u i te s u re he wa s 

P re s i den t .  So , when we f i r s t  we re ma r r i ed ,  ou r f i r s t  s e r v i ce we wen t to Temple 

B 1 · r i t h Kode sh . We had been ma r r i ed a round hol i day t i me and  we had lef t  for <:l 

honeymoon of s i x weeks . And when we came back  i t  wa s a f te r  t he hol i day s .  So  

we d i dn 1  t have to  a f f i l i ate . So t h e  f i r s t  yea r we a t t en ded a lot of 

funct i on s  at B 1 r i th Kode s h  where h i s  s i s t e r  belonged . And a t  t he end of 

the year when we felt we s hould ma ke a determ i na t i on ,  he dec i ded t ha t  h i s  

uncle wa s P res i den t of  Temple Beth El , a n d  h i s  backg round was mo re Con s e rvat i ve ,  

so we j o i ned Bet h  El .  

Q . Now ,  d i d  you ever  v i s i t  t h e  J oseph  Avenue a rea? 

A .  Actua 1 1 y ,  I m u s t  adm i t t ha t  mos t  o f  t h e  t i me t h a t  I wen t down t o  tha t a rea i t  

wa·s for ma rket i ng .  I f  you wan ted J ew i s h food , you wen t to t h e  Josep h  Aven ue 

a rea . B u t  I don L t  remember  even be i ng i n  t h e  old Leopold S t reet S h ul .  

m i g ht have been i n  t he re once i n  t h e  ea rly yea rs , bu t I donLt remember  t ha t .  

S o  I d i dn 1 t really s pend any t i me i n  that  a rea . 

Q . Wha t we re you r  p e rcep t i on s  o f  i t? 

A .  I d i dnLt t h i nk o f  i t  a s  a g he t to o r  a n yt h i ng l i ke t ha t .  I j us t  thoug h t  o f  i t  

a s  a n  a r ea whe re J ew i s h p eople of low i n comes  l i ved. don 1 t th i n k t ha t  wa s 

alway s t rue .  I t h i nk there  we re J ew i sh  people of mod e r a t e  i ncomes an d bet t e r  

i n come s tha t l i ved t h e re a t  one t i me beca u s e  of  the  p rox i m i ty t o  the  synagogue s .  

And i f  t h ey had  any r el i g i ou s  feel i n g ,  they wa n ted to walk a n d  so t he� had to  

be n ea r t he synagogues . At  that  t i me t hey d i d nlt have t h e  . .  

yea r s  you d i d n 1 t have a ny t�mples out  here . So  I donlt th i n k  

s t ron g  i mp res s i on s  about i t  anyway other  than t ha t .  

i n  the  ea rly 

rea 1 1  y had 



I n te rvi ew wi t h  F l o rence S t u rma n 

Q . We re you eve r connected wit h  the  Baden S t reet Set t l emen t ?  
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A.  No , but  my h u s ba n d  was .  B u t , he�s  gonna be in te rviewed sep a rate l y� 

Q . Rig h t .  We l l ,  then I wil l a s k  you for you r  pe r sona l imp re s sion s  of  t he Baden 

S t reet S et t l emen t ,  even t ho ug h  you weren ' ·t connec ted w i t h  it . Wha t did you 

t hin k of i t ?  

A .  I t  was con sid e red a g ood n eig h bo rhood cen t e r  a n d  it did a l ot of good work  in 

those . . .  in t he ea r l y yea r s . Had a l ot of  out rea c h  p rog rams , a l ot of  

young p eop l e  g a t h e red there and  it did a ve ry fine j ob .  I t  changed a l ot ,  

pa r tic l ua r l y ,  I thin k ,  a fte r t he riot s  in ' 64 .  I t hink t ha t wa s the  

chan ging poin t .  O r  maybe it s ta r t ed changing a ft e r  the  wa r yea r s .  

Q . When did you fi r s t  become awa re that  the Joseph  Aven ue a rea it se l f  wa s 

changing ? 

A .  I don ' t  t hin k I g ave it  too much  t ho ug h t . 

Q . What were you r reaction s to the rio t s  in t he ea r l y  six tie s ?  

A .  I cou l dn ' t  be l ieve it . I ha d been invo l ved fo r a n umber  of yea r s  a t  t ha t  

point wi t h  t h e  Women ' :s H uman Re l a tion s Counci l . Tha t wa s a n  organiza tion 

t hat  wa s s e t  up to combat p rej udice .  And it wa s a g roup of women , rep resenta

tives of  a l l  t he women ' s  g ro up s  in  the city . And I eventua l l y became P re side n t  

of  t h e  g roup . B u t  a t  tha t time we had s ucceeded in g e t ting t he Commis sion on 

H uma n Re l a tion s in to t h e  City of Roche s te r . Tha t wa s S ta te- fun ded . And 

t he r e  we re hou sin g  commit t ee s .  An d we a l l fe l t  t ha t  the si tua tion in 

Roches ter  was imp roving for t he b l acks . Of  cou r s e , in t he ea r l y  fif tie s 

t h e re we re on l y ,  I t hink ,  a bout  eig h t  thousand  b l acks . And t h en it m u s h roomed 

so rapid l y  t ha t I t hin k by ' 60 it wa s maybe 4 0 , 000. don't know wha t the  

s ta tis tics are  today. But ,  in t h a t  Women's Counci l t he re we re b l a cks  sitt i ng 

on ou r Boa r d .  An d w e  j us t  fe l t  tha t t h e re wa s an  effo r t  to e l imin a te 

p rej udice and  s o  on . And we  never f e l t t he tu rmoi l . And I t hin k t h e  wro l e  
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A .  (Cont i n ued) commun i ty wa s bas i ca l l y  s hoc ke d .  I t h i nk i t  was p a r t  of 

t he ove ra l l n a t i on a l movemen t at t he t i me .  don l t  th i nk i t  was j us t  l oca l .  

B u t  we we re s h ocked t ha t  Roches te r  had s u c h  a v i o l en t  up r i s i ng .  don ' t  th i n k  

I can . . .  I don '· t  know how I can  te rm i t  any  s t rong e r , b u t  i t  wa s a comp l ete 

h u r t  to t hose of us 0ho fe l t  that we were a l l  i n te re s ted i n  p romot i ng good w i l l  

a n d  open i ng door s  and  so on . And pe r ha p s , t houg h ,  i t  wa s the k i nd of  s hock 

we needed i n  orde r to p rog res s  more rap i d l y . 

Q. We l l ,  Roches t e r wa s one of the  f i r s t  commun i t i es to have r i ot s  i n  those yea rs .  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. H a s  a n y .  do you have a ny i dea , a pe r sona l op i n i on ,  o f  why t h e  r i o t s  took 

p l ace here?  And why so e a r l y  on ? 

A .  I rea l l y  don ' t know wha t a c t ua l l y  s ta rted t h e  who l e  t h i ng .  There wa s a l l k i n d s  

o f  ta l k  a t  t h e  t i me .  But  I rea l l y  can ' t say t ha t  I have a n y  pe r son a l know l edge  

of  wbf i t  wou l d  ha ppen he re ra ther  t han  e l sewhe re . I th i nk pa r t  of  i t  was t he 

fac t  t ha t  we had  a g roup come f rom the South . The popu l a t i on i nc reased so 

rap i d l y . There were two a reas  t ha t  we re , you know ,  q u i te dom i n a te l y  b l ac k .  

I n  t he Th i rd Wa rd , a n d  a s  you know ,  t he J oseph Avenue Wa rd . And I th i n k i t  wa s 

j u s t  t h a t  the re weren ' t  t he j obs , and  t he hou s i ng wa sn ' t  g ood . And . and  

i t  wa s happen i ng a c ros s t he coun t ry .  And a l t houg h Roches te r  wa s on e o f  t he 

e a r l y  one s , b l acks  were beg i nn i n g  to a s s e r t  t he i r r i g h t s .  And I t h i n k i t  

ha ppened a t  a k i nd of a . a dan ce , a s t reet dance . And the  ques t i on wa s 

whether  i t  was i nc i ted f rom out s i de o r  whethe r i t  was a m i nor  i n c i de n t  t ha t 

j us t  wa s t he ,  you know,  spa rk  t ha t  i gn i t ed the  who l e  t h i ng .  And t hen one 

t h i ng l ed t o  a n o t he r  and t hey t hey comp l a i n ed of p o l i ce b r u t al i ty ,  and befo re 

you knew ,  tha t wa s a maj o r  . . .  

Q . Do you t h i n k  i t  wa s out s i de ag i ta t i on ?  
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A. I th i n k  . . .  I don ' t r ea l l y  t h i nk i t  wa s o u t s i de ag i ta t i on .  I th i n k i t  

s t a r ted spon taneou s l y . And I t h i n k tha t when the p o l i ce came i n ,  pe rhap s ,  some 

of t he . . .  I don't th i nk . . .  I don ' ·t th i n k t he re wa s p o l  i ce b ru ta l i ty .  But  

I do t .h i n k tha t s ome o f  the b l a c ks over reacted and  i n terp reted i t  a s  po l i ce 

b r u ta l i ty .  

Q. OK .  Do you t h i n k t h a t  t he r e  we re a n t i - Sem i t i c  ove r ton es to t he r i ot s ?  

A .  I don ' t  t� i n k so . A l thoug h ,  a l ot o f  i t  s t a r ted r i gh t  i n  t h e  Joseph Avenue  

a rea a n d  t hey d i d  sma s h  those s to res . And most  o f  t hem we re own ed by J ew s .  

And I know the re was a s t rong fee l i ng among ce rta i n  J ew i sh merchan t s  tha t t hey 

had been ext ra k i nd to the b l acks i n  t he i r ne i g hbo rhood a n d  g i ven them a l l 

k i n d s  of c red i t  and so on , a n d  they fe l t  that  t hey were be i ng s i ng l ed ou t 

unfa i r l y  for  th i s  k i nd o f  dama g e .  I r ea l l y  don ' t th i nk t ha t  i t  wa s t ha t  s o r t  

of th i ng .  I .  . .  I p e r sona l l y  fee l t ha t  i t  wa s spontaneous react i on ,  and I 

t h i nk t hat  the who l e t i me was a t i me of  fomen t and  so on . 

peop l e  were r i pe for t ha t  so rt  o f  t h i ng .  I n s t a n t  react i on .  

Q. Have you eve r been con n ected w i t h F I G HT? 

th i n k  tha t the 

A .  Not d i r ect l y ,  bu t I ' m ve ry awa re of the F I GHT•)o rgan i za t i on and  i t s i n cep t i on 

and  so on . And 

o rga n i zed . And 

wa s act i ve i n  the J ew i s h  commun i ty at t he t i me F I GHT was 

wa s very u p set  a bout  Sol  A l i n s ky and b r i ng i ng h i m  i n to 

t he commun i ty when t he C h r i s t i an commun i ty b rough t  h i m i n  a s  an  o rgan i ze r  of  

t h e  b l ack commun i ty .  I wa s r ea l l y  ups et because  I . . .  I thoug ht  tha t he 

was a very a b ra s i ve i nd i v i d ua l .  And I t houg h t  t ha t  he wou l d  do mo re ha rm than 

g ood i n  po l a r i z i ng the commun i ty .  But , I m i g h t  have been wrong . Leade r s h i p  

d i d  deve l op .  I . . . I j u s t  fe l t  a t  the beg i nn i ng t h a t  the  F I GHT o rg a n i za t ion_: 

wa s p rog r es s i ve a n d  t ry i ng ha rd to g et i t s r i g h t s  fa s t .  A who l e  new k i nd of 

l ea de r s h i p ,  l i ke M i n i st e r  F l o rence at the t ime . And at t ha t  t i me , the fee l i ng 

wa s t ha t  you shou l d  have a s s i m i l a t i on .  Tha t t he b l acks  s hou l d  be we l comed 
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A. ( Con t i n ued) i n to t he wh i te commun i ty ,  t ha t  t hey s hou l d  be g i ven  j obs  i n  

t h e  wh i te commun i ty a s  t hey p rog res sed and  so on i n s tead of i so l a t i ng t hem 

i n  a b l a ck commun i ty .  And F I G HT ba s i ca l l y  be l i eved i n  " b l ack powe r , "  i n  

bu i l d i n g  t heir own i ma g e ,  t he i r s e l f- i mage . Bu t maybe t ha t L s  wha t t hey had 

to do f i rs t  i n  o rde r to g row . I a l way s fe l t  t h a t  we had  be l onged to the  

Na t i ona l Assoc i a t i o n  fo r t h e  Advanceme n t  o f  the  Neg ro P eop l e  . . .  the 

Co l o red Peop l e  t hey u sed to ca l l  i t . The N a t i on a l As soc i a t i on for Advancemen t 

of Co l o red Peop l e . An d ,  t h en l a te r  we be l onged to the U r ban Leag ue . So  we 

wer e  a l ways  i nvo l ve d , a nd we j us t  . . .  ou r con tact  w i th the b l acks  was more 

o r  l es s  com fo r ta b l e  con tact , t ry i n g to p romote bet te r ed ucat i on ,  a dvanced 

hous i ng an d bet t e r j obs  and so on .  And then  the  F I G HT o rgan i za t i on came i n  

and  t hey we re t ry i n g  . . •  we l l ,  ba s i ca l l y  wan ted t o  deman d  t he i r s ha re of the 

commun i ty good s and  they wan ted to do i t  fa s t .  Maybe t hey were r i g ht . They 

fe l t  t hey had wa i t ed a l on g  t i me . So , a s  I say , I have m i xed emo t i on s  . 

• f i r s t  I wa s very oppos ed to So l A l  i n s ky .  And I remember  h i m  spea k i ng 

ou t a t  a meet i ng ,  g en e ra l meet i ng ,  a t  Temp l e  B ' r i th Kod e s h  whe re he  wa s so 

a r rogan t and a b ras i ve and rude to p eop l e  who were a s k i n g  l eg i t i ma t e  q ues tion s 

t ha t  tha t j u s t  con f i rmed my fee l i ng s . 

Q. \:.lhy do you think he  wa s 1 ike t ha t ?  

A .  You  d i dn ' t t h i nk he  wa s 1 i ke t ha t:? 

Q . No , no , no .  Why d o  you think he  wa s l ike t ha t ?  

A .  We l l ,  he  wa s a p rofes s i ona l o rgan i ze r  a n d  p e rhaps  he fe l t  that  t his  wa s the 

way to  get  peop l e  to  act for themse l v e s  i n . t he i r own beha l f .  Maybe he  fe l t  t his  

wa s s tep one i n  hav1 i 1ngi:them bu i l d se l f - i ma g e ,  s e l f- powe r , a n d  they cou l d re l y  

on  t hem s e l ves  r a t h e r  t ha n  t he wh i te man .  And h i s  ph i l o sophy m i g h t  have been 

en t i re l y  d i f f e re n t  f rom ou r s .  And he wa s h i g h l y  rega rded i n  s ome Soc i o l ogy  

c i rc l es ,  s o  . . .  And , of cou r se ,  t he C h r i st i an commun i ty f un ded him . A hun d r ed 
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A .  ( Con tinued ) thousa nd  d o l l a r s a t  t ha t  time.  I don ' t  know whether  the  

hun d red t housand  wa s for  t h ree yea r s  o r  not , but  i t  wa s a b i g  s um of money 

a t  t ha t  t i me .  And I m u s t  say women l i ke M r s .  Ha rpe r  Sib l ey were wil l i n g  to 

go out on a 1 imb fo r t his  o rga nization . Of cou r s e ,  I t h i n k t he re wa s a l ot of 

t u rmoi l i1n the wh i te C h ris tian commu n i ty about  t h i s  who l e  t h i ng .  And th i n k 

t hat  it caus ed a l ot of con t rover s y .  But  i t  wa s a react i on t o  the  rio t s  

because  t h e  fee l ing wa s that  if  noth i ng wa s done we mig h t  have ha d more riot s .  

Q. Do you t h i n k t hat  re l ations have imp roved wit h the b l ack  community since 1 64?  

A .  I d o .  

Q. OK. One mo r e  J oseph Ave n ue memo ry .  D i d  you . . . o r  w i t h  you r fami l y ,  whateve r , 

ever  g o  down to Cohen1s De l i ca te s se n ?  

A .  Yes , n o t  f requen t l y . Bu t ,  we u sed . . we d i d  on occa s i on .  

Q . Wha t .  . .  wha t a r e  you r  imp re s sion s  of tha t p l ace? 

A.  I t  was . . .  i t  was a p l a ce tha t you were boun d  to see p eop l e  that you knew . 

You ' d g o  i n  a n d  you 1 d  o rde r a co r n ed beef sandw i ch o r  some such t h i ng and  it 

wa s s t r i ct l y  kosh e r . And it wa s f u n . A l thoug h ,  don1t th i n k  t ha t  we fe l t 

i mp e l l ed to  run  down t here 1 ike s ome poep l e  f e l t t ha t it wa s t he p l ace to g o .  

B u t ,  I don ' t t hink we fe l t  tha t way pa rt i c u l a r l y .  B u t  i t  wa s f i n e .  

Q. OK .  1 1 m gonna  do 1 80- deg ree t u r n  a n d  s t a r t  a s k i ng you q u e s tion s about  

r e l i g i on .  OK .  Now we ' ve a l read y .  

A. Excuse m e ,  wou l d  you 1 ike a ny t hing tci d rin k? I ' l l p u t  on coffee . 

Q. OK .  Now you s a i d  that you a re a f f i l ia ted w i t h  Beth E l . Wha t a re you r  

i mp re s s i on s  o f  t he Con s e r va t i ve movemen t in genera l ? 

A .  Wel l ,  I ' ve been a f f i l i a ted wit h  Con se rva tive moveme n t s  s i n ce m y  bi r t h .  As 

I s a i d  to you before my fa t h e r  wa s one of t he ea r l y  membe r s  of the Con s e rva t i ve 

movemen t a n d  a lway s  act i ve in . i n  the temp l e  and  ve ry c l ose to  t he rabbi 

a n d  i nvo l ved in g e t ting t he ra bb i to come . I t h i n k t he Con s e rva t i ve movement  
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A .  ( Con t i nued)  ha s changed con s i de rab l y  i n  a few respec t s . I t hin k the  

rabb i na t e  has chan g ed . The  rabb i u sed to  be  comp l ete l y  a s p i r i t ua l l ea de r .  

You wou l d  t h i n k  o f  t he rabb i a s  a per son apa r t  f rom t he res t  o f  t he cong rega t i o n .  

And I t h i n k  now t he rabb i h a s  become a commun i ty pe r son , a n  ave rag e man who . .  

who , away f rom t he p u l p i t ,  can wea r a t - s h i r t a n d  sneaks and do his own th i ng .  

I don 1 t t h i n k  tha t there 1 s q u i te t he same i mage of  t he rabbi.  I think t ha t  

t he Con s e rva t i ve movemen t  ha s changed i n  reg a rd t o  s p ea k i ng o f  Heb rew . I th i n k 

i t 1 s much  mo re advanced i n  i t s teac h i n g  o f  Heb rew . You remember I men t i oned 

my exp e r i ence i n  the Hebrew teach i ng .  I th i n k  i t  con d u c t s  schoo l i n  a ve ry 

mod e r n , p rog res s i ve way .  t h i n k t he i r  a d u l t  educa tion cou rses  a re something 

that  we d i d n 1 t  have when I wa s a c h i l d .  You1d have a n  occa s i ona l l ec t u re f rom 

a p rom i nen t p e r son who wou l d  be com i ng f rom out  of town . B u t  now you have a l l 

k i nd s  of p rog rams i n  t he temp l e . And i t  h a s  become somewha t of a commun i ty 

cen t e r .  I don1t th i n k  i t  has gone to t h e  po i n t t ha t  some o f  t he Re form 

temp 1 es have gone to i n  rega rd to . . . heaven s ,  t hey . I don 1 t know 

whe t h e r  t hey 1 re s t i l l  d o i n g  i t ,  t hey had b r i dge  c l ubs  and  a r t  c l a s ses  and  so 

on. B u t , I t h i n k  i t  has changed i n  that reg a rd . I t  i s  more open . But , a s  

fa r a s  women a re con c e rn ed , I have been o n  t h e  R i tua l Comm i t tee a t  Bet h  E l  

for  pe rhaps  twen t y  yea r s . I n  fact , someone recen t l y  sa i d  to me t ha t ,  don 1 t 

you thin k i t 1 s  t i me you got off , a n d  I sa i d  you 1 re p robab l y  r i g ht but  1 1 m 

hop i ng to see a change i n  t h e  ro l e  of women a n d  hop i ng t ha t  I can s tay  on 

u n t i  1 I s ee t h a t  cha n g e .  Bu t ,  ove r a nd ove r t h roug h t h e  yea r s  i t 1  s been 

a l mo s t a s  t houg h we 1 ve been enact i ng t he same meet i ng s .  The same s u b j e c t s  

have come u p  a n d  t here i s  ve ry l i t t l e  change . The re ha s been more Eng l is h  

read i ng i n  the Con s e rva t i ve movemen t t ha n  t here  u sed t o  be . I n  fact , now 

t hey u s e  a s upp l ementa ry book l et o f  p rayers  and  poems tha t a re mod e r n  and  so 

on tha t 1 S ve ry effect i ve .  And I t h i n k i t 1 s very good . And t hey have more 
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A. ( C on t i n ued ) respon s i ve read i ng a n d  t h e re�s much  more Eng l i s h. But  a s  

fa r a s  t he role of women i s  con ce rned , excep t for t h e  g i r l s  hav i ng a n  equa l 

ed uca t i on a t  t he Heb rew s c hoo l  l eve l and  the g i r l s  be i ng Ba t M i tzvahed , t h e  

ro l e  of t he ad u l t  woma n i s  p retty  m u c h  t he same a s  i t  a l ways  has  been. I n  

some Cons e rva t i ve temp l es ,  a s  you know ,  i t ' s chang i ng mo re rap i d l y  t ha n  i n  

Roches ter , b u t  you ' re i n teres ted i n  Roch e s t e r. And i n  Roch e s t e r  we don ' t  

have a l yote. Once a g i r l  i s  Ba t M i ttvahed , s he m i g h t  be ca l l ed on s ome f u t u re 

da te to read t h e  same H a f  Torah ,  but  s he i s  not  ca l l ed to  t he To rah  for an  

a l yote rega rd l es s  of  whe t h e r  her  ed uca t i on i s  t he same as  t he boy ' s .  And 

recen t l y at  a Ba r M i tzvah t hey . . .  t he re we re two young  . . .  i t  wa s a doub l e  

Bat  M i ttvah r a t h e r. And one fam i l y  a boy had p rev i ou s l y  been Ba r M i tzvahed a n d  

o n e  fam i l y  a g i r l h a d  p rev i ou s l y  been Bat  M i tzvahed. The boy was ca l l ed to 

t he a l ya i n  ce l eb rat i on of h i s  s i s te r ' s Ba t M i tzva h , the  g i r l  wa s not. So 

t he re i s  that d i f fe r en t i at i on. And I hope to l i ve to s ee that  changed . 

Q . Does you r  i n te re s t  i n  the  Women ' s  Movemen t t ra n scend t he t emp l e? I mea n a re 

you i n te res ted i n  the Women ' s  Movemen t i n  g en e ra l ?  

A. I b e l i eve i n  a . . .  ve ry s t rong l y  i n  ce rta i n  pa r t s  of i t. 

Q. Wh i ch pa r t s ? 

A. The eq ua l j ob oppo r t un i ty ,  equa l sa l a r y ,  equa l p o l i t i ca l  power and  so on. Bu t ,  

I don ' t be l i eve i n  the  pa r t  of t he bu rn i ng of t h e  b r a s  and  . .  

Q . B u t  don ' t you t h i n k  t ha t ' s j u s t  a n t i -WomenLs Movemen t p ropag a n d a ?  That�s not  

what  t h e  Women ' s  Movemen t ' s  a l l abou t. 

A. I know i t i s n  1 t. I know i t. t h i n k  i t  was s o r t  of a rad i ca l  g roup w i t h i n  

t he Women ' s  Movemen t. And eve ry new movemen t ha s some rad i ca l  g roup. B u t , 

I p e r sona l l y  have a l wa y s  fe l t  that  a s  a woma n  I cou l d g o  a s  fa r a s  I wa n ted , 

excep t t ha t. . Fo r i ns ta nce , on Boa r d s  where  i s  the  powe r i s  exe rc i sed , 

women we re n o t  we l comed to  Boa rds .  I was one of , :  I b e l i eve , s i xteen of t he 
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A .  ( Con t i n u ed ) f i rs t  women on the Boa rd of t he U n i ted Commun i ty C hes t .  

And . . .  and t hat  wa s on l y  a few yea r s  ago , I t h i n k  i t  wa s 1 969 . U p  u n t i l  

t h a t  po i n t t he U n i ted Commun i ty C he s t , now ca l l ed the  U n i ted Way , . no  

i t"s s t i l l  ca l l ed the  U n i ted Commu n i ty Che s t  of  Roches te r ,  n eve r had  a woman 

on i t s Boa r d .  

END O F  T>AP E  1 ,  S I DE A 

I n te r v i ew w i th FLORENCE  STURMAN 
J une  23 , 1 976  
By T i na I saacs  

I n te rv i ew 
Tap e  1 
S i de B 

Q. Th i s  i s  Tape 1 ,  S i de B ,  T i na I saacs i n te rv i ew i n g  M r s . F l o rence S t u rman . 

We wer e t a l k i ng a bout  Women ' s  p a r t i c i pa t i on i n  certa i n  commun i ty o rg a n i za t i on s  

a nd how t ha t ' s c han g i ng .  

A .  Yes . We l l ,  now f o r  i n s tance , j u s t  t he J ew i sh Commun i ty Fede ra t i on ,  up un t i l  

recen t l y  t hey d i dn l t  have . . .  wel l , t he l a st few yea r s , t hey l ve begu n  to 

put women on  the Boa r d . And now I ' m one o f  t h e  V i ce- P res i de n t s  of t he J ew i s b  

Commun i ty Fede ra t i on .  t h i nk t ha t  a s  fa r a s  I reca l l I ' m t h e  f i r s t  woman 

who"s been V i ce- P re s i d e n t .  And I don 1 t  i n tend to go on a s  P re s i den t , bu t 

t ha t 1 s bes i de the po i nt .  know t h a t  i n  ea r l y  yea r s  I resen ted t he fact  

t ha t  a woman  a t  Temp l e  Bet h  E l  was act i ve i n  t he S i s t e r hood . And no  ma t te r  

how act i ve s h e  wa s s he wa s not o n  the Boa rd  o f  D i recto rs . Wel l , i n  rece n t  

yea r s  t h e r e  a r e  a l ot of  women on t he Boa rd of D i recto r s , b u t  we have ye t  t o  
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A .  ( Con t i n ued ) have an o ff i ce r  o f  t he temp l e  who i s  a woman .  Now t he J ewis h 

Commun i ty Cen te r ha s a V i ce··P re s i de n t  now who i s  a woman .  I n  yea r s  gone by my 

s i s te r  wa s P re s i den t of  the J ew i s h Fam i l y  S e rv i ce as a woman .  Now I don ' t 

remember a woman be i ng P re s i de n t  of  t ha t s i nce then . Bu t ,  I th i nk t ha t  women 

s hou l d  be i nvo l ved i n  eve r y  l eve l . And I .  I do t h i n k the  Women ' s  Movemen t  

ha s b ro ug h t  that t o  t he fron t .  I mean you see women i h  i nd u s t ry a n d  on Boa r d s  

of  D i r ecto rs , a n d  I t h i nk t hey s hou l d  b e  because  t ha t L s  whe re t h e  dec i s i on 

mak i ng p roces s  takes p l ace . 

Q. To you r know l edge  do more o r  l es s  women pa r t i c i pa te i n  the Refo rm temp l es ?  

A .  O h ,  I t h i nk t hey have a Jot o f  women pa r t i c i pa t i ng .  Now , I don ' t know . . .  

Q . 

do t h i nk t hey have women o f f i ce r s  o f  the  temp l e .  The i r women a re beg i nn i hg 

to  pa rt i c i pa te i n  t he . . . the  pu l p i t ,  too. I was recen t l y  at a Bat  M i tzvah 

t here , and  both g ra n dmo t h e r s  p a rt i c i pa ted i n  the  s e r v i ce and  read t he p raye r s . 

And the  mot h e r  pa r t i c i pa ted i n  the  s e r v i ce .  So , I t hink t hey a re a head o f  

the  Con se rva t i ve movemen t  i n  t h a t  reg a rd .  

OK. To your knowl edge , have t he re eve r been . has there eve r  been a h y  

f r i c t i on between the Re form a nd t he Con se r va t i ve and  the  O rt hodox commun i t i es 

i n  Roches te r ?  

A .  be l i eve i n  t he ea r l y  yea r s  there  wa s .  That wa s rea l l y  befo re my  time . And 

t h i n k  tha t s i nce  my com i ng to  Rochester  i n  ' 38 t h e re ha s beeh a rea l l y much  

b e t t e r  re l a t i on s h i p ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  a ft e r  t he wa r .  I thin k t he wa r a n d  the 

Ho l ocau s t  changed t he t h r u s t  o f  the who l e  J ew i s h  commun i ty towa rd s fund

ra i s i ng fo r I s ra e l . And a l l  t h e  l i nes of  dema r cat i on changed . Bu t ,  t he 

i n t erma r r i age . . .  and I say  i n te rma r r i age because  i n  t he e a r l y  yea r s  when a 

boy f rom t he O r t hodox commun i ty mar r i ed a g i r l f rom the  Refo rm commun i ty ,  i t  

was con s i de red i n te rma r r i age by bot h  s i de s . Tod a y , I t hin k t h a t  t h e re i s  s o  

m uch over l app i ng i n  i n d i v i dual fam i l i es . . .  Fo r i n s tance , ou r i mmed i a t e  fam i l y  
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Q . What k i n ds of th i ng s  do you t h i n k need to be done , I mea n , for t he c i ty ?  

A. I . . .  I wou l d  hope t ha t  t hey  cou l d  i mp rove t he hous i n g pa tte rn s  and t he 

educa t i on pa t te r n s  a n d  I do fee l that  o u r  n ew bu i l d i ng s  a re n ot a s  a t t ract i ve 

a s  t hey s hou l d  be . I t h i n k that  we have rea l l y  m i s se d  t he boa t on some of 

ou r new s t ruct u re s , t ha t  t hey have not e n hanced the i nn e r  c i ty or  t he ma i n  

pa r t o f  down town , w i t h  the excep t i on of  a few bu i l d i ng s  l i ke L i n co l n  Towe r 

a n d  the  S�cu r i t y  Tr us t ,  M i d l and  Ban k  B u i l d i n g , a few of those bui l d i n g s  a re 

a t t ract i ve ,  b u t  genera l l y s pea k i n g  t he con s t ruct i on down town i s  very unat t rac t i ve .  

But I t h i n k  that  t he who l e  p roce s s  o f  decay w i l l have t o  be reve rsed . 

Q. Do you t h i n k tha t the  c i ty gove rnmen t i s  u n sympa thet i c  to i nne r c i ty p rob l ems ? 

We l l , even down town p rob l em s , say . . .  and  l ' :m t h i n k i ng now o f  t he move o f  

t he Pos t Off i ce . 

A .  We l l , I don ' t  t h i nk . . .  I don ' t t h i n k you can  fau l t  t he c i ty gove rnmen t .  

t h i n k i tLs a t remendous  . . •  a t remendous  p rob l em to gove rn  any  c i ty toda y ,  

maybe t he who l e  s t ruc t u re of  c i ty gove rnmen t s hou l d  change . A s  fa r a s  t he 

Pos t  O f f i ce i s  con ce rned , I t h i n k  they w i l l  keep a branch  down town .. I . . .  

I t h i n k  t ha t wa s b l own ou t o f  p ropo r t i on . . 

Q . We ] 1, ca n . . . doe s  a n yt h i ng e l s e l ea p  to m i nd ?  

A .  No , I t h i nk we ' ve p roba b l y  cove red mos t  o f  i t  .. And I •:m s u re othe rs  wi 11 have 

i n p ut whe re I fa i l ed to men t i on some t h i n g . 

Q. We l l ,  t ha n k  you ve ry muc h .  

A .  Youlre we l come . 

Q. I t  rea 1 I y wa s 1 ove 1 y .  

E N D  O F  TAP E  1, S I D E B ( I n te rv i ew I I ) 
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A .  { Con tinued ) way ba c k  in the ea r l y  yea r s  of ou r ma r riage , a t  one poin t 

pa r t  of t he fami l y  wa s active in Leopo l d  S t reet , which is the O rthodox , p a r t  

of  t he fami l y  was very ac tive i n  the Reform temp l e , and  pa r t  of t he farrd l y  was 

ve ry active in t he Con se rva tive temp l e .  This was wit hin one immediat e  fami l y .  

S o  that yo u . .  tha t ' s  bound to bui l d ,  you know ,  good wi 1 1  and  e rase  t he 

bounda ries among the th ree . 

Q. O K. Can  you t hin k o f  anything o t he r  t han  t he wa r t h a t  b rough t  t he community 

togethe r ?  Anything p rio r t o  t ha t possib l y? 

A .  I don't know. You  s ee ,  had on l y  been here a few yea r s  before  the  wa r .  I n  

fac t ,  t he yea r  after  we were ma r ried was the time tha t B ritain ente red t he 

wa r .  S o  t h a t  m y  know l edge of  t h e  ea r l y  yea r s  wa s t ha t  . . .  I wouldn't have 

the know l edge actua l l y .  

Q. OK .  Do you t hink there  was a ny f ric tion , t his time , between t he descen d a n t s  

of  th e G e rman/J ewis h  community a n d  those Eu ropean s and thei r descendan t s ?  

A .  Tod ay? 

Q. No ,  we 1 1 .  . any time d u ring you r  expe rience in Roche s t e r .  

A .  N o .  Du ring my expe rience I don't thin k it h a s  rea l l y  exis ted . I think t ha t  

. i n  fac t ,  I t hin k t he backg round of  ma ny membe r s  of  B '  rit h  Kode sh. today 

a re f rom Ea s t  E u r op ean ance s t ry, An d I t hink the  Ge rman backg round mig h t  be 

in the minority . An d ,  of cou r s e ,  you have you r S p anis h  g roup in an  en t i re l y  

di ffe rent temp l e . 

Q . OK .  What . . .  I do  wan t  t o  ta l k  a bout  Wo r l d  Wa r I I  a n d  the  H o l ocau s t ,  but  

befo re I g e t  to tha t ,  wha t are  you r imp re s sion s .  . we re you r imp res sion s 

of Rabbi B e r n s tein , his ro l e ?  He' s  a ve ry impor tan t p e r son in the community . 

Wha t we re your  imp res sion s of hi s r o l e? 

A .  Rabbi Ber n s tein wa s a l ways  a c l ose  p e rsona l f riend of t he fami l y . I n  fac t ,  

my sis t e r-in- l aw t ra ve l l ed t o  Eu rope wit h  him and  wen t  t o  I s r a e l  wit h  him 
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A .  ( Con t i nued ) a n d  to Morocco a n d  . . •  a nd so on . And t h e  fam i l i es ha ve 

been very c l os e .  A n d  1 1 ve a l ways been very m u c h  awa re of  h i s  ro l e  i n  the  

gen e r a l commun i ty .  don 1 t  t h i nk t ha t  t here  ha s been a nyone t h a t  can be 

compa red to h i m i n  Roche s te r . I t h i n k we have had some out s tand i ng rabb i s  

who have pa r t i c i pa ted i n  the  J ew i sh . . .  i n  the  non - J ew i s h  commun i ty ,  bu t 

h i s name wou l d  a l ways  come up wheneve r t hey wan ted a rab b i  to rep re sen t t he 

J ew i sh commun i t y ,  Rabb i Berns te i n 1 : s  name wou l d  a l ways  come up . I thin k 

n a t i ona l l y  and i n te rna t i ona l l y Rabb i Be rn s te i n  i s  con s i de red a s  one of  

Ame r i ca 1 s top rabb i s .  I .  . .  I th i nk that  he 1 s made a t remendous i mpact  on 

ma ny peop l e  i n  t he commun i ty .  I t h i nk he 1 s  been g ood f o r  t h e  J ews beca use  

I t h i n k  a l ot of n on - J ews have a ccep ted h i m as  the  token J ew ,  i n  the  o l d  

days , you know ,  so t ha t  . . .  t h a t  t hey wou l d  have a ve ry pos i t i ve i mage of 

o t he r J ews beca u s e  of wha t he d i d .  So t h a t  I t h i n k  he�s been very s t rong 

fo r . . .  for the J ew i s h  peop l e . 

Q. Do you t h i n k  t h a t  he was i ns t r umen ta l  i n  t u r n i ng t h e  con g reg a t i on of  B1 r i th 

Kodesh  towa r d s  Z i on i sm ?  

A .  I t h i n k  t ha t . . .  I t h i n k  that  he  was ,  yes . Def i n i te l y . 

Q. O K .  Now when d i d  you f i r s t  know wha t wa s go i ng on i n  E u rope i n  the t h i r t i es 

a n d  t he fort i e s ?  

A .  We l l ,  I knew back  i n  I wou l d  s a y  1 93 7 ,  my  f i r s t  yea r o u t  of  co l l eg e .  I wa s 

wor k i ng i n  G l over s v i l l e ,  N ew Yo r k  i n  a J ew i sh Commun i ty Cen te r .  I wa s i n  

cha rge of women 1 s  a n d  g i r l s 1  act i v i t i e s ,  a n d  t hey had a fund ra i s i ng d r i ve 

a t  t ha t  t im e .  Th i s  commun i ty was . . .  t ha t  commun i ty wa s t he cen t e r  o f  t he 

g l ove i nd u s t ry a n d  the re we re a few ve ry�Mea l t hy J ews . And the re was a 

s peake r at  t ha t  t i me t ha t s po ke a b i t  a bout  wha t wa s g o i ng on . Not i n  dep t h  

o r  a ny t h i ng ,  b u t  t h e re we re p rob l em s  a n d  so for t h .  And I remember  one o f  t h e  

men i n  the commu n i ty w h o  was a mu l t i -m i l l i ona i re g a v e  $2 00 .  And  that wa s 
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A .  ( Con t i nued)  t ho ug h t  of as  a t remendous  g i ft .  And  i t  wa s . . .  a s  I s ay 

that  wa s t he f i r s t  t i me I had  a ny r ea l i za t i on .  Then when I came to Roche s t e r  

a s  a young  b r i de ,  I don 1 t k now how m u c h  a ft e r  tha t i t  wa s,  I was a t  a l a rge  

meet i ng ,  aduncheon meet i n g ,  on beha l f  of I t h i nk i t  was the We l fa re Fun d .  And 

there wa s a s pea ke r t here  t h a t  spoke a bout  the peop l e 1 s .bod i e s be i ng u sed for 

soap and l am p s hades  and so on . And I r emember  t ha t  was so s hoc k i n g  and so 

upset t i ng tha t I came out of that  l uncheon n a u s eo u s  and w i t h  a t remendou s 

headache . And  t he i n te re s t i n g  t h i ng to  me was t ha t  i t  d i dn 1· t i n sp i re peop l e  

to . . •  to  g i ve ,  i t  s o r t  of s hocked t hem i n to i na c t i on .  They j u s t  cou l dnLt 

do  much  tha t .  a t  that  p a r t i cu l a r  meet i ng ,  t hey we re a s  I say s hocked i n to 

i na c t i on .  I t  wa s n 1 t  a su cces s a s  a fund  ra i sen.  B u t  remember t h a t  I wa s 

emot i on a l l y  up s e t ,  b eca use  I don 1 t t h i n k we r ea l l y  a t  tha t po i n t had a n  

u n de r s ta n d i n g  o f  wha t wa s happen i ng .  A l t hough we ce r t a i n l y  s hou l d  have had 

beca use  on ou r hon eymoon when we we re i n  Eu rope , we were t here  at  the t i me of 

the Mun i ch c r i s i s . And we we re i n  F ra n ce when Ga l ad i e r came back and  the re 

we re the p a rades  a n d  t hey t houg ht  that  f i na l l y t h e re wou l d  be peace a n d  t hey 

we re appea s i ng H i t l er and so on . B u t , t he re we re t hose a t  t h a t  time who fe l t  

t ha t  wa r wa s i mm i nen t .  On the  ret u rn s h i p� t he re t u rn t rip , we came bac k  on 

t he S ta t tendahn , t h a t  was t he o r i g i na l  S t a t tenda hn , a n d  1 1 00 refugee s we re 

added to the pas sen g e r  l i s t so t ha t  we a l l ha d to g i ve up q ua r te r s  a n d  

com b i ne w i t h  othe r s .  And i t  was a ve ry rough c ro s s i ng a n d  we we re s u r rounded 

by peop l e  who we re l eav i ng beca use t hey we re ve ry much con ce rned . Th i s  wa s 

Sep tembe r of . . .  t h i s  wa s Octobe r of L38 .  An d I remembe r we spe n t  Yom 

K i ppu r on boa rd s h i p  a n d  i t  was t he s a d de s t  s e r v i ce t h a t  I can eve r 

remembe r beca use  these we re peop l e  who we re be i n g  up rooted and  l eav i n g t he i r 

home l a nd  a n d  so on . An d I r emembe r when we saw the . . .  when we came i n to 

the S t a t ue . . . to the New Yor k  Ha r bo r  a n d  t hey s i g h t ed t he S t a t ue of L i be rty , 
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A. , ( Con t i nued)  t he emot i ona l react i on of  the peop l e  wa s ve ry touch i ng ,  ve ry 

un be l i evea b l e .  So , I wa s awa re . . .  

a n d  s o  on . B u t , I d i dn 1 t t h i nk tha t 

wha t wa s rea l l y go i ng o n .  

was awa re o f  t he who l e  refugee movemen t 

wa s a s  awa re a s  I s hou l d  have been of 

Q. D i d  you pe r sona l l y know any  of t he refugee s who ended up i n  Roche s t e r ?  

A .  Ye s ,  we d i d . We knew a n umbe r of  t hem . I n  fact , a t  t h e  t l me when I f i r s t  

came here m y  s i s te r - i n - l aw ,  a s  I to l d you , was P res i den t o f  t h e  Counc i l o f  

Jewi sh  Women a n d  I became a c t i ve l y  i nvo l ved i n  the Counc i l  o f  J ew i s h Women . 

And they had I i t t l e  re s ta u ra n t s  that  t hey opened on Mon roe Ave n ue , wh i ch wa s 

ca l l ed  t he Open Doo r .  And i t  was run by t he re fugee s .  They wou l d  make 

p roduc t s  l i ke j ams and j e l l i es a n d  t hey wou l d  bake th i n g s  for s a l e .  And they 

had a l i t t l e  tea room t he re a nd t hey wou l d  s e r ve l i g ht  l unches  a n d  so on . 

And t h a t  wa s a p roj ect  to he l p  t he refugee s , a n d  t he re we re q u i te a n umbe r .  

I have no  i dea of  the n umbe r s , but 1 1 m s u re t h a t  you can get  t hose s ta t i s t i cs .  

B u t , t hey we re a g roup a pa r t .  The German refugees t h a t  f i r s t  came fe l t  t h a t  

t hey we re ve ry s pec i a l  k i n d of  peop l e .  B u t  we d i dn 1 t . . .  bu t we d i d  know 

q u i te a n umbe r of  t hem.  

Q. Wha t we re . . .  wha t was you r rea c t i on when you found out  on towa rd t he end  

of  t he wa r ,  a fte r the wa r ,  what had rea l l y  happened i n  Eu rope ? 

A .  D i s be l i e f .  I t . i t  j us t  seemed i n con ce i va b l e  t h a t  somet h i ng l i ke t h a t  

cou l d  happen i n  t he twe n t i e t h  cen t u ry .  I t  . . .  you can comp rehend one dea t h  .. 

O r  i f  you read about an acc i den t i n  a .  , • a n d  a few peop l e  a re w i ped ou t ,  you 

can comp r ehen d t ha t a n d  you can be ve ry sad . B u t  when i t  comes to s i x  m i l l i on 

Jews , you j u s t  can 1 t comp rehend t ha t . I t  becomes unbe l i evab l e . An d I t h i n k 

t h a t  i t  wa s . . .  i t  had a n umb i n g effec t ,  you j u s t  cou l dn 1· t  be l i eve t h a t  i t  

cou l d  ha ppen . 

Q. D i d  i t  make you fee l more . . .  mo re J ew i s h ?  
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A. I fe l t  t h a t  J ews we re respon s i b l e  for t he i r  own and t he re was no po i n t  i n  

t ry i ng to t h i n k  i n  te rms of  a s s i m i l a t i on eve r aga i n ,  t h a t  you we re a l ways  

con s i de red a J ew no  ma t te r  wha t .  And tha t a J ew ,  on ce bo rn  a Jew , you we re a 

J ew fo r l i fe .  An d i f  you pa r t i c i pa te d  i n the gene ra l commun i ty i n  any 

act i v i t i e s , you we re con s i de red a J ew .  You we ren ' t  pa r t i c i pa t i ng i n  any  

o t he r  fas h i on .  And  s o  I . . .  I s uppose tha t i t  s t reng t hened my  fee l i ng s .  

Q . Ha s t h a t  fee l i n g s tayed w i t h  you? 

A .  I a l way s fee l ve ry con sc i ou s  of my Jew i s hnes s .  And yet I have been i n vo l ved 

w'ilth non - J ews  i n  man y  a venues . And I ' m a l way s awa re of be i ng a Jew and  I ' m 

a l way s comfor tab l e  about be i ng a J ew .  An d I know everyone a l ways accep t s  me 

as I am. B u t , I do fee l don ' t fee l 'c l i q uey ' a bout  fee l i ng the 

nece s s  . .  n e ce s s i ty of  be i ng w i th J ews a l l t he t i me .  I fee l ver y  comfo r t a b l e  

when 1 1 m i n  m i xed g ro up s .  

Q. Do you fee l t he same way a bout a s s i m i l a t i on ?  

A .  I don ' t  . . .  I don ' t  be l i eve i n  a s sm i m i l a t i on .  don ' t  be l i eve anymore i n  a 

me l t i n g pot i de a .  be l i eve ve ry def i n i te l y  t h a t  t ha t  a l l t h e  d i fference s  

. . .  t he d i fferent  peop l e  make for a . . .  a pos i t i ve s i t ua t i on i n  t he U n i ted 

Sta tes . An d I t h i n k we a l l o ug h t  to re ta i n  much t h a t  i s  good i n  our  own 

be 1 i e f s , i n ou r own c u 1 t u r e .  

Q. So you wou l d s ay t h a t  t h i s  i s  not j us t  t rue for Jews b u t  a l so for  b l acks a n d  

for t he I r i sh ?  

A .  Exa c t l y .  don ' t  t h i n k  you can . . .  I don ' t  be l i eve i n  g he t to i z i n g t he 

d i fferences  a t  a l l .  don ' t  be l i eve i n  g he t to i z i ng peop l e .  I be l i eve i n  

m i x i ng peop l e  a n d  a l l ,  bu t I t h i n k  tha t when you make a con t r i but i on to the 

gene ra l commun i ty you b r i ng w i t h  you a l l the a t t i t udes  a n d  t he pos i t i ve aspects  

o f  you r  own re l i g i on a n d  your own cu l t u re . 

Q. We l l ,  i f  one i n teg rates  n e i ghborhoods a n d  s c hoo l s ,  how does . . .  how do peop l e  



I n te rv i ew w i t h F l o rence S t u rman Page 2 6  

Q . ( Con t i n u ed )  

p u r i ty7 1 1 

reta i n  t he i r . . .  i f  I may q uo te J i mmy Ca r te r ,  1 1e t hn i c  

A .  You  m i g ht n o t  reta i n  i t  comp l ete l y .  I t  changes . I t  changes . I t  has  to 

change . I t h i nk t ha t  . I t h i n k t he i n teg r a t i on of the commun i t �e s  i s  

ve ry hea l thy . t h i n k i t ' s  very good . I t h i n k  w i th i n the fam i l y s t ruc t u re 

t hough i t l s  very  n i ce to be a b l e  to reta i n  you r J uda i sm .  And I th i n k  t ha t ' s 

t h e  way i t ' s  g o i n g to be p a s se d  on f rom gene ra t i on to genera t i on .  The re i s  

so  much i n te rma rr i age  today t h a t  i t ' s  gonna be ha rd to do i t . 

Q. Wha t do you . . .  wha t do you . . .  you r op i n i on s  on i n te rma r r i age?  

A .  We l l ,  l e t ' s p u t  i t  t h i s way ,  I ' d be  happ i e r  i f  my  son s ma r r i ed a J ew i s h g i r l .  

I wou l d  not rej ect  t hem i f  t hey ma r r i ed ou t of  t he fa i t h .  wou l d  not s i t  

sh i va a s  s ome pa ren t s  u s ed to do when a c h i l d  ma r r i ed out  of t he fa i t h .  The re 

a re membe r s  of ou r fam i l y ,  gener a l  fam i l y ,  not i mmed i a te fam i l y ,  who have 

m a r r i ed o u t  of t he fa i th .  And t he spouses  a re more Jew i s h than  t he J ew i sh  

membe rs  of the  fam i l y .  Tha t often happen s too .  So  I t hin k you  ga i n  some a n d  

l os e  s ome . B u t ,  I . . .  I don '· t  know .  I . . .  l ': ve a l ways t a u g h t  b rothe rhood 

a nd eq ua l i ty ,  so I s uppose t he next s tep i s  po s s i b l y  accep t i n g those who 

choose to i n te rma r ry . And I wou l d  j us t  hope tha t i n  ou r own fam i l y  t h a t  the 

boys wou l d  r ema i n  J ew i s h .  

Q. O K. 

A .  N o  g ua ran tee s .  

Q . Get t i ng beyon d t he spec i f i cs of you r  s on s , wha t gene ra l l y do you t h i n k  i n te r

ma r r i age ca u s e s ?  I mean , wha t a re i t s good effec t s , wha t a re i t s b a d  e f fec t s ?  

A .  We l l ,  i t  d i l u tes a re l i g i on .  There ' s no q ue s t i on a bout  i t . I th i n k t h a t  

g e ne ra l l y spea k i ng when the re ' s i n t e rma r r i age  wha t happen s i s  t ha t ,  to a vo i d  

f r i c t i o n ,  t he re ' s  n o  effo r t  rea l l y to d i rect a ch i l d i n  any one re l i g i on so 

tha t t he c h i l d . . .  C h i l d ren of tha t ma r r i ag e ,  the c h i l d ren , become . . . n ot 
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A .  ( Con t i nued)  i r re l i g i ou s  nece s sa r i l y ,  but  I don 1 t  t h i n k  the re 1 s any 

re l i g i ou s  hab i t to t he i r  l i ves . The l i fe i s  a ma t te r  of  cu l t u re and  so on . 

An d I t h i n k i t  s o r t  of wea ken s  the s t ruct u re of J uda i sm .  

Q. Why do you t h i n k  i t 1 s  i mpo r tan t that  we b r i ng up ou r ch i l d ren  i n  t he . . .  

to have some s o r t  of re l i g i on ?  

A. We l l ,  th i n k the va l ues  t h a t  we get t h ro ug h  r e l i g i on a re f i ne one s . 

Q . Cou l d  you e l a bo ra t e  on t ha t  a l i t t l e ? Wha t . . •  what va l ues do you . . .  ? 

A .  We l l ,  I s uppose eve ry re l i g i on wou l d  c l a i m  t he same va l ues , but  you know to 

hon o r  you r pa ren t s , to . . .  t he Ten Comma ndmen t s  ba s i ca l l y .  To do good , to 

l i ve a f u l l l i fe , to t h i n k  i n  t e rms  of  you r  do i ng some t h i ng for the next pe r son 

and so on . B u t  t h a t  doe s n 1 t  nece s sa r i l y  have to be J uda i sm .  l t 1 s  j us t  that  

I p e r sona l l y  wa s ra i sed a s  a Jewe s s  and  so , the refore , I t h i n k tha t 1 s  a good 

way to i mpa r t  pos i t i ve va l ue s .  

Q. Do you t h i nk t h e r e  a r e  s p ec i f i c  J ew i s h va l ues  t ha t  one f i n d s  on l y  i n  Juda i sm?  

A .  We l l ,  t he be l i ef  i n  o n e  G-d , o f  cou � s e ,  you know .  And tha t i s  p r i ma ry t o  ou r 

re l i g i on ,  we don 1- t be l i eve i n  o t he r  de i t i e s .  And I .  . I t hi n k  t hat  i t 1�s  a 

good , bas i c ,  f l ex i b l e  re l i g i on .  They 1 re so to l e ra n t  of dev i a t i on s  w i th i n  the 

g roup .  You can be a good J ew i n  so  many d i ffe ren t ways . And , f ran k l y ,  I 

th i n k  i t 1 s a ve ry easy  r e l i g i on .  An d I t h i n k t h a t  i f . maybe too easy . 

I f  I weren 1 t  bor n  a Jew , I t h i n k .  a n d  had a c ho i ce ,  1 1- d  choose t o  be a 

J ew .  They 1 ve had a l l the p rob l ems  of t he wor l d  and  so on , but  I t h i nk 

ba s i ca l l y t he va l ues a re very pos i t i ve .  There 1 s  not  a l l t he r i t ua l and  

t he . . .  oh , so  much  of  the a u toma t i c  re spon se s . L i ke when I hea r .  

p robab l y  shou l dn 1 t men t i on . . .  t he Ha i l  Ma ry and  s o  on and  t he te l ev i s i on 

and  t he repe t i . . .  not  on te l ev i s i on ,  t he rad i o  t hey r ep ea t t he Lord 1 s  P raye r  

a n d  s o  on ove r and  ove r and  ove r aga i n  i n  rote . But  we do i t  i n  rote , some 

of ou r p raye r s  i n  rote , too .  Bu t ,  we don 1 t have t he pomp o r  the c i J rcums tance . 
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A .  ( Con t i n ued ) And  we . . . .  ten peop l e  can get  togethe r i n to a p r i va te 

home a n d  have a .  a s e rv i ce a n d  i t  s t i l l  can be re l i g i ou s  . .  O r  you can 

have a bea u t i fu l  Sede r at you r tab l e  and t ha t  can be re l i g i ous  s e rv i ce . O r  

your S habba t ,  l i g ht i n g  of the cand l e s .  l t t s a n  emot i ona l exp e r i en c e ,  too. And 

I f i nd tha t e s p ec i a l l y  d u r i ng t i mes of p ro b l ems  i n  you r home , i n  you r fam i l y ,  

re l i g i on seems to be s ome t h i ng to. ho l d  onto .  You have fa i th i n  the powe rs  that  

be . 

Q . O K. You men t i oned j us t  off-hand  t he fa ct  t h a t  J ews ca r ry the  p rob l ems  of  t he 

wo r l d . We l l ,  I ' d l i ke to t a l k  a bout  I s rae l and  i t s e s ta b l i s hmeh t .  Now , wha t  

d i d  you t h i n k o f  t he U . N . ? D i d  you work f o r  i t s e s ta b l i s hmeh t ?  

A .  Yes . I n  fa c t ,  I s t i l l  be l ong  t o  t h e  Roches t e r  Assoc i a t i on o f  the U n i ted 

Nat i on s .  And my h u s band  wa s one o f t he V i ce- P re s i de n t s  a coup l e  of yea r s  ago .  

He  ha s s i n ce d ropped off t he Boa r d .  Wa s h e  a V i ce- P res i den t o r  j us t  on t he 

Boa rd ? J u s t  on t he Boa rd . Bu t ,  a t  a ny r a te ,  I s t i l l  fee l bas i ca l l y  tha t t he 

i dea i s  a so und one . B u t  t he l a s t  few yea r s  t he a c t i on has been i r respon s i b l e .  

Q. Have you r  . . .  t he n  you r op i n i on s  of the U . N . have changed? 

A .  Yes , my op i n i on s  of t he U . N . have changed . � t i l l  t h i n k  t he r e ' s  a l ot of 

va l ue i n  t he U . N .  The re ' s a Wo r l d  Hea l t h O rg a n i za t i on ,  t h rough t he UN I GEF  w i t h  

a ch i l d re n L s  o rg a n i za t i on ,  and  s o  on . have fee l i ng s  t h a t  i t  has been taken 

ove r by t he Th i rd Wo r l d  and t hey ' re fee l i ng t he i r  powetr now ,  a n d  perhaps  the 

s t ructu r e  w i l l  have to  chan g e  somewha t .  B u t  I do fee l t he i dea i s  a good one .  

To t ry to  b r i ng peop l e  togethe r to  ta l k  a bout  t he i r p ro b l ems r a t h e r  t han  f i g h t  

i t  ou t .  U n for t una te l y  they ' re s t i l l  f i g h t i ng i t  out .  

Q. Then d i d  you r op i n i on of t he U . N .  change d ue to a c t i on s  ove r I s rae l or  wa s 

i t  before t ha t ?  

A .  I t h i n k there  we re o t he r a c t i on s ,  too .. 

Q. Does any t h i ng s o r t  o f  l ea p  to m i nd ?  
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A .  We l l ,  yes . I t h i n k  t ha t  i f  t hey we re rea l l y  a pea ce keep i ng o rgan i za t i on 

Q. 

tha t we s hou l d  n eve r have been i n  V i etnam . Tha t i f  t h e re we re . . .  i f  t hey 

we re s t ruc t u red so tha t they cou l d  send  a peace keep i ng g roup to V i e t n am a n d  

. . .  a n d  p revent  a wa r ,  t h a t  wou l d  b e  wha t t hey s hou l d  be . A n d  I don ' t  th i nk 

t hey have been e ffect i ve a ny p l ace i n  t he wo r l d  rea l l y  i n  t h a t  reg a rd . P e r ha p s  

o t h e r s  w i l l  d i ffer  w i th  me , b u t  I s t i l l  t h i n k i t L s  a va l i d i n s t rumen t .  

OK .  Now we re you . 

e s t ab l i s hed i n  ' 48?  

we re you  i n te res ted i n  I s rae l when i t  wa s f i r s t  

A .  Yes . 

Q. Wha t we re you r fee l i ng s  t he n ?  

A .  I wa s j us t  t h r i l i ed . Ve ry , very  m u c h  exc i ted , very  th r i  ! l ed .. I n  fac t ,  

hea rd a bout  i t  when I wa s a t tend i ng a Ba r M i tzvah i n  Schenectady and  i t  wa s 

ve ry emot i ona l ,  ve ry .  

Q . Do you t h i n k  t hat  t he s u r v i va l of  I s ra e l  i s  neces sa ry for t he s u rv i va l  of  the 

J ews ? 

A .  l ! t h i n k s o .  l rea l l y do.  

Q. Cou l d  you e l a bo r a te on tha t a t  a l l ?  

A .� We l l ,  I t h i n k t ha t  we ' ve reached t he po i n t i n  o u r  h i s to ry whe re the . . . the 

I s ra e l  and t he U n i ted S ta t e s  bo t h  a re i mp o r t a n t  fo r J uda i sm .  don � t  t h i n k 

I s rae l cou l d  s u rv i ve w i t hout  J ews i n  t he d i a s po r a .  And I t h i n k that  d i a spora 

p robab l y  cou l d not s u rv i ve w i thou t I s rae l L ca u s e  i t � s a l mos t l i ke a fa t he r l a nd .  

I t h i n k  we have l ooked fo r t h i s  day for many cen t u r i es , a n d  I fee l t h a t  now 

t ha t  I s rae l i s  a s ta te , i t s s u rv i va l  i s  a b so l u te l y  pa ramount  to o u r  ex i s tence 

a s  J ews . I f  I s ra e l  wou l d  n o t  s u rv i ve ,  we m i g h t  s u rv i ve a s  i nd i v i d ua l s  a n d  

t he re m i gh t  be remna n t s  of J uda i sm ,  b u t  I don ' t th i n k w e  wou l d  have the 

s t reng t h  a s  J ews tha t we have . 

Q. OK .  D i d  you l i s te n  .. . .  we re you a t  the 1 975 v i s i t  of Go l da Me i r . he re  i n  
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Q. ( Con t i n ue d )  Roche s t e r ?  

A .  Yes . 

Q . What  d i d  you t h i n k  o f  h e r  ded i ca t i on of t he B e r n s te i n  Cha i r? 

A .  We l l ,  I ha d met Go l da Me i r  per sona l l y a few yea r s  befo re t ha t . We we re i n  

I s ra e l  i n  1 972 . We had a v i s i t  w i t h  Go l da i n  he r p r i vate  off i ce w i t h Mayo r 

S tephen May . My hus ban d  and  I we re pa rt  of  a d e l eg a t i on fo r t he Roche s te r

Rehovot S i s t e r  C i ty Con fe ren c e .  And we s pen t a bout 45 m i n utes  w i t h  he r .  And 

s he wa s j us t  . . .  s he 1 a  an amaz i ng woman .  S he i s  abso l ute l y  a n  amaz i n g  woman . 

I n  fac t ,  someone l a s t  n i gh t  sa i d  t h a t  he . . .  a Gen t i l e to l d  me l a s t  n i g h t  

t ha t  he fe l t  t h a t  s he wou l d  g o  o u t  a s  t he out s t and i ng woman of  ou r cen t u r y .  

S he came t h roug h w i t h  a ve ry l ove l y  g randmothe r l y  type , ea s y  t o  ta l k  to , ve ry 

ea sy  to v i s i t  w i t h .  An d yet , a l though  you we ren 1 t  ab l e  t o  t a ke notes , you fe l t  

a s  i f  a l mos t eve ryt h i ng you sa i d  wa s q uotea b l e and  you w i s hed you cou l d  wr i te 

i t  a l l  down . I n  fact l a te r we got together  a n d  wrote ou r i mp re s s i on s  and  t r i ed 

to r emembe r verba t i m  much of wha t s he sa i d .  Very sma r t , ve ry s h rewd . S he 

i sn 1 t  r e l i g i o us I don 1 t  be l i eve . S he doe s n 1 t  have t he ve ry s t rong fee l i ng 

about J uda i sm as  a re l i g i on . I t h i n k  bas i ca l l y s he 1 s a sound Soc i a l i s t .  

t h i n k  s he 1 s a c u l t u ra l  J ew ra t he r  than a re l i g i ou s  Jew.  But , I be l i eve she 

1 i ves h e r  J u da i sm .  I t h i n k  t h a t  s he made q u i te a n  i mp res s i on a t  that  

convoca t i on at  the Eas tman on  a l l  those  who  we re g a t h e red . d i dn L t t h i n k 

s he wa s a s  p rofound t ha t n i g h t  a s  she  has  been i n  o t he r  t i me s .  B u t  s he 1 s 

wonde rfu l .  

Q Now, I th i n k 1 1 m gonna l ea ve off  d i scus s i n g t he Rehovot . . .  some o t he r  t i me .  

A .  A l l r i g h t .  

Q . B u t  you d i d  men t i on S tephen May .  Now ,  t he re has  . . .  wha t  I wou l d  l i ke to 

know i s  do you t h i n k t he re . . i n  t he p o l i t i ca l  commu n i ty i n  Roc he s te r ,  do 

you t h i n k t hey a re s ympa thet i c  to  t he J ew i s h  commu n i ty?  
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A .  Yes , ve ry def i n i te l y .  I t h i n k S tephen May a s  Mayor wa s m u c h  mo re i nvo l ved i n  

t he Jew i s h commu n i ty t han  t he p re s e n t  Mayo r .  Very  o f ten you wou l d  see S tephen 

at soc i a l  g a t he r i ng s  and othe r g a t he r i ng s  of  t he J ew i sh  commun i ty .  He  was a 

reg u l a r  a t te n d a n t  a t  s ome of  these g at h e r i ng s .  He  wa s hea d  of o u r  I n te rfa i th 

Comm i t tee of  t he Federa t i on , a n d  I be l i eve , s t i l l  i s . I t h i n k he wa s def i n i te l y 

i nt e re s t ed i n  the  J ew i sh commun i ty .  O f  cou r s e ,  be i ng a bache l o r he  had  mo re 

Q. 

A .  

t i me to soc i a l i ze .  B u t , I ' d s ay a n d  we have had  some ve ry p rom i n e n t  

J ews i n  ou r c i ty gove rnmen t .  L i ke Joe S i l ve r s te i n ,  who wa s V i ce-Mayo r a n d  s o  

on . I don ' t t h i nk we have a s  many J ews i nvo l ved i n  gover nment he re a t  t he 

l oca l l eve l a s  t he r e  m i g h t  be e l sewhe re.  I don ' t th i n k t he J ew i sh peop l e  ta ke 

a s  a c t i ve a ro l e  i n  po l i t i c s .  We h ave a n umbe r o f  j udges  o f  cou rse a n d  a l l .  

B u t  I don ' t  t h i n k t he J ews a re a s  i nvo l ve d .  

Why . 

I .  . 

why do you t h i n k t ha t ' s . . .  ? Do you have any  i de a ?  I t ' s i n te re s t i ng .  

r ea l l y don ' t know .  We ', ve been i nvo l ved a t  t he l oc a l  l eve l .  My h u s ba n d  

r a n  fo r of f i ce tw i ce i n  t h e  Democ ra t i c  P a r ty .  B u t ,  ba s i ca l l y  t hey j us t  don ' t  

know why i t  i s . I don ' t t h i n k that  t hey we r e  to l d  no t to be i nvo l ved or  I 

don l t  t h i nk t hey we re kep t  out  of t h e  . . .  t he o rg a n i zat i on s  i n  any  way . 

Pe r ha p s  j u s t  t ha t  the J ew i sh peop l e  i n  t he l as t  few yea r s  have spen t so much 

of t he i r en e rg i es ra i s i ng funds on beha l f  of t he S ta te of I s ra e l  and i nvo l vemen t 

i n  t he J ew i s h  commu n i ty organ i za t i on s  t h a t  many of t hem haven ' t  i nvo l ved 

t h em s e l ves  i n  the  p o l i t i ca l  game . Now ,  i t  t a ke s  a l ot of t i me .  

Q . Do you t h i n k tha t i n  your  expe r i en ce i n  Roch e s t e r  h a s  t h e re eve r been any 

l oca l  po l i t i ca l  l ea de r s  who were l es s  than sympa thet i c  to t he Jew i sh 

A .  

commu n i ty ?  

N o t  rea l l y . 

Do you remembe r a ny k i nd of a n t i - Sem i t i c  i nc i den t s ?  

can ' t . Not off-hand , no .  

Q . Do you t h i n k t h a t  t he re ' s a d i f fe rence between Democ r a t s  a n d  t he Repu b l i ca n s  

i n  t he way t hey hand l e ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  j u s t  t he c i ty gove rnmen t i n  genera l ,  
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Q . ( Con t i n ue d )  a n d  s econd  o f  a l l t he Jew i s h  commun i ty?  I mean I know that  

you  1 ·  re Demo c ra ts  . •  

A .  We l l ,  yes . We l l ,  t h e  Democra t s  a r e  s upposed t o  be a l i t t l e  b i t  mo re l i be r a l 

towa rds m i no r i ty  g roup s .  The Repu b l i ca n s  a re s upposed to be mo re e s t a b l i s hmen t 

a n d  a l l .  B u t  t o  be perfect l y  hone s t  w i th  you ,  I t h i n k i t 1 s s i x of one , ha l f  

dozen of t h e  othe r .  And I t h i n k  tha t once t he Democ ra t s  g e t  con t ro l  t hey don 1 t  

accomp t i s h an y more t h a n  t he Rep ub l i ca n s . The Rep ub l i ca n s  do eq ua l l y  a s  poor l y .  

N e i t he r  g roup has been do i ng the j obs t h a t  I fee l t hey can do . Of cou rse , we L ve 

had some ma rve 1 ous  J ews i n  t h e  S ta t e  gove rnmen t .  Herbert  Layma n a n d  J a cob 

Ja v i t s a nd peop l e  of  t h a t  ca l i be r  who have been g reat .  And on the l oca l l eve l 

mos t  o f  thos e  who I t h i n k of i n  very pos i t i ve va l ues have been t hose who have 

become j udges . Don • t l i ke to  men t i on B i l l  Posne r 1 s name , but  he l ed the 

Democ r a t i c  Pa r ty l oca l l y and  ran i n to a l l k i nd s  of t roub Le .  Of cour s e ,  we 

have R i cha rd  Rosen baum who i s  t he Repu b l i can S t a te C ha i rman who i s  Jew i sh .  

We a l so have . . . you know , i t  j us t  dawned on me t h a t  somep l a ce i n  t h i s  

h i s tory someone oug h t  to  i n t e rv i ew So l L i now i tz .  

Q . M r s . S t urma n , have you o r  do you know of a ny sort  of an t i - S em i t i c  expe r i en ce 

bhat 1 s  happened i n  Roches ter  ove r the p a s t  . . .  we l l ,  s i n ce you 1 ve been he re 

or even befo re?  

A .  Off- hand , I ca n 1 t reca l l .  You know, we  have  ways  of  b l ot t i ng out f rom ou r 

memo r i es unp l ea s a n t  t h i ng s .  An d I m i g h t  have done j us t  t ha t ,  b u t  perhaps  1 1 1 1 

g i ve i t  s ome more t houg h t , a f te r  we . .  

Q . OK .  Now we re you i n  a ny way connected w i t h the  JY?  

A .  Not rea l l y .  

Q. Are  you a member now o f  t he J C C ?  

A. Yes , we have been membe r s  fo r yea r s  of  bot h ,  of t he JY  too. We we re  membe r s  

a l l  a l ong . O h ,  I shou l dn 1 t s ay t ha t  I wa s n 1 t  con n ected , I comp l ete l y  forg o t .  
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A .  ( Con t i nued ) 

t ha t  I l ed .  

I l ed a g roup t he re i n  t he yea r s  gone by . I had  a g i r l s  g roup 

haven 1 t  t houg ht of t h a t  i n  s o  l on g . B u t , i n  the ea r l y  yea r s 

I u sed to have a g roup t h a t  I . . .  a c l u b .  

Q . Wha t d i d  you do? 

A .  We u s ed to  h ave  d i s c u s s i on s  of  a l l ki n d s . And 1 1 m t ry i ng to remembe r wha t we 

d i d  i t  wa s so l on g  ago .  B u t ,  i t  wa s a n i ce g ro up of g i r l s  a n d  we used to get  

togethe r and  d i s c u s s  va l ues a n d  so on  a n d  do t h i ng s  toget he r .  An d 1 1 m t ry i ng 

to  remember exa c t l y  what we d i d .  

Q. I t  soun d s  s ome t h i ng  l i ke the Young Leade rs h i p  t h i ng t h a t  t hey have now .  

A. Ye s ,  i t  wa s a soc i a l  g roup . And ,  i n  fact , I . . . 1 1 ve seen some of the g i r l s  

tha t we re a s soc i a ted i n  t h a t  g roup bow l i ng i n  recent yea r s .  And t h i s  i s  t he 

f i r s t  t i me 1 1 ve t houg h t  a bo u t  i t . I .  . .  I rea l l y  can 1 t remember too much 

a b out  i t .  I t  mus t have been a v e ry g rea t g roup . (L a u g h t e r ) B u t  I know I gave 

i t  some t i me .  I u s ed to go re l i g i ou s l y  to t he meet i ng s .  I was mo re of t he i r  

a dv i so r ,  y ou know, t hey we re teenage r s  and  t hey cond ucted t he i r  own meet i ng .  

And t hey needed s omeone to a c t  a s  a n  a dv i s o r  a n d  t h a t  was the  s o r t  o f  t h i ng  

t ha t  I d i d . They d i d  t he i r own t h i ng a s  we ca l l  i t  today . 

Q. What  do  you t h i n k i s  . . .  i s  the i mportance of a bu i l d i ng o r  a n  o.rrgan i za t i on 

1 i ke t he J CC ?  Wha t h a s  i t  don e  for  the commun i ty ?  

A .  We l l ,  a c t ua l l y ,  I t h i n k  i t 1 s  a va l i d organ i za t i on f o r  a commu n i ty ,  a J ewish  

commun i ty ,  becau s e  a l l p eop l e  a re not  a f f i l i a ted w i t h  a temp l e . The re a re a 

l ot of s i ng l es t h a t  come i nt o  t he commun i ty from ou t of t he c i ty who m i g h t  

g rav i t a t e  t he re a n d  who h a ve i n  t he pa s t .  I n  t he yea r s  gon e  by they u s ed to 

have a dorm i to ry and a l ot of  our p rom i nen t p eop l e  had dorm i to ry rooms there .  

So l  L i now i tz had  h i s  f i rs t  room a t  the  J Y  i n  the o l d bu i l d i ng .  And  t he r e  

we re a l ot o f  f i ne p eop l e  t ha t  had  t he i r  rooms t h e re .  S o ,  i n  a dd i t i on to 

t he p h y s i ca l  a s pects  o f  the p r og ram , I do t h i n k  t h a t  i t  wa s a mee t i ng p l ace 
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A.  ( Con t i n ued ) i n  t he o l d d ay s  for ac t i v i t i es . And a l ot of peop l e  g a t he red 

t h e re . Eve ryone wa s n L t  re l i g i ous l y  o r i en ted s o  i t  d i d  se rve the needs of 

ma ny peop l e .  I t  had a S unday schoo l down a t  t he o l d  J Y  t h a t  wa s funded by 

the  Counc i l  of J ew i s h  Women .  Now t hey do have a commun i ty S unday s choo l a t  

. unde r the B u r ea u  of J ew i s h  Educa t i on ,  but  a t  t ha t  po i n t they d i dn ' t have 

tha t k i n d of  s t r uctu r e .  So I do  t h i n k  i t  has  a va l i d rea son for ex i s tence . 

There a re a l o t  of soc i a l  p rog rams t ha t  have rea l l y  no  p l a ce i n  a temp l e ,  I 

t h i nk .  And I t h i n k  tha t ' s whe re t he J CC ,  the p rog rams . .  

Q . Do you t h i n k that  t he re i s  a J ew i s h  cu l tu re to Roche s te r ?  

A .  A J ew i s h cu l tu re? You ' re t h i nk i ng i n  te rms of  t h e  Y i dd i s h books t h a t  a re 

be i ng wr i t ten �and t he . . .  I s uppose t hat  . . .  I s uppose you wou l d  p u t  i t  

i n  a c l a s s  of a J ew i sh cu l t u re i n  some of t he a rt p rog rams a n d  a rt wo r k .  And 

I t h i n k  s o .  

Q. Do you th i n k  tha t t h e  J ew i s h  commun i ty ha s been pa r t i c u l a r l y  cu l tu ra l l y  

o r i en te d ?  And n ow 1 1 m th i n k i ng more a l on g  t he l i nes  o f  t he symphony and  the 

Memo r i a l  Art Ga l l e r y .  

A .  Def i n i te l y . 

Q. OK .  

A .  Very d ef i n i te l y . l t L s  ve ry i n te r es t i ng .  We l re pa t ron s of bot h the  a r t  ga l l e ry 

and the C i v Lc M u s i c  As soc i a t i on a n d  I Lm on t he Women L s  Counc i l  of  t he Bausch  

M useum , i t L s  now c a l l ed t he Museum a n d  P l a n eta r i um .  And i t ' s ve ry i n te res t i ng 

to  me to see t h a t  way out  of  p ropo r t i on to t he n umbe r s  i n  t he commun i ty ,  the re 

i s  a s t ron g  i nvo l vemen t i n  bo t h  t he mus i c  a s soc i a t i on and the a r t  g a l l e ry . 

The . for t he com i ng P re s i de n t  of the Women ' s  Counc i l  of  t he a r t  ga l l e ry i s  

J e w i s h .  The p re s e n t  Cha i rma n  o f  the  Boa rd  o f  t he . . .  i t 1  s now ca l l ed t he 

Roche s t e r  P h i l ha rmon i c  Orc re s t ra ,  i s  J ew i s h .  And i f  you l ook ove r l i s t s  of 

pa t ron s an d s o o n  you ' l l  f i nd  q u i te a n umbe r of J ew i s h .  I should say t hey ' ve 
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A .  ( Con t i n ued ) been very much i nvo l ved . As fa r a s  the museum i s  conce rned , 

I s t i l l  fee l 1 i ke t he token J ew .  I n  t he Women ' s  Counc i l  t he re a re ve ry , ve ry 

few J ew i s h  women , very few J ew i s h  women .  You have to be i nv i ted to  j o i n ,  a n d  

i t 1 s  a l mos t 1 i ke j o i n i ng a soror i ty .  l t . i t  rea l l y g e t s  to be tha t sor t  

o f  t h i n g .  They q ues t i on you a bout  a l l you r a ct i v i t i es a n d  s o  o n  before you ' re 

i nv i te d .  And then  t hey s end  o u t  ba l l ot s  a n d  you have t o  be voted o n  by the 

who l e  m embe r s h i p .  And i t  i s  u t te r l y  r i d i cu l ous . An d there a re ve ry few 

J ew i sh women on the Women '· s Counc i l .  And I have a fee l i ng t ha t  t he re a ren ' t  

too many J ew i s h  membe r s  of the museum .  wo rk on a reg u l a r  bas i s  a t  t he 

g i ft s hop of  t he museum.  I j us t  had tha t fee l i ng tha t the re a re t h i ng s  tha t 

I s hou l d  do i n  t he non-Jew i s h  commun i ty ,  too. An d I t h i n k  i t  ma kes me a 

bette r rounded pe r s on. By do i ng a 1 i t t l e  e l sewhe re you g e t  a ba l a n ced pe r spect i ve 

when y ou s tep back  an d do somet h i ng outs i de your own . 

Q. Tha t ' s  someth i ng e l se t h a t  I wan ted to  ta l k  a bout a t  much g rea te r l eng t h  

next t i me . Bu t ,  why . . .  why do you t h i n k  tha t t h e re ' s  a . . . o t he r  t h a n  

t he museum , a d i s p ropo r t i on a t e  represen t a t i on of  J ews o n  t hese s o r t  of cu l tu ra l  

i n  these  cu l t u na l  act i v i t i es ?  

A. We l l ,  t he J ews have a l ways  been i n vo l ved i n  mus i c . Some of our mos t  p rom i nen t 

a r t i s t s  a re J ews . I t h i n k  i t 1 s a l mo s t  n a t u r a l .  don '· t know .  . I don ' t 

know why . J ew i s h peop l e  have a l ways  been i n  t he fo ref ron t of t he f i ne t h i n g s  

1 i ke ou r . . .  I don 1 t  know what br i ng s  i t  o u t .  I don ' t know why i t  h a s  t o  have 

a reason , i t  j u s t  seems to be , you know, pa rt  of  the whol e be i ng .  I t h i n k 

tha t ,  we l l ,  i f  you rea l l y  g o  ba c k  t o  the home . For i n s ta n ce , even i n  the 

g h e t t o  homes , even i n  the . . .  the k i bbutz i m  or even t he mos t  s i mp l e  f l a t  

i n  I s rae l , you f i nd t ha t  t he re a re a l l  k i n d s  of books . When J ews p ra c t i ca l l y  

had  not h i ng to ea t t hey a l ways  had some t h i : ng  t o  read . The J ews a re rea l l y  

peop l e  who a re cu l t u re d .  Maybe t ha t ' s  one of the t h i n g s  I s hou l d  have 
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A .  ( Con t i n ue d ) emp ha s i zed befo re when you a s ked me a bout  s pec i a l  q ua l i t i es 

of  t he J ew i s h  re l i g i o n .  t h i n k  i t � s  a l mo s t  pa r t  o f  us . And I t h i nk t h a t  . .  

I th in k  t ha t  t he J ews have g i ven s t rong l eade r s h i p  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  too .  

Q. On e l a s t  q ues t i on ,  do you t h i n k t ha t  Roche s t e r  i t se l f  i s  a rea l l y  c u l t u ra l l y  

o r i en ted commun i ty ?  

A .  Oh , yes , i t  i s  def i n i te l y .  I do  t h i n k i t  i s .  I t h i n k i t  i s  a ve ry f i ne 

commu n i ty .  And I t h i n k i t ' s  de f i n i te l y  a cu l t u ra l commun i ty .  There a re many , 

many t h i, n g s  to t a ke a dvan tage of here , but  u n fo r t u n a te l y  you f i nd a ve ry sma l l 

g rou p of peop l e  t h a t  a re a t ten d i ng a l l of  t hese funct i on s . I t  seems  to be the 

same p eop l e t h a t  go to a l l t hese  t h i ng s .  But , I don ' t  t h i n k t h a t  our  d rama 

i s  ou t s ta n d i ng .  We don ' t  have a s t ron g  t hea t re he re . And u n fo r t una te l y  t hey ' ve 

t r i ed a n d  we haven ' t  s upported the t h ea t re .  B u t  othe r t han  t h a t  I th i n k  t ha t  

w e  ha ve def i n i te l y  a cu l tu r a l commun i ty .  I n c i den ta l l y ,  I shou l d  ment i on 

tha t Ru t h  Rosenberg has  been the gu i d i ng l i g h t  for t he ope ra p rog ram i n  

Roche s te r  s i n ce i t s i ncep t i on .  Someone m i g h t  wan t  t o  ta l k  to he r .  

E N D  O F  TAP E 1 ,  S I DE B ( I n te rv i ew I ) 
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By  T i na I saacs  

I n terv i ew I I  
Tape 1 
S i de A 

A .  But  I don  ' t t h i n k I d i d . . . 

Q. Th i s  i s  T i na I s aacs  i n te rv i ew i ng Ms . F l orence S t u rman . I t  i s  Tuesday , J une 

t he 2 9t h .  Th i s  i s  Tape 2 ,  S i d e  A .  OK.  M r s . S t u rman , cou l d  you p l ea s e  te l l  

me a bou t your  act i v i t i es i n  s o r t  o f  the l a rg e r  commun i ty?  You know ,  t he 

who l e  Roches te r commun i ty ?  And spec i f i ca l l y ,  changes  i n  the educa t i ona l 

a ct i v i t i es ?  

A .  We l l ,  i n  . . .  o f  cou rse , when my ch i l d re n  we re g row i ng up  my i n te re s t  wa s 

i n  fo l l ow i ng  t h ro ug h  on t he i r a ct i v i t i es ,  s u c h  a s  Boy Scout s ,  Cub  Scout s ,  a n d  

e spec i a l l y  t he schoo l s .  And a t  one t i me I was P res i den t of t he B r i g hton PTA . 

And  I became i n te res ted i n  s c hoo l s ,  s e r ved on a n umbe r of  t he i r comm i t tees , 

a n d  s t i l l ma i nta i n  a n  i n te re s t  i n  the s c hoo l s .  I wa s g i ve n  a l i fe membe r s h i p  

i n  PTA , wh i ch was a n i ce honor .  But , i t ' s  very i n te res t i ng to note tha t d u r i ng 

t h i s  who l e  pe r i od ,  I wou l d  s a y  i n  the s i xt i es ,  the J ew i s h  commun i ty wa s ve ry 

i n vo l ved w i t h the s choo l s .  The S upe r i n tenden t of  S choo l s wa s He rman G o l d be rg . 

And i n  t he PTAs t he re were not on l y  act i ve a n d  comm i t ted peop l e ,  b u t  i n  the 

n umbe r of t he PTAs t he p re s i den t s  we re J ew i s h .  The re we re a coup l e  of  

p re s i den t s  of  t he Gene see Va l l ey D i s t r i ct of PTAs , wh i c h i s  t he overa l l  bod y .  

O n e  wa s S y l v i a  Kap l a n ,  S ta n l ey Ma rcu s .  A n d  t hen beyond  tha t ,  o n  t h e  s c hoo l 

boa rds we ha d t he P res i den t of t he Schoo l i n  Wes t  I rondequo i t ,  J ames L i tw i t h .  

And the P res i den t of  t he Schoo l . Boa rd i n  B r i g h ton , Be r t  Tannenba um . And I ' m 

s ur e  that  t h e re a re man y o t her s .  And , o f  cou r s e , there  we re many p r i nc i p l es 

who we re s choo l . . .  wh o we re J ew i s h .  And 1 r: m  s u re some o f  t hem a re go i ng to 

be  i n te rv i ewed on t a pe s o  I won ' t  go i n to t h a t .  B u t , t hey we re i nvo l ved i n  

t he who l e  f i e l d  of educa t i on .  And t h a t  was one of  my i n te re s t s  i n  the ea r l y  
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A .  ( Con t i n ued ) yea r s . And t hen anothe r i n te re s t  was t he who l e  f i e l d  of  

huma n re l a t i on s .  And  t h i s  p receded t he r i ot s .  I n  the wou l d  say  the f i f t i es ,  

l a te f i ft i es , t h e re wa s an o rgan i za t i on formed of women . I t  wa s ca l l ed t he 

Women 1 s  Human Re l a t i on s  Counc i l . And ,  t h i s  was a body t ha t  s t a r ted a c t ua l l y  

f rom a sma l l d i scus s i on g roup a t  one of  t he chu rches . An d ,  i n  fac t ,  I t h i n k 

one of o u r  J ew i s h  women wa s t he . i n  cha rge  of t h a t  d i s c u s s i on g roup a t  

t ha t t i me ,  M r s . Lamon t Kap l a n .  And a t  tha t t i me t he re wa s a fee l i ng of a g re a t  

dea l  o f  p rej ud i ce .  An d t hey t houg ht  t h a t  pe rhaps  i t  s hou l d  g o  beyon d t h i s  

one d i scus s i on meet i n g  and formed some s o r t  of a counc i l .  So  they d i d .  An d 

t hey h ad represen t at i ve s  f rom t he J ew i sh commun i ty and  t he C h r i s t i a n  commun i ty 

and t h e  B l a c k  commun i ty .  An d eve n tua l l y a l l  t he women 1· s organ i za t i on s  s i gned  

up  and  sen t rep resen ta t i ves  and  some of t he o t he r o rgan i za t i on s  sen t 

r e p re sen t a t i ve s .  So , i t  wa s a fa i r l y  l a rge  body o f  rep resen ta t i ve s .  And t hey 

wou l d  mee t seve ra l t i mes a yea r ba s i ca l l y  to  z e ro i n  on the who l e  p rob l em of 

p rej ud i ce i n  hous i ng ,  i n  j ob d i sc r i m i na t i on ,  a n d  even i n  j u s t  p rej ud i ce t h a t  

peop l e  we re n ot awa re o f  t h a t  t hey m i g h t  t ra n sm i t  to t he i r  ch i l d ren .  S o ,  we 

wou l d  have for ums  and  p l ays whe re you . . .  a n d  d i s c us s i on g roups  a f t e rwa rd s , 

a l mo s t  l i ke a g r oup t he r a py k i nd o f  ses s i on .  And ze ro i n  on some of t he 

p rob l ems re l a t i n g  to home ac t i v i t i es tha t wou l d  t ra n sm i t  p rej ud i ce f rom one 

gen e ra t i on to the othe r .  And t h a t  . . .  a n d  s o  fo r a wh i l e there I wa s 

P res i den t of  t ha t  agency a n d  then they fe l t  tha t i t  wa s ve ry i mpor ta n t  to 

have an  ove ra l l ,  f unded body by t he S ta te . And t hey wo r ked ha rd  to get  t he 

Human Re l a t i on s  Comm i s s i on s t a rted i n  Roc he s te r ,  a nd t ha t L s  s t i l l  i n  

ex i s tence .  And t he women 1· s g roup wen t out of ex i s tence.  

Q. Now , t he women 1 s g roup , d i d  i t  do a n y t h i ng bes i de s  . . . 

A.  Have meet i ng s .  . 

Q.  I hate to use the word con s c i ou s n e s s - ra i s i ng ,  but I mean d i d  i t  go beyond 
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Q. ( Cont i n ued ) t he mee t i ng s ta g e ?  

A. Yes , i t  wo r ked on . . .  oh , for i n s tance , open hou s i ng covena n t s . They 

p ub l i s hed a boo k l et  of open hou s i ng coven a n t s . I n  fac t ,  I j us t  came a c ros s 

tha t .  And ,  a s  I s a y , they wo r ked to get  t h i s  H uman Re l a t i on s  Comm i s s i on 

s ta r ted . And , for i n s ta nce , i f  a b l ack person we re t ry i ng to move i n to a 

ne i ghborhood a nd had . . .  wa s hav i ng t roub l e ,  t hey m i g h t  w r i te to the 

n e i g h bo r s , t hey m i g h t  con ta c t  t he ne i g hbor s , t hey wou l d  do somet h i ng i n  t ha t  

ve i n .  B u t , of cour s e ,  now a l l  t ha t i s  i n  l aw .  You ca n ' t  d i s c r i m i nate  aga i n s t  

a pe r s on i n  hous i ng beca use  o f  t he i r race o r  re l i g i on .  B u t  i n  those days  i t  

was a l i t t l e  d i ffe r en t ,  a n d  i t  i sn ' t  s o  many yea r s  ago .  

Q. D i d  you ever con t ac t  rea l to r s  or  . .  

A .  Ye s ,  we d i d . 

Q. • . •  l oc a l  po l i t i c i an s ?  

A .  Ye s ,  we con ta c ted rea l to rs ,  l oca l p o l i t i c i an s  a t  t i mes  of  po l i t i ca l ,  you know , 

e l ec t i on s .  At  tha t t i me t hey fo rmed a l so a Re l i g i on a n d  Race Counc i l  that 

encompa s sed the bod i es of  the chu rches  and s o  on . They p u t  i n  fu l l -page a d s  

i n  t h e  pape r t o  wa rn  peop l e  not  t o  b e  ta ken i n  b y  sca re tac t i cs a n d  to vote 

accord i n g  to  t he peop l e ' s  . . .  t he i nd i v i d ua l ' s  be l i efs and a l l and not be 

a f ra i d  o f  t he i r  . . .  we l l ,  o f  cou rse , of t he i r  b i a se s  and so on . 

Q. Do you t h i n k  that  t he Human Re l a t i on s  Comm i s s i on was .  a n d  t he women I. s 

g roup ,  we re s ucce s s f u l ?  Now, a n d  I mean t ha t  i n  two ways .  rea l i ze you we re 

p robab l y  s ucces s fu l  w i th i n  you r own g ro up . I t  m u s t  have been very g ra t i fy i ng .  

D i d  t h e  commun i ty i t s e l f t h a t  you we re t ry i ng to work w i t h ,  we re they 

sympa the t i c? D i d  t hey l i s ten ? 

A .  l t 1 s  h a rd t o  know wha t i mpact  you have . We fe l t  t ha t  we d i d go o u t  o f  

ex i s tence , so  we fe l t  tha t we h a d  outg rown o u r  usefu l nes s .  Bu t t h i n k  a t  

o n e  t i me w e  we re a vo i ce tha t m i g ht have been l i s tened t o  b y  some peop l e .  
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A .  ( Con t i n ued ) And i t 1 s  ha r d .  As I say ,  you can 1 t  rea l l y  te l l  the i mpact 

you made ,  but j us t  t a l k i ng and wo rk i ng in  beha l f  of  good causes i s  bound to 

have some ba s i c  i mpac t .  J u s t  l i ke d ropp i ng a pebb l e  i n  the wa te r ,  not much , 

bu t a t  any r a te a l i t t l e . 

Q. OK .  We l l ,  I wa h t  to take a few s tep s backwa rd , j u s t  ta l k  a bout the 

educa t i on t h i ng aga i n .  Why do you . t h i nk there L s  . . why do you t h i n k  J ews 

ove rwhe l m i ng l y pa r t i c i pa te i h  educa t i on a l act i v i t i es ?  

A. I t h i nk t ha t  Jews a re t he peop l e  of  t he book a n d  they 1 ve a l wa y s  been i nt e re s ted 

Q. 

i n  educa t i on on a l l l eve l s .  And t h i nk someone q uoted t he f i g u re t he othe r 

day t h a t  50% . o f  Jews now have some k i nd of  a g ra d uate deg ree , wh i ch i s  

fan t a s t i c . I ca n 1 t  be l i e ve tha t s t a t i s t i c , but so don L t  use  i t  w i thout 

check i ng i t , but I .  . I cou l dn 1 t  be l i eve i t . B u t  a t  any  rate , I do t h i n k  

that J ews h a ve a l ways been i n te re s ted i n  educa t i on .  And t hen you we re ta l k i ng 

a bout t he l a rg e r  commun i ty .  J ews have a l wa y s  been i nvo l ved i n  t he Commun i ty 

Ches t .  B u t , a nd 1 1 m on the  Boa rd  of  tha t now .  I t h i n k I d i d  men t i on to you 

be for e  t hat  t hey j us t  pu t women on the  Boa rd i h ,  J t h i n k ,  i t  wa s i n  1 69 .  B u t  

l mus t  say  t h a t  a t  t h i s  p a rt i cu l a r  momen t  i h  t i me there  a re fa r fewe r Jews 

on the Boa rd of t he Commun i t y Chest  than  the re a re women or b l acks . Wh i ch  i s  

a ve ry i n te res t i ng . . .  The Adv i so ry Boa rd o f  t he Commun i ty Che s t  cons i s t s  

o f  q u i te a n umbe r o f  Jews , p rom i nen t Jews i n  the commun i ty who you w i l l  

p robab l y  be i n te rv i ew i ng who now a re ove r 7 0 ,  so  t hey we re p u t  on t he 

Adv i sory Boa rd . B u t  t h a t  g roup a re ,  I t h i nk they have mo re J ews i n  t h a t  

g roup t h an p ropo r t i on a te i n  the  commu n i t y .  B u t  O h  t he ove ra l l  Boa rd  of 

Commun i ty C he s t  today t he re a re very few Jews . And the i n te res t i ng th i ng ,  

a nd I don 1 t wa n t  to be q uo ted , but at  any  ra te t he i n te res t i ng t h i ng i s  that  

those . . .  man y  of  t he Jews on  the Boa rd now a re J ews in  name on l y . 

Do you t h i nk t ha t .  we 11 , i s  t h i s  beca u s e  Jews have become 1 ess 
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Q. ( Con t i nued ) i n ter e s ted i n  t he Commun i ty Che s t  o r  tha t the  Commun i ty 

C he s t  i s  t ry i ng to s o l i c i t  peop l e  . . .  ? 

A .  We l l ,  i t  i sn .'! t a ma t t e r  of  so l i c i ta t i on .  J ews a re a l l s o l i c i ted . l '·m  

ta l k i ng about the l eade r s h i p .  

Q. No ,  I mean t he l ea d e rs h i p .  l ':m  sor ry . 

A. B u t  i nc i den ta l l y ,  t he P re s i den t of t he Commun i ty C hes t a t  p re s e n t  i s  Jew i s h , 

wh i ch i s  very i n te res t i ng .  B u t , the compos i t i on of t he Boa rd a n d  of  the 

Corpora t i on i s  mos t l y  non - J ew i s h .  And ,  a s  I s ay , J ews a re not rep resen ted i n  

any  n umbe rs . 

Q. We l l ,  I g u e s s  wha t I mea n t  was . . .  I pu t i t  very bad l y ,  wa s I mean how 

exac t l y  i s  the  Boa rd chosen  i n  tha t . . .  7 

A .  By a nom iAa t i ng comm i t tee .  

Q. Now ,  i s  t h i s  nom i na t i ng  comm i t tee nom i na t i ng l es s  J ews  do you th i n k ?  O r  i s  

i t  Jews a re l e s s  i n teres ted i n  be i ng pa r t  of t he Boa rd?  

A .  I don ' t t h i n k t ha t  t he l a t te r  i s  t r ue . t h i n k  J ews  a re ve ry i n te re s ted i n  

becom i ng membe r s  of  t he Boa rd , bu t I t h i n k i t ' s  a per i od of compen s a t i on whe re 

they ' re t ry i ng to get mor e  b l a cks  on a n d  t he re a re j u s t  ce r ta i n  n umber of 

open i ng s .  And pe rhaps t hey don ' t  t h i n k  of u s  anymore a s  J ews , but a s  wh i te 

vers us  b l a ck� a n d  t ry i ng to get  t h e  b l acks on . B u t  I j us t  happen to  t h i n k 

t ha t t ha t � s  a n  i n te re s t i ng .  

Q. Ve ry i n te r es t i ng .  

A .  You a s k  about o ther  a ct i v i t i es i n  t he genera l commun i ty .  I t h i n k  I d i d  t e l l 

you wa s i nvol ved i n  the museum.  

Q . Yea . 

A .  And  . . .  a n d  I j u s t  had a ca l l  t h i s  mo rn i ng .  I ' m wor k i n g  t he re i n  t he g i ft 

s hop on a mon t h l y  bas i s .  B u t  t ha t ,  too ,  I t h i n k i s  not . . .  we l l ,  I ' m 

s u re t he a t tendance i s  a s  much J ew i s h  a s  non - J ew i sh ,  b u t  I don ' t t h i n k t h a t  
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A. ( Con t i nued ) i n  the overa l l  Boa rd o r  a s soc i a t i on t he re a re too many Jews , 

a n d  p roba b l y  i n  t he membe rs h i p  t he re a ren 1 t  too many J ews . And I don 1 t know 

why tha t i s  beca u se t h a t ' s  an educa t i ona l i n s t i tu t i on .  And the  i n teres t i ng 

t h i ng i s  i n  the Memo r i a l  A r t  Ga l l e ry and  t he Roche s t e r  P h i l ha rmon i c  O rc he s t ra 

I wou l d  s ay t ha t  t he J ews a re ve ry obv i ou s  i n  the i r pa rt i c i pa t i on .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  i t 1 s  i mporta n t  for Jew i s h  peop l e  to  pa r t i c i pa te i n  non- J ew i s h  

a ct i v i t i es ?  

A .  I don 1 t con s i de r  these non - J ew i sh act i v i t i es .  I t h i n k I con s i de r  these  

commun i ty act i v i t i es that  benef i t  t h e  who l e commun i ty .  And I t h i nk tha t Jew i sh 

peop l e  no rma l l y a re i n te re s ted i n  soc i a l  act i v i t i e s  so  that  i t ' s i n te re s t i ng 

to see t ha t  they a re a c t i ve .  I don ' t t h i n k they t h i ng a bout  be i ng Jew i s h  or  

non - J ew i sh when t hey p a r t i c i pa t e .  l t 1 s j us t  t he i r . . .  pa rdon me , the i r  

i n te re s t .  

Q. We l l ,  do  you t h i nk t h a t  . . .  t h a t  a J ew s hou l d  go o u t  o f  h i s  o r  her  way to 

pa r t i c i p at e  i n  act i v i t i es i n  t he l a rg e r  commun i ty ?  

A .  Yes , I do . I fee l  that  we s hou l d  be  rep resen ted . I don 1 t t h i n k t ha t  i t 1 s 

fa i r  to have eve ryone e l se ca r ry the ba l l .  Fo r i n s t a n c e ,  i n  the Roches t e r  

P h i l ha rmon i c  O rches t ra I t h i n k that  ou r commun i ty i s  r i cher  f o r  hav i ng a 

good mu s i c  p rog ram , a g ood mus i c  s c hoo l and  so on . And I t h i n k i t 1 s  . .  

i t ' s f i ne  t h a t  the J ews do p a r t i c i pa te .  I t h i n k i t  en r i ches  t he who l e  

commu n i ty .  t h i n k  t hey s hou l d . 

Q. Wha t k i nd s  of  t h i n g s  do you t h i n k  t h a t  t he J ew i s h  peop l e  of  Roc hester  have 

g i ven to these?  l t 1 s  k i nd of  a hazy q u e s t i on ,  but  what k i nd s  of bene f i ts  

ha s t h e  commun i ty got  o u t  of  J ew i sh ,  spec i f i ca l l y  J ew i s h ,  p a rt i c i pa t i on ?  

A .  We l l ,  i t ' s i nte res t i ng ,  fo r i n s tance i n  the  rea l m  o f  l eade rs h i p .  Now the 

head o f  t he Roches te r P h i l ha rmon i c  O r c he s t ra now i s  N i c k  Robfoge l ,  Jew i s h .  

S o  t hey • ve g i ven l eade rs h i p  a n d  t hey ' ve g i ve n  money . J ews  a re very gen e rous . 
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A .  ( Con ti:n ued ) And i f  you l ook a t  the pa t ron s l i s t  o f  t he A r t  G a l l e ry or  

t he Roc he s te r  P h i l ha rmon i c  O r c he s t ra o r  the Assoc i a te s  of  t he U n i ve r s i ty of 

Roches te r ,  you w i l l  f i nd many J ew i s h  names s p r i nk l ed among t hem . I th i n k . .  

I t h i nk Jewi s h  peop l e  a re bas i ca l l y  gene rou s , and  t hey have good l eade rs h i p .  

They 1 r e  br i g h t , t h ey t re capab l e .  And I t h i n k t ha t  when t hey pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  

these  o r g an i za t i on s  t hey do j us t  because  t hey fee l i t 1 s . the  r i gh t  t h i ng to 

do a n d  they 1 re i n te res ted . I don 1 t t h i nk t hey rea l l y  ana l yze the i r  mot i va t i on s . 

Q. Do you t h i n k  t ha t  Roches t e r  i s  mo re cu l tu ra l l y o r i en ted d ue to J ews , you know ,  

because o f  J ew i s h  p a r t i c i pa t i on i n  these  . . . ? 

A .  don 1 t .  . .  I d on 1  t t h i n k you can ma ke a . . . wou l d  doubt we cou l d  make 

a s ta teme n t  l i ke tha t because  I don 1 t t h i n k i t 1 s s ome t h i ng you can rea l l y  

ana l yz e .  

Q. Do you s ee a n y  n ega t i ve a s pec t s  to pa r t i c i pa t i ng i n  the  l a rg e r  commun i ty ?  

A .  No . 

Q. Do you t h i n k  i t  takes  away from Jew i s h  ac t i v i t i es ?  

A .  N o ,  I d on 1 t becau s e  t ho s e  peop l e  who a re act i ve i n  the l a rg e r  commun i ty u s ua l l y  

a re a c t i ve i n  the  J ew i sh commun i ty too . l t l s  very i n t e re s t i ng to see t he 

d up l i ca t i on of l ea d e rs h i p .  

Q. Are  t h e re peop l e  who a re j us t  a c t i ve i n  the Jew i sh commun i ty and  not  t he 

1 a rge r? 

A .  Def i n i te l y .  The re a re s ome peop l e  tha t on l y  pa rt i c i pa te i n  t he J ew i sh  

commun i ty ,  some on l y  i n  t he temp l es ,  o r  s ome on l y  i n  the Federa t i on ,  o r  some 

on l y  i n  H a da s s a h ,  wh i ch i s  f i ne .  But , I t h i nk tha t once i n  a wh i l e i t  i s  very 

g ood for a ba l anced p e r spect i ve of  l i fe i n  a commun i ty to s tep i n to a d i ffe ren t 

g roup a n d  l ook a t  t h e  l a rg e r  p i ct u r e .  

Q. Do you t h i nk t ha t  r e l a t i on s  a re ha rmon i ou s  between t he Gen t i l e  commun i ty and  

t he J ew i s h  commun i ty i n  Roc he s t e r ?  
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A. I wou l d  say yes .  

Q. Have t hey a lways  been so? 

A. You see , I came he re i n  1 38 .  And I don 1 t know whe ther  they 1 ve a l ways  been 

t h i s  ha rmon i ou s .  I can on l y  speak f rom m y  pe rsona l expe r i en c e .  B u t , I t h i n k 

t ha t  s i n ce 1 1 ve been here  t ha t t h e re 1 s been a good fee L i ng i n  the gene ra l 

commun i ty . I n  fac t ,  I wou l d go  so fa r to say t ha t  i n  t he ea r l y  yea rs  befo re 

I came here t here was as much d i ffe ren ce between t he va r i ou s  w i ng s  of  J uda i sm ,  

l i ke t he O r t hodox and the  Reform , a s  between t h e  non - J ew i sh a n d  the Jewi s h  

commun i ty .  

Q . OK.  Do you t h i n k . . .  do Gen t i l es pa rt i c i pa te i n  Jew i s h  act i v i t i es a t  a l l 

t ha t  you ca n t h i n k  o f ?  

A .  Ye s ,  y e s  t hey  do  when t hey 1 re ca l l ed  on . And we have a n  I n t e r fa i th Comm i t tee 

Q. 

of  the  Federa t i on .  And these  peop l e  have been mos t he l pf u l  d u r i ng t he va r i ou s  

c r i s es i n  I s r a e l . And recen t l y  there  wa s a n  I s ra e l  Bond d i n n e r wh i ch honored 

one o f  t he men i n  t he commun i ty ,  non - J ew i s h ,  Ange l o  Cos tanza . And the  maj o r i ty 

of  those  who a t tended we re Gen t i l es .  So  that  the re i s  p a r t i c i pa t i on .  And 

obv i ou s l y ,  t hey boug h t  bond s  i n  o rde r to go  there .  

Do you t h i n k  t h e re 1 s mo re Gent i l e act i v i ty n ow than  t h e re wa s before7 I mea n , 

you know , a n  I s ra e l  type of re l a te d  a ct i v i t i e s ?  

A .  I do , p robab l y . I i ma g i ne t he re 1 s s t i l l  a b i t  of  fee l i ng o f  g u i l t  f rom t he 

H o l ocau s t .  An d I t h i nk tha t when Gent i l e s  a re as ked by Jews t o  pa rt i c i pa t e  

a n d  do  someth i ng s p ec i f i c  t hey m i g h t  be re l ucta n t  to s a y  no .  

Q. To you r know l edg e ,  do t he corpora t i on s ; Xe rox , Koda k ,  Bausch  & Lom b ,  s u c h ; 

A .  
pa rt i c i pa te i n  any  k i nd of J ew i s h  a ct i v i t i es ?  Do t hey g i ve fun d s ?  
I be 1 i eve 
t ha t  t he re we re vo l un ta ry con t r i bu t i on s  i n  t he p a s t  f rom some of the corpora-

t i on s ,  but I don \t know a bout  i t . I rea l l y  have no  know l edge . 
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Q. OK .  Do you th i n k  t he re 1 s a n y  c ha nce of t he J ew i sh commu n i ty of Roc he s t e r  

becom i ng c l osed?  I mea n , do you , you know . 

A .  G h e t bo i zed ? 

Q. Not . . .  n o t  n eces s a r i l y g he t t o i zed , but  mo re . . .  very much awa re of i t s 

own commun i ty an d not l ook i ng beyond i t  too much?  

A .  No , I t h i n k  t ha t  . . . I t h i nk w i th a l l t he i n te rma r r i ag e  tha t J: s  g o i ng on 

t he n ex t  gene ra t i on i s  go i ng  to have mo re d i ff i cu l ty ho l d i ng onto i t s J ew i sh 

fee l i ng s .  t h i n k  we 1 1 1  a l ways  be p a r t  of the g en e ra l commun i ty .  R i g h t  now 

I t h i n k  tha t t h e  empha s i s  on ou r t i es to the J ew i s h  commu n i ty p roba b l y  needs  

re- en forc i ng for the f u t u re . 

Q . Do you t h i n k t ha t  B r i g h ton h a s  any  a spects  of  a J ew i s h  g he t to? 

A .  I have never sen sed t ha t ,  bu t .  and  l 1 ve 1 i ve d  here s i nce 1 38 .  B u t  I 

u n de rstand  t ha t  a p p rox i ma te l y  40% of  the  s tudent s  a t  B r i g ht on s c hoo l a re 

now J ew i sh .  Maybe t ha t 1 s  not  q u i te acc u ra t e ,  b u t  i t 1 s  . . .  i t 1 s  a l a rg e  

percentag e .  S o  I don 1 t know wha t  i s  g o i ng  o n  i n  t h e  s c hoo l s ,  but I don 1 t 

s e n s e  t he fee l i ng o f  g he t to i z i ng .  t h i nk i t 1 s  mos t l y  a m i dd l e- c l a s s  soc i e ty . 

l t 1 s a c u l t u ra l soc i e ty ,  not based on re l i g i on .  A l t houg h we have the two 

temp l es ou t he re ,  b u t  I don 1 t  fee l t h a t  ghetto i za t i on .  

Q . Do you t h i n k  the  schoo l s ,  t he p u b l i c  schoo l s  now ,  i n  B r i g hton a re bet te r 

than  t he p u b ]  i c  s c hoo l s i n  the c i ty ?  

A .  I wou l d  s a y  ye s .  

Q . Now i s  th i s  eq ua l l y  t rue of a l l t he s ub u rbs ? 

A .  I c an 1 t s a y  a l l t he s u bu r bs , b u t  I t h i n k some of t hem s uc h  a s  P i t t s ford  and  

I rondeq uo i t  a re bette r p robab l y  t ha n  t he c i ty s c hoo l s .  

Q . Wha t  wo u l d you th i n k i f  t h e r e  was bus s i ng ?  

A .  We l l ,  t he g rea t maj or i ty of s tu d en t s  a r e  bus s ed a nywa y .  The ch i l d ren i n  

B r i g hton a re bus s ed ove r to t he Twe l ve Co rne r s .  
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Q. R i g h t .  

A. I n  fac t ,  I wa s the one t ha t  p roposed the bu s s i ng of  some of t he ch i l d ren  i n to 

B r i gh t on s c hoo l s on a toke n  ba s i s .  Oh , a numbe r of yea r s  ago , and  I g u e s s  

t hey 1 re s t i l l  do i n g  i t .  I .  . I don 1 t t h i n k you can comp l ete l y  change c u l t u ra l  

p a t te rn s , I t h i nk you have to do i t  i n  hou s i ng f i r s t .  But , g en e ra l l y  spea k i n g  

I don 1 t t h i n k  tha t bus s i n g , un l es s  i t  s t a r t s  i n  g o i ng i n to the , you know , 

t h ree- q ua r t e r s  of a n  hour , a n  hou r  and d i s rup t s  who l e  commun i t i es ,  i s  . . i s  

any  p rob l em a s  fa r a s  t he c h i l d ren a re concerned .. They ce r ta i n l y  commun i ca te 

when t hey 1 re on  t he b u s .  They . , . t hey rea l l y  l ea rn t h i ng s  on t he bu s by 

be i ng tog e t he r a n d  so on ,• a n d  so i t  i sn 1· t .  . .  a n d  s o  i e s s uch a s hock to 

them .  

Q . How about i f  t hey s t a r ted send i ng ch i l d ren from B r i g hton i n to t he 1 9t h  Wa rd ? 

A .  I t h i nk t hey d i d  t ry t ha t .  They h a d  some spec i a l  p rog rams i n  t he c i ty and  

peop l e  d i d  i t  on a vo l u n t a ry ba s i s . Actua l l y I don •: t t h i n k i t  wou l d  be fa i r  

for  me to a nswer t h a t .  I t h i n k someone who had a c h i l d ,  you know , ready to 

go to t he sc hoo l s hou l d  an swer t ha t .  B u t , o n  t he o t he r h a n d  I d o  feel t ha t 

i t  wou l d  be better  i f  the who l e  t h i ng we re on a vo l u n ta ry ba s i s . 

Q. OK. Now cou l d  . . .  cou l d  you p l ease  te l l me have you not i ced any changes i n  

t he o rg an i za t i ona l . . .  J ew i s h  o rgan i za t i ona l a c t i v i ty ?  Changes  i n  popu l a r i ty 

A .  

o r compos i t i on ove r • .  

Very  d ef i n i te l y .  When 

ove r the yea rs you • ve been h e r e ?  

f i r s t  came t o  Roches t e r  i n  1 93 8  m y  s i ster�i n - l aw was 

P re s i den t o f  t he Counc i l  of  J ew i s h  Women . And a t  tha t t i me i t  wa s t• theH 

g roup to j o i n .  Cov e r  . .  I t  c ros sed a l l  temp l e  bounda r i e s .  I t  wa s cons i de re d  

q u i te a p r es t i g i ou s  g roup , a n d  i t  wa s ve ry popu l a r .  They had l a rge  a t tendance 

a t  a l l k i nd s  of  meet i ng s .  And t hey had organ i za t i on s  w i th i n  t he Coun c i l 

s u c h  a s  br i des g roups  whe re t hey taught  t he n ew l y  ma r r i ed to oook and  so on . 

I t  wa s rea l l y  . . .  i t  rea l l y wen t beyond what  one wou l d  expect a Counc i l  to do .  
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A. ( Co n t i n ued )  And then l ate r on t hey we re i nvo l ved w i t h  refugee reset t l emen t .  

And t he Counc i l  d i d  a t remendous j ob i n  tha t a r ea .  And t hen I th i n k  I d i d  

men t i on t hey orga n i zed t he Open Doo r g ro up , tea room , on Mon roe Aven ue . B u t  

then a s  t h e  yea r s  wen t o n  t h i s  pop u l a r i ty seemed to chang e . i F o r  a wh i l e 

the re , Counc i l  wa s n ' t  a s pop u l a r . I n  fac t ,  I t h i nk t hey we re hav i ng d i ff i cu l ty 

keep i ng go i ng .  And t hen the  S i s t e rhoods  became v� ry pop u l a r .  And you ' d go 

to a S i s t e r hood meet i ng and  the re we re a t remendous n umber of women .  You ' d 

f i nd t hree hun d re d  women a t  a S i s t e rhood meet i ng .  And I t h i n k  t ha t  wa s the 

pe r i od i n  wh i ch t he temp l es we re b u i l t  and  . . .  and  so on . And t he re wa s a 

l ot o f  en t h u s i a s m .  And t h e n  I t h i n k w i t h  t h e  eme rgence of t h e  S tate of  I s ra e l  

Hada s sa h ,  wh i ch ha s been i n  ex i s tence man y ,  many year s ,  became " the" mos t  

a c t i ve o rg an i za t i on .  What t he s i tuat i on i s  today , I can ' t  exac t l y  te l l .  

t h i nk t he Federat i on h a s  taken i t s p l ace . I don ' t t h i n k  the Women ' s  Assoc i a t i on 

of the Fede ra t i on ta kes  t he p l ace of  t he se other  women ' s  organ i za t i on s ,  but  

do t h i n k  tha t peop l e  a re so i nvo l ved w i th so many  t h i ng s  today t ha t  I don ' t 

know whe t h e r  the a ttendance a t  meet i ng s  p e r  se  i s  tha t g rea t .  B u t  I d i d  

not i ce t ha t  Hada s s a h  ra i sed a t r emendou s amoun t of d o l l a rs and  wen t  ove r i t s  

q uota , s o  t hey mu s t  be do i n g  a good j ob .  I ' m s u re Coun c i  1 i s  too. 

Q.  OK .  I ' m gonna g o  a l l t he way bac k  to the beg i nn i ng w i t h  t he Coun c i l  of  J ew i s h  

Women . Cou l d  you p l ea se te l l me a l i t t l e  more about  the Re fugee Rese t t l eme n t  

P rog ram and  a l so t h e  Open Door resta u ra n t ?  

A .  W e  1 1 ,  a c t ua 1 1  y was n ' t a s  i nvo l ved i n  tha t a s  some o t he r peop l e .  Bu t ,  i t . 

I do hope t ha t  you ' 1 1  be  ca refu l to rea c h  s omeon e who knows more about the 

deta i l s  of  t ha t  op e ra t i on .  The Jew i s h  Fam i l y  S e rv i ce wa s i nvo l ved , S t e l l a  

S h i vr i n  at  tha t t ime wa s one of  t he i r s oc i a l  worke r s .  S he wa s i nvo l ved , and  

she � s  no  l on g e r  l i v i ng .  B u t  I know t ha t t ha t  was one of t he i r b i g p roj ec t s . 

They u s ed  to have the  women , the  refugee women , who . . . many of whom had 
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A. ( Con t i n ued ) n eve r done a n y t h i ng ,  t hey wou l d  p repa re j e l l i es a n d  j ams and  

so on i n  the i r  home s .  Then t hey wou l d  b r i ng t hem to  t he Open Door a n d  s e l l  

t hem . And t he n  t hey wou l d  p repa re l i g h t  l unches  and  make a l i t t l e  money that  

way .  An d the  mon ey wen t towa rd s keep i ng t he l i t t l e  s to re i n  ope ra t i on .  And 

the r e s t  of the money , I be l i eve , wen t back to t he re fugees but I don ' t th i n k 

i t  wa s tha t muc h .  Ac t ua l l y ,  I t h i n k i t  wa s a . . .  a me thod o f  i n teg ra t i ng 

them i nto t h e  commun i ty ,  ge t t i ng them to forget  the i r  pas t  a n d  so on ra the r 

than to g i ve them any bas i c  secu r i ty becau s e  sbme of t hem d i d  have money . 

B u t , of cou r s e ,  i t  was an  e n t i re l y  d i f fe ren t k i nd o f  l i fe fo r t hem . 

Q. OK .  I t ' s ve ry i n teres t i ng to  me t ha t  the Counc i l  of Jew i s h  Women l os t  i t s 

popu l a r i ty to S i s t e rhood s beca u se of  cou r s e  the  Counc i l  of J ew i s h Women wou l d  

be f rom a l l temp l e s ,  whereas the S i s te rhood wou l d  be a f f i l i ated w i t h  one 

s pec i f i c  temp l e .  Why do you t h i n k  t ha t  happen e d ?  

A .  I don ' t  know whe t he r  . . .  maybe s hou l dn ' t  have sa i d  tha t .  A l l r i gh t , 

d i dn ' t mean i t  en t i re l y l os t  i t s popu l a r i ty to t he temp l es ,  but  t he same women 

b e l ong to eve ryth i ng .  For  i n s tance , the same Boa rds  of D i rec tors  ex i s t 

as  a comp l e te l y  ove r l app i ng s i t ua t i on .  have se rved on t he Boa rd o f  the  

C o unc i l ,  on  t h e  Boa rd o f  Hada s s a h , and  on the  Boa rd o f  t he S i s t e rhood at  

d i ffe re n t t i me s .  B u t , I d o  t h i nk t ha t  a f t e r  the doo r s  were c l osed t o  t he 

refugees s ome of the  p rog rams  we ren ': t q u i te a s  a t t ract i ve i n  t he Counc i l .  And 

a l so I don ' t  t h i nk t h e re wa s t ha t  n eed to a s s i m i l a te  va r i ou s  g roup s  w i th i n  

t h e  commu n i ty . . .  or  i nteg ra te va r i ou s  g ro up s  w i th i n  t he commun i ty .  B ' r i th 

Kod e s h  a n d  B e t h E l  became very  c l ose i n  t he i r wo rk i ng re l a t i on sh i p  and  they 

wou l d  have i n ter or i n t ra s i s te rhood func t i on s  and  so on . And t hey  a s s umed a 

l o t of t he s oc i a l  a spec t s  t ha t  t he Counc i l  had befo re .  So , pe rhaps  i t  wa s a 

ma t t e r  o f  p rog ramm i ng o r  perhaps  i t  wa s a ma t te r  of t he . t hos e who we re 

o r i g i na l l y  i n te rested  dy i ng o u t .  



I n te rv i ew w i t h F l o rence S t urman Page 49 

Q. OK .  Now ,  cou l d you p l ea s e  t e l l me wha t your i mp re s s i on s  a r e  of t he vo l u n tee r 

sy s tem i n  Roc he s te r ?  

A .  I t h i n k  i t 1� s  exce l l en t . Tha t wa s one of t he t h i n g s. I fa u l ted i n  t h e  Women •· s 

Movemen t when t hey sa i d  that vo l un tee r s  s hou l dn t t  ex i s t a s  s uch but shou l d  g e t  

pa i d  fo r t he i r work . don 1 t  t h i n k you cou l d  pos s i b l y  pay peop l e  fo r t he 

amoun t o f  t i me they spend  i n  vo l un teer  serv i ce .  

Q. Are mos t  of  t he vo l un tee r s  women ?  

A .  I n  t he women 1 s  g rou p s , b u t  we have p l en ty o f  men vo l un tee rs  i n  the Chest  and  

i n  the  Roche s t e r  P h i l ha rmon i c  organ i za t i on and  other  organ i za t i on s  and  do a 

fan ta s t i c  j ob ,  too .  And ce rta i n l y  i n  t he F ed e ra t i on .  

Q. Do you t h i n k t ha t  the re 1 s an  i nc rease  of p rofe s s i ona l s  wo rk i ng i n  these 

organ i za t i on s ?  

A .  Yes , d ef i n i te l y .  

Q . How a bout  p r ofes s i ona l s  a t tached to the organ i za t i on s ?  Tha t i s .  

A .  Ce r ta i n l y  when i t  comes t o  t h e  Fede ra t i on o r  Bonds  for I s rae l o r  the Jew i sh 

Commun i ty Cen t e r  you have a J ot of p rofes s i ona l s .  When i t  comes to the 

women • s  g roup s  l i ke Ha da s s a h ,  Counc i l ,  you don • t have . Oh , i n  . . .  to go 

ba ck i n  Hada s sah ,  Counc i l ,  a n d  J ew i s h women , the re a re p rofes s i ona l s a t  the 

n a t i ona l l eve l , but  n ot a t  the  l oca l l eve l .  So the women do a t remendous 

amount  of wo r k ,  a l l t he sec re t a r i a l  wo rk and  a l l t he bookkeep i ng and eve ry t h i n g  

e l s e .  l t 1  s rea l  Jy  a l a bo r  of  l ove . 

Q. Do you th i n k  t ha t  p rofes s i ona l pa rt i c i pa t i on i s  a good th i ng ?  Do you th i nk 

t ha t t here s hou l d  be p rofe s s i ona l o rga n i za t i on to t he s e  . . .  ? 

A .  We l l ,  I .  . .  i t 1 s  ve ry n ece s s a ry i n  ce rta i n  p a r t  o f .  p a r t  f o r  organ i zat i on 

on t he n a t i ona l l eve l and  e s pec i a l l y  i n  fund ra i s i ng so  t h a t  t he m i l l i on s  o f  

d o l l a rs chang i ng ha nds  and  a l l .  . .  B u t  I d o  th i n k that  t ha t  we •:ve reached 

the po i n t where  we • re g et t i ng to be too much l i ke b u s i ne s s .  
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Q. OK .  Now cou l d  you p l ea se t e l l me wha t when you we re pa rt  of the S i s te r hood 

of Be t h  E l  wha t s o r t s  of a ct i v i t i e s  t he S i s te r hood d i d  and  how you we re 

p e rsona l l y  i nvo l ved ?  

A .  I L m t ry i ng to remembe r .  You know , my memo ry i s  l i gh t  i n  certa i n  rega rds .  

don ' t rememb e r  whet h e r  I wa s P rog ram Cha i rman or  Membe r s h i p  Cha i rman bac k i n  

t he o l d  days o r  wh i ch o rgan i za t i on i t  wa s .  B u t , a t  any  ra te , that  wa s the 

s o r t  of  th i ng tha t I wa s i n t e re s ted i n .  B u t , to S i s t e r hood the ma i n  act i v i ty 

wa s to . . .  we l l ,  to he l p  i n  a ny way pos s i b l e  t he temp l e  fam i l y ,  s u c h  a s  the 

k i dd u s h  tha t t hey had eve ry S a t u rday and  o the r recep t i on s  and a l so scho l a rs h i p  

p rog rams  fo r the young  p eop l e  a n d  the i r  educa t i on p rog ram.  And of  cour s e ,  

p rog ramm i ng i t s e l f a n d  j us t  t o  keep t he o rg an i za t i on g o i ng .  B u t , I s a t  o n  

the Boa rd a nd , a s  I sa y ,  I t h i n k I d i d  . I wa s i nvo l ved . You know , t hey 

u s ed to h ave these  f unc t i on s , t he dances and t he Than ks g i v i ng Dan ce and a l l 

k i n d s  of  b i g  func t i on s .  And you p a r t i c i pa ted . You took you r t u rn wa i t i ng on 

t a b l es  an d you took you r  t u rn do i n g anyt h i ng t ha t  wa s nece s s a r y .  They had 

t he To rah  Scho l a rs h i p  Fund a nd so on and  you p a r t i c i pa ted i n  a l l t hose t h i ng s . 

Q. Do you t h i n k t he S i s te r hood changed . has  c hanged a t  a l l ?  

A .  Oh , I t h i nk i t ' s a v i ab l e  o rg a n i za t i on .  t h i nk they ' re  s t i l l  do i ng a good 

j o b  a n d  the  youn g e r women a re tak i n g  ove r .  They ' re do i ng a f i ne j o b .  

Q . OK .  Now , you a re c u r ren t l y  V i ce-·P res i de n t  of t he Fede ra t i on ?  

A .  Tha t ' s r i gh t .  

Q . Cou l d  you j u s t  te l l me about Fed e ra t i on act i v i t i e s i n  Roches te r and  your . . .  

A .  An d my i n vo l vemen t ?  

Q . Yea . 

A .  We 1 1 ,  I ' m o n  t he Execu t i ve Boa rd and  I wa s Co- C ha i rma n o f  A l l oca t i on s , ve ry 

i nvo l ved i n  the a l l oca t i on s  p roces s .  And now I am  Cha i rman of  a Camp u s  

Comp l ex Comm i t tee ,  wh i c h wa s o r g a n i zed a bout  s i x mon t h s  ago  to l ook i n to t he 
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A .  ( Cont i n ued ) pos s i b i l i ty of hav i ng othe r agenc i es bes i des the J ew i s h 

Commun i ty Cent e r  a t  the  s i te of wha t i s  now t he Cen t e r .  Th i s  i s  s t i l l  a 

s tudy p roces s  t h a t ' s  g o i n g  on . I n  fact  ton i g h t  we have a meet i ng ,  f i na l  

mee t i ng of P h a s e  I .  The ba s i c  i dea  of t he Camp u s  Comp l ex ,  wh i ch has  been 

t r i ed i n  a n umbe r of commun i t i es t hroug hmut t he cou n t ry ,  i s  tha t ra t h e r  than  

i so l a t e  peop l e  t h a t  a re a g e  . .  i n  t h e  o l d  home , wh i ch we have ove r on S t .  P a u l  

S t ree t ,  y o u  b r i ng t hem i n to a n  a rea whe re t hey c a n  b e  pa rt  of l i fe ,  s o  t hey 

can l ook out the w i n dows a n d  t hey can see the ch i l d ren  and t he n u r se ry s c hoo l 

p l ay i ng a t  the  Cen t e r .  D r ,  i f  t hey ' re ambu l a tory they c a n  g o  ove r and  

pa r t i c i p ate , l ec t u res , at  t he Cen t er . They ' re not i so l a ted , a n d  t hey wou l d  

be pa rt of what  i s  go i ng on i f  t hey we re a b l e  to pa r t i c i pate hea l th-w i s e .  So  

wha t t hey ' re ta l k i ng abou t , a n d  I don ' t  know i f  and  when i t  w i l l  be  a 

pos s i b i l i ty to rea l l y  g o  a hea d on t h i s  because  f i n a nc i a l l y  t he i mp l i ca t i on s  

a re g i g an t i c ,  b u t  t hey a re bas i ca l l y  ta l k i ng about i s  hav i ng a home for t he 

a g ed , apa r tmen t s  for the aged , on a n  a rea a d j a cen t to the Jew i s h  Commun i ty 

Cen te r .  The pos s i b i l i ty o f  hav i ng a H i l l e l  S choo l adj acen t t o  the  Commu n�y 

C en t e r .  The pos s i b i l i ty o f  hav i ng t he h i g h  s6hoo l , con t i nu i ng h i gh schoo l , 

a t  tha t same s i te .  And a l so hav i ng serv i ces f rom the J ew i s h  Fam i l y  Serv i ce 

come out  to  the s ame a rea a s  a s a te l l i te p rog ram.  So th i s  i s  t he t h i ng tha t 

we ' re i nves t i ga t i n g .  An d the l a s t  s i x  mon t h s  we ' ve been do l ng a s t udy o f  

v a r i ou s  a s pect s  of t h i s  who l e  i dea . And wha t w i l l  come of i t  I don ' t  know.  

Q. I s  t he re enou g h  l and  ou t t he re  to do t ha t ?  

A .  They have a n  opt i on o n  twen t y  ac res o f  l an d  i n  add i t i on t o  wha t the  J ew i sh 

Commun i ty Cen te r ha s .  The J ew i s h Commun i ty Cen te r  h a s  f i ve a c re s  wh i ch has  

n o t  been u sed . We  h ave an  opt 1 on on  twen ty acres  of l an d .  Tha t ' s twenty-f i ve 

a c re s , a n d  the re ' s  s t i l l  o t he r  l a nd  t h a t  m i g ht be p urcha sed . 

Q. OK .  Do you t h i n k  t h a t  f rom t h i s p a s t  s i x mon t h s  of s t udy , do you t h i n k  t h a t  
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Q. 

A .  

( Con t i n ued ) t he commun i ty wou l d  be sympa thet i c  to t ha t  sort  of s e t up ? 

O r  i s  i t  too ea r l y  to te l l ?  

I . . .  f rom the  fee l i ng t ha t ha s come ou t of t h i s  I t h i n k tha t t he .  

the commun i ty wou l d  b e  ready for somet h i ng l i ke t h i s .  And , t he . 

. t h a t  

t he c i t i es 

t ha t  have t r i ed i t  t h r oug h . . . . i n  d i f fe re n t  pa r t s  of t he count ry have found 

t ha t  i t  ha s wo r ked . But I t h i n k i t  wou ld req u i re an educa t i ona l p roces s .  

don l t  th i n k  you cou l d  j us t  say we ' re do i n g  i t  and  tha t ' s  t ha t  beca use t h e  

fund i ng i mp l i ca t i on s  a re g rea t .  

Q . Enormo us , yea . 

A .  And I t h i n k  the ref-o re you have t o  sort  of s e l l t h e  i dea to t h e  commun i ty .  

Q. Wou l dn ' t  t ha t  i so l a te t he Jew i s h commu n i ty a l i t t l e  b i t  mo re ? 

A .  We l l ,  t ha t  i s  one t h i ng t ha t i s  ra i sed a s  a .  somet h i ng not  i n  favo r of  

i t . B u t , I don ' t t h i n k  so .  I . . . I don ' t fee l tha t t h i s  i s  f u r t h e r  

g h e t to i za t i on .  don ' t t h i n k  i t  j us t  wor k s  t h a t  way . Now t h i s .  the  

J ew i s h Commun i ty Cen t e r  wa s p u t  o u t  i n  a n  a rea tha t i s  certa i n l y  not j us t  a 

J e�v i s h  a rea . And  t hey do have membe r s  of  t he i r  orga n i zat i on now who a re not 

J ew i s h . I t  ha s to  be that  way beca use  they ' re pa r t i a l l y  funded by the Commun i ty 

Chest  so t hey ca n ' t  c l ose  the doo r s .  And bas i ca l l y  I t h i n k you wou l d  have to 

do the s ame to  t he J ew i s h  Home . 

Q. was j u s t  gonna a s k  you t ha t .  

A .  th i nk tha t a cco rd i ng to t he l aw i f  a p e rson wan ted t o  g o  to  a J ew i s h  home 

ra ther  t ha n  a . . .  a n on - J ew i s h  home , i f  you had room , you wou l d  p roba b l y have 

to con s i de r  adm i t t i ng them . 

Q. B u t  do y ou t h i n k  tha t wou l d happen rea l i s t i ca l l y ? 

A .  Oh , I t h i n k  g ene ra l l y spea k i n g  a Gen t i l e pe rson wou l d  n o t  norma l l y  g o  to a 

home t ha t  i s  p r i ma r i l y  J ew i s h .  

Q. I s  t h e  Gen t i l e member s h i p  i n  t he J CC now con s i de rab l e  a t  a l l ?  
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A .  I don ' t have t he s ta t i s t i cs on tha t ,  bu t I know t he r e  i s  some membe r s h i p  o f  

Gen t i l es . 

Q. OK.  Tha t ' s rea l l y  very  i n te re s t i ng .  

A .  I t ' s an  i n te rest i ng concep t .  And I . . .  I can s e e  some g re a t  adva n tages  t o  

t h e  who l e  i dea . I ns tead of  d up l i ca t i ng many of the se rv i ces you wou l d  u t i l i ze 

the Jewi s h  Commun i ty Cen te r to the  fu l l e s t , s uch  a s  t he l i b ra ry .  The l i b ra ry 

cou l d  be enhanced a nd ma de ava i l a b l e  to t he H i l l e l  S choo l and t he home for t he 

aged . And yet i f  the J ew i sh Home we re bu i l t  there  they wou l d  have t he i r  own 

l oung e s  a n d  so on , so t hey j us t  wou l dn ' t  come ove r  a n d  s i t  a t  the J C C  a l l  the 

t i me .  B u t , a n d  o f  cou rse  t he H i l l e l  Schoo l co u l d  use  t he sw i mm i ng poo l and  

the  p hys i ca l  fac i l i t i es w i t hout  bu i l d i ng a new comp l ex of t he i r  own , p hy s i ca l  

fac i l i t i e s .  So , t he r e  cou l d  be a sav i ng t o  t he overa l l  commun i ty .  

Q . OK .  I have a q ues t i on a bout  the  A l l oca t i on s  Comm i ttee .  Now ,  had t he re eve r  

been p rob l ems  a s  t o  who shou l d  g e t  how much? You know ,  I mea n , wha t so r t s  of 

maj o r  d i ff i cu l t i es do you run  i n to i n  a l l oca t i on s ?  

A .  We l l ,  t he � ] l ocat i on s  p roces s  a t  t he Fede ra t i on l eve l i s  a ve ry comp l ex but  

i n t e re s t i ng p roce s s  a n d  I ' m s u re s omeone w i l l  go  i n to i t  i n  depth  so I don ' t  

wa n t  to do tha t .  Bu t ,  you r .  you r p rob l em i s  tha t you have . . .  you 

ra i se so many do l l a rs and i n  the Eme rgency Fund so ma ny of t hose  do l l a r s  g o  

t o  I s ra e l  a u toma t i ca l l y .  And t he n  you a r e  l ef t  w i t h a c e r ta i n  amoun t of 

d o l l a r s  to a l l oca te i n  t he commu n i ty  of Roches te r .  And eve ry yea r peop l e  a s k  

for a n  i nc rea se . The Bu rea u  of  J ew i s h  .Educa t i on ,  the H i l l e l  Founda t i on of  the 

Un i ve r s i ty of  Roches te r ,  t he J ew i s h  Fam i l y  S e r v i ce fo r i ts Refugee P rog ram and 

n ow t hey ' r e  b r i ng i n g  i n  Rus s i an s  and n eed mo re money , and a l l these o t he r 

agenc i e s t ha t  come to the Fed e ra t i on for  fund i ng l oca l l y  have a sked fo r 

i nc reas e s .  S o ,  you have to make j udgmen t s  o n  . . .  o n  t he ba s i s  of  t he money 

you have . 
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Q. Ha s t h e re been a s h i ft i n  a l l oc a t i on s ?  

A .  We l l ,  I t h i n k t he re i s  more be i ng s pen t on cu l t u ra l act i v i t i es than  t he re 

was a few yea rs a g o .  B u t  I t h i n k bas i ca l l y you r maj o r  amoun t of  money s t i l l  

ha s to go to I s ra e l  because t h a t l s  a ma t te r  of l i fe a n d  the  sma l l e r amoun t s  

a r e  kep t  i n  t he commun i ty .  And a l so you have t o  support  s ome of t he na t i on a l  

a genc i es a n d  s ome o f  you r funds  go fo r s ome o f  t he n a t i ona l a genc i e s  l i ke the 

An t i - Defama t i on Leag ue a nd t he Ame r i ca n  J ew i s h  Cong re s s , the Ame r i cah Jew i s h  

Comm i t tee , so on . 

Q. A l so a ve ry l a rge c h u n k  goes to the UJA  does i t  n o t ?  

A .  Yes , we l l t h at ' s t he ove rsea s ,  t ha t 1 s  t he pa rt for  I s rae l . Oh , we l l  t he U J A  

s ome of i t  goe s  t o  o t h e r  pa r ts o f  t he wo r l d ,  but  t h e  maj or  p a r t  g o e s  t o  I s rae l . 

Q . Has  t h e re been a con t i n u i ty i n  s p ec i f i c  don a t i on s  to t he Eme rgency Fund?  

A .  I don ' t h a v e  a l l  t hose f i g u re s .  I t h i nk tha t s omeon e e l se wou l d  have mo re , 

you know ,  know l edge on t ha t .  

Q . OK .  I wou l d l i ke to ta l k  then , un l e s s  you have somet h i ng . . .  hC!ve I l eft  

s ometh i ng out  a bout  t he Fed e ra t i on t ha t  you can th i nk of?  

A .  N o ,  t hey ' ve o rg a n i zed t he Women ' s  As soca t i on ,  but  I ' m s u re s omeone e l se w i l l  

d i s c u s s  t he Women ' s  A s s oc i a t i on .  Tha t wa s o rg a n i zed a cou p l e  of yea r s  ago . 

And tha t ,  p r i ma r i l y t h i n k ,  i s  to keep i n  touch w i th t he women who wo rk on 

t he d r i ve a n d  a l so to coord i na te s ome of t he women ' s  o rgC!n i za t i on s ,  1 i ke a h  

umbre l l a  o rga n i za t i on to he l p  t hem a�o i d  d up l i ca t i oh i n  da tes a n d  s o  o n  a n d  s o  

fort h .  No , I t h i nk I ' m s u re t ha t  s omeone e l s e  ha s gone i n to dep t h  o n  the 

F ede ra t i on .  

Q. OK. We l l ,  t hen I wou l d  l i ke to ta l k  a bou t Rehovot for a wh i l e .  

A .  A l l r i g h t .  

Q . When d i d  . . .  when d i d  t he i de a  s t a r t ?  Whose i dea wa s i t  to hC!ve a s i s te r  c i ty? 

A .  We l l ,  Roche s t e r  now has  s i x s i s te r  c i t i e s . I t  s ta r ted w i th  Re i n e ,  F r a n ce .  
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A .  ( Con t i n ued ) Then they have Wu rtzb u rg , Ge rmany  a n d  Ca l canosetta , I ta l y  

a n d  I t h i nk tha t Rehovot was the fou r t h .  And t hen t hey had K ra kov , P o l a n d  

a n d  now Bomakoma l i  i n  Af r i ca .  The . . .  the  i dea I be l i eve s t a r ted f rom 

S t ep hen May who wa s Mayo r a t  t ha t  t i me to . . .  to have a Jewi s h ,  an I s rae l i 

c i ty a s  a s i ste r c i ty . An d I be l i eve he  app roa c he d  t he Fed e ra t i on , and t he 

Fede ra t i on a fter  much  t houg h t  came up  w i t h  the i dea t ha t  Rehovot wou l d  be a 

f i ne s i s te r  c i ty beca u s e  t hey have t he We i s sman I ns t i t ute  t he re 1  wh i ch i s  a 

u n i ve r s i ty ,  g rad uate u n i ve rs i t y  of nat i onw i de rep u te , i n te rna t1 ona l rep u te . 

And so i t  was ag reed upon , of cou rse , i t  took a b i t  of  do i ng .  You know,  

cor re spondence back and  fort h .  And  t hen ou r n ames we re sugge s te d , my  h u s band  

a n d  I a re co- cha i rmen , and  so we we re a s ked by t he Mayo r May  at  t ha t  t i me i f  

we wou l d a s s ume t he c ha i rman s h i p .  At t he t i me we d i dn ' t  rea l i ze i t  wa s gonna 

be a s  comp l i ca ted as i t  has tu rned out to be . But , we ' ve been co-cha i rmen 

s i n ce 1 972 . 

Q. What does a s i s te r  c i ty do ? I mea n , not j us t  nece s s a r i l y  i n  I s rae l but  a l l 

s i x  of  t he s e  s i s te r  c i t i e s ?  

A .  We l l ,  l et m e  j u s t  p u t  i t  i n  the prope r f rame o f  re fe rence . The re a re ove r 

700 .  s i s te r  c i t i es i n  the wor l d  i nvo l v f n g  a bou t 7 3  d i ffe ren t count r i es .  And 

t he re a r e  a pp rox i ma te l y  550 c i t i es i n  the U n i ted S ta t es i nvo l ved i n  t h i s  

r e l a t i on s h i p .  I t  g oes bac k to Dw i ght  E i senhowe r i n  1 956  who s ugges ted th i s  

a n d  f e l t that  a peop l e- to-peop l e  k i nd of  p rog ram wou l d  bu i l d unde r s tand i ng 

whe rea s some t imes gove rnmen t s  and  s t atesmen a ren ' t a b l e  to do i t .  S o  the 

who l e  s i s te r  c i ty p r og ram t h r oug hou t  the coun t ry has i nvo l ved a l l k i nd s  of  

exchang e s .  F o r  i ns tance , i n  the  t i me of t ra ged y l i ke i n  G ua tema l a ,  t he 

e a r thq uake , they i mmed i a te l y  s ta rted send i n g a l l k i nd s  of  s u pp l i es a n d .  • . .  

down to  the s i s te r c i t y i n  Guatema l a  f rom t he s i s t e r  c i t i es i n  t he Un i ted 

S ta te s . Ba s i ca l l y  our Rehovo t prog ram i s  s t i l l  very youn g ,  ve ry n ew .  We 
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A .  ( Con t i nued)  took a g roup of 29 peop l e  f rom Roc he s te r to  Rehovot fo r a 

cha rte r s i gn i ng t r i p .  

END  O F  TAPE 1 ,  S I DE A ( I n te rv i ew I I ) 

I n t e rv i ew w i t h FLORENCE  STU RMAN 
J un e  2 9 ,  1 976 
By T i na I saacs  

I n te rv i ew I I 
Tap e  1 
S i de B 

Q ,  Th i s  i s  T i na I saa cs  i n te r v i ew i ng F l o rence S t u rman .  Th i s  i s  Tape 2 ,  S i de B .  

R i g h t . We we re ta l k i ng a bou t t he s i s te r  c i t i es p rog ram . And  I wou l d  j us t  l i ke 

to know i n  g ene ra l what k i n d s  of  ac t i v i t i e s go on i n  s i s te r  c i t i es ?  I s  i t  

fund  ra i s i ng ?  I s  i t  . .  

A .  We l l ,  as  I say ,  i n  each commun i ty t he re m i gh t  be d i ffe ren t k i n d s  of  p rog rams 

t ha t  a re g o i ng  on . Now ,  a s  fa r a s  the  Rehovot/Roche s te r  p rog ram , we a re not 

fund ra i s i ng .  I n  fac t ,  t he few t i me s  when we have n eeded f u n d s  we have gone 

to  t he Fed e rat i on and t hey have been k i nd enough to g i ve us  some fun d s . I n  the 

s ho r t  pe r i od s i nce ou r ex i s tence we have had t h ree exchange s tuden t s  he r e .  We 

have had one s tu den t t ha t  wa s here for a . . .  I be l i eve a bou t t h ree yea r s  a t  

t h e  Roc h es t e r  I n s t i t u te of  Techno l og y .  And h e  h a s  retu r ned t o  I s rae l a n d  has  

ga i ned expe r t i se i n  p hotog ra phy , h a s  s e t  up a s tud i o  the re . And I unde r s tand 

a p i c t u r e  of  h i s  i s  at  Ben  G u r i an A i rport  b l own up  on  t he wa l l .  Then we have 

a s t uden t here  a t  t he U n i ve r s i ty of Roche s te r  who ' s g e t t i ng h i s  docto ra te i n  

o p t i cs .  An d he w i l l  be wor k i ng for  t he gove rnmen t .  And t he p rog ram h e r e  i s  
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A .  ( Con t i nued)  somet h i ng that  he cou l d  not  get  i n  I s ra e l , s o  i t  w i l l  

def i n i te l y  be a benef i t  to t he I s ra e l i gove r nme n t . And we a l so h ave ou r 

f i r s t  h i gh s c hoo l s exchange s t ud e n t  u n d e r  t he ATAD p rog ram , wh i ch i s  the 

Assoc i a t i on for  Teenage  D i p l oma t s .  He ha s been spend i ng t h i s  l a s t  yea r a t  

P i t t s fo r d - Mendon H i gh S c hoo l , a n d  he ' s  mad e  a t remendous i mpact . Tha t  i s  a 

p ra c t i ca l l y  who l l y  non-Jew i s h  h i g h  schoo l . The J ews a re i n  t he m i no r i ty .  

And Koby Mor i tz has r ea l l y  g i ven  t hem a mos t pos i t i ve i mp res s i on o f  the type 

of pe rson tha t comes out of  I s rae l . He ' s  j us t  been wonderfu l ,  and  he s pen t 

the ye a r  i n  t h e  home of M r .  a n d  M r s . San fo r d  L i e b s c hu t z .  So , a l t hough a l l  

these p r og ra ms t ake money we bas i ca l l y have not been fund ra i s i ng to prov i de 

the  mon i es .  I n  the h i g h  schoo l s i t u a t i on we he l p  p rov i de t ra n s p o r ta t i on 

a n d  L i ebschu tz took ca re of t he res t .  I n  t h e  s i t u a t i on w i t h  Shak  E l i a t  the 

U n i ve r s i ty o f  Roches t e r ,  t he U n i ve r s i ty g ave a scho l a rs h i p .  And we took ca re 

of  t he subs i dy for t he f i r s t  two yea r s .  And the g ove rnme n t  of I s rae l i s  ta k i ng 

ca re of  t h e  s u bs i dy fo r t he t h i rd yea r .  And i n  t he s i t ua t i on a t  R .  I . T . , we 

d i d he l p  fund  pa rt  o f  tha t ,  b u t  t he young  ma n ,  Koby Ya k i r ,  wo r ked p a r t- t i me 

a n d  ea rned s ome of h i s  own money . So  we do not l ook upon ou rse l ve s  a s  fund  

ra i s i n g .  Ba s i ca l l y  we t ry to d o  a n y t h i ng we can to en hance the i ma g e  of  

I s ra e l  i n  Roche s te r .  La s t  s umme r Mayo r Re i c hman came he re a n d  the re we re 

twe n ty yo ung peop l e  p l us t hree chape rones tha t we re he re , p l u s a cou p l e  

I s ra e l i s  who a re . . .  a re i n  N ew York  C i ty a t  the Emba s s y  t he r e , for the 

i n te rna t i ona l confe rence wh i �h took p l ace i n  Roche s t e r , S i s t e r  C i t i es 

I n te r na t i ona l Con fe ren c e .  And the young peop l e  were he re fo r two weeks l i v i ng 

i n  homes a n d  pe r form i n g .  They had a p rog ram t h a t  they had  wor ked out , p a r t i a l l y  

dance , p a r t i a l l y  s i n g i ng a nd s o  on . And t hey p e r fo rmed  a n umbe r o f  t i me s , i n  

M i d town P l aza , Temp l e  B ' r i t h Kodes h ,  a t  the  Ame r i ca n a  Hote l , the . on 

t he Gen esee R i ver  banks  a n d  so on . So , when peop l e  come f rom I s rae l we g i ve 
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A .  (Con t i nued ) them a s  much exposu re a s  pos s i b l e .  They m i x  w i th the Gen t i l e 

commun i ty and  i t 1 s  s t r i c t l y  a ge tt i ng � to-,know...,you p ropos i t i oh .  

Q. Have you sent  s tuden t s  ove r to I s ra e l ? 

A .  The l as t  few s umme r s  t he re have been young peop l e  who have gone to I s rae l 

a s  pa rt  of t h i s  you t h  p rog ram .  And tomor row 3 5  young peop l e  w i l l  be l eav i hg 

Roche s t e r  w i t h  t he i r . . .  w i t h  t h ree chape rones  a n d  w i l l  s pend s i x  weeks i n  

I s rae l .  Du r i ng t h i s  p e r i od t hey w i l l  go  to Reho�ot fo r a t  l ea s t  a d a y .  B u t  

they 1 re  ba s i ca l l y  a g roup tha t 1 s  go i ng unde r the a u sp i ce s  of  t he B u reau o f  

J ew i s h  Educa t i on ra the r t h a n  under  t h e  Rehovot Comm i t tee . An d l a s t  summe r 

t he s ame t h i ng happened . V e ry often when we have g roups go i ng f rom Roche s te r ,  

a m i n i s te r s  g roup o r  s ome s u c h  g roup ,  we make t he a r rangemen t s  w i t h  t he 

Mayo r 1 s of f i ce i n  Rehovot fo r spec i a l  k i nd of t rea tmen t o r  fo r a recep t i on o r  

some k i nd o f  a c t i v i ty .  

Q. I see . Now , do  you have ahy Roches ter i ans  do i ng g radua te wor k  o r  unde rg rad uate 

work i n  I s r ae l ?  

A .  The re . . .  t h e re we re a few s t u  . . .  oh , the re a re a n umber tha t a re do i ng 

wor k  i n  I s rae l , b u t  t h e re we re a coup l e  of s tuden t s  a t  the Rehovot . . the  

We i ssman I n s t i t u te the l a s t  few yea r s .  And the re i s  a p rofe s so r  t he re at  the 

We i s sman I ns t i t u te .  B u t , bas i ca l l y  t hey wen t  on t he i r  own .  Th i s  was not  

pa rt of  our  excha n g e . They wen t  on t he i r own and we we re happy they we re 

t h e r e .  

Q . Wha t k i nd of i n fo rma t i on d i s s em i na t i on a c t i v i ty do you p u r s ue?  

A .  Actua l l y when . . .  w e  don 1 t  d o  too much  of tha t except f o r  i n s t a h ce when 

there i s  i n te rna t i ona l fa i r  of s ome k i hd and t hey have boo t h s  a t  M i d town 

P l aza , we have i n fo rma t i on on Rehovo t tha t we d i s t r i bu t e .  B u t , we doh 1 t 

r ea l l y  make a con ce r ted effo r t  i n  t ha t  rega r d .  Wheneve r ahyone ca l l s  us  we 

can g i ve t h em the  i nforma t i on .  
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Q. 

A .  

I s . a re you i n  any  way connec ted w i th the Speake r s 1 B u reau? 

No, 1 1 m not . don 1 t .  

Q . Do y ou k now i f  any  of  the t a l ks i nvo l ve Rehovot a t  a l l ?  

A .  Oh , I a m  s u re t ha t  t h e y  p roba b l y  d o  r e f e r  t o  Rehovot i n  s ome of the i r 

Q. 

t a l ks  on I s rae l . I th i n k i t L s  fa i r l y  we l l  known tha t Rehovot i s  now one of 

Rocheste r 1 s s i s te r c i t i es .  We have a n  i n te r  . . . we have a S i s te r  C i t i es 

I n te rnat i ona l Boa r d  of D i r ec to r s  tha t mee t s  mon th l y  i n  the Mayo r 1 s  off i ce .  

An d m y  h u s band a nd I a re both  o n  t ha t  Boa rd . And ba s i ca l l y  t h i s  p rog ram i s  

pa r t  of t he Roches te r p rog ra m .  T h e  Fede ra t i on comes i n to t h e  p i c t u re beca u s e  

t hey he l p  u s  fun d .  Not on l y  d o  they he l p  us  w i t h  fund s ,  but  l a s t  yea r when 

we had t h i s  who l e  g roup of  abou t 25 t hey h e l ped us i n  eve ry pos s i b l e  way .  

W i t h  hous i ng a n d  ma i l i ng s  and  so on a n d  s o  fo r t h . We cou l dn 1 t  have done i t  

w i t hou t them.  

Now ,  do  a re the  othe r f i ve s i s t e r  c i t i es p rog ram s  run  i n  the s ame way 

a s  t h i s  one ?  

A .  No , eve ry . . . eve ry p rog ram i s  r u n  d i fferen t l y .  The Re i n e ,  F ra nce p rog ram 

wh i ch wa s the f i r s t  on e ,  a n d  t hey 1 re r un on a n en t i re l y d i f fe ren t ba s i s . They 

have a t remendous  p rog ram .  I n  fact , t hey have a n  i n te rna t i on a l fa i r  i n  

Re i ne ,  F, rance a n d  a l l k i nds  o f  eq u i pme n t  wa s s en t  ove r for t he i n terna t i ona l 

fa i r  f rom Roches te r . Kod a k  had a b i g  d i s p l ay and  I t h i nk Xe rox had a b i g  

d i sp l ay a n d  so on . Th i s  weekend t hey 1 re hav i ng q u i te a con t i ngen t come , I 

t h i n k a bout  60  peop l e  com i ng f rom Re i ne ,  F rance a s  pa rt  o f  t he B i .,·centenn i a l  

a n d  they 1 1 1  be i n  Roche s t e r  for  t he weekend . Now , for i n s tance , Ca l t i nosetta  

has  a Ca l t i nos e t ta Soc i ety he re i n  town . The re 1 s q u i te a g roup o f  I ta l i an s  

whose a n ce s t ry comes f rom Ca l t i nose t ta and  t hey . t hey 1 ve orga n i zed a 

regu l a r  soc i ety and  they have a b i g  dan ce once a yea r i n  wh i ch they ra i se 

fu n d s  f o r  t he i r p rog ram .  B u t  t hey haven 1 t  been s ucce s s fu l i n  g e t t i ng any 
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A .  ( Con t i n ued ) exchange s t uden t s  he re . Now Wu r tzbu rg , Ge rmany has a 

t remendous p rog ram go i ng w i t h exchange s t uden t s . I t h i n k t hey have had a bout  

1 00 exchange s t uden ts  go i ng back and  for th between t he two c i t i es i n  t he pa s t , 

I t h i nk t hey ' ve been i n  � i s tence e i g h t  o r  ten yea r s . B u t , t hey have done a 

t remendous j ob w i t h exchan g e  s tuden t s .  Now ,  we ' re hav i ng a l i t t l e  d i ff i cu l ty 

on the  excha nge p ro g ram beca u se i t ' s d i ff i cu l t to get  s t uden t s  to come he re . 

The re ' s a . . .  i t ' s ve ry comp l i ca ted when they l eave Roche s te r  a t  t he end  of 

h i g h  s c hoo l yea r s  a n d  g o  back beca u se they ca n ' t  a utoma t i ca l l y get i n to 

co l l eg e .  They m i s s the  mat r i cu l a t i on exams a n d  t he re t s  a n  awfu l l ot o f  red 

ta pe a n d  t hey have to go d i rect l y  i nto the A rmy a nd i t ' s very compl i ca ted . 

R i gh t  a t  t h i s po i n t  we ' re wor k i n g  on t h i s  one boy who ' s  had a l l  k i nd s  of  

obs tac l es p ut i n  the  way o f  h i s  fut u re ca ree r j us t  by . beca use  he has 

been i n  Roches t e r  fo r the yea r .  And a l so i f  a s t uden t we re to  go to I s rae l 

a s  a n  exchan g e  s tudent fo r a yea r ,  s ay t he sen i or yea r i n  h i gh schoo l , he 

or s he wou l d  h ave to  have a know l edge of Heb rew. So t ha t  wou l d  e l i m i na te a 

who l e segme n t  of t he commu n i ty .  Eve n t ua l l y we hope tha t we w i l l  b e  a b l e  to 

send  a s t uden t t h e re t hough .  

Q. Say . . I mean i f  you we re g o i n g  to  send  a h i g h s choo l s t uden t i t  wou l d  have 

to be somebody f r om the H i l l e l  Day Schoo l ? 

A .  I t  wou l d p roba b l y have to be s omeone who had a rea l know l edge o f  Heb rew . 

Q. Yea . V e ry i n te r es t i ng .  

A .  B u t  i t  i s  . . .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  a wor thwh i l e p rog ram.  I t h i n k  t h a t  n a t i on w i de 

we do  a t remendous  amount  of wo rk on i n t e rexchanges  and v i s i t s and so on . 

Peop l e  t rave l back and  fo r t h .  And i t ' s  boun d  to p romote s ome good fee l i ng .  

Q. So  t he ma i n  s ay t h r u s t  of  t he p rog ramm i ng i s  i n te rpe rsona l re l a t i on s h i ps .  

I mean t ha t  i s . 

A .  Exact l y .  
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Q. Hav i n g  peop l e  . .  
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A .  Get  t o  know each othe r on a .  . . on a pe r son- to-pe rson bas i s .. W i t h  a 1 1  .. . .  

w i thout a l l  the red tape of gove rnmen t and  p rotoco l a n d  po l i t i cs ,  

Q. OK .  Yo u sa i d  t ha t  the newe s t  s i s te r  c i ty wa s i n  Af r i ca ?  

A .  Tha t ' s r i gh t .  

Q . How i s  tha t wo rk i ng o u t ?  

A .  I t  j us t  s ta rted . They we re he re l a s t  summe r ,  a de l ega t i on was he re fo r the 

S i s te r  C i t i e s I n te rna t i ona l Con ference . B u t , and  they '· re  s t i l l  wo r k i n g 

on a . . they L re s t i l l  wo r k i ng on t ry i ng to g e t  a de l ega t i on f rom Roche s te r  

to g o  to Boma koma l i  fo r cha r t e r  s i gn i ng .  

Q. Whe re . . pa rdon my l ack of geog raphy , but whe re i n  Af r i ca i s  th i s ? 

A .  I ' m t ry i n g t o  remembe r .  Don ' t a s k .  

Q . CDK .  ( La u g h te r )  

i t  wau l d be 

A .  I n  t roub l e .  

Q.. R i g ht .  

wa s j us t  c u r i ous. ,  you know , if i t 1: s  i n  .. . . . i n  t he south  

A .. I . . I have a fee l i ng t h a t  i t '· s  on the  wes t  coa s t  . . . .. 

Q. We l l  t ha t  wou l d  make sen se . Wha t was t he I n te rna t i ona l Con fe ren ce l i ke ?  Why 

wa s i t  he l d  i n  Roche s te r  f i r s t  of a l l ?  

A .  We l l ,  F ra n k  Lamb i s  t he Na t i on a l V i ce � P re s i den t .  H e  offe red o u r  c i ty a s  the 

s i te ,  and so t hey came to Roche s te r  for a con fe rence t h a t  l a s ted fou r  or f i ve 

day s . I t  wa s a t reme n dous  unde r ta k i ng .  And i t  wor ked ou t we l l .  Peop l e  came 

from a 1 1  ove r t he wo r l d  for t he con fe ren ce . An d t hey  had pa rades and  t hey had 

a l l k i n d s  of  ac t i v i t i e s , d i s c us s i on s ,  sem i na r s , banq ue t s , p i cn i cs ,  eve ry t h i ng .  

Q . D i d  t he peop l e  s tay i n  hote l s  o r  d i d  t hey s tay a t  peop l e E s  hou ses ? 

A .  Bot h .  Bot h .  Mos t l y  a t  p r i va te home s , b u t  the re we re some housed a t  t he Hote l 

Ame r i cana . 
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Q. Do you t h i n k t ha t  the en t h u s i asm  fo r t he s i s te r  c i t i e s p rog ram i s  g row i n g ?  

A .  Yes , i t  keep s g row i ng yea r a fte r yea r .  The V I STA p rog ram , wh i ch s ta r ted a few 

yea rs  ago  wh i c h you I L m s u re know a bou t 1 seems to be dy i ng ou t �  And I don 1 t 

know why tha t i s . I gue s s  pa rt  of i t  i s  fund i ng and  i mpe t u s  f rom t he n a t i ona l 

gove rnmen t .  B u t , th i s  p rog ram wh i ch i s  done by vo l u n tee rs  on a one- to-one bas i s  

seems to be g row i ng eve �y yea r .  

Q. I s  t h e re any conne ct i on a t  a l l  . • • you men t i oned V I STA ,  i s  t he re any connect i on 

a t  a l l w i t h  t he Peace Corp s ?  

A .  N o .  

Q . Non e .  1· Cause V I STA i s  j us t  w i th i n Ame r i ca i s  i t  not?  

A .  No . V I STA . . V I STA . . we l l ,  t he young peop l e  a re sen t f rom the Un i ted 

S ta t es , but  t hey 1 re sen t a l l ove r t he wo r l d  to do . . .  to wo r k .  You see , t hey 

a re t ra i n ed and  t hen t hey go to va r i ou s  coun t r i es fo r a pe r i od of two yea rs . 

Q. I t houg ht  tha t  wa s t he Peace Corp s . We l l ,  anyway . • . 

A .  Maybe . . . maybe I L m  wrong . I m i g h t  be wron g . Maybe i t  i s  t ha t .  

Q . The i n te r na t i ona l .  . 

A .  Yes ,  t h e  Peace Co rps  m i g h t  b e  t he i n te rn a t i ona l one and  V I STA m i g h t  be the l oca l 

one .  A l t ho ug h  I know tha t . � . 

Q. I t  doe s n 1 t  mat te r .  

A .  1 1 m  not s u re .  O K .  

Q . B u t , you t h i n k  tha t that 1 s  s o r t  of dy i ng o u t? 

A .  I don 1 t  th i n k  i t 1 s a s  popu l a r  a s  i t  wa s w i th .  . I th i n k  t ha t  the young 

peop l e  a ren 1 t  q u i te a s  mot i va ted to go . . .  to g i ve two yea r s  of  t hemse l ve s to 

a p rog ram of t h i s  k i n d .  I t h i n k  tha t t h e  s i xt i e s  we re a t i me o f  t u rmo i l s o  

the re wa s a fee l i ng t ha t  you . .  , ., wan t i ng to d o  some t h i n g  pos i t i ve f o r  the 

unde rp r i v i l eged . And I t h i n k t ha t  the re we re t remen dous changes  i n  t he 

s··even t i es  wh i ch .  
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Q . Actua l l y ,  that  l eads  r i g h t  i n to my next category , You s a i d  t ha t  young peop l e  

responded i n  t he ea r l y  s i xt i e s  t o  a t i me o f  t u rmo i l �  

A .  R i g ht .  

Q. Now , how a bout I s rae l wh i ch i s  hav i ng i t s t i mes  of  t u rmo i l ?  Has  there been , 

A. 

do you t h i n k ,  ups and down s i n  sen t i men t i n  the commun i ty for  a c t i ve pa rt i c i pa t i on 

i n  I s rae l i - type o rga n .  you know ,  a ct i v i t i e s ?  Du r i ng say . .. th i s  i s  f rom 

i t s i n cep t i on ,  o r  even befo r e ,  s i n ce you 1 ve been he re t i l l  now .  Have . 

we re more peop l e  pa r t i c i pa t i ng . . .  say d u r i ng t he wa r i n  •· 47 , 1 48 than  recen t .  

more rece n t l y ,  you know , 1 67 ,  1 72 ?  

I .  . I t h i n k  t ha t  the Ame r i can peop l e  have responded to I s ra e l  cer ta i n l y  s in ce 

i t  became a s ta te . Many peop l e  we re i n vo l ved be fore i t  became a s t a te . B u t  

I th i n k that  once I s rae l became a s ta te p ra c t i ca l l y  a l l Jew i s h  peop l e  i n  the 

commun i ty s ta r te d  back i ng I s rae l .  Du r i ng t i me s  of  c r i s i s  wheh the re i s  a 

wa r the re i s  a comp l et e  ou tpou r i ng ,  f i na nc i a l l y  a n d  an  e ffo r t  to bu i l d  goodw i l l  

i n  the commun i ty towa rds  I s rae l .  So , but I t h i n k  a l l  i n  a l l i t 1� s  a con t i n uous 

fee l i ng of the need for s uppo rt  f rom the d i a s pora to t he peop l e  of  I s rae l � 

Q . How many t i mes  have you you r se l f  been to I s ra e l ? 

A .  We 1 ve been the re four t ime s .  And we we re s ched u l ed to . go  a f i ft h  when my 

husband took s i c k ,  bu t we • 11 p robab l y  ma ke anothe r  t r i p .  

Q . Have you gone a s  a p r i va te pe r son , or  a .. .. . i n  an  off i c i a l  capac i ty?  

A .  We both way s .  My hu s band  1· s on the Boa rd . Deputy Boa rd of Gove rn o r s  

of Heb rew Un i ve r s i ty ,  s o  we • ve gone t o  some of the Boa rd mee t i ng s  a t  t he 

Heb rew Un i ve rs i ty .  We wen t  a t  one t i me for t he ded i ca t i on of the Samue l S t u rman 

P sycho l ogy B u i l d i ng a t  the Heb rew Un i ve rs i ty .  Pe rha p s  I o ug h t  to say  some t h i ng 

a bout . . . 

Q. Wou l d  you p l ease?  

A .  because  I don • t  know whe the r a nyone h a s  men t i oned  t ha t .  Samue l S t u rman 
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A. ( Con t i n ued ) wa s my h u s band t s  unc l e .  And he wa s t he f i rs t P res i den t ,  

be l i eve , of t he j o i n t  Jew i s h  Commun i ty Counc i l. IJow I don t t  know wha t  i t  wa s 

ca l l ed t hen , but  he was the f i r s t  one to ho l d  t ha t off i ce .  He had been 

P re s i den t  of Temp l e  Beth E l . And he wa s a bac he l o r ,  and  he wa s ve ry i dea l i s t i c  

when i t  came to t he S t a t e  of I s rae l . He f e l t t ha t  out  o f  I s rae l wou l d  come 

peace and  I s ra e l  wou l d  be a beacon of l i g h t  fo r t he wor l d  and  so on . An d 

he fe l t  tha t he oug ht  to do some t h i n g  i n  beha l f  of  I s rae l .  And so t he 

p ropos i t i on was g i ven to h i m to do somet h i ng for Heb rew Un i ve r s i ty ,  t h a t  by 

do i ng s ome t h i n g  fo r Heb rew U n i
.
ve r s i ty he wou l d  ma ke mo re of  an i mpact  on I s rae l 

t han i f  he we re to  g i ve the money to l es se r  yes h i vote o r  so on wh i ch he had a n  

i nte re s t  i n  a nd a l l .  So , t hey d i d  con su l t  h i m  and  t hey s ugges ted t ha t  t he re 

wa s a n eed fo r a Psycho l ogy  Depa rtme n t  a t  the Heb rew U n i ve rs i ty .  And he 

rea l l y  d i dn ' t know wha t t h i s  i n vo l ved a t  a l l ,  but  he sa i d  i f  t ha t ' s wha t you 

n eed ; go a head a n d  b u i l d  i t .  So he gave t hem the money for the f i r s t  bu i l d i ng 

wh i ch wa s a modes t bu i l d i n g . I t  wa s a i r-cond i t i oned so they cou l d  keep the 

an i ma l s  i n  t he bu i l d i n g  fo r expe r i men ta l pu rpose s , but  mos t  of t he bu i l d i ng wa s 

unde rg roun d .  S o  i t  . . .  but  we wen t  ove r for  t he ded i c"a t i on of  t ha t  bu i l d i n g .  

And t hen he l ef t  h i s  e n t i re e s tate to Heb rew Un i ve rs i ty .  They d i d  bu i l d on a 

w i ng .  They used s ome of t he money for t he Ha r ry T r uma n I n s t i t u te of Re sea rch , 

wh i ch was o r i g i na l l y  s upposed to be the  Ha r ry T r uman Peac� Cen ter  t he re . So  

t ha t  he  made an  i mpact  i n  bot h a rea s .  And he spen t h i s  l i fe t i me i n  Roche s te r ,  

so I t h i n k  that  h i s  name s hou l d  be con s i de red . 

Q. Tha t ' s fas c i na t i ng .  Wha t othe r ac t i v i t i e s  do you know of t ha t  he p a r t i c i pa te d  

i n ?  

A .  It/e l l ,  I t h i n k i n  h i s  ea r l y  yea r s  he was i n  .. . .  he wa s i nvo l ved i n ,  a s  I say 1 

the temp l e .  He wa s P res i dent  of t he temp l e ,  a n d  I t h i n k he wa s one of  the 

cha r t� r membe r s  of  Temp l e  Bet h E l . And the �ommu n i ty Counc i l  o r  wha teve r i t  
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A .  ( Con t i n ued ) , wa s ca l l ed  a t  t ha t  t i me . . Oh , and  a l so t he Ch i. l d ren •·s Home,, He 

Q . 

A •. 

Q. 

A .  

Q . 

wa s i nvo l ved i n  t he Ch i l d ren t s  Home and  I be l i eve the Home fo r t he Aged .  

What d i d  he do? 

He was i n  t he . .  

mea n . . . p rofe s s  i ona 1 1  y .  

h e  owned a f u r n i t u re s to r e .  

W h a t  wa s t h e  n ame of t he f u r n i t u re s tore?  

S t u rman Home Furn i sh i ng Company . 

Does a ny t h i n g  . . .  do a ny memo r i es s p ri ng to m i n d about  h i m  that  you can th i. n k  

of  off- hand befo re we . . .  ? 

A .  Ye s ,  h e  wa s a ve ry modes 4  d i gn i f i ed ,  q u i e t  man ,  se l f-ed uca ted .  H e  had a n i ce 

sen s e  of humo r .  And i t  wa s amaz i n g  tha t he wa s a s  i nvo l ved i n  t he commun i ty 

a s  he wa s .  B u t  I t h i n k  t h i s  gave mean i ng to i 1h i s  l i fe beca u se h i s  l i fe wa s 

a l l wo r k .  There we re no c h i l d ren . Commun i ty gave h i m  a soc i a l  l i fe ,  too . 

Q. And when d i d  he d i e  p l ea s e ?  

A .  I t h i n k he d i ed a round I t h i n k  i t  wa s i n  1 966 or the reabo ut s .  He wa s 

a c t i ve l y  i n vo l ved w i t h  A l f red H a r t , Ha r ry Ha r r i s  and  some of the o l d�t i me r s , 

A r t h u r Lowe n t ha l a nd peop l e  of t ha t  q ua l i ty i n  . . .  i n  work i ng beha l f  of  the 

commun i ty .  

Q . OK .  Wou l d  you eve r l i ve i n  I s ra e l  do you th i: n k ?  

A .  No . 

Q. Why? 

A.  We l l  pe rha p s  1 1 m too comfo r ta b l e .  1 1· 1 1  be hon e s t  w i t h you . I . . .  I fee l 

t ha t  we i n  the  d i a spora have a rea l s e rv i ce to perform i n  i n te rp re t i n g  I s rae l 

to t he Un i ted S ta t es a n d  fun d ra i s i ng on beha l f  of I s rae l . I don 1 t  bh i ng tha t 

I s rae l cou l d  s u rv i ve w i t hout t ha t he l p .  And I don 1 t  buy Ben G u r i on L s  fee l i ng 

t ha t a l l J ews i f  t hey 1 re t rue Z i on i s t s  s hou l d  move to I s rae l . I fee l t ha t  

you can be a . an  a r de n t  Z i on i s t and  l i ve i n  t he U n i ted S tates . 

Q. Can you be a good Jew and not be a n  a rden t  Z i on i s t ?  
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A .  We l l ,  tha t .  
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A.  A d i ff i cu l t  q u e s t i on and  you . . •  you t re • . . you l l J have to def i ne what i s  a 

1 1 good J ew . 1 1  

Q. We l l ,  j ust , you know . . .  

A .  I t h i n k  t ha t  i n  . . .  i n  toda y ': s  wo r l d  you wou l d  ce r ta i n l y  have to ha ve a 

fee l i ng and  compa s s i on and  unde r s tand i n g  and  sympa t hy w i th t he S tate of  I s rae l 

i n  order  to be a good Jew.  I wou l d  a l most  fee l tha t t hat  was nece s s a ry .  You 

cou l d  be a good pe r son . .  you cou l d  be a J ew by b i r t h  and  be a good pe rson , 

you m i g h t  devote yours e l f  to ve ry wo r t hwh i l e ca use s , a n d  i f  you had no  fee l i ng 

for  t he S t ate of I s rae l I s t i l l  don ': t t h i n k  t ha t  cou l d  be a rea l l y  a good J ew.  

Q. O K. Have you r  s on s  eve r been to I s ra e l ? 

A .  One of my s on s  ha s been to I s rae l , spen t a s umme r the re . The othe r two have 

t a l ked a bou t i t  but t hey haven 1 t  s ched u l ed i t  yet . And they w i l l ,  t hey wi 1 1  

def i n i te l y  go . 

Q . OK .  Wha t s o r t s  of  d i rect i on .. .. . wha t sort  of d i rec t i on do you t h i. nk  that  the  

Roche s t e r  we l l ,  t he Roche s te r J ew i s h commu n i ty and  t he C i ty of Roc hes t e r  

a re g o i n g ?  mean , wha t changes  d o  you t h i n k have taken p l ace i n  t he J ew i s h 

commu n i ty s i nce 1 93 8  s i n ce you 1 ve been here?  

A .. We l l ,  I t h i n k one t h i ng . . .  t he re . . .  I don 1 t t h i n k t he re a re the d i v i s i on s  

w i t h i n  t he commun i ty t ha t  t he re we re when came .. I f  you we re a Re fo rm J ew i n  

t hose days you we re a l mos t a n  e l i te s t  g roup w i t h i n  the  J ew i s h  commun i ty .  

t h i n k today the re i s  n o  l i ne s  of dema rca t i on .  I t h i n k  tha t ba s i ca l l y  the 

. . .. the  temp l es ,  B e t h E l  and B ' r i t h Kode s h ,  a re much more s i m i l a r  than t hey 

we re i n  t hose days .  The . t he who l e  r i tua l s  tha t B 1 r i th Kodesh  now a re 

mo r e  nea r l y  t hose  o f  Beth  E l . And ,  of cou r s e , t he membe rs h i p s a re a l mos t 

i n te rchangea b l e .  Fam i l i e s  a re i n te rchan gea b l e .  So  I t h i n k t he re i s  a b l end i n g 
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A .  ( Con t i n u ed ) w i t h i n  t he commun i ty o f  a l l d i ffe ren t segmen t s �  t h i n k the 

Fede ra t i on ha s become much more p rom i nen t .  The re i s  a coo rd i. n a t  i on tha t t he re 

wa s n ' t  i n  the ea r l y  yea r s  when I wa s he re . The re ha s been a p ro l i fe ra t i on of  

a l l  k i n d s  of  vo l un tee r ac t i v i t i es .  : I t ' s a t remendous l y  h i g h l y  organ i zed 

commun i ty ,  much mo re so than when I f i r s t  came . Bu t ,  I t h i n k i t  i s  a ve ry 

f i ne commun i ty .  t h i n k  we have n a t i on a l s tand i n g .  I t h i n k t h a t  i t '· s  a 

commun i ty tha t you can be p roud to be pa rt  of . 

Q. So  you t h i n k  t h i n g s  a re get t i ng bette r?  

A .  I t h i n k  t hey ha ve been good fo r some t ime now and  I t h i n k  they � l l con t i n ue 

tha t way .  

Q. OK .  

A .  I ' m n o t  d i scouraged about  a n y  a spect of  t he J ew i s h  commun i ty ,  

Q . Not  even i n  t h e  younge r gen e ra t i on ?  

A .  No ,  I ' m ve ry op t i m i s t i c  a bo u t  t he younge r gene ra t i o n .  

Q . OK .  Now , can  you t h i n k of a n yt h i ng t h a t  • . .  t ha t  I have g l os sed ove r o r  tha t 

you ' d  l i ke to d i s c u s s  l onge r ?  E i the r  you r  i mp res s i on s  about I s rae l or  t he 

J ew i s h commun i ty o r  rea l l y j us t  a bout  a n y t h i ng ?  

A .. We l l ,  I wou l d  hope t hat  s omep l ace i n  t h i s \S tudy  t ha t  some i nforma t i on wou l d  

have been s ec u red a bout peop l e  l i ke T i l l i e Ros e ,  who made a t remendous i mpact  

i n  the  commun i ty i n  t he ea r l y  yea r s  .. S he wa s one of  t he foun de rs  of  Hada s s a h  

a n d  wa s p ra c t i ca l l y  a one-woman s oc i a l agency , 

Q. Cou l d  you te 1 1  me wha t .  . .  ? 

A .  B u t , now s he m i g h t  have bee n i nc l uded i n  t he h i s to ry t ha t  Ra bb i S t ua r t  

Rosen berg wrote a bout , b u t  i f  s he we re n o t  I wou l d  hope bhat  someone wou l d  

make an  effort  to  get  some i n fo rma t i on a bo ut T i  1 1  i e Rose .. 

Q. D i d yo u know he r ?  

A .  Yes .  B u t  s he h a s  fam i l y  h e r e  and  fam i l y  s t i l l  l i v i ng, out  o .f  town and  a d a u g h te r , 
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A .  { Con t i nued ) Sad i e  Rose W i l er s te i n ,  who i s  now i n  he r e i g ht i es but who i s  

ma r r i ed to a rabb i who ha s wr i tten  books .  And s he wou l d  be t he p e r son to g i ve 

i n fo rma t i on about he r mot he r ,  i f  t ha t  i n fo rma t i on wa s not secu red e l sewhe re . 

And t he n  there ' s a woma n l i ke Raye A i o l e  who made a t remendous i mpact  i n  the 

. i n  the ea n ty yea r s  when was he re . S he wa s P res i de n t  of  Temp l e  S i s te rhood 

for twe n t y  some yea rs . And s he does have a p l ace i n  any  w r i tten h i s tory of  

t h i s  per i od .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  that  mos t of  the l oca l l eade r s  a re s ympa t he t i c  to t he Jew i s h  

commun i ty? Loca l Gen t i l e l eade r s ?  

A .  Yes , ye s I d o .  t h i n k there '· s a ve ry s t rong fee l i ng .  I .  . .  my h u s band  and  

I m i x  very  of ten i n  t he l a rg e r  commu n i ty and  fee l very  comfor ta b l e  a bout i t . 

And I t h i n k  t he r e  i s  a very wa rm fee l i n g ,  a n d  I know they ce rta i n l y  rea l i ze 

t ha t  we rep resen t t he J ew i s h  commun i ty .  S o  t ha t  I . . .  I fee l ve ry comfo r ta b l e  

about  re l a t i on s  w i th t he non-J ews . 

Q . B u t  you t h i n k  i t L s  ve ry i mportan t for  t he J ews to  have a sen se  of  commun i ty ?  

A .. De f i n i te l y .  I def i n i te l y  do .  fee ]  t ha t  you can not l i ve i n  a commun i ty and  

be a good c i t i ze n  i n  a commun i ty i f  you  on l y  wo r k  i n  beha l f  of  Jew i s h 

i n s t i t u t i on s .  t h i nk you ca n be a g ood Jew a n d  wor k  i n  beha l f  o f  a l l k i nd s  

of  i n s t i t u t i on s .  I don L t  th i n k you can neg l ect  you r own , n o  q ues t i on _a bo_u t t hat . 

I don ' t t h i n k you ca n neg l ect  you r own , but  I t h i nk that  t h e re 1 s  room fo r wo rk 

i n  beha l f  of  both . 

Q . Ha s t h e  tenor of l i fe i n  Roc hes t e r  changed a t  a l l ?  Obv i ous l y  I mean th i n g s  

have got ten much b i gg e r  and  t he corpora t i on s  have become m u c h  mo re powe r fu l , b u t  

mea n  i s  . . .  i s  t he amb i ence d i ffe ren t ?  

A .  don 1 t see the changes .  I t h i nk i t ' s s t i l l  ba s i ca l l y  a sma l l commun i ty .  You 

. .  i t  . . . i t ' s s t i l l  i s n ' t a . . .  a . . .  we l l ,  i t  s t i l l  i sn ' t a commun i ty 

t ha t  you g e t  l os t  i n .  t h i nk t h a t  t he h i s to ry of  Roche s te r du r i n g  my pe r i od 
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A.  ( Con t i nued)  of  ex i s tence he re ha s been very po s i t i ve except fo r the  

p e r i od -of  t he s i xt i e s  w i t h t he r i ot s  arid a l l .  don l t  th i nk that  we ca n be 

-p roud of t ha t  pa rt i cu l a r  pe r i od an d  I t h i n k the re i s  a s  much l e ft  to be done 

i n  t he b l a ck commun i ty .  And I don '· t t h i nk t he J ew ' s i n  a pos i t i on to do i t  

a l one , but a s  p a r t i c i pa n t s  i n  the l a rg e r  commun i ty I t h i n k t hey ca n  he l p .  B u t , 

Roche s t e r  has  rema i ne d  bas i ca l l y t he same commun i ty t ha t  I came to i n  ' 38 .  

Q . Do you t h i n k  i t L s  a con s e rva t i ve commun i ty?  

A .  Yes , I t h i n k  i t ' s con s e rva t i ve b u t  I l i ke t ha t .  I .  . .  I l i ke t he con s e r va t i sm 

ab0ut i t . don ' t obj ect to t ha t .  I do t h i n k  that  t he re a re ce r ta i n  p l aces  

whe re t h e re haven 1 t  been changes  at  a l l .  For i n s tance , i n  the coun t ry c l ubs  

you s t i l l  a re not  we l come to j o i n  t he Coun t ry C l ub of  Roche s t e r  or  t he Gen e s ee 

Va l l ey C l ub .  I t h i n k the Genesee Va l l ey C l ub m i gh t  have a token o r  two Jews 

and the same w i t h  t he U n i ve rs i ty C l ub .  The Un i ve rs i ty C i ty C l ub .  Bu t ,  so  

t ha t  i s  s omet h i ng tha t ha s n o t  changed , wh i ch i s  s up r i s i ng .  I t  i s  s up r i s i ng 

tha t the  c l ubs  wou l d  n o t  be open . 

Q. I s  that  a n t i - Sem i t i sm do you t h i n k ?  

A .  suppose i t  m i gh t  b e  a form of i t . N o t  ove r t , b u t  ce rta i n l y  there m u s t  be 

Q . 

A .  

a s u bcon sc i ou s  e l emen t of an t i -Sem i t i sm .  O r  maybe i t 1 s  j u s t  a fee l i ng that  

t hey wan t  to be exc l us i ve .  I don ' t  know whe t h e r  t he i r  doo r s  a re open to 

ot he r s  who do not mee t  t he i r q ua l i f i ca t i on s  f i nan c i a l l y  or c u l t u ra l l y  o r ,  you 

k now , or  membe r s  of o l d  fam i l i es .  The re a re s uch q ua l i f i ca t i on s . I j us t  

don 1 t know.  

Do you t h i n k  t ha t  Roche s te r i s  becom i ng too s ubu r ba n ?  

Yes , oh , yes . t h i n k t h e  change i n  t ha t  reg a rd i s  ve ry . i s  de f i n i te .  

We 1 l l  have to do somet h i ng to p reven t ou r . . .  t he ma i n  pa r t  of our  c i ty f rom 

j us t  dete r i ora t i n g  fu r t he r . I t h i n k t ha t  i t ' s  become more b l a ck a l l the t i me 

a nd the  wh i tes  have gon e out  to t he s ub u r bs . And I t h i n k that  t he re has  to be 


