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over night. I have an ideal relationship with the party people. Nobody 

could touch me in a primary. I've been in and out of the party machinery 

since I was in college. I was even the head of the University of Nebraska 

Republicans. I had two primary �o�p�p�o�n�e�n�~�s �s �t�h�e� first time I ran and they 

were pretty active. I got 88% of the vote. One of them was a women's 

libber and the other was a minister and they got about '+,000 votes each. 

When I was Republican State Chairman we had an organization that you 

won't see again. I had a busy law �p�r�a�c�t�i�~�e� but I spent 8 hours a day 

for the Republican party." 

12A. "They characterize me as independent, and that surprises my 

old rock-ribbed associates. But they knew from the past that I was a 

little independent. �T�h�~�y� had some alerts when we had our controversies. 

I think that's something of a plus for me." Clearly he thinks inde

pendence is a good thing to be known as. 

13. He �s�a�i�d�~� "Fiscal policies." When I asked him whether his 

people in the district agreed with him, he said, "You bet. A heavy 

majority are fiscal conservatives." 

Then I asked him whether he wasn't saying that fiscal policies 

were of more interest to him personally than Agricultural policies and 

he said, "The two are very much tied up with one another. Inflation has 

the farmer on the run. God Almighty his production costs have sky

rocketed. And they believe, as I believe, that one of the chief causes 

of inflation is deficit spending out of Washington. Our life blood is 

agriculture. And anyone who doesn't agree, naturally, with the farmer 

doesn't cut the mustard out there." 
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"I may have passed up a chance to go on the Ways and Means 

Committee. John Rhodes and some others talked to me about it and 

8. 

I said no. If I leave Agriculture, I'll leave my people behind. They 

wouldn't understand that and they would hold it against me. They would 

say--even though they might vote for me--that I was more interested in 

the Potomac than I was in their welfare. As long as I'm in the House 

I'll be on the Agriculture Committee--Appropriations, Ways and Means, 

and Rules be damned. There are three members from Nebraska and one of 

them has to be on Agriculture." 

17. I asked the question a little more broadly, in terms of what 

the opponent will do in the election. "He's having a heck of a time, 

from what I hear. He'll find some amendments, I suppose. After all, 

if you cast 500 votes, people are going to find some to criticize. For 

a while he was against me on the minimum wage. That was two years ago 

when I voted against it and the President vetoed the bill. This year 

I voted for it, and the bill was not vetoed, so I guess you could say 

that popped his balloon there. I've been aggressive on Agriculture and 

Education--two big areas. He can't sell wild-eyed spending to that 

district. He's in a box on that." He didn't seem to be able to think 

of any logical strategy for the other fellow. But he did say--he said 

it when I first came into the office--that he was out there working very 

hard, that he had spent something like $30,000, that he said that he was 

going to spend $100,000, that he had taken a "qualitative poll" (I don't 

know what that means exactly) and that he would be a good candidate. 
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But Charlie said "I should be alright." He didn't seem to be worried 

a whole lot about what he would do, but thought that the guy would put 

up a good respectable fight. Obviously, the poll has had a considerable 

effect on Charlie, for it shows Charlie with 62% of the vote and his 

opponent with 23% of the vote. 

25. I asked this in a somewhat different way, since he would 

not identify any hard core supporters. I simply asked him what the 

quickest way would be of losing the support that he has in the district. 

"Any disclosure of scandal or dishonesty would rip a guy open in this 

society. That's the way it ought to be. It's corny, but public office 

is a public trust. There must be a much higher standard for public 

officials. Maybe Mo Udall is right--you ought to pay him like hell. 

Then have no closed meetings, no special interests. A man who is an 

incoming congressman ought to make peace with himself and say I can't 

make money out of this office. Yet it would be political suicide for 

me to vote a pay raise in my district. But we ought to be paid another 

$20,000 or $30,000 and ~ar absolutely everything else. We would all be 

better officials." We then had a long rambling discussion about morality 

and Watergate and impeachment in which we kept coming back to the point 

that young people are turned off and that we have to establish some 

new morality about public officials. He said that even good men were 

tempted and very often what one congressman saw as a special interest, 

another would see as the public interest. That being the case, he thought 



Thone - 5/5/74 10. 

that the best idea would be to establish it firmly in the public mind, 

and in the mind of every officeholder, that he could not make one single 

penny from the office ("no mickey mouse" as Charlie kept saying) and hold 

everybody responsible for that. 

26B. III do not plan to grow old in Washington. I will not stay 

here a long time. But I don't know how long that will be. I'm going 

to run hard this year. I hate to lose anything. When I go, it will be 

voluntary. I have thought about resigning from time to time--the normal 

frustrations of office. I had a fun law practice and I used to get up 

in the morning and look forward to getting down there. It gave me a 

zing. So I could go back to that--even though it might take me a time 

to build up my practice again. 1I He then talked a little bit about 

whether or not it would take him much time to build up his law practice 

and he rambled along about that. 

There was one another thing he said that was kind of interesting. 

He commented about Barber Conable. "Barber is getting much better. 

He used to be so brusque. But I can see him working at mt. He'll come 

along and say, hi, Charlie. Why two years ago he didn't even know who 

I was. • •• He's the kind of public official I'm talking about. He 

gives you that impression that there would be no mickey mouse or no 

nickel and dime with him. He's a person I would trust with my wallet. 

I could be wrong but I don't think so. He's getting a lot more attention 

nationally." It's kind of interesting that the other Republicans I go 

with comment on Barber and how he's doing in the Chamber. 


