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Obey - 5/17/74 18. 

23. & 23A. He said that it would not hurt him to cut back his 

visits to the district. He said "This year it isn't that helpful to be 

home that much. When impeachment is on the House floor and even when 

it's in the Senate I won't go home. People would want to know why I 

wasoome when impeachment was going on in Washington." He said "I go in 

spurts" and when he goes he tries to cover everything in a given area. 

He then commented on his campaign experience in terms of boring 

people. "If you get into a community 3 times in six weeks, they begin 

to get bored by it. I noticed this in my 1970 campaign. At the end, 

the crowds began to falloff like crazy. When you've seen Obey once, 

why go out to see him again." 

I asked him whether he didn't see the same people again and again. 
his 

He distinguished between/1970 and his 1972 strategy. "In 1970, I geared 

,\Y' into the people who were the arms and legs of the campaign--the people 
l; 

who were already strongly committed. I was trying to keep my coalition 

going, not trying to add to it. Now I try to go in for non-party gDvups 

more. I try to get people I haven't talked to before." 

24. Did not ask - had answered earlier. 

25. Did not ask. 

26:6. Regarding his possible race for the Senate. "I've thought 

about it a lot, but it would be impractical. In the first place, it's 

my nature. I don't have a very exciting political style. It's the inside 

things that turn rndl0n. I can't generate the kind of press that someone 
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26B. (cont.) Les Aspin does--and on motherhood issues. In the 

second place, I come from the wrong part of the state. In order to be 

successful in a primary, you have to fall within the Milwaukee TV area. 

The way the media breaks, I wouldn't stand a chance of a snowball in hell 

against somebody in that area like Aspin. He's on Milwaukee TV all the 

time; I'm on maybe twice a week. I'd lose 3 to 1 against him. Also 

I think you've got a lot more political problems as a Senator. You can 

always find a high-class candiaate to BUn against a Senator and you can 

always raise money for him." 

As we were sitting around talking afterwards, he returned to the 

subject of ques. 23. He said that he was going home every other weekend 

now and he also said that "Larry Dahl and Bob Jauch have been holding 

office hours in every county seat once a month. So I have laid off going 

home this year to play up the office hours. I want to get people thinking 

that way. And it's been a big success. After one meeting, Larry sent 

in 22 cases--social security, veteran's problems, things like that. When 

they went to Ladysmith, he said they were standing in line down the hall." 

His point was that he wanted to play up the idea of office hours and that 

if people thought that he was going to be around, they might not think in 

terms of the office hours. 

I asked him a little about the upcoming election, which has the 

filing date in July I believe. I asked him if he wanted an opponent or not. 

since no opponent has surfaced as yet. He said that "I'd rather not have 

an opponent. If you have a weak opponent, and you beat hell out of him 
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you're likely to lose your organization. Next time, it's very hard to 

eev up the organization. But if you have no opponent, then when you do 

have an opponent you can say 'This time we've got an opponent' and you 

can rev up the organization and get it to work." He also said he was 

quite sure he would get an opponent because he said, "You can always 

raise $25,000 in this district for a Republican." And he noted that 

when Mel Laird was in Congress, it was very hard to raise money to run 

against him. "Sometimes we couldn't get $5,000 together for an opponent 

to run against Laird." 

He then talked about the campaign strategy he would follow. He 

said he thought he would spend about $25,000 and that he would run mostly 

to help assembly candidates in his area. He said his main device would 

be to have receptions. The idea is to get 40 or 50 women in a community 

to run a reception for people to come and meet Dave and his wife. Each 

I;. wo~n invites ten friends. He had found that to be very successful in 
1// 

I . the past. "Hell, in little Clintonville, in Wapauca County, we had 400 
. 9/ 

\ .( ~ 
1 / 

people. We get some tremendous crowds and a lot of new people. We have 

1\ ~ a reception line and I make a small speech. If the local candidate is 
~'('I 

~ ~ there, he makes a speech too. It's a very social event, lots of joking 
\\. {-' ~, 
V'I 'f' 

\r ~'f and very easy. It's the most effective thing I can do as an incumbent. 

~~! 
~¥ You are there in the local community, it is well covered in the newspaper, 

and people talk about it for days. These receptions--for invitations for 

the hall and for the refreshments will cost us about six to seven thousand 

dollars." 
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I never did ask him about his most trusted advisors because I 

think I know who they are. He mentioned Gerry Madison. He also men­

tioned Louie Hanson as a man, or the other man, who knew the district 

well. He said Larry Dahl knew the farm areas very well. He mentioned 

Tony Earl who is running for District Attorney in the Democratic Primary 

and how he had helped him. 

We ended with him giving me his itineraries and making comments 

about various meetings which I shall never remember. He also told a 

bunch of stories about the poor quality of local leadership in some of 

the small communities. 

The real difficulty with this interview was simply that I could 

not get Dave to make the distinction between his voters and his strong 

supporters. For him, the primary constituency and the reelection con­

stituency are coterminous. 

End of Obey interview. 


