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accomplish a great deal on the floor. The committee is where the lobbying 

and the efforts to win votes goes on. That's the excitement of it." 

He's a bit like a guy who is just finding the legislative process and 

doesn't have a developed legislative style yet. That fits with Rich's 

description of him as a guy who played a lot of golf. He's had a taste of 

a number of issues and likes it. He's in no sense a statesman yet. But 

he could develop into a party leader someday perhaps. I'm not sure how 

intelligent he is. But he's enthusiastic. "The optimistic kid." At the 

end of the interview, he said he was going to take the family to Arizona 

for 10 days "to playa little golf, ride horseback and read." 

I asked him, after he painted his staff as non political, where he got 

his political advice. "I get it from the same people back home. Last week 

I was back and had dinner with (he named 4 or 5 people who had always been 

advisers) and breakfast with (2 more). I talk to them about once every 6 

weeks. They tell me how things look and what needs to be done." 

What are they telling you now, I asked. "It's a quiet time for me. They 

are mostly worried about the governor. They aren't worried about Lugar--unless 

the economy drops through the bottom and some article Democrat who can--and I 

doubt it--raise a lot of money." 

I aksed him about his 3 connnittees and how they are run. "Tower is a 

very effective committee chairman. He knows more about defense than anyone 

else on the committee. He knows how to delegate, but when he decides, he 

expects it to stand. I think he longs for the �d�a�~�o�f� Richard Russell 

when the Chairman could run the connnittee with an iron hand. Orrin Hatch 

is just the opposite. He is completely disorganized. There are a whole 

lot of issues before the connnittee that he really doesn't want to handle. 

He wishes they would go away. And the committee is completely split on party 
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lines His staff reflects all this--they are totally unpredichable. 

Domenici runs a pretty good committee. But my staff tells me they have trouble 

with his staff. They say his staff is only interested in publicity." 

We walked over to the Press Gallery where he gave a low key, don't rock 

the boat, put an optimistic face, on the Polish situation--all based on a 

very "factual" kind of briefing senators get on the situation. 

I asked him if he could control what he did and do what he was interested 

in and he said yes. I don't remember much else except: "You can control your 

time much better than you can at home. There, you have things you are obli-

gated to do and can't get out of them." 

I asked about small town and pressure to conform. "In the 1960s, when the 

Senate didn't have these humungus staffs and these tons of lobbyists, I suppose 

there was more interest in what went on between senators--dignity, decorum, 

that sort of thing. I don't think it's as true now. You have a lot of 

senators who are just water boys for the interests of their states. They 

aren't interested in conforming. In orientation it was said you could be one 

of two types of senators, the issue oriented and the problem solver, who 

handled state cases. I was insulted that they made the distinction'.' This 

was garbled--as is my transmission of it. I did not get a clear sense of 

what he meant except that the idea of the small town has been violated by 

staffs and lobbyists. 

I asked about media relations. "They are pretty good. That's because I've 

always been pretty open with them. Some Senators aren't. They say, 'We've 

~ issued a press release on that, they don't need to talk to the Senator.' But 

I'll answer any of their questions." 

He told Rich that "You go over and get the interviews set up and call me. 

I hate to go up in the press gallery without anything to do and have the 

reporters gang up on me. I won't go there unless I have a specific reason. 
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Once I went to talk about some local issues, I don't know what; and all the 

reporters jumped on me to ask abortion questions for 20 minutes. Once you're 

up there, you are fair game. You could shut them off, but I won't. So I don't 

go there." 

He talked about the extradition case. He had stand up request to talk to 

Israeli Ambassador and after one hour talk, the Ambassador mentioned the case 

to Can. "I said to Rich, find out what the other side of the question is. We 

found out there was no other side. It was just part of the tilt to the Arabs 

over there. I called the Israeli Ambassador back and asked if I should go 

ahead with it. He said 'By all means.' We started on Monday and on Friday 

we heard he was on his way to Israel." 

Rich said he got instant gratification out of that one. Clark did it. 

And Rich said "There's no doubt in the world that our intervention turned the 

case around. They were going to do nothing. The guy would have gone through. 

It was a perfect example of one Senator's ability to kick up a fuss and get 

results." 


