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are the ones who will do anything to stay here. They will take any position 

they think is pleasing to theiLr constituents. But sometimes those po·sitions 

~ are wo~rJ1n~or the country. Senators are thought of as statesmen but they 

are just as worried about survival over here as in the House. Just get 

reelected and stay here, that's what most of them want." 

They asked him who his presidential choice would be ideally and he said 

Dale Bumpers and his ideal ticket would be Bumpers-Anderson. He's always 

liked Anderson since he went with 6 Democrats to protest death of Steve Biko--

at South African Embassy. Again, the idea that he couldn't win politically 

and he did it out of conscience. Paul thinks he's smart and nice. 

He said how he liked to talk to students because they are persuadeable. 

"I can't persuade their parents. If I go to a town meeting the parents may 

have respect for my intellectual grasp. But I dont' change their minds. These 

kids are persuadable. I love to ·talk to them. But how do you ever know if 

you have an impact on any of them." He talked way over time to the students 

and was great with the young ones from F School and the older ones from 

Bridgewater. 

To the Voluneers in the morning. "The best experience of my life was the 

2 years I spent in the Peace Corps in Ethiopia. It also changed me more than 

anything else that happened to me in my life. I went into the Peace Corps 

as a Conservative Republican and came out as a Liberal Democrat. We can argue 

about the direction of the change, but it certainly was a change." 

Talk re ·Jim Shannon and possibility of primary opponent, "His problem is 

the same problem I had. People would support me out of intellectual respect--

but not because I'm one of them." 

PT believes and says often that "good policy is good politics." 

Re difference between House and Seante, he added two new wrinkles when 

he talked to the Bridgewater students. "With a six-year term, I can do things 
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at a much slower pace and produce a much better work product. I don't have to 

worry about doing all the flashy things to get attention--like press releases. 

We don't put out press releases for every little UDAG grant. I don't even 

know what press releases are going out." 

Also "There's only so much you can do in a congressional district, but in 

a state there is nothing you can't get into. Massachusetts is a state with 

such incredible diversity that it has every problem and every type of interest 

imaginable--much more than anyone congressional district. I don't mean to 

say there's not plenty to do in a congressional district. But a statewide 

constituency is just a lot more stimulating." I'll have to ask him to say 

more about that. It's a note Bill Cohen didn't strike and one Dave Pryor 

wouldn't strike, since he was just a governor. 

When he introduced me at the Volunteers Breakfast, he said "He's been 

following me, or better, he's been tracking me." 

They talked a lot, at the Volunteers breakfast about the problems of 

disassociating the national service idea from the draft. Paul said that the 

draft issue "sticks to the national service idea like flypaper." 

"Welcome march down the long road with our idea in a parade when we 

get to the reviewing stand someone jumps up and attaches some draft type idea 

to it." 

"In all the legislating I've done, this is the first time I've gone the 

Presidential Commission route. We could get a consensus on the idea, but as 

soon as we tried to write out the deails, the whole thing broke down. We got 

bogged down. badly bogged down. There were lots of interested groups with 

different ideas, so we cided to provide an umbrella." 

Had a conference at Brandeis to discuss idea - conference atmosphere was 

negative. But when students returned their questionnaires, they were more 
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positive. "It turned out we were further along than we thought we were." 

He believes that "We're in the best position in our state that we have 

1 V been in my lifetime. It's great to see." Unemployment is low, people will 
• 

move back to the cities he thinks. Massachusetts has strength in human 

resources and can compete with any industries that are resource intensive. 

Need to have good energy program in place--he has a bill--community energy 

act. 

During exporting company's discussion with him, he said that his office 

had been interested in export problems and had an amendment of some sort to 

the bill last year. "We aren't newcomers to this area." He says this often. 


