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capitol and thence to Baker's office on the second floor. They leave.
"There's a great Wynne, Arkansas story about Winthrop Rockefeller when he

was Govenor. He went to Wynne to speak to a group. He wasn't above taking a
drink or two before a speech, because he was not very confident of his
speaking ability. So by the time he got to Wynne he was a little snockered.
He got up and started to talk. Everybody called him Win, you know. Well he
got to the point where he said it was the first time he'd ever been in... been
in... been in... He couldn't remember where he was. So he turned to an aide
and whispered. Where am I? And the aide said "Wynne Wynne." And Rockefeller
shouted "I know my name. What I want to know is where am I." Great laughter.
Typical Pryor.

When we walked into the Room G211 of the Dirksen Building, ''Senators
Dining Room" (in which there are usually very few Senators) we went to a re-
served table in the back right-hand corner. As we walked by the table at
the center rear, David said to the large group sitting there "I see Oklahoma

is out in force today."

And from his seat in the left rear corner Jennings
Randolph called out "That's right, Arkansas, more Oklahoma out of here.”" A
little later in the meal, David looked over at Jennings Randolph, who was now
on the telephone. "There's old Jennings Randolph calling one of his colleagues
to wish them a happy birthday. That's Jennings' table and his seat. He's
there seven days. It used to be John McClellan's. When John died, Jennings
took it over. It's his now."

Two points--David's entrance into the diningroom was like his exit. He
travels in an envelope of good feeling. There cannot be abicer man in the

Senate. And--his appreciation of the small point about the table is another

exmple of his feeling for the Senate and some of its institutional past. You
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might say that the older Senate was like that--McClellan to Randolph.
You can't imagine Chuck Grassley or Paul Tsongas noticing such a little
thing or giving a damn.

Somewhere in our discussion of reforms I said David needed a new theory
of the Senate--one that held to the view that the Senate should be different
from the House but one which did not depend on Rule22 to underpin that
difference. ( Maybe I could construct one.)

Anyhow, he mused. 'Maybe it's too bad that Senators have to vote at
all. It might be better if we just debated the issues. We could come up
with policies butinot have to vote on them. Why should Senators have to
prove that they are fallible, that they are human.'" It was tongue in cheek,
but it was a "grope'" for a difference.

I told him the Bill Frenzel story about how he said Senators didn't
know their district and he didn't care if they ever came home, that they
should be abstract thinkers who served a term and then went off somewhere
else, no one would miss them, etc.

David replied "You hear Senaté% say: 'Congressmen are just caseworkers.
They handle social security problems and veterans checks. They have to be
around every weekend--among the great unwashed. They are no different from
city councilmen." He chuckled.

When we talked about potential leaders, I noted that none of the
people he mentioned talked much. '"They aren't the talkers. They are, more

the students of the Senate.'




