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lines His staff reflects all this--they are totally unpredictable.
Domenici runs a pretty good committee. But my staff tells me they have trouble
with his staff. They say his staff is only interested in publicity."

We walked over to the Press Gallery where he gave a low key, don't rock
the boat, put an optimistic face, on the Polish situation--all based on a
very "factual" kind of briefing senators get on the situation.

I asked him if he could control what he did and do what he was interested
in and he said yes. I don't remember much else except: 'You can control your
time much better than you can at home. There, you have things you are obli-
gated to do and can't get out of them."

I asked about small town and pressure to conform. "In the 1960s, when the
Senate didn't have these humungus staffs and these tons of lobbyists, I suppose
there was more interest in what went on between senators--dignity, decorum,
that sort of thing. I don't think it's as true now. You have a lot of
senators who are just water boys for the interests of their states. They
aren't interested in conforming. In orientation it was said you could be one
of two types of senators, the issue oriented and the problem solver, who
handled state cases. I was insulted that they made the distinction'! This
was garbled--as is my transmission of it. I did not get a clear sense of
what he meant except that the idea of the small town has been violated by
staffs and lobbyists.

I asked about media relations. ''They are pretty good. That's because I've
always been pretty open with them. Some Senators aren't. They say, 'We've
issued a press release on that, they don't need to talk to the Senmator.' But
I'11 answer any of their questions."

He told Rich that "You go over and get the interviews set up and call me.
I hate to go up in the press gallery without anything to do and have the

reporters gang up on me. L won't go there unless I have a specific reason.
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Once I went to talk about some local issues, I don't know what; and all the
reporters jumped on me to ask abortion questions for 20 minutes. Once you're
up there, you are fair game. You could shut them off, but I won't. So I don't
go there."

He talked about the extradition case. He had stand up request to talk to
Israeli Ambassador and after onme hour talk, the Ambassador mentioned the case
to Can. "I said to Rich, find out what the other side of the question is. We
found out there was no other side. It was just part of the tilt to the Arabs
over there. 1I called the Israeli Ambassador back and asked if I should go
ahead with it. He said 'By all means.' We started on Monday and on Friday
we heard he was on his way to Israel."

Rich said he got instant gratification out of that one. Clark did it.

And Rich said "There's no doubt in the world that our intervention turned the
case around. They were going to do nothing. The guy would have gone through.
It was a perfect example of one Senator's ability to kick up a fuss and get

results."




