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Gay Alliance hosts 
forum on bullying 
By Susan Jordan 

The suicide of 14-year-old 
J amey Rodemeyer of Williams
ville North High School near 
Buffalo, after years of being 
bullied in his middle school, 
horrified the entire nation 
in September and has led to 
renewed public concern about 
youth suicide prevention. The 
Gay Alliance hosted a forum on 
bullying in schools on Oct. 3 at 
the GAGV Youth Center. 

The informational meeting 
drew around 35 people, includ
ing several middle school admin
istrators. 

Jessica Cohen, Gay Alliance 
Youth Services Coordinator, and 
Kevin Coffey, a doctor of social 
work at Strong Health who helps 
the Youth Program and whose 
doctoral thesis was on suicidal 
risk in LGBT youth, facilitated. 

Among those attending were 
three members of the Brighton 
school district, including Super
intendent Mike Molloy; a rep
resentative of the City School 
District, and the librarian from 
Greece Arcadia, who is the new 
advisor for the school's Gay 
Straight Alliance (GSA). Also 
present were GAGV Executive 
Director Sue Cowell, a gay par
ent, the mother of a bullied stu
dent and her family, teachers and 
several Youth Group and GAGV 
volunteers, among others. 

Sue Cowell has now been 
asked to join the Greece Central 
School District Committee on 
Excellence and Equity. 

Kevin Coffey introduced the 
topic by saying, "Bullying has 
been around forever, but because 
of electronic media, ways of bul
lying have multiplied and types 
of bullying have changed .... 
LGBT youth are at more risk. 
They are often blamed for the 

(Bullying continues page 7) 

Celebration, rally 
honor Trans Day of 
Remembrance 
By Alden Bashaw, Western 
New York Organizer for the 
Empire State Pride Agenda 

The Rochester Transgender 
Equality and Justice Coalition, a 
collaborative group of individu
als and organizations working 
to achieve transgender equality 
in New York State, has orga
nized a Celebration of Life and 
Rally hosted by the Gay Alliance 
of the Genesee Valley, located 
at the Auditorium Center, 875 
East Main St. in Rochester, on 
Tuesday, Nov. 15, in recognition 
of Transgender Day of Remem
brance (Nov. 20). 

The event will be held in the 
Tea Room on the fourth floor of 
the Center from 6-8 p.m. 

Transgender New Yorkers 
have been a rich, vibrant part 
of the LGBT community with 
deep involvement in our fight 
for equality and justice dating 
back to Stonewall. The Celebra
tion of Life and Rally will rec
ognize the lives of the many 
transgender individuals who 
bravely faced transphobia to live 

(Celebration continues page 7) 
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Called a "Solidarity March," well over 15,000 people paraded from Worth St. and Broadway to 
Foley Square in lower Manhattan on Oct. 5. Photo: Ove Overmyer 

Occupy Wall Street changes society's 
consciousness: Local viewpoints 
By LaurAfcSpadden 

On Sept. 17, an estimated 
100 to 200 people set up camp 
in Manhattan's Zuccotti Park: 
Occupy Wall Street had begun. 
These campers were joined dur
ing the daytime by many others, 
orchestrating marches of approx
imately 1,000 people through 
the streets of New York City. 

As of Empty Closet press 
time, they have not left, and 
their numbers have only grown. 
In addition to the daily marches 
and growing number of par
ticipants at Zuccotti Park (now 
referred to as Liberty Plaza, the 
park's previous name), occu
pations have spread: there are 
now an estimated 1,500 Occu
py locations worldwide, loose
ly identifying as the "Occupy 
Together" movement: there is 
also an Occupy Rochester move
ment, which meets from 4-6 
p.m. every weekday at the Lib
erty Pole. 

In addition to participating 
in the local Occupation, several 
members of Rochester's LGBT 
communities have traveled to 
New York City to see where it 
all began, lend their voices and 
their energy, and experience for 
themselves what, exactly, is hap
pening in Liberty Plaza. 

Although the Occupation 
was mostly ignored by the main
stream media for the first two 
weeks, the story was picked up 
on Oct. 1, when over 700 of 
the protesters were arrested on 
Brooklyn Bridge for blocking 

Photo: Laur McSpadden 

traffic. Unfortunately, the cov
erage by corporate media was 
largely been surface-level and 
dismissive, at least at first. 

"The Occupy Wall Streetl 
Occupy Together movement 
could possibly be one of the 
defining moments in contempo
rary American political history," 
said Ove Overmyer, Rochester 
resident and Empty Closet staff 
reporter, who was at Liberty 
Plaza from Oct. 2 through Oct. 
7. "Mainstream media is doing a 
disservice to the American pub
lic by not accurately reporting 
on this truly organic grassroots 
movement." 

"We all have a responsibil
ity to ourselves and our loved 
ones to define this debate on 
our own terms," he continued. 

"We should not let others define 
who we are and our message. 
The same multi-national corpo
rations and banks average folk 
are railing against are exactly 
the same people who are trying 
to maintain the unsustainable 
status quo." 

The Occupation was inspired 
by the journal Adbusters, which 
called for a non-violent occupa
tion of Wall Street to protest 
several specific concerns: cor
porate influence on American 
politics, the "Citizen United" 
ruling that awarded corpora
tions the same rights as people, 
the fact that no one was pros
ecuted or held legally account
able following the banking crisis 
of 2007/2008, and the grow-

(Occupy continues page 3) 

Inside 
Section A 
Newsfronts ................................... 4 
Interview: Bruce E. Smail .............. 6 
Opinion ........................................ 17 
Making The Scene ...................... 18 

Section B 
Entertainment: 

ImageOut de-briefing ................... 1 
Columnists .................................... 5 
GAGV News: Youth ..................... 10 
Groups ........................................ 13 
Ongoing Calendar ..................... 14 
Calendar ...................................... 15 
Classifieds .................................. 15 



2 A THE EMPTY CLOSET • THE GAY ALLIANCE OF THE GENESEE VALLEY. NUMBER 451 • NOVEMBER 2011 

FROM TH 
Empty Closet Editor 
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The Thanksgiving 
Address 

Most Americans are familiar 
with the story of the Pilgrims' 
Thanksgiving, which includes 
mention of Native Americans 
who brought corn, venison and 
turkey to the starving English 
colonists in the 17th century. 
They have heard less about how 
those colonists went on to mas
sacre their benefactors. 

Most white Americans have 
also never heard about the other 
Thanksgiving - the one in the 
traditional culture of the Iro
quois. 

The "Iroquois" are really 
the Six Nations Confederacy, 
or the Haudenosaunee, People 
of the Longhouse. The Sen
eca, or Onondowaga, occupy 
the Genesee Valley and WNY; 
to the east are the Onondaga 
(Syracuse area) and further east 
the Mohawk, while the smaller 
nations of Cayuga, Oneida and 
Tuscarora make Six Nations in 
all. 

Once torn by a terrible civil 
war, the Six Nations made peace 
under the guidance of the Peace
maker, an Enlightened Teacher, 
with the help of Jikonsesah, the 
Mother of Nations, who is bur
ied at Ganondagan (outside Vic
tor) - the Seneca town burned by 
the French in 1687, now a NYS 
historic site. The warriors tossed 
their weapons under the roots of 
the sacred White Pine, the Tree 
of Peace, where the underground 
waters carried them away. Since 
that time, the Haudenosaunee 

Many things 

CAMPUSOUT 

Library8e 
Archives 

have created a culture based on 
the Great Law of Peace. 

The Thanksgiving Address 
("The Words That Come Before 
All Others") is a prayer that 
thanks every aspect of Creation. 
It is given at the start of any 
kind of gathering. In the Sen
eca and Mohawk languages the 
full prayer may take two hours 
to recite. The English version is 
much shorter. The late Mohawk 
Chief Jake Swamp (Tekaroni
anekon) felt that this prayer 
should be spread all over the 
world. 

The Address speaks of har
mony with nature, each other 
and all living things, and thanks 
The People, The Earth Moth
er, The Waters, The Fish, The 
Plants, The Medicine Herbs, 
The Animals, The Trees, The 
Birds, The Four Winds, The 
Grandfather Thunders, Our 
Eldest Brother The Sun, Our 
Grandmother Moon, The Stars, 
The Enlightened Teachers and 
The Creator. The refrain after 
each section is "Now our minds 

" are one. 
You can hear this prayer 

given at the Treaty Day ceremo
ny on Nov. 11 in Canandaigua, 
when Haudenosaunee people 
and their friends come together 
to observe the signing of the 
1794 Treaty with the U.S. gov
ernment. The ceremony takes 
place at Treaty Rock in front 
of the Canandaigua courthouse, 
following a parade and before 
dinner at a local school. 

For copies of the Thanksgiv
ing Address, a booklet printed 
in English and Mohawk, write 
to The Thanksgiving Address 
Fund, care of Tracking Project, 
PO Box 266, Corrales, New 
Mexico, 87048-8788, or pur
chase copies at the gift shop at 
Ganondagan. 

The prayer is being translated 
into many languages, and hope
fully Chief Jake Swamp's dream 
will come true and the Haude
nosaunee tradition of peace and 
harmony with nature will help 
to save our troubled world. 

See you in Canandaigua on 
Nov. 11. . 
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Gay Alliance 
Receives $15,000 
Grant From The 
Joseph And Irene 
Skalny Charitable 
Trust 

I am pleased to announce 
that the Gay Alliance of the 
Genesee Valley has been award
ed a $15,000 grant from the 
Joseph and Irene Skalny Chari
table Trust for 2011. 

This is a timely show of sup
port, as the effects of anti-gay 
bullying and heterosexism upon 
youth are now undeniable. The 
recent passage of the Dignity 
for All Students Act has cre
ated a need in area schools for 
increased diversity awareness 
and greater information regard
ing how to skillfully respond 
to situations of bullying and 
homophobia, directed towards 
students who identify as or who 
are perceived to be lesbian, gay, 
bisexual or transgender. This 
grant will be invaluable not 
only to the Gay Alliance, but 
to the entire Greater Rochester 
community. 

There are bright spots in 
the work we do addressing bul
lying. Our recent open forum 
on bullying in schools attract
ed 35 attendees, including the 
Superintendent of the Brigh
ton School District with his 
leadership team. The next day 
I received a letter from the 
Greece School District inviting 
me to join the Greece Central 

------
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School District Committee on 
Excellence and Equity. Their 
goal is to create greater partner
ships within the community to 
address these issues. 

The $15,000 grant is in 
memory of Joseph and Irene 
Skalny, philanthropists who 
were dedicated to causes relat
ing to education and youth. 
In 2010, the Trust awarded a 
$5,000 grant to the Gay Alli
ance, which was used in part to 
develop curriculum for provider 
trainings and youth leadership 
teams. 

This year, the Gay Alli
ance is proud that the trust 
has recognized the Alliance's 
achievements by awarding a 
long-term objectives grant, 
which will enable the Alli
ance to continue and expand 
trainings and programming 
for youth leadership teams and 
youth service providers. 

It will also enable youth 
to write and produce a short 
film on the current climate for 
LGBT youth, which will be 
used as part of InQueery train
ing at the Gay Alliance. 

In addition, the grant will 
enable the youth team to 
write and publish pocket-sized 
resource guides on such topics 
as "How to Be an Ally," "Young 
and Gay in Western New York," 
and "Young and Trans in West
ern New York." 

The grant funds will also 
enable the Youth Program to 
create a brief Public Service 
Announcement to distribute to 
secondary schools. 

Furthermore, the grant will 
provide training to the City of 
Rochester Recreation Centers, 
School Districts and youth serv
ing agencies to assist in policy 
development, establish ongoing 
training and create opportuni
ties to develop youth leadership. 

This generous grant will be 
instrumental in expanding the 
Gay Alliance's life-saving advo
cacy work and services for les
bian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
questioning and allied youth 
throughout the Greater Roch
ester area . • 
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The Empty Closet is published 
by the Gay Alliance of the Genesee Valley 
875 E. Main Street, Suite 500 
Rochester, New York 14605 
© 2011, All rights reserved. 

Editor·in·Chief: Susan Jordan 
Staff Reporters: Ove Overmyer, Laur 
McSpadden 
Graphic Design: Jim Anderson 
Staff Photographer: Jim Wilkins 

Advertising policy: 
The Empty Closet does not print advertise
ments that contain nude drawings or pho
tographs, nor does it print advertising that 
states that the person pictured in the ad is 
for sale, or that you will "get" that particular 
person if you patronize the establishment 
advertised. Advertisements that are explicitly 
racist, sexist, ageist, ableist or homophobic 
will be refused: advertisements from organi
zations that are sexist, racist, ageist, ableist 
or anti-gay will also be refused. All politi
cal advertisements must contain information 
about who placed them and a method of 
contact. Additionally, The Empty Closet does 
not print negative or "attack" advertisements, 
whether they relate to a product or politics 
and no matter in whose interest the ad is 
being produced. A negative advertisement 
is defined as one that focuses upon a rival 
product, or in the political area, a rival elec
tion candidate or party, in order to point out 
supposed flaws and to persuade the pub
lic not to buy it (or vote for him or her). The 
Empty Closet maintains, within legal bound
aries, neutrality regarding products, political 
candidates and parties. However, "attack" 
ads that fail to provide undisputable evidence 
that the information in the ad is true do not 
further in any way the objectives and poli
cies of the Gay Alliance or The Empty Closet, 
including the primary tenet that The Empty 
Closet's purpose is to inform the Rochester 
gay community and to provide an impartial 
forum for ideas. 

Submissions: 
For publication, submit news items, ads, 
photos, letters, stories, poetry, ads, pho
tographs or art by mail or in person to The 
Empty Closet office by the 15th of the month. 
Design services for non-camera ready ads 
are available for a fee. (www.emptycloset@ 
gagv.us) 

Publication Information: 
The Empty Closet is published 11 times a 
year (December and January combined) by 
The Empty Closet Press for the Gay Alliance 
of the Genesee Valley, Inc. Approximately 
5000 copies of each issue are distributed 
during the first week of the month, some by 
mail in a plain sealed envelope. The pub
lication of the name or photograph of any 
person or organization in articles is not an 
indication of the sexual or affectional orien
tation of that person or the members of that 
organization. For further information, please 
write to The Empty Closet, 875 E. Main St., 
Rochester NY. 14605, call (585) 244-9030 
or e-mail emptycloset@gagv.us. 

The Empty Closet is the official publi
cation of the Gay Alliance of the Genesee 
Valley, Inc., as stated in the bylaws of that 
organization. Its purpose is to inform the 
Rochester gay community about local and 
national gay-related news and events: to 
provide a forum for ideas and creative work 
from the local gay community: to help pro
mote leadership within the community, and 
to be a part of a national network of lesbian 
and gay publications that exchange ideas 
and seek to educate. 

Part of our purpose is to maintain a 
middle position with respect to the entire 
community. We must be careful to present 
all viewpoints in a way that takes into con
sideration the views of all - women, men, 
people of color, young and old, and those 
from various walks of life. 

The opinions of columnists, editorial writ
ers and other contributing writers are their 
own and do not necessarily reflect the col
lective attitude of the Gay Alliance of the 
Genesee Valley or The Empty Closet. The 
Empty Closet shall not be liable for any loss 
or expense that results from the publication 
(whether correctly or incorrectly) or omis
sion of an ad. In the event of non-payment, 
your account may be assigned to a collec
tion agency or an attorney, and will be liable 
for the charges paid by us to such collection 
agency or attorney. 

Letters to the editor: 
The opinions of columnists, editorial writers 
and other contributing writers are their own 
and do not necessarily reflect the collective 
attitude of the Gay Alliance of the Genesee 
Valley or The Empty Closet. We will print let
ters at the editor's discretion and on a space 
available basis. Only one letter by the same 
writer in a six-month period is allowed. We 
will not print personal attacks on individuals, 
nor will we be a forum for ongoing disputes 
between individuals. We reserve the right 
to edit for space and clarity. We will print 
anonymous letters if the name and phone 
number are provided to the Editor: confi
dentiality will be respected. Submissions are 
due by the 15th of the month at: The Empty 
Closet, 875 E. Main Street, Suite 500, Roch
ester, NY 14605: e-mail: emptycloset@gagv. 
us. Online edition of EC available at www. 
gayalliance.org. 
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(Occupy from page 1) 
ing economic disparity within 
America. Although the idea was 
promoted within the journal, 
no entities or individuals are in 
charge of the protests (unlike the 
Tea Party, which was started and 
promoted by Fox News, Dick 
Armey and Republican conser
vatives, and only then became 
" ") grassroots . 

Decisions are made by a 
communal "General Assembly," 
which convenes twice daily and 
provides a forum for participants 
to voice concerns, share their 
passion, and bring forth impor
tant questions that need to be 
addressed to the community. 

One significant aspect of the 
movement is that, although it is 
not an overtly LGBT cause, it 
honors and brings light to the 
importance of LGBT equality. 
The "Declaration of the Occu
pation of New York City," a 
statement accepted by the Gen
eral Assembly at Liberty Plaza, 
asserts that corporations "have 
perpetuated inequality and dis
crimination in the workplace 
based on age, the color of one's 
skin, sex, gender identity and 
sexual orientation," and that 
"the future of the human race 
requires the cooperation of its 
members;. . . our system must 
protect our rights, and upon cor
ruption of that system, it is up to 
the individuals to protect their 
own rights, and those of their 
neighbors." 

"'Finally!' was the word that 
came to mind when I first heard 
of Occupy Wall Street," said 
Rochester resident Anne Tischer, 
who went to Liberty Plaza with 
her wife, Bess Watts. "It's about 
time working people reacted to 
the gross abuses being heaped 
on them by the financial fat cats 
manipulating our political and 
economic systems." 

The most commonly voiced 
complaint about the Occupy 
Together movement that is heard 
in the mainstream media is that 
their purpose and demands are 
not clear enough. But many of 
the protesters assert that this is 
a red herring. The fact is, they 
say, the problems that are con
fronting us are complex, but 
they all have common roots: too 
much influence by corporations 
on our governmental systems, 
an unfair tax system that favors 
the rich, and extreme disparity 
in financial resources between 
the richest 1 % of people and the 
remaining 99%. 

"It is not hard for anyone to 
do the math if they pay atten
tion," Tischer said. "Corporate 
personhood is destroying our 
way of life and our democra
cy, and Occupy Wall Street is 
the first significant pushback to 
something that has been danger
ously growing for many years. 

"Today the common good 
is being sacrificed for corporate 
profits and the people's voice 
is lost," she continued. "Bad 
enough that corporate lobbyists 
are steering legislative decisions 
on things like health care, educa
tion policies, military spending, 
environmental policy, job-kill
ing free trade agreements, finan
cial regulation and media outlet 
control; the truly frightening 
aspect is that the financial elite 
are attempting to take perma
nent control of our government. 
What we are witnessing is the 
growth of American fascism: 
government by the rich/for the 

(Occupy continues page 8) 
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0-1 members: a time to celebrate. 

Dignity Integrity: 
celebrating 36 
years of faith in 
Rochester 
By Lora Thody 

Dignity-Integrity Rochester 
(http://di-rochester.org) is a 
small faith community of lesbi
an, gay, bisexual, transgender 
and intersexed persons of faith, 
together with families and 
friends who call D-I home. 

Established in 1975 as a place 
where persons of faith could 
feel at home, welcomed and 
affirmed, D-I meets and has ser
vices at St. Luke and St. Simon 
Cyrene Church at Fitzhugh 
and Broad Street in downtown 
Rochester. When D-I was estab
lished, neither the Catholic nor 
Episcopal churches welcomed 
GLBT members or provided a 
way for them to worship openly. 
Since that time, the Episcopal 
church has opened its doors to 
all who wish to worship and D-I 
has members who attend servic
es both with the D-I group and 
at their local church. 

Celebrating its 36th anniver
sary in October, D-I was the first 
combined chapter of the nation
al organizations of Dignity/USA 
(www.dignityusa.org), a pro
gressive national law movement 
supporting GLBT Catholics 
and their families and friends, 
and Integrity, Inc. (www.integ
rityusa.org), a leading grassroots 
organization seeking full inclu
sion and equal access in the 
Episcopal church. 

There were at one time 
five such combined organiza
tions, but the Rochester chapter 
remains the only enduring one. 
While unaffiliated with either 
of the church organizations, 
D-I maintains special relation
ships with an array of Episcopal 
priests from the area who act as 
presiders and homilists on the 
first Sunday of each month. 

The second Sunday has the 
liturgy in the Roman Catholic 
tradition, led by a layperson, 
while the third Sunday is a quiet 
Episcopal Eucharist followed by 
a coffee hour and the fourth 
Sunday is a short service fol
lowed by a potluck dinner. 

Currently holding steady at 
15 to 20 core members, some of 
whom have been with the group 
since it began, the group once 
reached well over 100 persons 
each week and has spawned a 
number of related organizations, 
such as PFLAG and Fortunate 
Families. 

nity and present as a community 
(which) welcomes you on your 
own terms. A place for people to 
feel supported in their journey." 

While the organization is 
largely made up of GLBT Cath
olics and Episcopalians, it's not 
necessary to be either to share 
their message of faith and sup
port. The organization sup
ports others in our community 
through its relationships with 
local charitable organizations. 

D-I also has had a float in the 
Pride Parade in prior years. This 
year some members marched 
with the D-I banner and were 
accompanied by Bishop Prince 
Singh of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Rochester. The organization 
serves its members by providing 
support and friendship and new 
members are welcome at wor
ship services, community activi
ties and coffee hours. 

Additional details about ser
vices, special events and con
tacting members of D-I can be 
found on their website (http:// 
di-rochester.org), by calling 
585.234.5092 or bye-mail to 
info@di-rochester.org. The 
information is also available in 
The Empty Closet Groups sec
tion and the monthly calendar. 

GAGV Libraryl 
Archives receives 
Xerox funding 
By Susan Jordan 

The Gay Alliance Library and 
Archives will receive funding in 
early 2012 from XCIP (Xerox 
Community Involvement Pro
gram) to replace old bookcases 
with sturdy new ones. This will 
also enable Library/Archive vol
unteers to complete other tasks, 
which will ultimately help to get 
the standardized online catalogue 
needed for the GAGY Library 
to be browsed on World Cat, the 
global listing of libraries which 
anyone can access. 

The Empty Closet spoke with 
volunteer Jeff Fowler, who is part 

of the Library leadership team, 
about the collection and what 
the funding will help the Alli
ance to do. In September, Jeff 
applied for funding from XCIP, 
which was quickly approved. 

Jeff was familiar with XCIP, 
which is under the Xerox Foun
dation, because he is a Xerox 
employee and a member of 
Galaxe, the company's LGBT 
employee group. XCIP funds 
projects for which Xerox employ
ees volunteer to benefit non
profits. Jeff said, "The key that 
made this an appropriate appli
cation for XCIP was that we 
needed a dozen or more sturdy 
bookcases. If we could get many 
bookcases at once, we'd have a 
massive project in moving all the 
books -- a volunteer opportunity 
for Xerox employees." 

Jeff said that the funding 
should arrive in January and the 
installation of new bookcases will 
probably take place in February 
or March. He said, "While the 
books are off the shelves, we can 
add spine labels, which will make 
browsing the shelves easier. The 
second thing we'll be doing is 
moving from the Dewey decimal 
system to the Library of Congress 
system, and we see this as related 
to getting the standardized online 
catalogue that can be browsed in 
WorldCat. This means people can 
be looking for a certain book and 
find it in our library without even 
knowing that we exist. That's now 
a medium-term goal instead of a 
long-term goal." 

Jeff sought Xerox employ
ees willing to volunteer for the 
work day and received a good 
response. Other Library volun
teers will also be involved in the 
project. He said, "We'll come 
out of this with nice-looking, 
sturdy shelves that will serve us 
well for years, and also we will 
have spine labels and the Library 
of Congress system, and we'll be 
able to do all this in one day." 

Gerry Szymanski of the 
Sibley Library at the Eastman 
School and Tara Winner of The 
Strong's Brian Sutton-Smith 
Library and Archives of Play are 
the other members of the leader
ship team. Jeff says, "They are 
both professionals who know 
how a library works." 

He added, "One question we 
got from XCIP was, what are 
you doing to put yourselves out 
there. I realized we've done a lot 
- we had a presence at the Pride 
Parade, Festival and Picnic this 
year, we have open houses once 
or twice a year which include 
local authors, we have a page on 
the GAGY website and we have 
a Facebook page." 

The Library, which is locat
ed next to the Youth Center of 
the first floor of the Audito
rium Center, 875 E. Main St., 
currently includes 5,000 titles, 
300 videos, and over 1,000 peri
odicals, including early copies 
of "One" and "The Ladder". 

The Library accumulated at the 
Gay Alliance over 40 years, and 
includes some rare books such 
as Bi-Sexual Love, an academic 
work dating to 1933, the cover 
of which states, "Sale restricted 
to the Medical and Legal Profes
sions and to students of Psychol
ogy and Sociology." 

While some new releases and 
current periodicals are added via 
donations from individuals and 
from the website LibraryThing, 
Jeff says that the GAGY Library 
is not the place to go for the lat
est copy of The Advocate or the 
new books of 2011. "Part of why 
we're here is we have a record 
of these early perceptions of the 
ways gay people communicated 
with each other, sometimes in 
very coded ways, and also per
ceptions of LGBT people and 
behaviors as seen by the 'experts' 
in the society of the time. We 
hang on to this kind of thing to 
tell part of our story. 

"In addition to people doing 
research, we have patrons who 
come in for personal reference 
or entertainment. It makes a 
big difference that we have this 
concentration of materials that 
speak to the LGBT experience." 

LibraryThing is a social net
working site built around books. 
Jeff researched such sites and 
decided that LibraryThing was 
the right site for the GAGY 
Library. "It has most of the fea
tures one would want from an 
online library cataloguing sys
tem," he said. "Plus there are 
some features one wouldn't 
expect. You can get a new book 
and type in the ISBN number, 
or just the title, and you can 
find it in the database, and all 
the info is there and doesn't have 
to be typed in. It also has cover 
art for the books. We used that 
to find Dewey numbers and 
keep track of what we had. So 
in a matter of months we had 
everything sorted on the shelves 
to make them more browsable." 

LibraryThing sends new 
books in return for brief reviews, 
which are posted on the site. 

GAGY Library hours are 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 
6-8 p.m. and Sundays from 3-5 
p.m. People who are interested 
in volunteering for the Library 
should contact Jeanne Gainsburg 
at jeanneg@gayalliance.org. 

Proposed NYS 
bill would include 
"cyberbullying" 

The New York Senate may 
have new legislation on bully
ing to consider soon, due to the 
renewed concern sparked by bul
lying victim Jamey Rodemeyer's 
tragic suicide in September. Sen
ator Jeff Klein (D-Bronx) and 
other members of the Senate 
Independent Democratic Con
ference are hoping to introduce 
legislation that would include 

(NYS bill continues page 10) 

The Reverend Carolyn Lum
bard sees the goal of D-I as being 
present, "present in the commu- The Gay Alliance Library. New bookcases are coming soon! Photo: Jeff Fowler 
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Rev. Scott Anderson 

Presbyterian church 
ordains first openly gay 
minister, Scott Anderson 

The Presbyterian Church USA has 
ordained its first openly gay minister. 

On Oct. 8, Scott Anderson, of Madi
son, Wise., became the first openly gay 
minister ordained by the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. since the denomination 
amended its constitution this year to 
allow ordination of openly LGBT min
isters. 

The ceremony at Covenant Presby
terian Church was called a watershed 
moment in the life of the denomination. 
It was also the culmination of one man's 
deeply personal spiritual journey. 

"I have felt a call from God to serve as 
a parish pastor since I was a sophomore in 
high school," said Anderson, 56, a near
lifelong Presbyterian who has spent the 
last eight years as executive director of the 
Wisconsin Council of Churches. "When 
I came out and left the ministry, I never 
thought in my lifetime this day would 
come," he told the Journal-Sentinel. "This 
has been 20 years of God surprising me, 
really." 

Anderson was ordained by the John 
Knox Presbytery, which consists of 60 
congregations in Iowa, Minnesota, and 
Wisconsin. 

ACLU helps student 
assaulted by principal 
for GSA t-shirt 

A 17-year-old senior at Sequoyah High 
School in Madisonville, Tenn. was report
edly shoved, bumped in the chest and ver
bally harassed by his principal for wearing 
a T-shirt in support of efforts to estab-

lish a gay-straight alliance (GSA) club on 
campus. 

In response, the American Civil Lib
erties Union and the ACLU of Tennessee 
sent a letter to the school district on Oct. 
4 demanding that students' rights to free 
speech be protected in the classroom. 

The ACLU has been assisting the stu
dent, Chris Sigler, in his and other stu
dents' efforts to overcome resistance from 
school officials to establish a GSA. Princi
pal Maurice Moser had previously threat
ened to punish students who circulated 
petitions about the club. 

"It is totally unacceptable that a young 
man who was peacefully exercising his 
First Amendment rights would have his 
speech shut down by the public school 
principal," said Hedy Weinberg, execu
tive director of the ACLU of Tennessee. 
"Last week's incident clearly illustrates 
the hostile environment LGBT students 
face at Sequoyah High School. Given this 
context, it's especially important that sup
portive voices like Sigler's can be heard in 
order to overcome the school's resistance 
to a GSA." 

Sigler wore a homemade T-shirt to 
school on Sept. 27 that said "GSA: We've 
Got Your Back." A teacher ordered Sigler 
to cover up the shirt in the future. Sigler, 
knowing he had a right to wear the shirt, 
wore it again Sept. 30, and resisted an 
order to remove the shirt. Sigler says that 
Moser then ordered all students out of the 
classroom, except for Sigler's sister Jessica, 
who refused to leave. According to both 
students, Moser then grabbed Sigler's 
arm, shoved him, and chest-bumped him 
repeatedly while asking "Who's the big 
man now?" 

Sigler's mother reported that when 
she arrived at the school, she saw her son 
seated in a desk with Moser leaning over 
him and shouting in Sigler's face. The 
Siglers filed a report about the incident 
that afternoon with the Monroe County 
Police Department. 

''All I want is to have a GSA at my 
school to help stop the bullying against 
gays and lesbians and their friends who 
support them," Sigler said. "The shirt was 
a way to use my voice and show my sup
port for the club. The way I was treated 
shows even more why we need a GSA 
here." 

''All students deserve a safe and 
respectful learning environment. Harass
ment, abuse or censorship of any stu
dent - regardless of sexual orientation 
- is absolutely reprehensible as well as 
illegal," said Amanda Goad, staff attor
ney with the ACLU Lesbian Gay Bisexual 
and Transgender Project. "We expect the 
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police to investigate this quickly and fair
ly, and take statements from all witnesses 
who were present." 

UPDATE: Oct. 26: The school has 
now approved GSA t-shirts, but has still 
not allowed the club to form. 

Boehner blows $1.5 
million on attorneys for 
DOMA defense 

House Speaker John Boehner origi
nally entered into a contract with private 
attorneys to defend the anti-gay Defense 
of Marriage Act (DOMA) in court with a 
cap of legal fees at $500,000. A new con
tract that was revealed Oct. 4 increases 
that amount to $1.5 million. 

Human Rights Campaign President 
Joe Solmonese issued the following state
ment: "There seems to be no limit to how 
much taxpayer money the House Repub
lican leadership is willing to spend to keep 
this discriminatory law on the books. At 
a time when budgeting is the watchword 
in Washington, Americans will be rightly 
aghast at this boondoggle for right-wing 
lawyers. The Defense of Marriage Act 
singles out same-sex couples for unfair 
treatment and no amount of money can 
overcome the fact that it flies in the face of 
our cherished constitutional principles." 

Evan Wolfson, founder and President 
of Freedom to Marry, said, ''At a time 
when Americans are struggling through 
one of the worst economies in our nation's 
history, it is shameful that House Repub
licans are now tripling the spending of tax 
dollars -- including those of gay and lesbi
an Americans -- to defend a discriminato
ry anti-gay law that makes it even harder 
for committed gay and lesbian couples to 
take care of and protect their loved ones. 
The so-called Defense of Marriage Act is 
indefensible, and wasting tax dollars on 
perpetuating discrimination is unconscio
nable." 

Bullied Ottawa teen 
commits suicide 

Gay 15-year-old Ottawa, Canada teen 
Jamie Hubley killed himself on Oct. 14. 
Bullying was apparently to blame, the 
Ottawa Citizen reports. 

And like the late J amey Rodemeyer, 
Hubley documented much of what hap
pened to him online: 

Jamie Hubley documented the final 
month of his life in heartbreaking and 
painful detail. 

The 15-year-old boy, a son of Kanata 
South Councillor Allan Hubley and his 
wife, Wendy Barber, kept a blog in which 
he wrote openly of his struggles with 
depression and the challenges of being an 
openly gay teenager. 

Like Rodemeyer, he cited pop stars 
he loved and made videos on a YouTube 
channel. 

The paper adds: 
A gifted actor and singer - he loved 

Lady Gaga, Adele and Katy Perry, and 
posted numerous videos of himself sing-

ing on his personal YouTube channel 
- Jamie wrote a month ago that he was 
looking forward to taking dance lessons 
this winter. "Something to look forward 
to," he wrote. But he also wrote of his 
sadness and despair, about being called 
a "fag." 

In a post three weeks ago, he said he 
was depressed, that medications he was 
taking weren't working, and that being 
gay in high school was so hard - a thou
sand times harder in real life than on the 
popular television show, Glee, which he 
loved. "I hate being the only open gay guy 
in my school ... It f---ing sucks, I really 
want to end it," he wrote. 

The blog postings are interspersed 
with angst-filled quotes and startling 
images of self-harm, gathered from all 
over the web, as well as other pictures of 
celebrities, clothing and men kissing pas
sionately. (Towleroad.com) 

Thousands attended Jamie's funeral in 
October. 

Activists mourn hero 
Paula Ettelbrick 

Ross D. Levi, Executive Director of 
the Empire State Pride Agenda, issued 
the following statement on Oct. 7 on the 
passing of activist Paula Ettelbrick: "Our 
movement has lost a great hero and we are 
deeply saddened by the passing of Paula 
Ettlebrick. From 1994 to 1999 Paula 
served as Legislative Counsel to the Pride 
Agenda, and we are honored to have been 
touched by her passion and commitment 
to our community. 

"While at the Pride Agenda, Paula was 
a strong, pioneering voice for LGBT fam
ily issues. She negotiated New York City's 
landmark 1997 domestic partnership law 
with then New York City Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani. At the time, it was the nation's 
most comprehensive measure of its kind, 
extending to domestic partners all the 
same rights and benefits offered to spous
es under City law. 

"During that time, Paula also played a 
leading role in the creation of the Equal
ity Federation, the national alliance of 
statewide LGBT advocacy organizations, 
on whose Board the Pride Agenda sits. 
The Pride Agenda and scores of our sis
ter state LGBT organizations continue 
to benefit from her vision that the states 
have a vital role in our national progress 
on LGBT equality and justice, and that 
we are stronger when we learn from and 
coordinate with each other. 

"It is not an exaggeration to say that 
the LGBT movement in New York and 
across America would not be where it is 
today without Paula's tenacity and leader
ship. She will be deeply missed." 

HRC statement 
The Human Rights Campaign mourns 

the loss of Paula Ettelbrick, a longtime 
leader in the LG BT movement, who died 
today after a long battle with cancer. 
Ettelbrick dedicated a lifetime to LGBT 
equality and other progressive causes, 
serving in senior-level positions at many of 
our community's most prestigious advo-
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Pioneer activist Frank Kameny died on Oct. 11, Coming Out Day. 

cacy organizations, including Lambda 
Legal, Empire State Pride Agenda, the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, 
International Gay and Lesbian Human 
Rights Commission and, most recently, 
Stonewall Community Foundation. 

"Paula was a pioneering lawyer and 
dedicated leader in our movement," said 
HRC President Joe Solmonese. "We 
mourn the loss of a tremendous force in 
the LGBT community and honor her 
unrivaled commitment to the full equal
ity of all people. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with her family and friends." 

Frank Kameny, pioneer 
activist, passes at 86 

Heroic LGBT pioneer activist Frank 
Kameny passed away on Oct. II. 

Jessica Gresko of AP wrote on Oct. 11: 
Frank Kameny, who was fired from his 

job as a government astronomer in 1957 
for being gay and became a pioneer in the 
gay rights movement, died at his home in 
Washington. He was 86. 

Bob Witeck, a friend of Kameny's 
for three decades, confirmed his death. 
Kameny had been in failing health, and a 
medical examiner said he suffered a heart 
attack or heart failure, Witeck said. 

Witeck said plans for a memorial in 
November were being discussed. 

Kameny told The Associated Press in 
2009 that his contributions to the gay 
rights struggle had only recently begun 
to sink in. He said at the time he wanted 
to be remembered most for coming up 
with the slogan "Gay is Good" in 1968 to 
counter an onslaught of negativism aimed 
at gays and lesbians. 

Gay rights groups mourned his passing 
Tuesday, noting that it came on National 
Coming Out Day, when many gay people 
celebrate coming out and encourage oth
ers to have the courage to do the same. 

Kameny had been an astronomer for 
just five months when he was asked to 
meet with federal investigators. They told 
him they had information he was gay, and 
he was dismissed. 

Kameny didn't leave quietly, however. 
He contested his firing by the U.S. Civil 
Service Commission by writing letters to 
the agency, both houses of Congress and 
eventually the White House. 

He sued and lost in lower courts, but 

Proudly meeting the 

pressed on with a lengthy brief in 1961 
that is now regarded as the first civil rights 
claim based on sexual orientation to be 
brought to the U.S. Supreme Court. Soon 
after, he co-founded the Mattachine Soci
ety of Washington, which advocated for 
equal rights for gays and lesbians. 

In 1965, Kameny and 10 others 
became the first to stage a gay rights pro
test in front of the White House and later 
at the Pentagon and elsewhere. Many of 
Kameny's signs as well as buttons and 
leaflets from that time are now housed at 
the Smithsonian's National Museum of 
American History. 

In the last years of his life, Kameny 
was increasingly recognized for his work 
as a gay rights pioneer. He was honored in 
2009 during Washington's annual Capi
tal Pride celebration and that same year 
received a formal apology for being fired 
solely based on his sexual orientation. 
The apology came from the successor to 
the U.S. Civil Service Commission, the 
U.S. Office of Personnel Management. 
The office is headed by John Berry, who 
is openly gay, and Kameny attended his 
swearing-in. 

When gay marriage became legal in 
the U.S. capital in 2010, Kameny was at 
the first weddings. 

"Being gay has become infinitely bet
ter than it was," he said earlier this year 
when documents from his collection of 
gay rights history went on display for the 
first time at the Library of Congress. "The 
fundamental theme underneath all of that 
is simply equality." 

AFER statement 
The staff and board of directors at the 

American Foundation for Equal Rights 
extend heartfelt condolences to the friends 
and family of LG BT rights pioneer Frank
lin E. Kameny, who died of natural causes 
in his home today at the age of 86. 

His passing comes less than a month 
before the planned celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of Kameny's founding of the 
Mattachine Society of Washington, the 
first gay rights organization in the nation's 
capital. 

President of AFER's board of direc
tors Chad Griffin released the following 
statement: ''America has lost a hero today. 
Out and proud, Frank Kameny was fight
ing for equality long before the rest of 
us knew we could." He added, "Because 
there was one Frank Kameny, trailblazing 
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and honest enough to speak out 50 years 
ago, there are now millions of Americans, 
coming out, speaking out and fighting 
for their basic civil rights. His is a legacy 
of bravery and tremendous impact and 
will live on in the hearts and minds of 
every American who values equality and 
justice." 

In the landmark ruling striking down 
Proposition 8, the U.S. District Court 
referenced the efforts of Frank Kameny 
and the Mattachine Society to chronicle 
the long and shameful history of state
enforced discrimination against gay and 
lesbian Americans. In particular, the 
Court cited the famous 1966 letter from 
the chairman of the U.S. Civil Service 
Commission rejecting the Mattachine 
Society's request to rescind the policy 
banning "active homosexuals" from fed
eral employment. 

Human Rights Campaign statement 
"Frank Kameny led an extraordinary 

life marked by heroic activism that set a 
path for the modern LG BT civil rights 
movement. From his early days fighting 
institutionalized discrimination in the 
federal workforce, Dr. Kameny taught us 
all that 'Gay is Good.' As we say goodbye 
to this trailblazer on National Coming 
Out Day, we remember the remarkable 
power we all have to change the world by 
living our lives like Frank -- openly, hon
estly and authentically." 

Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation (GLAAD) statement 

"Frank Kameny sparked national 
change and set the example for gay and 
lesbian Americans to live their lives open
ly and proudly," said Mike Thompson, 
Acting President of GLAAD. "He taught 
us the power that our visibility and sto
ries have in changing hearts and minds. 
Today on National Coming Out Day, we 
honor Frank's legacy not only by remem
bering this pioneer, but by continuing 
his work to speak out and share our own 
stories." 

Statement by Rea Carey, Executive 
Director, National Gay and Lesbian 
TaskForce 

"The death of Frank Kameny is a pro
found loss and he will be greatly missed. 
No Washington LGBT event or White 
House meeting was complete without 
Frank. I always appreciated that he gave 
the 50-pIus-year perspective, the long 
view. While so many have been impa
tient about the pace of progress, there was 
Frank, insisting we recognize that, in the 
last two years, he was regularly invited 
as a guest of honor by the very govern
ment that fired him simply for being gay. 
Yet, he never slowed down in demand
ing what should be, showing us what was 
possible and pushing for the very equal
ity and liberation we are still fighting for. 
As the history books are written on the 
LGBT movement, no doubt Frank's life 
will serve as an inspiration to those who 
will never have the honor of meeting him, 
but who embody the very future he knew 
would come true one day. Indeed, Frank, 
Gay is Good." 

Statement by Sue Hyde, Director, 

National Gay and Lesbian Task Force's 
National Conference on LGBT Equal
ity: Creating Change 

"Frank Kameny's life spanned the bad
dest old days of the McCarthy-style witch 
hunts to the elations of winning marriage 
equality in the District of Columbia and 
beyond. In 1957, Frank lost his job, but 
he never lost his fierce fighting spirit, his 
blunt and witty command of language, or 
his commitment to eradicating homopho
bia. Frank was equally confident and stra
tegic on the streets in front of the White 
House in 1965 as he was attending a 
White House meeting in 1977 at which 
he and a dozen other members of our 
community briefed then-Public Liaison 
Midge Costanza on much-needed chang
es in federal laws and policies. As the 
LGBT movement began to win in legisla
tures, courtrooms, and in public opinion, 
Frank's papers, artifacts and memories 
gained value. 

"Frank Kameny wasn't only a keeper 
of our history, Frank created our his
tory. His life and legacy carry us into our 
future." 

Calif. governor signs two 
pro-trangender bills 

On Oct. 9, Governor Jerry Brown 
signed into law Assembly Bill 887, the 
Gender Nondiscrimination Act, which 
will strengthen employment, housing and 
other civil rights protections for all Cali
fornians, particularly those who face dis
crimination based on gender identity and 
expression. 

The bill was authored by Assem
blymember Toni Atkins (D-San Diego) 
and sponsored by Equality Califor
nia, Transgender Law Center and Gay
Straight Alliance Network. 

"The Gender Nondiscrimination Act 
protects all Californians. No matter your 
skin color, your age, where you come from 
or whether you're gay, straight, or trans
gender, we are all protected by the same 
rights," said Assemblymember Atkins. 
"We share equal protection in employ
ment, housing, and education. This bill 
ensures that no one is left out." 

While California anti-discrimination 
laws already define "gender" to include 
a person's gender identity and gender 
expression, the Gender Nondiscrimina
tion Act provides clarity to those who 
are victims of unlawful discrimination 
as well as for business owners, employ
ers and other entities required to comply 
with the anti-discrimination protections 
by explicitly enumerating gender identity 
and expression as protected categories in a 
number of state codes. 

''All hardworking people in California, 
including transgender people, should have 
an equal opportunity to earn a living and 
provide for their families," said Roland 
Palencia, Executive Director for Equality 
California. "No one should have to live in 
fear of being fired from a job or denied 
housing simply because of who they are. 
The Gender Non-Discrimination Act 

(Cal. Gov. continues page 14) 
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Bruce E. Smail, 
Executive Director of 
The MOCHA Center 
By Susan Jordan 

Bruce E. Smail has been Executive 
Director of The MOCHA Center, a non
profit organization providing health and 
wellness programs and services for com
munities of color, especially the LG BTQ 
community, for five months. 

Born in New York City, he was raised 
in St. Croix, Virgin Islands. He went to 
The College of New Jersey in Trenton, 
N.]., where he did his undergrad and 
masters degrees, and then worked in mul
ticultural and LG BTQ affairs at various 
universities around the country. 

"In 2005 I went home to the Virgin 
Islands," he said, "to lead VICARE, the 
largest HIV/AIDS non-profit organiza
tion in the Virgin Islands, for three years. 
I also launched a social justice consulting 
company in Washington, D.C. Then I felt 
it would be better to be back in a fulltime 
job, and I launched a national job search." 

Bruce started work at MOCHA in 
July 2011. "My heart and passion are in 
education and training," he says. "I'd say 
my work is a combination of a lot of dif
ferent areas. Foremost is administration, 
but the work we do with people of color, 
LGBTQ, and HIV/AIDS communities 
draws upon my counseling background. 
The majority of my career has been 
in advocacy and providing services to 
LGBTQ, people of color, and HIV/AIDS 
so this position is a unique opportunity to 

bridge my 20 years of working with these 
communities." 

He continued, "Like St. Croix, New 
York State is ranked unusually high in the 
per capita rate of HIY. New York State 
has the highest per capita rate of HIV in 
the United States and the Virgin Islands 
is second. The per capita rate of AIDS in 
New York is ranked second in the U.S. 
while the Virgin Islands is ranked fourth." 

"In terms of high incidence rates, there 
are several things that are important. The 
concentration levels of HIV and AIDS 
are high in New York which increases 
risks if people are having unprotected 
sex. You have a greater chance of being 
in contact with someone who is living 
with HIV/AIDS. It is important that we 
increase dialogue on HIV/AIDS. People 
are often uncomfortable with the issue, 
but the more you discuss it the more you 
normalize the topic. Having HIV positive 
individuals visible brings the issue closer 
to home. 

"I think people feel they personally are 
not at risk - 'I'm straight, I'm in a com
mitted relationship,' etc. But it's about 
behaviors - not what community you're 
in. It's about having unprotected sex, or 
using unclean needles. You may not iden
tify as being part of the gay or drug using 
communities, but your risky behavior may 
be putting you at risk." 

When asked about his first priorities 
as the new ED, Bruce said, "I've been 
working internally with the organiza
tion and also with the community. The 
MOCHA Center has gone through sev-
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eral transitions in the past year, and it's 
important to show our stability through 
the new leadership in the organization 
as well as the board of directors. Dr. Ed 
Bro ckenbro ugh, a faculty member in the 
Warner School of Education at the Uni
versity of Rochester is serving as the new 
President of the Board of Directors. We 
are working closely to refocus our vision 
for the MOCHA Center. It's also impor
tant to create opportunities for MOCHA 
to engage with the community, and vice 
versa. We're looking for opportunities to 
develop strong community partners and 
we are engaged in various collaborative 
plans right now." 

''Also important is that in Rochester 
we have a large youth contingent and we 
need to expand beyond the social aspect 
and add more educational, leadership and 
career development programs. 

"We need to do fundraising and it's 
a priority. But one thing I'm working on 
with the board is looking at fundraising 
and seeing how we can raise self-generat
ing funds for the agency. That could be 
done through consulting, capacity build
ing, and trainings for a fee. We'll also look 
at business ventures and of course there's a 
range of fund-raising options. 

"Fundraising is part of it, but we still 
need to look both at programming and 
how we address needs of our communi
ties. In Monroe County in 2010, 45 per
cent of new HIV cases were in the age 
group 24 and under - which is very dif
ficult and calls for our organization, and 
other organizations, to seriously look at 
what types of programming we can offer 
to bring the attention of youth to HIVI 
AIDS. There are concerns in our schools 
about providing free condoms to stu
dents, for instance. I don't think we have 
the privilege of stalling on that, when 
you look at the high rates of HIV and 
STI among youth. Nationally, the other 
high incidence rate is MSM - men who 
have sex with men - largely young Afri
can American men. We need to break the 
stigma around sexual identity and truly 
address the needs of these communities." 

"Our communities face huge challeng
es unless we increase dialogue and HIV 
testing, and make condoms easily acces
sible. I do think there is some resistance to 
condoms and frank dialogue about safer 
sex, HIV/AIDS, and sexual and gender 
identities." 

Bruce said that MOCHA is currently 
launching two new support groups, one 
for newly diagnosed people and the other 
for people who have been HIV positive for 
two years or more. He said, "We're look
ing for men of color. We've also invited 
various community groups to sponsor 
programs within MOCHA. We're very 
excited about a possible new group for 
LGBTQ elders of color. Please visit our 
website, www.mochacenter.org for more 
details." 

In reference to his visions for 
MOCHA's future, Bruce said, "MOCHA 
is a big organization. We have offices in 
Rochester and Buffalo and satellite offices 
in Niagara Falls and New York City. Our 

partnership with GMHC (Gay Men's 
Health Crisis) in New York City is an 
excellent opportunity to serve the entire 
state of New York. Both organizations are 
leading the New York State Taskforce on 
Black Gay Health and provide capacity 
building and technical assistance to NYS 
organizations that serve Black MSM. As 
we continue our grassroots efforts and 
commitment to our local communities, 
the MOCHA Center will also expand our 
reach on state and national levels." 

Years of experience in HIV prevention 
education has lead Bruce to see multiple 
ways to educate people. "I tend to prefer a 
personal touch," he said. "I think largely 
because so many people have not been in 
contact and haven't personalized HIV -
when they can see people living with HIV 
and doing well, that adds a whole differ
ent dimension. 

"I've been HIV positive since 2003, 
and I use my story in educating others 
about HIV/AIDS. Recently I spoke with 
about 20 youth who normally come in to 
the MOCHA Center on Ballroom Thurs
day. I shared my HIV story and gave them 
an opportunity to openly dialogue about 
HIY. They were able to ask whatever they 
wanted to ask. That's the best way to 
learn - when you actually have someone 
who you can talk to and question. The 
more we can do that for all communities 
in Rochester, the more we will be able to 
reduce stigma and fear in our communi
ties. 

"I did a Sunday morning radio talk 
show with Nate Brown a few weeks ago. 
His show provides an opportunity for 
youth from our local community organi
zation, Threshold, to host his show once a 
month. The youth interviewed my youth 
peer leader and myself about HIV and 
the MOCHA Center. While Threshold 
targets youth of color, it gave the youth 
interviewers an opportunity to dialogue 
on HIV/AIDS and LGBTQ issues. Their 
questions were engaging as well as hope
ful that we can reach our young people 
on a critical health issue that may impact 
their lives. I told the staff at Threshold I 
would be willing to come and talk to their 
youth. I'm open to doing it on a regular 
basis and also to come to schools and talk 
about HIY. 

"I want people to know that there are 
individuals who are doing well and lead
ing normal lives. The reality is, there 
are also youth who are living with HIY. 
What does a life-threatening illness mean 
to individuals who are 19 or 20 years old? 
When I came out as HIV positive I was 
older and already out about my sexual 
identity. For me, my outness about my 
status was also a freeing moment that 
erased the guilt, shame, and negative real
ities about HIY. I don't want to be sad or 
ashamed - the shame and guilt are what 
hold people back. 

''I'm not suggesting that everyone 
positive should be out, because there are 
risks. But they should be surrounded by 
people who will give them the support 
they need." • 



NOVEMBER 2011 • NUMBER 451 • GAY ALLIANCE OF THE GENESEE VALLEY. THE EMPTY CLOSET A 7 

FROM PAGE ONE 

(Celebration from page 1) 

openly and increase the visibility of trans
gender communities across our state and 
country. Without the tenacity of these 
pioneers there would not be over 100 
localities across the u.s. with transgender
inclusive non-discrimination laws, includ
ing here in the City of Rochester, which 
added transgender protections in 200l. 

Today, transgender New Yorkers still 
face violence and discrimination at home, 
in workplaces, in health care settings, on 
the streets and across our community. The 
Celebration of Life and Rally will address 
the many ways that we can partner to 
ensure that New York adopts a statewide 
transgender-inclusive non-discrimination 
law, eliminates barriers to changing gen
der markers and establishes a compre
hensive transgender-inclusive healthcare 
policy. Please save the date and join us for 
the Celebration of Life and Rally. 

If you have any questions or would 
like to get involved, please contact me, by 
phone at (585) 271-2420, or by email at 
abashaw@prideagenda.org . • 

(Bullying from page 1) 

bullying, and sometimes adults join in." 
Kevin and Jess spoke about the need 

for GSAs and attention to LGBT youth in 
middle schools, not only in high schools. 
Jess said that she works with GSAs in 
middle schools, including a City middle 
school which she singled out for praise. 
She said, "For middle schoolers, (a GSA) 
is an age-appropriate precursor of high 
school and can prevent students feeling 
isolated later." 

Kevin added, "Middle school kids are 
not as intellectually mature, and those 
without support are at greater risk (than 
older youth). The earlier you can target 
them, the better." 

When a parent asked about bullying 
via texting, Jess Cohen said, "Texting is 
the new form of bullying... It's anony
mous and feels safer." She recommends 
that schools drop Facebook, which she 
feels is not necessary in school and is often 
used by bullies. 

She continued, "We need to have con
versations about difference and different 
families, and have that kind of conversa
tion as a norm for younger people." She 
agreed that making books on bullying 
visible and available in school libraries is 
very helpful. 

A parent of a bullied child asked how 
bullies might be made to realize the con
sequences of their actions. Jessica rec
ommended talking about it openly and 
asking bullying children how they would 
feel if someone were doing this to them. 

Kevin noted that controlling bullies 
is the responsibility of schools, but also 
involves parents and the community. 

One school administrator said that her 
school had brought in the Gay Alliance to 
speak with teachers about different family 
structures and make sure the adults would 
know how to handle these conversations 
when they came up. 

A gay parent said, "I made myself 
known to teachers and volunteered in the 
classroom, so if anything happened 1'd 
know about it. And I was pleasantly sur
prised that teachers wanted me there." 

Jess Cohen said that schools should 
also be places where gay faculty, adminis
tration and staff feel free to come out. "If 
teachers are afraid to come out, how can 
students feel safe? Schools need to provide 
an environment that allows adults to feel 
safe; this contributes to youth being safe." 

She said that it is healthy for LGBT 
youth to see successful, happy gay adults. 
''At the Youth Group Thanksgiving din
ner, youth can see gay couples who have 
good relationships," she said. 

In response to a question about media
tion in bullying cases, Jess said, "Media
tion between victim and bully is NOT 
recommended." 

Kevin Coffey added, "We never do 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

8:30am Third Church chapel 

10:45am Third Church sanctuary 

BORN THIS WAY (LGBT Support) 

7:30pm First & Third Mondays 
34 Meigs Street 

i~ P~erian C h urdl 
{ eking the Light 

4 Meigs Street (at East Avenue) 585.271.6513 

www. th irdp resbyter ia n .o rg 

Silver Waters 
Bed & Breakfast 

8420 Bay Street 
Sodus Point, NY 14555 
Phone: 315-483-8098 
www.silver-waters.com 
"Your holiday getaway" 

Off-season discount rates 
Hosts, Mike &Joe 

family therapy when one family member 
is abusive. That person has to take respon
sibility for what they are doing." 

Some schools simply refuse to control 
bullies. Kevin said, "We had a case where 
a girl was badly bullied and the school 
put her on long term suspension because 
they said they 'couldn't guarantee her 
safety.' So there she was being schooled 
at home ... in order to learn, you have to 
feel safe." 

Jess Cohen said, "She was made to feel 
she was the problem." 

Both facilitators agreed that when 
youth are showing signs of depression and 
suicidal impulses, counselors and admin
istration must take those signs seriously 
and get the youth into treatment imme
diately. Young people don't relate to the 
distant future and to say "it gets better" 
means nothing to youth who are being 
tormented NOW on a daily basis. 

When asked for ways to combat bully
ing, Jess suggested, ''A visible presence in 
schools helps - posters, Safe Zone stick
ers indicating rooms where bullied youth 
will be safe, Ally Week when students 
sell rainbow ribbons for other students 
to wear to show that they are allies of 
LGBT youth. Visible anti-bullying poli
cies and having consistent consequences 
are important. Bullies also need counsel
ing; they will not be successful in later life 
either. We need to ask, what's happening 
here that this young person is allowed to 
do this?" 

Kevin said, "Something's going on 

with the bully, and we need to find out 
what it is and deal with it through treat
ment. There need to be consequenc
es too. If somebody's consistently doing 
this despite the consequences, something's 
going on that needs to be treated. There 
is liKely domestic violence in the family. 
They've learned it's all right to treat some
one abusively." • 

Reminder: 
Kidney, Liver 
Transplantation 
in People with HIV 
Almost one year ago, in the 
December 2010 - January 
2011 issue, The Empty Closet 
published an article on Dr. 
Christopher Barry's research, 
which indicates that people 
with well-controlled HIV 
infection can be successfully 
transplanted with excellent 
outcomes. If you wish to 
review this information, go to 
www.gayalliance.org.click on 
Empty Closet News, and then 
click on "Health." The article 
is on page 12. 

Off#!j) Our designation gives us a real distinction. 
WHITAKER&DEPREZ AND makes a real difference for you. 

TRAVE L PARTNERS L.L.C . 

Many travel counselors at Whitaker & DePrez Travel Partners, LLC have received extensive 
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one reason the agency attained the "Authorized Disney Vacation Planner" status is that at least 50 
percent of the frontline leisure travel agents are College of Disney Knowledge graduates. The 
College of Disney Knowledge is an in-depth comprehensive course that allows agents to develop 
their expertise regarding the Disney Destinations - knowledge that consumers can take advantage 
of when planning a Disney vacation. 

Whitaker & DePrez Travel Partners LLC 

Phone Will Hall at 585-442-8901 .... 
Call us to book your Disney vacation ~ .. 

or email whall@wdtravelpartners.com ~ •. 

ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
At Washingtom Square 
585 232-7140 
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« • .• a Roman Catholic 
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(Occupy from page 1) 
rich, and the closer you look the more 
overwhelming it gets." 

This is exactly what Occupy Wall 
Street is addressing, by bringing a voice 
to the people and providing a forum for 
an open exchange of ideas. To expect that 
they have one demand for policy change 
that, once accomplished, will mark the 
Occupation a "success" is to miss the 
point: they are not seeking a new law or 
a new political candidate, but rather a 
change in our societal consciousness that 
recognizes inequality and injustice and 
refuses to allow them to continue. 

"There is the consistent snapping of 
pictures; interviews; conversations about 
the purpose, the future, the past few weeks 
and favorite and meaningful moments 
here and the concern of comfort for fellow 
occupants," said Rochester resident Sarah 
Ives, who travelled down to Liberty Plaza 
with her wife and three other friends from 
Oct. 7 to Oct. 9. ''As the morning contin
ues on, even as the energy grows, people 
still keep their voices down - in the mid
dle of the Manhattan Financial District 
- for their friends, their comrades, who 
continue to sleep. In so many ways, I have 
never experienced something like this, the 
very meaning of solidarity." 

And it is impressive how this solidar
ity has come together. There are crews of 
protesters who volunteer for around-the
clock shifts to clean up litter, provide new
comers with information regarding the 
schedule and the layout of the park, and 
staff the various services stations that are 
scattered throughout Liberty Plaza. (The 
protestors were able to ward off eviction 
under the excuse of "cleaning" the park by 
keeping the park clean themselves.) 

''As soon as we arrived and unloaded 
the enormous amount of donations that 
my coworkers and friends supplied for 
those occupying, we made another trip 
back to our car and grabbed our sleeping 
gear," Ives continued. "We were immedi
ately given an adequate space to sleep and 
a tarp to lay our stuff out on. We were 
shown the kitchen, stocked with enough 
food for everyone, and the comfort sta
tion, where you can get anything from a 
warm blanket, a t-shirt, or gloves, to some 
throat coat herbal tea and a hand warmer. 
There's also a medical station, media sta
tion, and a hot food vendor (who I think 
is capitalizing on the occupation, but nev
ertheless, whose presence is appreciated at 
7:30 a.m. when you want a hot cup of cof
fee and your favorite breakfast sandwich). 
There's also the man who walked past me, 
yawning, holding the big sign that says 
'yoga class.'" 

Contrary to the idea promoted by 
many people who have not been there 
themselves, this group of thousands of 
strangers has created an ongoing pres
ence that provides for the needs of its 
participants through their own hard work 
and the donations of supporters of the 
movement. There are people from dif
ferent generations, religious affiliations, 
gender identities, ethnicities, socio-eco
nomic backgrounds and political affilia
tions, and it is precisely the diversity and 
openness of the movement that is its big
gest strength. 

"The big question is whether or not 
this movement will eventually bear any 
fruit - whether social changes for the 
greater good will prevail, or will the politi
cal systems we have in place right now 
trump the 99 percenters," Overmyer said. 
"Politicians and decision-makers will not 
jump on the bandwagon and support poli
cy change to benefit the greater good until 
they know that the majority of Americans 
personally identify with this movement." 

Recent polls have indicated that there 
is strong support for the Occupy Together 
movement. An NBC/Wall Street Journal 
poll shows significantly higher public sup
port for Occupy Wall Street than for the 
Tea Party. A Time Magazine poll shows 
that more than twice as many Ameri
cans support the Occupy Wall Street 
protests (54 percent) than oppose it (23 

percent). Polls on MSNBC and Fox show 
even greater support: 89 percent viewed 
the Occupy movement favorably in the 
former, 69 percent in the latter. A Quin
nipiac poll released Oct. 17 shows New 
Yorkers support OWS by 63 percent to 27 
percent, and an AP/GfH poll taken Oct. 
15-17 shows 37 percent of all Americans 
back the protests here and worldwide. 

Despite the spread in the numbers, 
which originates partly from when the 
polls were taken relative to the start of the 
movement (support is increasing as time 
passes) and partly from the source of the 
poll (i.e., the different demographics and 
general political affiliations of those who 
follow Fox vs. MSNBC), they all show 
strong support for the movement. It seems 
that policy makers will ignore the move
ment at their own peril 

''Across the country, people recognize 
that we are at a tipping point," Tischer 
said. "It is not just the economy at risk: 
it is our democratic way of life. So as a 
responsible citizen, I had to go to Occu
py Wall Street and stand sign-in-hand 
between a union guy from Texas and a 
retired teacher from North Carolina. The 
three of us were there to defend the Amer
ican Promise." 

The Occupy Together movement is 
currently promoting a "Bank Transfer 
Day." The purpose of the day is to with
draw support from the banking system, 
which played an integral role in the cur
rent economic crisis. They are encourag
ing all people to close their bank accounts 
and transfer them to non-profit credit 
unions by Nov. 5 in order to "send a clear 
message to the 1% that conscious con
sumers won't support companies with 
unethical business practices." • 

Timeline: the first month 
of Occupy Wall Street, 
Sept. 17-0ct.17 

July, 2011: Adbusters: The Journal of the 
Mental Environment calls upon people to 
initiate a non-violent occupation of Wall 
Street. 

Summer, 2011: A group of 30 people 
from around the world met at 16 Bea
ver St. in New York City to discuss ways 
to change the world for the better. They 
affirm the importance of an occupation 
movement that avoids all hierarchy and 
makes decisions in a General Assembly. 

Aug. 2: The Beaver Street group are 
joined by more people and hold the first 
General Assembly next to Wall Street's 
iconic bronze bull statue. They continued 
to meet and develop plans. 

Sept. 17: Occupy Wall Street begins 
as 100-200 people set up camp, joined by 
many hundreds more during the daytime. 

Seven people were arrested during the 
first week: four for wearing masks, one for 
jumping over a police barrier and resisting 
arrest, and two for trying to enter a build
ing owned by Bank of America. 

Sept. 24: NYPD begins using orange 
mesh nets to contain protesters as they 
march. Videos were posted online of 
a police officer pepper-spraying several 
women who were already entrapped with
in the orange netting, bringing some early 
publicity to the movement. (The officer, 
Anthony Bologna, was punished by losing 
10 vacation days.) 

Over 80 people were arrested during 
the second week, primarily for resisting 
arrest, disorderly conduct, and block
ing traffic. Videos were taken and widely 
circulated online of police using pepper 
spray on protesters, throwing protesters to 
the ground, and using tasers. 

Sept. 29: It is announced that Bank of 
America plans to initiate a $5/month fee 
to all debit card users, that Wells Fargo 
will initiate a $3/month fee to all debit 
card users, and that the Durbin Amend
ment will increase the amount that banks 
are allowed to charge for each debit 
transaction from 24 cents to 44 cents. 
In response, Los Angeles residents who 
support the Occupation call for a "Bank 
Transfer Day" on Nov. 5, in honor of Guy 
Fawkes. Bank Transfer Day is promoted 
by the Occupy movements, and becomes 

one of their most concrete rallying points. 
Oct. 1: Police arrested over 700 pro

testers on the Brooklyn Bridge, primarily 
for blocking traffic and disorderly con
duct: ten city buses were used to trans
port those arrested to jail. One of those 
arrested was transman Justin Adkins, who 
documented the mistreatment that he suf
fered throughout his arrest. 

Oct. 3: The Transport Workers Union, 
Local 100 went to court to request an 
injunction to prevent the NYPD from 
using their buses to transport protesters to 
jail, and publicly expressed support. 

Oct. 5: It is estimated that the day
time participation in Occupy Wall Street 
has increased to 15,000 people, up from 
an estimated 1,000 during the first week. 

Oct. 5: More unions publicly endorse 
the movement and join the marches. 

Oct. 5-6: 28 more arrests were made 
following the march. Videos were record
ed of police using pepper spray and batons 
on people who did not yield to barricades. 

Oct. 9: A call was made via Occupy 
Wall Street's website and Facebook and 
Twitter accounts for Occupy movements 
to spread worldwide by Oct. 15. 

Oct. 10: Mayor Bloomberg announces 
that the protesters can stay indefinitely in 
Liberty Plaza/Zuccotti Park. 

Oct. 11: Protesters make a "Million
aires March" through areas of the city 
where many of the richest residents reside. 

Oct 13: Mayor Bloomberg, who is in 
a relationship with one of the members of 
the board of Zuccotti Park, does a quick 
turnaround and announces that protesters 
need to leave Zuccotti Park by the next 
morning so that the park can be cleaned. 

Oct. 13-0ct.l4: Occupiers rally to 
the call, and spend the night thorough
ly cleaning the park. 3,000-4,000 peo
ple surround the park in the morning, 
brooms and mops in hand, to resist. 

Over 300,000 emails and an undoc
umented number of calls flooded the 
mayor's office to protest the announced 
eviction of Liberty Plaza. The New York 
City Councilmembers likewise urge 
Bloomberg to not evict the protesters. 

Oct. 14: Mayor Bloomberg calls off 
the eviction. During the following cele
bratory march, a lawyer from the Nation
al Lawyers Guild who is marching with 
the protesters has his foot run over by a 
policeman on a motorcycle/scooter, video 
is taken of police punching protesters, and 
more arrests are made. Investigations have 
begun of these incidents. 

Oct. 15: Worldwide protests take 
place on the "Worldwide Global Day of 
Action." 24 protesters were arrested in a 
New York City branch of Citibank when 
they went in to close their accounts as part 
of Bank Transfer Day. 

Oct. 16: A total of 92 protesters were 
arrested for their participation in the 
"Tahrir Square to Times Square" march. 

Oct. 17-25: OWS now has gathered 
$300,000 in donations. The first edi
tions of The Occupied Wall Street Journal 
are published. Between Oct. 15-25, hun
dreds of thousands protest, from London 
to Indonesia, saying they are "part of the 
99%." Police beat protestors in Melbourne, 
Australia, arresting 20, and teargassed, 
threw flash grenades and shot at protestors 
in Oakland, Calif Several peaceful protes
tors were injured, including a veteran who 
was seriously hurt by police. 

NY police abuse trans 
Wall Street activist; 
protestors discuss 
gender issues 

Justin Adkins, a transgender activist 
and Assistant Director of the Multicultur
al Center at Williams College, was arrest
ed as part of the "Occupy Wall Street" 
protest on Oct. 1 at the Brooklyn Bridge. 

In a statement released to the public 
(below), Adkins detailed his mistreatment 
by the NYPD because of the fact that he 
is a transgender man. 

Adkins said he identified himself as 
transgender from the moment he was 
arrested. That, however, did not prevent 
a humiliating sequence of events from 

Justin Adkins 

occurring, which included a disrespectful 
genital pat down, being segregated from 
others arrested at the protest, being placed 
in a cell with violent criminals and being 
chained to the wall of the only working 
restroom in the jail for eight hours, as well 
as being denied three requests for food 
while others at the protest were fed a pea
nut butter and jelly sandwich and water. 

Writes Adkins, ''At one point the 
woman (another protester) I had spoken 
with earlier was brought in to use the toi
let. When she entered the room she looked 
shocked and asked why I was attached to 
the railing. I told her again that it was the 
'transgender special'. She clearly under
stood that I was being discriminated 
against because of my transgender status. 
She asked the female officer in the room 
why I couldn't be given my own cell and 
the officer said 'you don't know why he 
is locked up here;' the woman said that 
she did know and that I should at least be 
given my own cell if they were not going 
to house me with the male protestors I was 
originally arrested with. 

"Throughout the night it became clear 
that they wanted my fellow protestors to 
think that I did something criminally 
wrong. That I had done something dif
ferent from them. That I was not just a 
peaceful protestor exercising my rights on 
that bridge. That I deserved to be hand
cuffed to a railing in the side of the pre
cinct with violent criminals. Everyone 
seemed to wonder why I had been separat
ed. When other officers chatted amongst 
themselves about why I was separated, one 
officer suspected aloud that I was a 'ring
leader'. The woman officer stood a few 
times outside the glass wall with the door 
open as male officers asked about me. It 
appeared that she told them that I was 
transgender as they gawked, giggled and 
stared at me." 

Adkins says he hopes that his story 
will shine some light on the lack of pro
tocol regarding transgender people by 
the NYPD: "No one should experience 
the blatant discrimination and embarrass
ment that I did." (Towleroad.com) 

RELATED: NY police have also been 
accused of abusing many other unarmed, 
non-violent Occupy Wall Street protes
tors, including pepper spraying a group 
of young women confined in a pen. The 
officer who did that was punished by los
ing 10 vacation days. 

RELATED: An observer at the ongo
ing Occupy Wall Street protest wrote 
about the issue of gender and how it was 
dealt with by protestors: 

"I went to the anti-patriarchy meet
ing because even though I was impressed 
by the General Assembly and its process I 
also noticed that it was mostly white men 
who were in charge of the committees and 
making announcements and that I had 
only seen one women of color get up in 
front of everyone and talk. A lot was said 
at the anti-patriarchy meeting about in 
what ways the space of the occupation was 
a safe space and also not. Women talked 
about not feeling comfortable in the drum 
circle because of men dancing up on them 
and how to change this, about how to feel 
safe sleeping out in the open with a lot 
of men that they didn't know, about not
assuming gender pronouns and asking 
people which pronouns they would prefer. 

"Here is the thing though: I've had 
these conversations before, I'm sure a lot 
of us in activist spaces have had these con
versations before, the ones that we need 
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to keep having about how to make sure 
everyone feels comfortable, how to not 
assume gender pronouns and gender roles. 
But there were plenty of people in this 
meeting who didn't know what we were 
doing when we went around and asked for 
people's names and preferred gender pro
noun. A lot of people who looked taken 
aback by this. Who stumbled through it, 
but also who looked interested when we 
explained what we were doing. Who lis
tened to the discussion and then joined 
the conversation about what to do to 
make sure that Occupy Wall Street felt 
like a space safe for everyone. Who said 
that they had similar experiences and were 
glad that we were talking about it. 

"This is important because I think this 
is what Occupy Wall Street is right now: 
less of a movement and more of a space. 
It is a space in which people who feel a 
similar frustration with the world as it is, 
and as it has been, are coming together 
and thinking about ways to recreate this 
world. For some people this is the first 
time they have thought about how the 
world needs to be recreated. But some of 
us have been thinking about this for a 
while now. Does this mean that those of 
us who have been thinking about it for 
a while now should discredit this move
ment? No. It just means that there is a lot 
of learning going on down there and that 
there is a lot of teaching to be done." • 
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LOCAL & STATE 

(NYS bill/rom page 3) 
bullying attacks via electronic media. 

The "cyberbullying" which would be 
added to the current crime of third-degree 
stalking would deal with cases of one 
minor creating fear, harm or emotional 
distress to another minor through elec
tronic communication. 

The bill would also add "bullycide" to 
the crime of second degree manslaughter, 
a class C felony. This charge would apply 
to anyone who, in the course of commit
ting third degree stalking, also "intention
ally or recklessly causes the victim of such 
offense to commit suicide." 

Several petitions are already circulating, 
including one started by Kaitlin Monte, 
Miss New York 2011. Over 700 people 
have already signed her online petition, 
which calls for legislation protecting young 
Internet and electronic media users. 

Sen. Stephen Saland (R-Poughkeep
sie), one of the four Republican senators 
who voted for marriage equality, intro
duced anti-bullying legislation earlier this 
year, which passed the Senate but not the 
Assembly. His bill would include all forms 
of bullying without enumerating them. 

The Dignity For All Students Act will 
not take effect until July 1, 2012. It will 
prohibit discrimination, harassment and 
bullying in schools, on school buses or 
at school events, based on an individual's 
real or perceived gender, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, etc. 

NYC, Albany events 
highlight marriage 
lessons, plan for future 
By Anne Tischer 

Two prominent events drew LGBT 
equality advocates together to dissect recent 
legislative victories and assess the standing 
of current court cases while planning "next 
steps" toward full LGBT civil rights. 

Representatives from Marriage Equal-

MARRIAGE EQUALITY DE-BRIEF: Emily Ciske, Bolton-St Johns; Marc Solomon, Freedom to Marry; Jeff Cook, Allegiance 
Strategies; Cathy Marino-Thomas, Marriage Equality NY; Brian Ellner, Human Rights Campaign; Gregory Angelo, Log 
Cabin Republicans and Ross Levi, Empire State Pride Agenda. 

ity New York, Empire State Pride Agenda, 
Human Rights Campaign, Log Cabin 
Republicans, Freedom to Marry, the Gill 
Foundation, SKD Knickerbocker and 
more attended the "New York Marriage 
Equality De-Brief" held Oct. 6 at the 
LGBT Center in Manhattan to recount 
the N.Y. marriage campaign and share les
sons learned from it, with an eye to helping 
other states win marriage as well as advance 
other LGBT legislation like GENDA and 
ENDA. 

The consensus of all featured panel
ists was that N.Y. marriage success was 
the result of a "perfect storm" of favor
able conditions: Governor Cuomo, riding 
a wave of public popularity, had political 
capital to spend as a fierce and targeted 
proponent of marriage; public sentiment 
had clearly moved into majority support 
thanks to years of on-going education and 
a cultural shift toward visible gay inclu
sion; plus LGBT advocacy organizations 
worked together in an unprecedented fash
ion sobered by the failed 2009 marriage 
vote and responding to the demands for 
unity from the governor's office. 

Breakout sessions addressed the public 

relations campaign as well as the intense 
grassroots ground game. Grassroots efforts 
by Equality Rochester and the Rochester 
chapter of Pride at Work AFL-CIO were 
called out as being essential to the local 
coalition effort that was key to the first 
public declaration of support from a GOP 
Senator, Jim Alesi. 

On Oct. 13 a symposium was held at 
the Albany Law School entitled "LGBT 
Rights: Toward a More Perfect Union" that 
explored other historical dimensions as NY 
Senator Danny O'Donnell and Ms. Kath
erine Grainger, Counsel to the Governor, 
reflected on the political components that 
played out in Albany behind the scenes. 

O'Donnell, who has successfully shep
herded the marriage bill through the State 
Assembly three times since 2007, said he 
and his partner of 31 years, John, saw the 
passage of the bill as personal in interac
tions with colleagues: "I only viewed them 
through the perspective of the vote. I 
wouldn't put my name on a bill of someone 
who voted no on marriage." 

Grainger and O'Donnell recounted the 
frustrations resulting from 40 rewrites of 
the Governor's program bill and admitted 
concern when forced to add a religious
exemption clause to the bill to garner the 
last deciding GOP vote for senate pas
sage. Despite the anti-gay bias that may 
have fueled the lasr,.minute demand, they 
believe the ultimate language was a neu
tral re-statement of religious protections 
already existing. 

Other presenters shared a broad per
spective on the state of LGBT rights, 
including a presentation by General Coun
sel for the US Department of Defense, Jeh 
C. Johnson, on the repeal of Don't Ask 
Don't Tell. Mr. Johnson co-chaired the 
working group that did surveys and educa
tion of 400,000 military people and their 
families and provided the final assessment 
that there was no risk to military prepared
ness expected with repeal of DADT. He 
told antidotes which clearly illustrated the 
impact of the personal stories of LGBT 
military people and stated that, with the 
exception of a minority holding strong 
religious beliefs, most military opposition 
to the repeal was based on misconceptions 
which were alleviated by education and 
dialogue. 

Another symposium highlight was the 
discussion of various litigations that are 
challenging the constitutionality of the 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA). Rober
ta Kaplan, chief counsel for the Edie 
Windsor challenge to DOMA, and Bar
bara Underwood, Solicitor General for NY 
State who filed the state's amicus brief in 
support of the Windsor case, presented the 
crux of the arguments they had used with 
the appellate court. 

Windsor, 82, had lost her partner 
of 42 years and, though legally married 
in Canada, was subject to a $363,000 
inheritance tax because of DOMA. Brian 
Raum, Director of Marriage Litigation 
for the ultra-conservative Alliance Defense 
Fund, also a panelist, presented opposing 
arguments largely touting the antidotal 
superiority of heterosexual parenting and 
tradition as enough reason to deny same
sex marriage. His lack-luster arguments 
were quickly dismantled by pro-equality 
attorneys, to the delight of the audience. 
While the Obama Administration has 

ALBANY SYMPOSIUM: Jeh C. John
son, General Counsel for the US 
Department of Defense, address-
es DADT repeal at the Albany Law 
School symposium on "LGBT Rights: 
Toward a More Perfect Union". 

declined to defend DOMA in this case as 
unconstitutional, Congressional conserva
tives are pursuing it in court. 

Reflecting on the long path ahead to 
full LGBT equality, Matt Nosanchuk, 
Counsel to the US Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division, deplored that "a gay 
service member now has the right to die 
for this country but still does not have the 
right to be buried next to their spouse". 

FAQ guide answers 
questions about 
marriage equality 

On Oct. 5, Lambda Legal and Legal 
Services NYC (LS-NYC) released a Fre
quently Asked Questions (FAQs) guide 
entitled New York State Marriage Equal
ity Act: Frequently Asked Questions for 
Couples and Families with Low or No 
Income for same-sex couples who are or 
plan to get married in New York. 

This series of factsheets explains how 
marriage equality may impact immigra
tion status, parent-child relationships, 
public assistance, food stamps, Medic
aid, Medicare, housing, consumer issues, 
Social Security benefits, and New York 
state income taxes. 

"Our community is still celebrating 
full marriage equality in New York, but 
while we celebrate, we also want to make 
sure that our hard work reaches everyone 
in our community - regardless of income 
level or immigration status. People should 
also be aware that the new marriage 
law may have serious implications for 
low-income same-sex couples and immi
grants," said Ivan Espinoza-Madrigal, 
Lambda Legal Staff Attorney. "Because 
federal law and many states still do not 
recognize marriages of same-sex couples 
or provide the benefits of marriage, the 
social safety net that marriage provides 
can become a web of confusion for some 
low-income same-sex couples and their 
families. It is critical that all same-sex 
couples evaluate how their benefits and 
protections could be impacted by getting 
married." 
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"The information Lambda Legal 
and LS-NYC present here is a valuable 
resource for low-income LGBT couples 
who have questions related to the impact 
marriage may have on a person's eligibil
ity for specific programs. Already, we have 
received dozens of calls from same-sex 
couples who are concerned about how the 
income of one spouse may impact the eli
gibility of the other spouse who currently 
receives public assistance," said Richard 
Saenz, staff attorney and coordinator of 
the Queens Legal Services HIV Advocacy 
Project. "We are pleased to launch this 
partnership in conjunction with an edu
cation program and advocate trainings so 
that we can reach as broad a community 
as possible including community mem
bers, government agencies and commu
nity based organizations." 

The factsheets are available at http:// 
www.lambdalegal.org/publications/ 
factsheets/fs_ny-state-marriage-equali
ty-act-faq-for-Igbt-couples-and-families
with-Iow-or-no-income.html, or on the 
Legal Services NYC website. 

For more information or for legal 
assistance, contact Lambda Legal's Help 
Desk at 1-866-542-8336 or visit www. 
lambdalegal.org/help, or contact LS-NYC 
at 646-442-3600 or visit www.legalser
vicesnyc.org. 

British lesbians die in 
NYC helicopter crash 

A British woman celebrating her 40th 
birthday with her partner and parents was 
killed Oct. 4 when their sightseeing heli
copter crashed into the East River just off 
Manhattan. 

The frenzied rescue attempt was cov
ered live on NYC television and was 
viewed by thousands from their office and 
apartment windows. 

Moments before the doomed chop
per crashed into the East River, the pilot 
yelled to his passengers, "We're going 
down." Suddenly, the helicopter plunged 

upside down into the chilly, fast-moving 
water, sparking a desperate rescue opera
tion by city cops and firefighters that 
saved four people from the treacherous 
water. Despite their heroic efforts, Sonia 
Marra Nicholson was trapped inside the 
helicopter and died. 

The crash left her mother and partner 
in critical condition; her partner later died. 
Her stepfather was treated and released. 
Veteran pilot Paul Dudley escaped the 
crash unharmed. "He's very distraught," 
a source said. "He says he just lost control 
and it crashed in the water." 

Australian gay news site SameS arne 
reports that the two women resided in 
Sydney, where they once owned well
known restaurants. 

Palmyra service to 
observe Transgender 
Day of Remembrance 

The annual Transgender Day of 
Remembrance, honoring trans people lost 
to hate violence, will be observed on Sun
day, Nov. 20, at Zion Episcopal Church 
in Palmyra. 

The service will be at 3 p.m. While 
this service will be in the Christian tradi
tion, ALL are welcome to attend. There 
will be a reception immediately following 
in the Gathering Room of the church. 

Please RSVP to shaunamarieotoole@ 
yahoo.com, so there will be enough food 
for all guests. 

Incarcerated youth are 
focus of local forum 

An Incarcerated Youth Program is 
scheduled to take place at Downtown 
Community Forum on Monday, Nov. 7, 
from 7-9 p.m. 

There is no charge for this program. 
The location is the Dugan Center, 15 
St. Mary's Place; (585) 232-7140; www. 
dcfrochester.org. 

(Incarcerated continues page 12) 

Planned Parenthood 
Annu al Luncheon Featuring 

Gloria Stei nem 
Tuesday, November 15th 

Noon to 1:30 pm 
Rochester Riverside Convention Center 

Tickets available at www.pprsr.org or 
by calling (585) 546-2771, ext. 430. 

KEN'S NEAT MOVING & STORAGE 
(585)325-NEAT (6328) 

Fax: (585) 242-9430 

W'WW'.kensneat:lnoving.coOl 

Need to Talk? 
I work with individuals and couples on a variety of 
issues including anxiety, depression, relationship 
concerns, sexuality & coming out. 

Maryellen Meleca, LCSW • 14 years experience 
585-905-4589 • maryellen.meleca@gmail.com 

P F idge B llroom 
at the Rochester Marriott Hotel 

~arrlott® 
ROCHESTER AIRPORT 

1890 Ridge Road West I Rochester I New York I 14615 

rochestermarriottweddings.com I 585.295.2809 

WEDDINGS & EVE N T S 6?R E N A I S SA NeE 



12 A THE EMPTY CLOSET • THE GAY ALLIANCE OF THE GENESEE VALLEY. NUMBER 451 • NOVEMBER 2011 

LOCAL AND STATE 

(Incarcerated continued from page 11) 
There is free parking in front of St. 

Mary's Church and in the Excellus Garage 
on Woodbury. 

Since 1985, the Downtown Commu
nity Forum (DCF) has offered an open 
exchange of ideas along with opportunities 
to explore important issues in gatherings 
that are ecumenical, nonpartisan, demo
cratic and value-centered. DCF encourages 
a better-informed citizenry by showcasing 
the diversity of the Rochester community. 

Support for the programs comes from 
the people of St. Mary's Church, as well as 
from individuals, corporate underwriters 
and through grants. 

NYC police shoot down 
homeless woman at 
women's shelter 

Queers for Economic Justice expressed 
shock and outrage at the police shooting of 
Yvonne McNeal, 57, a resident of the New 
Providence Women's Shelter in midtown 
Manhattan, on Oct. l. 

QEJ has been working with residents 
and staff of New Providence Women's Shel
ter since 2003, and Yvonne had become a 
part of QEJ's extended family. 

After an altercation inside the shelter 
that moved to the sidewalk outside of New 
Providence, the police shot Yvonne McNe
al, killing her. 

QEJ writes, "Yvonne's killing on Sun
day underscores the reality that the police 
cannot be relied on to respond compassion
ately to low income LGBTQ people when 
it concerns issues of safety in our com
munities. QEJ is asking again, how many 
potentially dangerous situations every year 
have to end up in a police shooting? It can
not be accepted that calling the police can 
be deadly for low income LGBTQ New 
Yorkers." 

Even in aggravated situations, the 

police have a choice to use non-lethal 
deterrents, QEJ says. ''A 57 year old woman 
with a cane that is attempting to re-enter a 
building should not be the target of lethal 
violence. Like Oscar Grant in Oakland, 
the police had a choice; they chose to kill 
instead of preserve life. When police tar
geted largely white Occupy Wall Street 
protesters, they used pepper spray. When 
faced with a vulnerable woman of color, 
they chose to use lethal force as their first 
option." 

"I feel that as homeless people, we 
don't have a justice system," said Gykyira 
Rodriquez, a member of QEJ's LGBTQ 
support group at the New Providence 
Women's shelter. 

QEJ works at the intersection of sexual 
orientation and gender identity to do orga
nizing and advocacy around LGBTQpov
erty, homelessness and economic survival. 

Ms. Rodriguez, who is a QEJ volunteer 
and support group leader, echoed the sen
timents of many shelter residents, includ
ing other active members of QEJ's support 
group community. QEJ said it has seen this 
repeated pattern of racism and disregard 
for human life when the police are deal
ing with issues of violence against the poor 
and people from communities of color who 
may also be lesbian, gay, bisexual or trans
gender, or perceived as such. 

A report released last year by Queers for 
Economic Justice Welfare Warriors Col
lective, in conjunction with the Graduate 
Center of the City University of New York, 
found that calling or interacting with the 
police can be dangerous: 19 percent of 171 
low income LGBTGNC survey responders 
in NYC had been physically assaulted in 
the past two years. 

Among those who were currently 
homeless, the number jumps to 24 percent. 
These numbers reflect broader national 
research that shows that LGBTQ individu
als often find themselves victims of police 
violence when reaching out to the police 
for safety (NCAVP, 2008). 

One QEJ study participant said, "I feel 
if you call the cops, the cops are going to 

Victoria M. LaVilia 
Registered Representative 
Victoria.Lavilla@axa-advisors.com 
Tel: (585) 475-8400 

AXA Advisors, LLC 
175 Corporate Woods Suite 250 
Rochester, NY 14623 

www.axa-equitable.com 

AXA Advisors, LLC (member FINRA, 
SIPC). 1290 Avenue ofthe Americas, 
NY, NY 10104. GE-55129 (4/10) 

II AXA ADVISORS 
redefinin standards® 

think you are the criminal (when) they 
" come. 

QEJ says, "Our hearts are broken at the 
senseless loss of Yvonne's life. We are proud 
to remember Yvonne as she marched with 
us in the Gay Pride March this year. Last 
summer, QEJ launched its Shelter Safety 
Campaign, directed by organizer Doyin 
Ola in partnership with Shelter Program 
Director Jay Toole. The violence inside and 
outside of the shelters, the threat from law 
enforcement and the wounding that comes 
from the prison industrial complex illus
trate the need for a project of this nature. 
The Shelter Safety Campaign will honor 
Yvonne by working to end the senseless 
and brutal violence bred by racism, pov
erty, transphobia and homophobia and 
aimed at the working poor, those in pov
erty, people of color, women, immigrants, 
mental health issues and the LGBTQ com
munity." 

For information on the Shelter Safety 
Campaign or the Shelter Organizing Proj
ect, contact Doyin Ola, Shelter Safety 
Campaign Organizer, at doyin@q4ej.org 
or Jay Toole, Shelter Program Director, at 
j ay@q4ej.org. 

ROC the Day on Dec. 8; 
give online to not-for
profits via United Way 

ROC the Day, an epic one-day giving 
event, will take place on Dec. 8. On this 
day, every community member will be able 
to easily make an online gift of any size 
to any local not-for-profit organizations to 
help advance their philanthropic passions. 

ROC the Day is the first of its kind in 
the Greater Rochester area and, in fact, in 
all of New York State. 

ROC the Day is powered by United 
Way of Greater Rochester with sponsorship 
support from ESL Federal Credit Union. 
Additional ROC the Day community 
partners include Ad Council of Rochester, 
Association of Fundraising Professionals, 
Genesee Valley Chapter, City of Rochester, 

THE-DAY 
Council of Agency Executives, County of 
Monroe, The Farash Foundation, Greater 
Rochester Health Foundation, The Jewish 
Federation of Greater Rochester, RocCity 
Coalition and Rochester Area Community 
Foundation. 

All 501(c)(3) organizations which serve 
Monroe, Genesee, Livingston, Ontario, 
Orleans, Seneca, Wayne, Wyoming and/ 
or Yates counties are invited to register to 
receive donations on ROC the Day. Area 
not-for-profits-including those focused 
on animals, arts and culture, education, 
health, religion, the environment, human 
services and general community benefit -
can register at www.ROCtheDay.org. 

This site shows a moving countdown 
and more about the details of the day and 
provides sign-up for registration and dona
tion email reminders. 

Two special incentives encourage every
one to ROC the Day. All not-for-profits 
that register between Oct. 31 and Nov. 7 
will be entered into a drawing to receive 
one of five additional $1,000 gifts on Dec. 
8. 

Also, every hour throughout ROC the 
Day, one ROCstar donor will be chosen to 
receive an additional $500 added to their 
gift for the charities of their choice. 

Organizers say, "We hope you'll share 
the link to www.ROCtheDay.org , visit us 
on Facebook and Twitter (#ROCtheDay) 
and share the news with others - your 
community partners, donors, not-for-prof-. 
it organizations, volunteers, family and 
friends - to encourage everyone to ROC 
the Day together on Dec. 8!" 

For more information on the Gay Alli
ance and how its programs can be support
ed, see page B 13 (GAGV News) . • 

Established in 1958, Webster Golf Club has more than 50 years of experience in meeting our 
customers ' needs. We can accommodate a wide range of events including: weddings, showers, 
retirements, business meetings and more. Our well rounded staff is eager to please and 
anxious to make your event a memorable occasion. 

Our banquet room has been tastefully decorated and is generously sized to comfortably hold up 
to 300 guests. Afull bay of windows offers an expansive view of the east golf course and access to 
a pnvate patio. Lush gardens with a gazebo, walkways, fountains, waterfalls and Victorian lighting 
add to it's ambiance. We encourage tile use of the gardens for photographs, receiving lines, 
wedding ceremonies or simply for relaxation and enjoyment. 
We offer unique menu selections and various part) alternatives. You'll also find that our food not 
only tastes delicious, but also looks fabulous We go to great lengths to present everything from 
coffee to champagne and hors d' oeuvres to the main course with elegance and artistic flair. 
Call or email today for more details and to receive a free DW of our Facll~. 

Phone: 585-265-1920· Email: dtiberio@webstergolf.com 
LiLiO Salt Road, Webster, New York 1Li580 

1900 Westfall Road 
Rochester, NY 14618 

Reverend John 
Macholz 

(585) 442-1018 

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation. Called to be Christ's presence and love in God's world and 
recognizing that we are all God's children with differing abilities and gifts, we as members of Atonement 
Lutheran Church welcome persons who are gay, lesbian, transgendered , bi-sexual, transsexual , and 
heterosexual as well as of any ethnicity, culture, socio-economic status, or other characteristic, who come 
bringing with them their life experiences, hopes and dreams in order that they might experience the presence 
and love of God in this community of faith. 
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TO STAND ON 
MOCHA's evolution 
By Evelyn Bailey 

In September the new Executive 
Director of The MOCHA Center, Bruce 
E. Smail, was officially welcomed by 
the Rochester community. The list of 
MOCHA's Executive Directors bench
mark the organization's achievements in 
fighting HIV/AIDS in communities of 
color in the Rochester and Buffalo areas. 
Every organization has a beginning. For 
MOCHA that beginning took place 15 
years ago. 

In 1996 Gary English, a young gay 
Black man who was an Americorp worker 
at the Rochester Center for Independent 
Living (RCIL), expressed concern and dis
may over the lack of attention to and ser
vices for gay African American men in the 
community. He felt that this demographic 
had needs, issues and unique concerns 
that were specific to their life experiences 
as men of color living with HIV/AIDS. 

These concerns included societal 
racism, homophobia, and sexism. The 
anti-gay influence of the church and an 
unstable family life also often accompa
nied those clients. It was generally felt 
that people who had similar experiences 
could best relate to and understand the 
layers of oppression and other marginal
izing life events. 

Gary also stressed the importance of 
people being able to go to service provid
ers (regardless of the service) where they 
saw others like themselves, in a warm and 
supportive environment. This is particu
larly an issue because of white society's 
ongoing general fear and misunderstand
ing about both HIV and AIDS and peo
ple of color. 

Similar services had been provided to 
men of color for many years downstate in 
the New York City and Long Island area. 
After many months of highly detailed 
research and sweat equity, a grant pro
posal followed. Several months later, the 
MOCHA Project became a reality. 

The Men Of Color Health Awareness 
Project actually began Dec. 1, 1996 as 
a five year project funded by the N.Y.S. 
Health Department AIDS Institute. The 
goal was to reduce new infections partic
ularly among men of color who identify 
either as gay or as MSM (men who have 
sex with men). In 1996, The Rochester 
Center for Independent Living allowed 
Gary to use the center's resources as an 
incubator to develop the program. The 
program started out providing services 
and activities around HIV/AIDS outreach 
and education. 

In 1997 in the African American 
community, men who have sex with men 
(MSM) accounted for 41 percent of new 
infections as compared with 37 percent 
among injecting drug users. The Men Of 
Color Health Awareness Program aimed 
to change these frightening statistics. The 
MOCHA Project consisted of a program 
coordinator, Gary English, and the four 
peer educators who worked with him: Arl
ish a Massey, Edwin Watson, Eric Jeneson, 
and Edward Downing and an administra
tive assistant, Elizabeth Ramsey. 

In a 1997 interview with Susan Jor
dan, the Empty Closet editor, Gary said, 
"The first couple of years you are just get
ting off the ground. We have to establish 
our presence in the minority community. 
Within the five years we hope to sustain 
ourselves, and make this project a perma
nent institution in the community." 

Arlisha Massey said, "It's an ongoing 
process. You have to be innovative. In 
reaching our target population we've had 
extensive training that will help us quite 
a bit." 

"We feel the meat of the program is 
intervention," Gary English said. "We 
believe that you can't just give men con
doms and expect them to use them all 
the time. Men need support around com
ing out and feeling good about that, 
and around self esteem. The intervention 
group is where behaviors change and are 
sustained." 

The program has grown over the years 
and now the MOCHA Center includes 
case management, support groups and 
other direct services. (See the interview 
with new ED Bruce Smail on page A 6.) 

The mission of MOCHA has always 
been to strengthen communities of color 
and their families as they define them. 
This could be accomplished by provid-
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ing supportive environments that clients 
could relat<s to. Early on, the pioneers of 
the MOCHA Project recognized that 
these social environments impact healthy 
behaviors. Therefore, it was MOCHA's 
goal to seek and to promote health and 
wellness through advocacy, education, 
prevention, and community development 
specializing in LGBTQ programming. 

In 1998, after setting a positive course 
for MOCHA, Gary English returned to 
New York City, or to Brooklyn, to be 
more precise. 

Excerpts from an article, AIDS CRI
SIS MANAGEMENT: He fights for 
black gay men, in August 5, 2005 edi
tion of the Daily News; NY Local: AIDS 
ONCE RAN Gary English out of New 
York City. 

This was in the early 1990s, when 
the disease seemed unstoppable, running 
rampant through the gay community with 
few effective treatments in sight. English 
was a gay, sexually active, HIV-negative 
man -- just as he is today -- and intent on 
staying that way. 

"It was the gay plague," English 
recalled. "It was epidemic and there were 
no medications for it. I'd moved here 
(from Rochester, N.Y.) because I wanted 
to be in a large, urban community with 
more respect for the gay and lesbian life
style. But I left because I was scared of 
catching AIDS." 

Fortunately for the city (New York), 
English, 44, returned here just over seven 
years ago, this time to join the fight 
against the epidemic he once fled. His lat
est effort in the sadly never-ending cam
paign against AIDS -- "Pride in the City 
2005," a five-day series of concerts, lec
tures, forums and free HIV testing events 
-- has been underway in Brooklyn since 
Wednesday. 

Created by English, who is execu
tive director of People of Color in Crisis, 
a group founded by African-American 
and gay men in 1988, "Pride, 2005" con
cludes on Sunday with a day-long series of 
concerts at Jacob Riis Park beach in the 
Rockaways featuring Martha Wash, Joce
lyn Brown and Pepper Mashay. The event 
is heavy stuff cloaked in fun, the main 
intent being to get gay men, particularly 
gay men of color, tested so they can know 
their status. "You can be negative and still 
be sexually active," English said. "Studies 
show that men who know their status are 
better able to protect themselves and their 
partners." ... 

The Daily News article continues: 
English is a long-time activist. He 

keeps a slightly faded, black-and-white 
picture in his Bergen St., Brooklyn, office 
of his teenage self wearing a black beret 
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and overcoat, mouth open in mid-chant, 
protesting racism and sexism. Before that 
he had taken part, at age 13, in protests 
demanding prison reform after the Attica 
State Prison riots, where state police killed 
dozens of prisoners and their hostages 
while retaking the facility. "I was always 
involved in grassroots politics," Gary said. 
"I wanted to stand up for my own rights 
and for my people. I'm black and gay at 
the same time. I bring it all to the table." 

In February of 2007, Gary English 
resigned his position as Executive Direc
tor of People of Color In Crisis to move to 
Atlanta, Georgia. As I write this article, I 
am not sure where Gary English is. I can 
tell you that in all likelihood he continues 
to stand up for his own rights, for his peo
ple and for all people. Shoulders To Stand 
On is proud to recognize the "Founding 
Shoulders" of MOCHA - Gary English . 

In Honor of Veteran's Day November 11: Timeline -- Don't Ask Don't Tell 
1950: Harry S. Truman Signs Uniform Code of Military Justice. 

Sets up discharge rules for homosexual servicemen. 
1982: Ronald Reagan's Defense Directive Homosexuality is incompatible with 

military service - Results in Discharge. 
1992: Bill Clinton's campaign promise to lift the ban. 
1993: Don't Ask Don't Tell compromise. 
1994: Ousted lesbian Col. Grethe Cammermeyer reinstated. 
2003: Former Pres. Bill Clinton calls for end to "Don't Ask Don't Tell". 
2006: Supreme Court upholds the ban. 
2008: Barack Obama's campaign promise: full repeal of law. 
2010: Congress votes on repeal, Pentagon study conducted. 

Republicans block vote. 
2010: Dec. 15, House passes repeal. 
2010: Dec. 18, Senate passes repeal. 
2011: Sept. 20, DADT repealed. 
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(Cal. Gov. continued from page 5) 
ensures that the law is clear and folks who 
experience discrimination know they are 
protected. We thank Assemblymember 
Atkins for authoring this important piece 
of legislation and Governor Brown for 
signing the bill into law." 

In 2009, the Transgender Law Cen
ter released its "State of Transgender 
California" report. The report revealed 
overwhelmingly that Californians who 
experience discrimination based on gen
der identity and gender expression at work 
or elsewhere often do not file complaints, 
because they are unaware that they are 
protected by non-discrimination laws. 

"The rights of transgender Califor
nians are coming out of the closet," said 
Masen Davis, Executive Director of the 
Transgender Law Center. "Thanks to 
the fair-minded legislature and Governor 
Brown, employment posters and student 
handbooks will finally inform transgen
der people of their rights, and educate 
employers and schools about their respon
sibilities. It's about time." 

''All students deserve the opportunity 
to attend school without fear of discrimi
nation," said Gay-Straight Alliance Net
work Interim Executive Director Laura 
Valdez. "We are grateful to Governor 
Brown for signing this law to ensure that 
confusing legal wording will no longer 
stand between California's transgender 
and gender-nonconforming students and 
their right to a safe learning environ
ment." 

New records law simplifies life 
Gov. Brown also signed into law 

Assembly Bill 433, the Vital Statistics 
Modernization Act, which streamlines 
the process for Californians to obtain 
and update birth certificates. The bill 
was authored by Assemblymember Bon
nie Lowenthal (D-Long Beach) and spon
sored by the Transgender Law Center and 
Equality California. 

"The government belongs to transgen
der people as much as it belongs to any
one else," said Assemblymember Bonnie 
Lowenthal, D-Long Beach, author of the 
bill. "California's records belong to Cali
fornians. It's as simple as that." 

The Vital Statistics Modernization Act 
brings California law that governs chang
es to birth certificates, and other identifi
cation documents in line with standards 
set by the United States Department of 
State for gender changes on passports, 
alleviating the confusion, anxiety and 
even danger transgender people often face 
when seeking changes to identity docu
ments. The law simplifies the current 
process transgender people must follow 
to obtain a new birth certificate to reflect 
their gender, requiring only that trans
gender individuals receive medical certi
fication from an attending physician that 
the that they have undergone "clinically 
appropriate treatment." 

"The Vital Statistics Modernization 
Act eliminates outdated and onerous bar
riers that transgender people face when 

trying to update their IDs," said Masen 
Davis, Executive Director of the Trans
gender Law Center. "Having identity 
documents that match who we truly are is 
critical to our ability to work, travel, and 
thrive. We applaud Governor Brown and 
our lawmakers for prioritizing the health 
and safety of transgender Californians" 

"Transgender people, like all Califor
nians, deserve to live with dignity and 
respect," said Roland Palencia, Executive 
Director for Equality California. "Some
thing as simple as government recognition 
of their authentic gender identity is essen
tial to ensuring transgender Californians 
can pursue their lives without harassment 
and fear. We applaud Assemblymember 
Lowenthal and Governor Brown for their 
leadership and for making California a 
more fair and equal state for all Califor-
. " mans. 

Brown vetoes healthcare 
competency bill • why? 

Amid the signing of a number of pro
equality bills over the weekend of Oct. 
8-9 which included protections for trans
gender Californians, California Governor 
Jerry Brown also vetoed a bill (SB747) 
that would have required a broad range of 
health professionals to complete continu
ing education in cultural competency for 
treating LGBT individuals. 

GLMA has long advocated for LGBT 
cultural competency training for health 
professionals, and supported SB747, spon
sored by Senator Christine Kehoe, as an 
important step to improve the health and 
well-being of LG BT patients. 

''Although GLMA applauds the Gov
ernor's commitment to LGBT equality, 
GLMA is also disappointed by Governor 
Brown's veto of this very important health 
bill," said Hector Vargas, Executive Direc
tor of the Gay & Lesbian Medical Associ
ation. "Through GLMA's work to address 
health disparities, we know that continu
ing education for health professionals in 
providing culturally competent care for 
LGBT patients improves the health and 
well-being of LG BT people." 

In letters of support to members of 
the California Assembly and Senate for 
SB747 ("LGBT Cultural Competence 
Training"), GLMA cited a recent GLMA
American Medical Association (AMA) 
collaborative survey finding that almost 
40 percent of participating physicians 
reported they had no formal training 
- either in medical school, residency or 
from CME or post-graduate training - on 
LGBT health issues. Both the Institute 
of Medicine and the US Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS), in 
separate communications, recently recog
nized a lack of training of health profes
sionals as a significant barrier to LGBT 
people receiving quality healthcare. 

Using similar reasoning for his veto of 
SB747, Governor Brown also vetoed a bill 
that would have added questions on sexu
al orientation, gender identity and gender 
expression to the California Health Infor
mation Survey and the Behavioral Risk 
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Factor Surveillance System. 
"GLMA looks forward to working 

with our partners to have further dis
cussions with the Governor on why it is 
important to have both legal and regula
tory mandates for LGBT cultural compe
tency training," stated Vargas. "GLMA 
believes both these bills will improve the 
health and well-being of California LG BT 
people." 

Gays react to Cain's 
"being gay is a choice" 

Pam Spaulding posted on pamshouse
blend. com on Oct. 5: "Herman Cain 
takes the laziest, most non-reality based 
way to declare his homophobia for the 
fringe voter out there. He needs proof that 
being gay is not a choice. 

"It's lazy because 1) there is actually 
science out there that confirms this; and 
2) religion, party affiliation, are choices, 
race and a host of other attributes aren't, 
yet they are protected classes under the 
law." 

Zack Ford at Think Progress: CAIN: 
"Well, you show me the science that it's 
not and I'll be persuaded. Right now it's 
my opinion against the opinions of oth
ers who feel differently. That's just a dif
ference of opinions." (Cain repeated his 
claim on Oct. 22 on CNN, adding that 
being gay "is a sin".) 

"If Cain has not seen 'the science,' he 
clearly has never bothered to look. Based 
on decades of research, all major medical 
professional organizations agree that sex
ual orientation is not a choice and cannot 
be changed, from gay to straight or other
wise. The American Psychological Asso
ciation, the world's largest association of 
psychological professionals, describes sex
ual orientation as 'a complex interaction 
of environmental, cognitive and biological 
factors.' There is considerable evidence to 
suggest that biology, 'including genetic or 
inborn hormonal factors,' plays a signifi
cant role in a person's sexuality. 

"Perhaps someone could make sure 
Mr. Cain sees this post so he can properly 
reevaluate his inaccurate 'opinion'." 

The Log Cabin Republicans issued 
this statement via email: 

"Log Cabin Republicans invite GOP 
presidential candidate Herman Cain to 
meet to discuss the science of sexual orien
tation and the benefits of repealing 'Don't 
Ask, Don't Tell,' after his having made 
such remarks on ABC's The View today. 

'''If Herman Cain truly wants to see 
the science proving that sexual orientation 
is not a choice, Log Cabin Republicans 
would be happy to show it to him,' said 
Log Cabin Republicans Executive Direc
tor R. Clarke Cooper. 'The claim that a 
person chooses to be gay or lesbian has 
been discredited by every major profes
sional medical organization, starting with 
the American Psychological Association 
and the American Medical Association. 
An individual's orientation is no more a 
choice than the color of his skin or wheth
er he is left-handed, and too many people 
have been hurt because of failed attempts 

to change the way they were born.' 
"I would also be happy to discuss my 

experiences as a current Army reserve offi
cer and combat veteran, and the testimo
ny of military leadership that the repeal 
of 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell' strengthens 
our armed forces and furthers America's 
national security interests. It is unfor
tunate that Mr. Cain chose to divert 
attention away from a solid platform of 
greater liberty and smaller government by 
indulging in anti-gay rhetoric. Log Cabin 
Republicans sincerely hope that Herman 
Cain is open to hearing the evidence and 
changing his mind on these issues." 

"Herman Cain's remarks that homo
sexuality is a choice are, frankly, jaw
dropping and certainly unbecoming of a 
presidential hopeful," said Human Rights 
Campaign President Joe Solmonese. 
"Leading medical organizations, includ
ing the American Psychological Associa
tion, the American Medical Association 
and the American Psychiatric Associa
tion, all speak with a loud and clear voice 
- implying that someone's sexual orienta
tion can be chosen or changed is danger
ous. HRC is eager to connect Herman 
Cain with medical professionals who can 
walk him through the very basic science 
that he says he is seeking out." 

Cain's remarks are dangerous because 
implying that homosexuality is a choice 
gives unwarranted credence to roundly 
disproven practices such as 'conversion' or 
'reparative' therapy. The risks associated 
with attempts to consciously change one's 
sexual orientation include depression, 
anxiety and self-destructive behavior. 
The American Psychological Associa
tion, American Medical Association, the 
American Counseling Association and the 
American Psychiatric Association are clear 
on the dangers of promoting and carrying 
out reparative therapy. 

The American Psychological Associa
tion says of homosexuality: "The preju
dice and discrimination that people who 
identify as lesbian, gay, or bisexual regu
larly experience have been shown to have 
negative psychological effects ... most peo
ple experience little or no sense of choice 
about their sexual orientation." 

The American Medical Association 
says in its official statement: "[The AMAJ 
opposes, the use of 'reparative' or 'con
version' therapy that is based upon the 
assumption that homosexuality per se is 
a mental disorder or based upon the a 
priori assumption that the patient should 
change his/her homosexual orientation." 

The American Counseling Association 
says it "opposes portrayals of lesbian, gay, 
and bisexual youth and adults as mentally 
ill due to their sexual orientation; and sup
ports the dissemination of accurate infor
mation about sexual orientation, mental 
health, and appropriate interventions in 
order to counteract bias that is based on 
ignorance or unfounded beliefs about 
same-gender sexual orientation." 

The American Psychiatric Association 
echoes other leading medical organiza
tions in coming out against attempts to 
change sexual orientation: "Many patients 
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who have undergone reparative therapy 
relate that they were inaccurately told 
that homosexuals are lonely, unhappy 
individuals who never achieve acceptance 
or satisfaction ... .Therefore, the American 
Psychiatric Association opposes any psy
chiatric treatment, such as reparative or 
conversion therapy which is based upon 
the assumption that homosexuality per se 
is a mental disorder or based upon the a 
priori assumption that the patient should 
change his/her sexual homosexual orien-

. " tatlOn. 
Learn more about the dangers of repar

ative therapy at www.hrc.org/resources/ 
entry/ the-lies-and-dangers-of-reparative
therapy. HRC members and supporters 
have been asked to act now to tell Herman 
Cain they don't agree with his message 
that homosexuality is a choice. 

ICE won't stop 
deportation; ignores 
Obama guidelines 

The Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) office in Philadelphia 
has refused to stop the deportation that 
would separate Anton Tanumihardja, an 
Indonesian citizen, from his American 
husband, Brian Andersen, despite new 
guidelines issued by the Obama admin
istration that are intended to set aside all 
low-priority deportation cases and keep 
all families together - including gay and 
lesbian couples. 

Specifically, ICE rejected their request 
for "deferred action," a remedy that 
allows individuals meeting specific crite
ria to stay in the country indefinitely, even 
though they are technically deportable. At 
a meeting on Oct.7 with a Philadelphia 
deportation officer, Anton was told that 
unless there was some intervention in his 
case that reversed this decision, he would 
face deportation by January. 

In its decision, ICE said only that 
they denied the request because there was 
nothing "extraordinary" about their case. 

The Field Office Director did not explain 
how he arrived at this decision or why 
he would only grant deferred action to 
"extraordinary cases." ICE did not explain 
why they were not applying the guidelines 
set forth on June 19 by ICE Director John 
Morton. 

ICE made no mention of the August 
18 letter by Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) Secretary Janet Napol
itano announcing the administration's 
intent to conduct a system-wide review 
to ensure that all low-priority deportation 
cases were set aside, and made no men
tion of the DHS clarification on that day 
that LG BT families are included in the 
guidelines. 

Lavi Soloway, lawyer for Anton T anu
mihardja & Brian Andersen, and founder 
of Stop The Deportations, said, "We are 
shocked and disappointed that ICE has 
failed to implement the guidelines set 
forth by this administration. The Obama 
administration made a commitment to 
stop deportations that would tear apart 
families, including gay and lesbian cou
ples, and yet in its decision the ICE office 
in Philadelphia is failing to make good 
on that commitment. The administration 
must take immediate action to ensure that 
the new deportation policy is being imple
mented fairly and consistently by ICE 
deportation officers in local offices, or this 
policy announcement is meaningless." 

Anton Tanumihardja satisfies numer
ous criteria set forth by the administration 
in its prosecutorial discretion guidelines: 
(1) he has strong ties to Philadelphia 
which has been his home for the past 
9 years; (2) he is a hard working and 
respected member of his community; (3) 
ever since fleeing Indonesia, he has pur
sued a legal immigration process that was 
ultimately unsuccessful; (4) he is married 
to his U.S. citizen spouse, Brian Ander
son, and has strong family relationships to 
his spouse and his spouse's family; (5) he 
has no ties to Indonesia, a country he fled 
because of persecution due to his identity 
as a gay man, Christian and an ethnic 
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Chinese person. The guidelines set forth 
by DHS also require ICE to consider con
ditions in the country to which one (i.e., 
Anton) would be deported. 

Anton cannot return to Indonesia and 
live safely; furthermore, there is no way 
that his husband, Brian, could move 
there, nor any way they could safely or 
legally live there as a legally married 
gay couple. All these conditions are laid 
out in the administration's prosecutorial 
discretion guidelines. Despite meeting 
these conditions, and despite the admin
istration's recent confirmation that those 
guidelines would be applied to gay and 
lesbian couples, Anton now faces the real
ity of deportation by January. 

Brian and Anton's case is the first 
test of the administration's commitment 
to stop deportations involving same
sex binational couples since the Aug. 18 
announcement by DHS Secretary Janet 
Napolitano. It is the first time that the 
spouse of a gay American, with a final 
removal order, has requested prosecutorial 
discretion under the new guidelines. 

"The Obama administration's new 
policy has failed to protect Anton and 
Brian from deportation. ICE's determina
tion to deport Anton regardless of the new 
guidelines demonstrates that the admin
istration has not instructed ICE depor
tation officers on the implementation of 
the LGBT-inclusive prosecutorial discre
tion guidelines for an individual with a 
final order of removal," said Lavi Solo
way. "Today's decision is a devastating 

setback for this couple, and should be of 
great concern to everyone, including the 
Obama administration, as they work to 
ensure that we have a fair and humane 
deportation policy." 

Hate group fails to 
repeal Calif. history bill 

In an email blast on Oct. 11, Stop 
SB 48, the anti gay coalition working to 
repeal California's recently-passed Fair 
Education Act (aka the LGBT History 
Bill) which mandates school curriculums 
teach about gay history and important gay 
people, admits that it seems unlikely they 
will collect enough signatures to get the 
repeal measure on the ballot: 

"The News is Not Good ... it is doubt
ful we will get the number of signatures 
we need to qualify. Unfortunately the last 
several deliveries of mail have not been 
what was expected and a large number of 
petitions have been pulled out because of 
errors. From all appearances, we would 
need a miracle to qualify this referen
dum." 

Blogger Andy Towle commented, 
"Sounds like good news to me!" 

Anti-gay activists had been using child 
molestation at various stands around the 
state in order to scare people into signing 
their petitions. Apparently that doesn't 
work so well anymore. 

Read more: http://www.towleroad. 
com/ #ixzzlaUN21 Diu 

(News Fronts continue on page 16) 
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(News Fronts continued from page 15) 

Activist Janice Langbehn 
receives President's 
Citizens Medal 

On Oct. 20, President Obama wel
comed to the White House the 13 
recipients of the 2011 Presidential Citi
zens Medal, the nation's second-highest 
civilian honor. 

"This year's recipients of the Citi
zens Medal come from different back
grounds, but they share a commitment 
to a cause greater than themselves," said 
President Obama. "They exemplify the 
best of what it means to be an Ameri
can, and I am honored to be able to 
offer them a small token of our appre
ciation." 

One of the recipients was Janice 
Langbehn of Lacey, Wash., a lesbian 
who has worked to reform hospital visi
tation policies since her own partner 
died alone while Janice was refused per
mission to be with her in the hospital. 

The Citizens Medal was established 
in 1969 to recognize American citizens 
who have performed exemplary deeds of 
service for their country or their fellow 
citizens. President Obama recognized 
Americans whose work has had a sig
nificant impact on their communities, 
but may not have garnered national 
attention. In May, the President called 
on members of the public to nominate 
people in their lives who have performed 
exemplary deeds of service outside of 
their regular jobs, including individuals: 

"Who have a demonstrated commit
ment to service in their own community 
or in communities farther from home. 
Someone who has engaged in activities 
that have had an impact in their local 
community, on a community or com
munities elsewhere in the United States, 
or on fellow citizens living or stationed 

around the world. 
"Who have helped their country 

or their fellow citizens through one or 
more extraordinary acts. Individuals 
who have demonstrated notable skill 
and grace, selflessly placed themselves 
in harm's way, taken unusual risks or 
steps to protect others, made extraor
dinary efforts to further a national 
goal, or otherwise conducted themselves 
admirably when faced with unusually 
challenging circumstances. 

"Whose service relates to a long
term or persistent problem. Individuals 
who have made efforts to combat stub
bornly persistent problems that impact 
entire communities; for example, those 
who have taken innovative steps to 
address hunger, homelessness, the drop
out crisis, lack of access to health care, 
and other issues that plague too many 
Americans. 

"Whose service has had a sustained 
impact on others' lives and provided 
inspiration for others to serve. The ideal 
nominee for a Citizens Medal is a per
son whose work has had a meaningful 
and lasting impact on the lives of oth-

" ers. 
While on vacation with her family in 

February 2007, Janice Langbehn's part
ner, Lisa Pond, suddenly fell ill and was 
rushed to the hospital. Langbehn was 
refused access to her partner, who had 
experienced a brain aneurysm and later 
died alone. 

With the help of Lambda Legal and 
GLAAD, she filed a federal lawsuit 
and worked to get her story out to the 
nation. Janice's story received attention 
from President Obama, who personally 
apologized to her for the way she and 
her family were treated. He went on to 
revise hospital visitation rights for gay 
and lesbian couples, which went into 
effect this past January for any hospitals 
receiving federal Medicare or Medic
aid funds. Langbehn receives the Citi
zens Medal for her efforts to ensure all 
Americans are treated equally. 
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NGLTF launches "Queer 
the Census" campaign 

The National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force is launching the next phase of its 
"Queer the Census" campaign, which 
is designed to ensure LGBT people are 
included in a broad swath of federal sur
veys and data collection efforts. 

The Task Force is encouraging people 
to learn more about why federal surveys 
are important and to get involved through 
an action center on its www.Queerthe
Census.org website. 

Despite progress being made in the 
area of counting married same-sex cou
ples, LGBT individuals still are not count
ed in the census or hundreds of other 
federal surveys that are supposed to reflect 
the diversity of people in the U.S. The 
census and other data are the basis for 
how the government spends billions of 
dollars each year. This data is used by 
researchers, advocates and policymakers 
to develop social service programs and 
make policy decisions affecting issues 
such as health care and economic stabil
ity; it also helps determine national and 
state funding and policy priorities. 

Through the action center on the Task 
Force's www.QueertheCensus.org web
site, participants will be able to sign a peti
tion asking for all federal surveys to count 
LG BT people, spread the word about the 
campaign, and stay in touch through 
social media. 

The first phase of the "Queer the Cen
sus" campaign was launched during that 
time, and people were urged to place a 
sticker on the back of their 2010 census 
envelopes asking the U.S. Census Bureau 
to count us all. More than 140,000 stick
ers were sent in and more than 30,000 
people signed a petition demanding the 
inclusion of LGBT lives in efforts like the 
census. 

"Without an accurate count, LGBT 
people are forced to go without funding 
for real, everyday services and remain vir
tually nonexistent in the eyes of our gov
ernment," said National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force Executive Director Rea Carey. 
"This is unacceptable. We continue to 
work with policymakers to ensure LGBT 
people are included in data collection on 
a broad spectrum of critical issues, includ
ing those involving our health, our fami
lies, our economic well-being, our safety 
and much more." 

For more information on how to 
"Queer the Census," visit www.Queerthe
Census.org. 

NOM to defy Minnesota 
donor disclosure law 

The National Organization for Mar
riage, which continues to see courts rule 
against it in Rhode Island and Maine, 
where it is trying to keep secret the names 
of donors to anti-gay campaigns, says 
it will defy the law again in Minnesota 
if need be. On Oct. 20, NOM lost its 
California case and was ordered to reveal 
future donors as well. The group is not 

expected to comply. 
The group, with Minnesota Fami

ly Council and the Minnesota Catholic 
Conference, is part of a coalition trying to 
pass an anti-gay amendment there. 

The Minnesota Independent reports: 
"Last week, the Minnesota Cam

paign Finance and Public Disclosure 
Board announced it was considering 
updating its rules to close loopholes in 
the ballot initiative's reporting require
ments. The board released guidance to 
outside groups that want to donate to 
ballot campaigns such as Minnesota for 
Marriage, which supports the amend
ment, or Minnesotans United for All 
Families, which opposes the amend
ment, and spelled out how those dona
tions would be disclosed. 

"The guidance would heighten pub
lic disclosure around campaign spend
ing and was debated before the board 
in early October. On Oct. 4, Minnesota 
for Marriage cried foul and said it would 
only do what it had planned to in the 
past, calling the new guidance 'illegal.'" 

"Bigotry doesn't like the light of day," 
commented blogger Andy Towle. 

Supreme Court rejects 
gay parents' rights 

The Supreme Court has declined to 
hear an appeal of a lower court's ruling 
that adoptive gay parents may not both 
be listed on a child's amended birth cer
tificate. 

The justices rejected the California 
couple's appeal Oct. 11 without com
ment. The couple claims that Louisi
ana, where the child was born, has an 
unconstitutional policy against adoption 
by unmarried partners. The state used 
that policy to justify naming only one 
of them on an amended birth certificate. 

The men, Oren Adar and Mickey 
Ray Smith, argue gay couples have a due 
process right to be listed on such certifi
cates as joint custodial parents. A federal 
appeals court ruled against the couple 
earlier this year. Some civil rights groups 
had urged a high court review, saying 
the case would have broader implica
tions in the current legal fight in state 
and federal courts over same-sex mar
riage and whether states -- and Washing
ton, D.C. -- must honor legal rights that 
gays and lesbians enjoy in other states. 

This inaction may not bode well for 
future rulings about the portability of 
gay unions. 

By declining to hear the case, the 
Court lets stand an en banc decision 
from the Fifth Circuit that said that 
Louisiana could deny one of its children 
a birth certificate that lists both his par
ents simply because those parents both 
happen to be male. The case asks an 
important question of constitutional law 
-- what is the reach of the command of 
the Full Faith and Credit Clause, which 
requires one state to respect the "public 
acts, records, and judicial proceedings of 
every other state"? -- but also has impli
cations on Main Street, since without an 
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accurate birth certificate for their chil
dren, gay couples are at risk whenever 
they enter a new state that has different 
adoption and marriage laws. 

Adar and Smith are a gay couple 
who adopted their Louisiana-born son 
in 2006 in New York, where a judge 
issued an adoption decree. The couple 
then tried to get a new birth certificate 
for their child, in part so the child could 
be added to his parents' health insur
ance, but the registrar's office told him 
that Louisiana does not recognize adop
tion by unmarried parents and would 
not issue it with both adopted par
ents' names. A Louisiana district court 
ordered the registrar to change course, 
as did a unanimous three-judge panel of 
the Fifth Circuit. But, a sharply divided 
Fifth Circuit, sitting en bane, said Loui
siana did not have to change the child's 
birth certificate. 

Read more: http://www.towleroad. 
com/#ixzz1aaQ64MBm 

Rank and file workers' 
union endorses ENDA 

A "rank and file" workers union 
has endorsed the Employment Non-Dis
crimination Act (ENDA), reports Chris 
Johnson at the Washington Blade: 

The United Electrical, Radio and 
Machine Workers of America approved 
the resolution on the need to end anti
LGBT discrimination at its 72nd nation
al convention in Pittsburgh, Pa. the first 
week in October. 

~ message from Sen. 
Bernie Sanders 

By Senator Bernie Sanders (Vermont) 
The Occupy Wall Street prot,ests are 

shining a national spotlight on the most 
powerful, dangerous and secretive eco
nomic and political force in America. 

If this country is to break out of this 
horrendous recession and create the mil
lions of jobs we desperately need, if we 
are going to create a modicum of finan
cial stability for the future, there is no 
question but that the American people 
are going to have to take a very hard look 
at Wall Street and demand fundamen
tal reforms. I hope these protests are the 
beginning of that process. 

Let us never forget that as a result of 
the greed, recklessness and illegal behav
ior on Wall Street, this country was 
plunged into 

The two-page resolution, titled "End 
Discrimination Based on Sexual Orien
tation," says the "most powerful weapon 
in the bosses' arsenal is divide and con
quer" and workers are strongest when 
they're united, including on the basis of 
sexual orientation and gender identity. 

"We all should have the same rights 
regardless of color, gender, age, or sexual 
orientation," the resolution states. 

"Unity and solidarity are not con
ditions we take for granted. We must 
continue to educate ourselves and our 
co-workers to maintain and strengthen 
our unity in the face of employer efforts 
to divide the workforce." 

The union's resolution also endorses 
the idea of President Obama issuing 
an executive order to end LGBT work
place discrimination, thought Obama 
has given no clear signs that he is plan
ning to do so 

Study: Stigma, 
inequality affect LGB 
health 

Ongoing stigma and social inequality 
can increase stress and reduce well-being 
for lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) 
people, even in the absence of major 
traumatic events such as hate violence, 
abuse, and discrimination, according 
to a new study co-authored by Dr. Ilan 
H. Meyer, Williams Sr. Scholar at the 
UCLA School of Law's Williams Insti
tute. 

The study, "We'd Be Free": Nar-

Roosevelt and break up these behemoths 
so that there will be real competition 
in the financial industry and, when big 
banks fail again, there will be no need to 
bail them out. 

2) Put a cap on credit card interest 
rates to end usury. When credit card com
panies charge 25- or 30-percent interest 
rates they are not engaged in the business 
of "making credit available" to their cus
tomers. They are involved in extortion, 
usury and loan-sharking. 

3) The Federal Reserve needs to pro
vide small businesses in America with the 
same low-interest loans it gave to foreign 
banks. When Wall Street collapsed, the 
Fed lent out $16 trillion in low interest 
loans to central banks around the world 
and every major financial institution in 
this country. Now, at a time when small 
businesses can't get the loans they need, 

it is time for 
the worst eco
nomic down
turn since the 
Great Depres
sion. Millions 
of Americans 
lost their jobs, 
homes and life 
savings as the 
middle class 
underwent an 
unprecedented 

The question now becomes, 
how do we change the financial 

system so that it works 

the Fed to cre
ate millions of 
American jobs 
by providing 
low-interest 
loans directly 
to small busi-

for all Americans, not just 
the top one percent? 

nesses. 
4) Stop 

Wall Street 

collapse. Sadly, despite all the suffering 
caused by Wall Street, there is no reason 
to believe that the major financial insti
tutions have changed their ways, or that 
future financial disasters and bailouts will 
not happen again. 

The question now becomes: how do 
we change the financial system so that it 
works for all Americans, not just the top 
one percent? 

Here are several proposals that I am 
working on: 

1) If a financial institution is too big 
to fail, it is too big to exist. Today, the six 
largest financial institutiions in America 
have assets equivalent to 65 percent of the 
United States' GDP -- $9.4 trillion dol
lars. It is time to take a page from Teddy 

oil speculators 
from artifi

cially increasing gasoline and heating oil 
prices. Wall Street speculators are buying 
and selling billions of barrels of oil in the 
energy futures market with no intention 
of using a drop for any purpose other than 
to make a quick buck. We have got to end 
excessive oil speculation and bring needed 
relief to American consumers in lower oil 
and gas prices. 

5) Demand that Wall Street invest 
in the job-creating productive economy, 
instead of gambling on worthless deriva
tives. The American people have got to 
make it crystal clear to Wall Street that 
the era of excessive speculation is over. 
The "heads, bankers win; tails, everyone 
else loses" financial system must end. 

6) Establish a Wall Street speculation 

ratives of Life Without Homophobia, 
Racism, or Sexism, was published in 
Sexuality Research and Social Policy. 
The study examined the effects of expo
sure to everyday stigma -- consistent, 
ongoing experiences of inequality. Sub
jects reported estrangement from fami
lies, failure to complete schooling, and 
isolation in the workplace. 

"Imagine living life anticipating 
exclusion from your friends, family and 
professional circles simply because of 
who you are and who you love - that 
resulting stress takes a toll on one's life 
and health," said co-author Dr. Ilan 
Meyer. 

Black and Latino LGB participants, 
in particular, characterized homophobia, 
racism and sexism as a source of stress 
that led to missed life opportunities, 
including a quality education and higher 
levels of self-confidence. 

"For members of minority groups, 
day-to-day life experiences that may 
seem minor to others can and do have 
significant and lasting impact on one's 
well-being," said Dr. Meyer. "The idea 
that simply walking out your door will 
expose you to societal rejection and 
stigma creates a climate of stress that 
can lead to detrimental, long-term con
sequences." 

The research also found that, para
doxically, sexual minorities sometimes 
view stigma as having enhanced their 
lives and as having a defining impact 
on their identity. For example, LGB 
individuals who were forced to leave 

fee on credit default swaps, derivatives, 
stock options and futures. Both the eco
nomic crisis and the deficit crisis are a 
direct result of the greed and recklessness 
on Wall Street. Establishing a specula
tion fee would reduce gambling on Wall 
Street, encourage the financial sector to 
invest in the productive economy, and 
significantly reduce the deficit without 
harming average Americans. 

(You can read my full op-ed at the 
Huffington Post.) 

The Occupy Wall Street demonstra
tors are shining a light on one of the most 
serious problems facing the United States 
-- the greed and power of Wall Street. 
Now is the time for the American people 
to demand that the president and Con
gress follow that light -- and act. The 
future of our economy is at stake. 

Thank you for your support. 

A Day in the Life of a 
Transgender Person 
By Pamela Barres 

A day in the life of a transgender per
son depends on just where in the transi
tion process the particular transgender 
person is, are they just beginning, quite a 
ways along but not yet reached their final 
destination, or this is the new normal. 

It also depends on their surgical sta
tus or lack thereof. What are their gender 
markers on their identification docu
ments and how do they match their gen
der presentation? And do these gender 
markers match, or are they at variance 
with gender markers on their insurance 
or employment records, or credit cards? 

In my case, my Social Security identi
fication does not conform to my driver's 
license. Because I am on Medicare, this 
requires me to have a little coming out 
discussion with every new medical pro
vider's billing department. If someone 
is new in the transition process, which 
restroom to pick, i.e. will I pass as being 
appropriate for this restroom or not, can 
be a source of real anxiety. These are 
issues that very few people who are not 
trans gender encounter. 

Of course a major dividing line as to 
what type of day and what concerns a 
trans person may have, is whether or not 
the person lives full-time in a single gen
der world or lives in a bi gender, or per
haps gender queer, or non-gender world. 

their hometowns found a more accept
ing community and new professional 
and personal opportunities in big cit
ies that might not otherwise have been 
available to them. 

The research has implications for 
public policy because it shows the 
many often-unknown effects of stigma. 
"The study's results show policymakers 
need to think more broadly than sim
ply reducing extreme forms of abuse 
through measures like anti-bullying pol
icies. Although reducing abuse and vio
lence should be a primary focus, policy 
measures that enhance positive aspects 
of gay identity, like interventions that 
connect LGB persons to their communi
ties, could help reduce the stress caused 
by social exclusion," said Dr. Meyer. 

The study, funded by the National 
Institute of Mental Health, used quali
tative analysis with 57 sexual minority 
men and women to identify aspects of 
stigma that are difficult to identify. 

While researchers can assess the 
impact of traumatic events, it is more 
difficult to determine consequences of 
stress arising from non-traumatic events 
like missed opportunities, isolation, and 
moving from home in an attempt to find 
accepting communities. 

This research was supported by the 
National Institute of Mental Health 
grant R01-MH066058 to Dr. Ilan H. 
Meyer. 

For the full report, visit http:// 
www.springerlink.com/content/ 
q761v3380wjw1754/ . • 

Anything other than a single gender 
world adds another layer of complication. 

If one frequently moves from one 
gender to another, most people in this 
situation wish to be sure that their pre
sentation is not confusing or does not 
leave clues as to their other gender iden
tity. I still remember the time many years 
ago when I decided I needed to work as 
a guy and needed to buy a new suit. As I 
was getting ready to run out of the house 
to go shopping, I stopped in the bath
room for a drink of water and glanced in 
the mirror and realized I was still wear
ing lipstick -- oops can't do that. 

Even buying clothing can be a prob
lem. No matter how comfortable one is in 
their gender presentation, many of us have 
measurements that are somewhat off from 
the standard sizes, we are too tall, or too 
short, or too big here, but not big enough 
there, etc. These are minor issues that take 
some getting used to and perhaps require 
sewing or alteration expenses. 

And of course when we are out in 
public, we want to make sure our cloth
ing has the proper bulges that are appro
priate and not other bulges that are not 
appropriate for our gender presentation. 
And of course for many of us, depending 
on the age of our coming out, our voices 
and speaking styles can be a problem 
for both male to female and female to 
male, though generally F2Ms, once they 
start taking testosterone, settle in to a 
comfortable stereotypical male range. It 
is much harder for males to females, as 
estrogen does not feminize one's voice. 
And the more dominant male speaking 
style is sometimes hard to overcome. 

Those who are dating or want to date 
also can have problems. After deciding 
who, or what gender, they wish to date, 
the next major issue is, do I tell, what 
do I tell, who do I tell it to and when 
do I tell. I'm not sure there are any right 
answers, but it can cause a lot of anxious 
moments. 

If one wishes to respect and be sup
portive of a transgender person, the two 
most important things one can do are 
to refer to them by the appropriate pro
nouns for their gender presentation, and 
to call them by their desired name. Of 
course an inquiry about someone's geni
tals and/or whether or not they've had 
surgery, particularly when just meeting 
someone, is grossly inappropriate . • 
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aking the Scene 

IMAGEOUT - THE SCREENINGS: Eric Libey, 
Michael Gamilla, and Ed Wolf at ImageOut's 
screening of the documentary "We Were Here: The 
AIDS Years in San Francisco". Photo: Garnetta Ely 

Tim Mains and David Gardiner. 
Photo: Jeff Mills 

Left to right: Eliza Sullivan, Ashley Cellura, Kate Canino attend the 
opening night movie of ImageOut Festival 2011. Photo: Garnetta Ely 

Curt Heatherman, Vince Pape, and Jeff Briggs 
waiting to enter the Little Theatre on opening night 
at ImageOut festival. Photo: Garnetta Ely. 

Chad Miller, actor in "An Ordinary Family," Har
mony Santana from "The Open Weekend" and Lisa 
Haas, star of "Codependent Lesbian Space Alien 
Seeks Same," with ImageOut's Michael Gamilla. 
Photo: Garnetta Ely 

Waiting to see "We Are The 
Night" (wir sind die Nacht): 

Mary Ann Chesa, Toni, and Patti Strilec attend opening night of Ima
geOut at the Little on Oct. 8. Photo: Garnetta Ely 

Lorelei Eschbach and Garrett 
Smith. Photo: Garnetta Ely 

Photo: Jeff Mills Photo: Jeff Mills Photo: Jeff Mills 

Photo: Jeff Mills Photo: Jim Wilkins 

OUT & EQUAL: The Second Thursdays Networking 
Event for October took place at Henry B's on Oct. 11. 
Next up: Nov. 10 at WXXI Studios. Photo: Jim Wilkins 

VOICES FOR HOSPICE: The Rochester Women's Com
munity Chorus singing at the benefit concert "Voices 
for Hospice" in support of Zululand, South Africa on 
Oct. 8 at the Irondequoit United Church of Christ. 

GAGV VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION: Sue Cowell 
presents Gerry Szymanski with a award recog
nizing his dedicated work on the GAGV Library/ 
Archives, at the GAGV volunteer party at the 
Strathallan on Sept. 27. More photos on page B 12. 
Photo: Laur McSpadden 
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Emily at Jines. Photo: Susan Jordan 

Emily Jones 
By Susan Jordan 

Emily Jones is a Kodak retiree and, 
like many retired LGBT people, her 
days are crammed full of volunteering, 
activism and family, as well as recre
ation and fun. 

Emily, 64, is a longtime GAGV board 
member, chair of the Finger Lakes Out & 
Equal chapter board and co-chair of the 
national Out & Equal Regional Affili
ates, and has been on the Human Rights 
Campaign Business Council for 10 years. 

The adoring grandmother of Maya 
and Logan, Emily plans to marry her 
partner Deborah Hughes on June 2. 

"We have our honeymoon all set," Emily 
revealed. "We're going to St. Maartens; one 
of my favorite things is to travel to the 
Caribbean and also to Hawaii. We go to 
Kauai, because it's quiet and there's lots of 
culture, local industry and shops. Kauai is 
a beautiful, laid-back island, very different 
from the rest of Hawaii." 

The couple had an alarming experi
ence, however, when the recent tsunami 

struck during one of their VISitS, but 
fortunately it did not hit Kauai hard -
unlike Japan. 

Closer to home, Emily enjoys all the 
Rochester cultural festivals, especially the 
Clothesline, Park Avenue and Corn Hill. "I 
love looking for unique jewelry," she said. 
"I also love kayaking on Irondequoit Bay 
and in the Finger LaKes, and playing golf I 
am an ardent supporter of the LPGA and I 
even got to play with Rosie Jones in the Pro 
Am one year - we came in 11th." 

Emily adds, "I also spend an inordi
nate amount of time doing yoga at Mid
town Racquet Club, because of their 
excellent instructors. I did yoga seriously 
about 13 years ago, and started again seri
ously about a year ago, with enormous 
benefits. I no longer have aches and pains 
and I feel much stronger." 

Emily also enjoys Rochester's many 
cultural attractions, including the Memo
rial Art Gallery, the RPO, Geva, Blackfri
ars and Downstairs Cabaret. 

"I frequent the Museum and Science 
Center and spend a lot of time at the 
Strong Museum of Play with Maya and 
Logan," she said. ''I'm attending 11 mov
ies at ImageOut this year. Deborah and I 
are supporters of the festival." 

Emily's volunteer work and activism 
are equally important to her. "I spend a lot 
of time trying to do education on work-

Emily with her sister Barbara in her 
little red car, where she relives her 
youth by listening to 102.7. 

IMAGEOUT - THE PARTIES: At Viva, the closing night party at the Atrium, Village Gate, 
Oct. 15. The opening night party, Splash, was at the Strathallan. Photo: Jim Wilkins 

ImageOut's Michael Gamilla with 
Harmony Santana from the cast of 
Eating Out: The Open Weekend. 
Photo: Jeff Mills 

Carlos Carrero, winner of the 50/50, 
with ImageOut's Kevin Fuller at the 
closing night party. Photo; Jim Wilkins 

Emily and Deborah dance at ImageOut. 

place equality," she said. "I was co-chair of 
the regional Out & Equal conference held 
here this year, and was one of the speakers 
for the Empire State Pride Agenda's Busi
ness Supports Marriage Equality group, 
trying to get as many businesses as pos
sible to sign up in support. I like trying to 
shift public policy by engaging business in 
supporting issues like the Tax Equity Act, 
the Pension Act and Marriage Equality." 

Emily enjoys breakfast meetings at 
Jines and the selection of entrees at One 
Restaurant and at Warfield's High Point, 
in the grounds of Constellation Brands. "I 
love to go to Marge's bar near Seabreeze," 
she said, "and recently I've been enjoying 
the piano bar at the Strathallan, with the 
Swooners - really cool." 

She continues, "I enjoy walking in 
Corn Hill and eating along the canal. 
One of my hobbies is gardening, so I enjoy 
the multiple garden tours in Rochester, 
particularly the water feature tour, which 
I took in 2010. I'm currently thinking of 
getting a water feature in my own gar
den." Emily had planted eight trees in her 
garden on the day of the interview. 

Emily is also involved with the Susan 
B. Anthony House, especially with the 
Alligator Purse Project (Susan B. carried a 
large alligator purse on her travels in sup
port of women's suffrage, and that bag is 
still preserved at the House - and copies 
are now available for sale.) 

'''Every woman should have a purse 
of her own' - that originally meant that 
every woman should have money of her 
own," Emily said. "In the 19th centu
ry, a single woman could have her own 

Justin Hubbell of Hedonist Choco
lates feeds Samantha Vega. Photo: 
Jeff Mills 

Four grandmothers and three grand
daughters at the Susan B. Anthony 
House. A project teaches business 
practices and sends money to young 
women in Kenya. 

Emily's garden. 

money, but when she married, she and 
her possessions became the property of 
her husband. The New York Times called 
it 'Freedom of the Arm'." 

Emily admits, ''I'm really involved 
with the Susan B. Anthony House, not 
because of the history of women's suf
frage, but because it has taken on reju
venating the neighborhood. They have 
an after school program for the young 
girls in the neighborhood. A young man 
from the neighborhood, whom they have 
adopted, is now going to college. With the 
help of the docents and staff, he has cre
ated a new life with a purpose and a hope. 
They also work with women in transition. 
That's why the House appeals to me. It 
has everything to do with re-shaping a 
community and a neighborhood to create 
purpose and hope." 

Susan B. Anthony, who fought to 
end slavery as well as to get women the 
vote and equal rights, would no doubt 
approve . • 

Michael Gamilla & Paul Allen. Photo: 
Jim Wilkins 

Serial Blonde (third from left) with director Q. Allan Brocka and his cast from 
Eating Out: The Open Weekend. 
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Patrick Wetzel (Mr. Braith
waite) in "Billy Elliot the Musi
cal." Photo by Kyle Froman. 

Patrick Wetzel 
talks about rope 
tricks, cowgirls 
and Billy Elliot 
By Susan Jordan 

Patrick Wetzel plays Mr. 
Braithwaite in Elton John's Billy 
Elliot, which runs Nov. 29-Dec. 
11 at the Rochester Auditorium 
Theatre. Tickets are on sale now 
at Ticketmaster.com, 800-745-
3000 and the Auditorium The
atre Box Office (www.rbtl.org). 

Patrick's career credits 
include Mr. Braithwaite /Ensem
ble); on Broadway: All About 
Me, Spamalot, Drowsy Chaperone 
(recording), The Producers, Thou 
Shalt Not (recording), Annie Get 
Your Gun (recording) and Ain't 
Broadway Grand. NY: Anyone 
Can Whistle (Encores!), Gold
en Boy (Encores!), Sondheim's 
Opening Doors (Carnegie Hall), 
and in films: Christmas Carol 
(dir. Robert Zemeckis) and The 
Producers (dir. Susan Stroman). 

Patrick answered some ques
tions from The Empty Closet 
prior to his arrival in town with 
the show. 

Empty Closet: Can you tell 
us a little about yourself - your 
hometown and why you decided 
to go into show business, which 
is such a challenging career? 

Patrick Wetzel: Indeed, show 

Jim Ver Steeg 

Gay Sunday Brunch 
podcast has plenty 
of things to say 
By Susan Jordan 

The fabulous podcast Gay 
Sunday Brunch, hosted by Jim 
Ver Steeg, now originates at 
Equal=Grounds Coffee House. 
Gay Sunday Brunch has been 
nominated for a 2011 Podcast 
Award in the GLBT category. 

Jim Ver Steeg commented, 
"J ust for some perspective, near
ly 2,700 shows were nominated 
across the categories by over one 
million listeners -- and only a 

business can be a challenging 
career. 

I grew up in southern Mary
land and worked on tobacco 
farms in the summertime, but I 
also took dance lessons from an 
early age. To entertain myself on 
the farm, I would dance around, 
turning the flatbed, pulled by a 
tractor, into a stage, while tobac
co became various costumes and 
props. 

Did you know that after you 
strip the leaves off a tobacco 
stalk, it can be used as a cane? 
(I know how to work a flatbed 
truck like I was playing the Pal
ace!) I don't think I chose show 
business .... rather, it chose me. 

When I was 18, I auditioned 
for a touring production of Sin
gin'in the Rain. Shortly after that 
tour, I moved to New York City 
and started auditioning. Proud
ly, I've been in seven Broadway 
shows! 

EC: Do you think of yourself 
as an actor first and foremost, or 
as a singer/dancer? 

PW: I started out as a dancer. 
As a teenager, I started singing 
and acting with equal amounts 
of passion. Songs and dances 
are more exciting to watch when 
they are character driven. So, 
whether I'm speaking, singing 
or dancing, I approach it from 
an acting standpoint. 

Impressive dance steps are 
fun to watch, but when they 
are choreographically driven by 
a story, it's much more thrill
ing. Watching someone do four 
pirouettes is impressive. When 
their future depends on their 
ability to do four pirouettes, it's 
much more exciting. We, the 
audience become invested in the 
story ... we're rooting for them. 
Whenever the character Billy is 
dancing, it's always with a pur
pose; always telling the story. 
Billy Elliot, the musical, is told 
beautifully through music and 
dancing. 

EC: What is your character 
Mr. Braithwaite like? How do 
you approach the role? 

PW: Mr. Braithwaite is the 
(Wetzel continues page 2) 

handful make it to the final 
slate. And one of those is us -
homegrown right here in Roch
ester!" 

Mrs. Kasha Davis has recent
ly joined Jim as a co-host, and 
things can only get gayer. 

Empty Closet: What is Gay 
Sunday Brunch and how/when 
did the show come into being? 

Jim Ver Steeg: Gay Sunday 
Brunch is a regular weekly pod
cast - or online radio show -
that originally started as Gay 
Street Beat. I first launched GSB 
in May 2010 with the idea that I 
would just call friends and record 
our conversations. In fact, the 
theme of our show is, "Bringing 
you a big, gay world one phone 
call at a time." It sounds a little 
silly, but after years as an LGBT 
activist and writer for Instinct 
magazine, I realized I had access 
to a lot of interesting folks with 
a lot of really entertaining and 
important things to say. 

The show has definitely 
evolved since then, but from the 
beginning I considered myself as 
part commentator and part host. 

(Gay Sunday continues page 2) 

ImageOut 19 dazzles Rochester 
By Robby Morris 

Last month, ImageOut, 
Rochester's Lesbian and Gay 
Film and Video Festival, cele
brated its 19th year of bringing to 
our community one of the larg
est LGBT film festivals in New 
York State. 

This year's festival spanned 
10 days, occupied three venues, 
boasted 45 programs of 82 films 
from 20 different countries, and 
included a record number of 
special guests, with many film
makers and casts on hand at 
screenings for Q&As with the 
audiences. 

From the sold out opening 
night film, The Night Watch (a 
gorgeous adaptation of Tipping 
the Velvet author Sarah Water's 
novel by filmmaker Richard Lax
ton), screened at The Little The
atre, to the closing night Italian 
family dramedy Loose Cannons 
(poised to be this year's audi
ence favorite), screened at The 
Dryden, where Mayor Tom 
Richards made a special appear
ance, this year's line-up earned 
rave reviews from audiences. 

"There were so many films 
I enjoyed," said Stefan Baer, a 
seasoned volunteer and member 
of the Theatre Operations Com
mittee. "I really liked the French 
film Tomboy and the film W'tse 
Kids," he continued, singling out 
two particular films in the Youth 
Project Film series whose themes 
of identity discovery and accep
tance struck a chord with view
ers. 

Another film that won over 
the crowd was the German fea
ture Romeos, the touching, 
bittersweet story about a twenty
one-year-old transitioning from 
female to male. 

"I think Romeos was my 
favorite," said KaeLyn Rich, a 
longtime member of ImageOut 
and former author of The Empty 
Closet column "The Vagina Dia
logues". "It was really nice to 
have a narrative feature about a 
trans person. So often the trans 
issue movie are documentaries. It 
was a beautiful, wonderful love 
story." 

"I really enjoyed We Were 
Here," offered Jason Roberts, 
Program Manager for Commu
nity Education and Recruitment 
for the Victory Alliance at the 
University of Rochester Medical 
Center. "It was about the early 

Lorene Machado, director of "Cho Dependent", with ImageOut's 
Co-Chair of programming committee Jessica Wilkie, and Dean
na Baker, member of the Strategic Plan Implementation Team. 
Photo: Garnetta Ely 

epidemic of HIV/AIDS in San 
Francisco. It was really compel
ling in the fact that it illustrated 
the history of (that part of) our 
community and put it up in front 
for us to better understand what 
really happened at that time." 

Festival goers wanting to take 
in something a little lighter were 
also delighted at this year's offer
ings. 

"I love Margaret Cho," said 
Leslie Alexander, a newbie to the 
ImageOut scene, who attended 
Ms. Cho's standup film, Cho 
Dependent. "She speaks her 
mind and says the things we all 
wish we had the balls to say." 

Lorene Machado, who has 

directed most of Ms. Cho's 
standup films as well as the indie 
hit Bam Bam and Celeste, attend
ed the screening, much to the 
delight of the audience. 

"I've been attending film fes
tivals since Margaret Cho's first 
concert film I'm the One that 
I Want in 1999, and I have a 
true appreciation for what goes 
into putting a festival together," 
Machado commented about her 
ImageOut experience. "From the 
programmers to the volunteers to 
the audiences, I don't take any of 
it for granted. Though I was only 
in Rochester for a day, everyone I 
met was so gracious and welcom-

(ImageOut continues page 2) 

At the WAD concert 2010. Photo: Jim Wilkins 

World AIDS Day 
concert raises HIV 
awareness Dec. 1 

For 10 years, the annual 
World AIDS Day Benefit Con
cert has been raising awareness 
of HIV/AIDS through perform
ing arts at local venues here in 
Rochester. This year will be no 
different. 

The concert will be at Hoch-

stein School of Music on Plym
outh Ave, on Dec. 1 at 7 p.m., 
and will feature Darren Steven
son from Push Physical Theater, 
RIT/NTID Dance, the Deaf 
Choir and many others. 

As in the past, the concert 
is in benefit of a group working 
on reducing the rate of infec
tion by education. This year, 
a local group, Safe Sex, Inc. is 
the beneficiary. Safe Sex Inc. is 

(World continues page 2) 
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~mage OUT continued from page 1) 
ing. It's rewarding to see your film with an 
appreciative audience; it's like seeing your 
film through new eyes. ImageOut's crowd 
rocked." 

Writer/producer/director Q Allan 
Brocka, whose previous work has been a 
highlight of past festivals, was on hand for 
the screening of the latest installment of 
his Eating Out series, The Open Weekend. 
He was joined by his cast, which includ
ed Christopher Salvatore, Daniel Skelton, 
Aaron Milo, Michael Vara, and Harmony 
Santana, who delighted and charmed the 
audiences at the Closing Night Party and 
at their screening. 

Other films that earned praise were 
director Casper Andreas's Going Down in 
La La Land (which featured ImageOut 
favorite and one oflast year's special guests, 
actor/writer Jesse Archer), the 10th anni
versary screening of the gender bending 
musical Hedwig and the Angry Inch (which 
included a sing-a-Iong at the Dryden) and 
the rockumentary Hit So Hard· the Life and 
Near-Death Story of Patty Schemel ("Court
ney Love's interviews were ridiculous and 
fantastic," raved Jessica Wilkie, ImageOut's 
Programming Co-Chair). 

EC Editor Susan Jordan put in a good 
word for the hilarious and clever Codepen
dent Lesbian Space Alien Seeks Same, by 
Madeleine Olnek, which was a Sundance 
selection this year. Star Lisa Haas was pres
ent at the ImageOut screening and did a 
spirited Q&A session with the audience. 

In addition to a week of fabulous films, 
attendees were invited to celebrate this 
year's festival at the Opening Night Party, 
Splash, at the Strathallan and the Closing 
Night Gala, Viva, at the Atrium at Village 
Gate. TLA Releasing surprised ImageOut 
by throwing a special party (in honor of 
their film Longhorns screening) at Bamba 
Bistro, with appearances by the film's 
writer and director David Lewis and star 
Derek Villanueva. 

Of course, more than just provid
ing entertainment, ImageOut continues to 
strive to bring to the forefront LGBT vis
ibility and the importance of community. 

"I love that we are educating people 
with the films we bring in from around 
the world," said Kevin Fuller, ImageOut's 
Business Manager. "It's also an opportuni
ty for us to show the gamut of not only the 
talent, but also the filmmakers (involved in 
LGBT filmmaking)." 

Board Member and Theater Opera
tions Co-Chair Joe McCrank adds, "Years 
ago you couldn't see these films outside 
of ImageOut. Now, with availability of 
DVDs and Netflicks, do we still have a 
need for it? Well, I keep getting the impres
sion and feedback from people that they 
love the festival because while, sure, they 
can rent them, they're not going to be 
among friends and feel the same sense of 
community." 

If you've never attended an Ima
geOut screening, Programming Co-chair 
Michael Gamilla says, "You don't know 
what you're missing!" 

Visit www.imageout.org and find out 
how you can become an ImageOut mem
ber or volunteer . • 

(Gay Sunday continued from page 1) 
That role is even more pronounced now 
with the new lineup. I try to remember 
it's my job to keep the discussion on track, 
but let's face it, I like a runaway train bet
ter than anyone. 

EC: How can listeners tune in? 
JVS: It's really easy to find Gay Sunday 

Brunch. Even though we record the show 
live on Sundays from Equal Grounds Cof
fee House, all the episodes are available on 
our website at www.GaySundayBrunch. 
com. We're also on iTunes with almost 
our entire library of shows, and you'll find 
us on a bunch of other podcast feed sites. 
You almost can't avoid us out there! (bit. 
ly/pg901j) 

EC: What are the highlights of the 
show so far? 

JVS: Actually one of the best person
al highlights has been moving home to 
Rochester and doing the show with people 

I really like and admire. 
Early last year, Matt Molloy and I 

were doing a simpler version of Gay Sun
day Brunch each week. I'd introduce 
different topics and do the one-on-one 
interviews and he would cover the week's 
headlines. It was a good starting point for 
us, but now things have really taken off 
with an amazing new lineup. In fact, hav
ing Mrs. Kasha Davis sign on as my new 
co-host, along with Dan McCarty and 
Chris Stroud joining us each week, has 
been a huge boost to the show. They bring 
so much to GSB and having them with 
me on the microphone definitely makes 
things more fun. 

As far as guests go, I'd have to say the 
major highlights have been Dan Savage, 
the week he launched the "It Gets Better" 
project; Levi Kreis after he won his Tony 
Award and Frank Bruni, the first openly 
gay Op-Ed columnist for The New York 
Times. 

Each of those guests, along with amaz
ing contributors and regular guests like 
Darryl Stephens from Noah's Ark, former 
CBS News on Logo reporter Itay Hod, 
TMZ's Scott Nevins, blogger and activ
ist Waymon Hudson, legal eagle Pj Iraca, 
and Instinct magazine's Jonathan Hig
bee, Jeff Katz and Mike Wood generated 
a lot of new listeners to the show. I have 
no doubt they helped earn Gay Sunday 
Brunch our nomination for a 2010 Pod
cast Award. Not bad in our first year! 
And now we have been nominated for the 
2011 award. 

EC: Any plans for future shows that 
you can share with us? 

JVS: I think it's smart to expect the 
unexpected with this show. What I can 
tell you is we've talked about bringing in 
more live guests for roundtable discus
sions, and there are even plans for doing a 
live call-in show at some point. 

What's great about podcasting is there 
are a lot fewer limits to what you can and 
can't do. There's no strict timeline, and 
things really don't have to stick to formula 
to please skittish advertisers - well, at least 
not yet. It really gives us a lot of creative 
freedom. I try to mix that freedom with 
good old-fashioned journalistic integrity. 

Who am I kidding? I basically give 
Mrs. Davis a box of wine and watch 
things take off from there. 

EC: So electronic media is taking over. 
JVS: Oh God, yes. That ship has 

sailed. At first I tried to resist this age 
of social networking and new media. 
My background is in print, public rela
tions and broadcasting. But it wasn't long 
before I realized the power and reach of 
electronic media. 

As a listener and regular blog reader, 
I've sometimes struggled with how opin
ions have overshadowed facts. Sometimes 
you see it from people who should know 
better and present their positions as news, 
but most of the time it's just everyday peo
ple who are part of this enormous chorus 
of voices all chiming in at the same time. 
I guess that's one of the principles that 
guide me. I am careful to report the news 
as objectively as possible - but we put very 
few limits on what gets said around it. I 
like to think it's a "best of both worlds" 
approach. 

I used to say if Edward R. Murrow saw 
today's media landscape he would be roll
ing in his grave. Now I say he'd be doing 
a podcast. 

EC: A podcast from the Beyond would 
be interesting. Anything you'd like to 
add? 

JVS: Are you asking me if I want to 
keep talking? That's like asking a fish if 
he wants to keep swimming. I guess I 
want to address all the readers who aren't 
familiar with podcasts or online radio. 
Don't be afraid of it! All you need to enjoy 
our show is a computer with Internet 
access and some speakers. It really is that 
easy. If you give us just a little bit of your 
time, you really will feel like you're at a 
gay Sunday brunch - and we'll be sure to 
bring you a big, gay world one phone call 
at a time. 

Oh, and Kasha wants me to remind 
you, "There's always time for a cocktail." • 

(patrick Wetzel continued from page 1) 
piano player for Billy's dance class. He's 
basically a beer guzzling "wannabe" rock
er, who still wears his leather jacket that 
is about four sizes too small. He gets to 
be funny and silly while tap dancing and 
jumping rope at the same time. AT THE 
SAME TIME! 

Mr. Braithwaite still has some perfor
mance life in him and ... well, I don't want 
to give too much away but I will tell you 
that I take off my clothes, sort of. How's 
that for a cliffhanger? Come see our show! 

EC: What is it like performing in an 
Elton John musical? What are the chal
lenges, and the most rewarding things? 

PW: I was so excited to hear that Elton 
John was writing the score for Billy Elliot. 
The character Billy, while discovering that 
dancing is his passion, struggles, living in 
a poor mining town where it's not OK for 
boys to dance. I would think Sir Elton 
John, being a gay man, could relate to this 
story. He has beautifully connected this 
story to music. 

One of the most challenging things 
was learning the Geordie accent. It sounds 
like a combination of Cockney English 
and Irish. Try saying "economic infra
structure" with a combination of those 
two accents. (Go ahead ... I'll wait.) Chal
lenging, right? 

EC: What performers have inspired 
you the most? 

PW: Off the top of my head, I'd 
say Eleanor Powell, Fred Astaire, Gene 
Kelly, Cyd Charisse, Judy Garland, Don
ald O'Conner, Ann Miller, Dan Dailey, 
Michael Kidd and Julie Andrews, to name 
a few. Clearly, movie musicals were a reli
gious experience for me. 

I have five siblings and, when I was a 
kid, we took turns being in charge of the 
television. When it was my day to choose, 
there was always a musical on. Sundays 
were indeed Holy in my house because, on 
this day, the newspaper had the TV guide 
in it, and I could map out the musicals for 
the whole week! 

I remember seeing Eleanor Powell play 
a cowgirl (Sara Jane) where she tap danced 
and did rope tricks perfectly in time 
with the music. A girl on a farm who tap 
dances? Heaven! Treat yourself and search 
"Eleanor Powell - Western Rope Dance" 
on YouTube. She lassos EIGHT steer 
horns in a row without missing a beat. I 
mean .... COME ON! You will thank me 
for this later. (In my head, I always play 
Sara Jane.) 

EC: Did you grow up listening to 
Elton John and rock, or did you prefer 
classical Broadway tunes? 

PW: If you grew up in the 1970s and 
had a radio, then Elton John was heard 
often. I've always been a fan of his. It's 
exciting to perform his music eight times 
a week. 

As far as show tunes are concerned, 
my local "bookmobile" had only two 
soundtracks: The Sound of Music and 
West Side Story. These are two movie 
musicals I know forward and backward. 
Side note: everyone should know the 
difference between a soundtrack and a 
Broadway cast album. You can't ask to 
borrow my CD of Gypsy without specify
ing soundtrack (Rosalind Russell or Bette 
Midler) or Broadway cast album (Ethel 
Merman, Angela Lansbury, Tyne Daly, 
Bernadette Peters). I own them all. If 
you're nice, I'll play you my bootleg copy 
of Linda Lavin playing Mama Rose on 
Broadway. (Have I scared you yet?) 

EC: What is your ultimate career fan
tasy, or aspiration? 

PW: Playing Mama Rose .... or Cow
girl Sara Jane! 

EC: What would you like Rochester 
audiences to know about the show? 

PW: Billy Elliot speaks to a wide range 
of people. There is a lot of story to tell in 
this jam-packed evening of entertainment 
(perhaps even a rope trick or two!), but in 
the end, Billy Elliot the Musical is about 
family and supporting our community. In 
these trying economic times, all we have 
is each other . • 

(World AIDS Day continued from page 1) 
a student run organization that is part
nered with AIDS Care and other health 
organizations to help young people make 
informed, healthy decisions about their 
sexuality, and to provide sexual health 
education and services and reduce youth 
risk for STDs, HIV infection and unin
tended pregnancy. Their goal is to work 
together with community organizations 
to seek positive community changes that 
will promote youth sexual health here in 
Rochester. 

For the first time, the World AIDS 
Day Benefit concert is offering student 
ticket prices at $5, adult tickets will be 
$10. If you have a large group interest
ed in attending, send Director/Producer 
Rev. Scotty Ginett an email at worldaid
sdaybenefitconcert@yahoo.com. Tickets 
are available at Outlandish and Equal 
Grounds. 

For continued information, please 
"like" the concerts page on Facebook; 
just search for "World AIDS Day Benefit 
Concert". 

If you are interested in volunteering, 
or sponsoring the concert, please contact 
Scotty at worldaidsdaybenefitconcert@ 
yahoo.com. 

Come out and do the positive thing! • 

Too hot: U.S. TV bans 
Pandora Boxx video 

Pandora Boxx has always been Good 
Taste-free. Now her video has been 
banned from always-tasteful U.S. TV. 

Pandora Boxx's "Cooter!" is simply 
too much to handle and has been banned 
from U.S. television. Reasons are still 
lacking as to what blacklisted the video. 
Sources at Pandora's camp indicate there 
may have been a number of factors that 
put it beyond the threshold of a few edits 
in order to meet TV standards. 

The too-scandalous-for-TV music 
video was unleashed for the world to 
see exclusively on Oct. 18 on Pandora's 
official website: http://www.pandoraboxx. 
com. 

Pandora's debut single "Cooter!" 
made a splash on industry charts when 
it dropped on Sept. 27, skyrocketing to 
#2 on Amazon's Dance Pop Hot New 
Releases Chart and #56 on iTune's Dance 
Singles Chart. Pandora embarked on a 
tour on Oct. 12 that will land in over one 
hundred cities across the United States, 
Canada, Australia, and Europe, through
out 2011-2012. Select dates have already 
been announced, including stops in Bos
ton, Chicago, Los Angeles, Tacoma, St. 
Petersburg, and Darwin, Australia. 

Pandora's Cooter! Tour will feature 
stand-up comedy and songs that share her 
crazy stories of international drag star
dom, unusual encounters on tour, and 
what it's really like being Pandora Boxx. 

Pandora's fans (self-dubbed "Fando
ras") have flocked online to support the 
drag superstar's release, praising the song 
as "hilarious on-spot humor. .. " with "per
fect timing." And it's no secret that Pan
dora loves entertaining the masses with 
her distinct sarcasm and witty humor. She 
says, "I am beyond thrilled that people 
have responded so well to my first single, 
and I can't wait for my Fandoras to see 
the video. I will admit I peed a little when 
I heard the news it was already banned 
from U.S. television." 

She adds, "My tour will be the best 
show I've done in my whole career. It's 
something I've been working on for a very 
long time." • 
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Bread & Water Theatre 
presents Polaroid Stories 
through Nov. 20 

Inspired in part by Ovid's "Metamor
phoses," Iizuka's "Polaroid Stories" takes 
place on an abandoned pier on the outer
most edge of a city, a no-man's land where 
runaways seek camaraderie, refuge and 
escape. Serpentine routes from the street 
to the heart characterize the interactions 
in this spellbinding tale of young people 
pushed to society's fringe. 

Informed, as well, by interviews 
with young prostitutes and street kids, 
"Polaroid Stories" conveys a whirlwind 
of psychic disturbance, confusion and 
longing. Like their mythic counterparts, 
these modern-day mortals are engulfed by 
needs that burn and consume. 

"Polaroid Stories" by Naomi Iizuka, 
which opened in October, is presented at 
243 Rosedale St. (corner of Monroe Ave. 
and Rosedale St.) running through Nov. 
20. Friday and Saturday performances are 
at 8 p.m.; Sunday performances at 2 p.m. 
Single tickets range from $6-$12 and may 
be purchased at BreadandWaterTheatre.org. 
For more information, call (585) 271-5523. 

"Polaroid Stories" is recognized for 
its unique weaving of Greek mythology 
into the real-life stories of runaways. The 
Chicago Reader describes the playas "two 
hours of potent, gripping drama" and The 
Coloradoan calls it "a raw must-see." 

Not all the stories these characters tell 
are true; some are lies, wild yarns, clever 
deceits, baroque fabrications. But whether 
or not a homeless kid invents an incred
ible history for himself isn't the point, 
explains diarist-of-the-street Jim Grims
ley. ''All these stories and lies add up to 
something like the truth." 

A visceral blend of classical mythol
ogy and the real life stories told by street 
kids, Naomi Iizuka's "Polaroid Stories" 
journeys into a dangerous world where 
myth-making fulfills a fierce need for 
transcendence, where storytelling has the 
power to transform a reality in which 
characters' lives are continually threat
ened, devalued and effaced. 

Ms. Iizuka's plays often have a non
linear storyline and are influenced by her 
multicultural background. Ms. Iizuka's 
mother is American Latina and her father 
is Japanese. As a child, Ms. Iizuka grew up 
in many locations all over the world. Cur
rently a professor in playwrighting and 
director of the playwrighting program at 
UCSD, Ms. Iizuka has written over 25 
plays and received many awards. 

The cast includes Andrea Leahey
Carella (Skinhead Girl), Emily Song 
Tyler (Philomel), Justice Peace (G), Andy 
DeRado (D), Leah Camilleri (Perse
phone), Corrine Magin (Eurydice), Paul 
Nellis (Orpheus), Casey Siegel (Skinhead 
Boy), Amanda Foreman (Echo) and Chad 
Edmonds (Narcissus). 

The crew includes Shawnda Urie 
(Director), Lawrence Brewley (Stage Man
ager), Carl Girard (Set Design), Sara Gal
lagher (Costume Design) and ].R. Teeter 
(Lighting and Sound Design). 

Honey Dijon to rock 
Rochester at Tilt Nov. 19 
By Susan Jordan 

DeB lase presents fabulous transgender 
DJ Honey Dijon on Saturday, Nov. 19 at 
Tilt, 444 Central Ave. Ms. Dijon recently 
answered some questions about her style and 
the techniques of a successful D]. 

Empty Closet: Your website describes 
your style as "the Chicago sound with 
inflections of the deep NY underground." 
How did you develop your own personal 
style and focus? 

Honey Dijon: I was born in Chicago 
and house music has been a part of my life 
since I was born, basically. When I moved 
to NYC I hated the music at the time. It 
was called pots and pans cause it was all just 
tribal madness. However the after-hours 
scene and techno scene were very vibrant 
and I absorbed that sound and combined 
it with the music I experienced in Chicago 
and voila! The Dijon soundtrack! 

EC: How do you rock a party and how 

Christina Smith 
Licensed Massage Therapist 

Redeem this coupon 

for 20% off 
your next massage 

585.464.8957 

Susan SanFilippo, C.S.W. 
234-3561 

CounseUng & Psychotherapy 
- Why can't life be fair? 

- !f I change, will,try partner? 
- W'hat effict does my past have on me? 

- W'bat can I do about my future? 
I ndividual and couples therapy (sliding fee scale) 

500 Helendale Road, Suite 155, Rochester N.Y. 14609 

do you get people up and dancing? Any 
secrets of the trade that you can share? 

HD: I've been to enough parties and 
clubs in my life to be able to walk into a 
room and know how to get the crowd to 
where I want them to be. Sometimes it 
means bringing the energy up, tweaking 
the sound, or even bringing the energy 
down depending on the vibe of the party at 
that moment. I always say sound and warm 
lights or complete darkness will always 
get the party started. And a powerful kick 
drum! 

EC: What would you like to say to the 
Rochester transgender community? 

HD: The choice to live your life on 
your own terms is not for the faint of 
heart. It takes a lot of courage to truly go 
against everything that you were taught 
about gender. So pat yourself on the back 
for loving yourself enough to be who you 
really are, despite what the world says you 
should be. 

EC: Anything you'd like to add? 
HD: See you at Tilt! Oh, and I like 

white roses and tall men with nice teeth 
and good shoes lol! 

RCP presents Merchant 
of Venice at MuCCC 

Shakespeare's controversial play "The 
Merchant of Venice," directed by John 
Jaeger, will be performed over four week
ends, through Nov. 19, at MuCCC, 142 
Atlantic Ave. 

John Jaeger is directing this produc
tion, and veteran RCP actor Raymond 
Salah will be appearing as Shylock. 

The performance dates are Thurs
day through Saturday, Nov. 3 -5 at 8 
p.m.; Sunday, Nov. 6 at 2 p.m.; Thursday 
through Saturday, Nov. 10-12 at 8 p.m.; 
Sunday, Nov. 13 at 2 p.m. and Thursday 
through Saturday, Nov. 17-19 at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are $15 general admission; $10 
for anyone over 65; $5 for anyone under 
25. Special Thursday Night school group 
rates: $2 student tickets for groups. Tick
ets are available at OvationTix . • 
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Self Made Men calendar 
comes out for 2012 

Help support the transgender commu
nity by purchasing a 2012 The Self Made 
Men Calendar! 

The calendars showcase 12 different 
transmen at different points in their tran
sition. Every page has a bio of each guy, 
and an inspirational message to help the 
community during its most needed times. 

The money raised from the calendars 
will go to the website TheSelfMadeMen. 
This website, which began as a graphic 
design assignment at Nazareth College, 
has grown into a method of educating, 
mentoring and assisting in the pride of the 
modern day transsexual male. 

The calendars will be available by the 
middle of November, just in time for holi
day season, and can be ordered at The
SelfMadeMen.com . • 

Joe Russo, Psy.D., CGP 
Licensed Psychologist 
Certified Group Psychotherapist 
25 Canterbury Road, Suite 308 
Rochester, New York 14607 
Phone: (585) 506-6096 
E-mail: joerussopsyd@gmai1.com 
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Santa Rosa: 
Animals and Dining 
By Merle Exit 

Leaving Mendocino County, we are 
off to Santa Rosa, specifically Bodega 
Bay, where Alfred Hitchcock's The Birds 
was filmed. 

We arrived at The Inn at the Tides 
located at 800 Pacific Coast Highway 
One to have lunch. I was intent on hav
ing dungeness crab. To me it is by far the 
best crab as it seems the least salty, is very 
large (you can easily get a two-pounder) 
and has the most meat (both the body 
and the legs). But you can only get it 
fresh on the Pacific Coast of the U.S. 
Nancy and Barbara had some other items 
that came with steak fries ... I believe that 
one was fried oysters and chips. 

We then stepped outside on the wharf 
to see some fishing boats when 10 and 
behold we were attacked by birds! But 
not just any bird ... it was rubber chick
ens Esther and Eunice trying to do their 
impression of the movie. Poor Nancy. 
They got her in the ass. Poor Barbara. 
They were trying to eat her eyeballs! The 
restaurant displays posters of The Birds. 

Birds and more awaited us at Safari 
West, the next stop on our Santa Rosa 
itinerary. This is probably the next best 
thing to going to Africa and doing a 
game drive. It's not one of those places 
where you drive your car and the ani
mals come up to you, to possibly pee on 
your vehicle. 

During the first part of the tour we 
walked to a section that could be better 
characterized as a zoo, showcasing caged 
animals including marsupials, reptiles and 

some birds. However, there was another 
separate aviary, where we walked around 
while these large birds did as they pleased. 
One seemed to be the greeter and would 
escort our little group for a while. 

Then it was onto the jeep, just as if 
you were on the African safari. We drove 
to different sections, as the driver would 
have to unlock and lock gates in order 
to view the various species. It is rare for 
an animal to approach the jeep ... except 
for the giraffes and we are told that even 
if they take the glasses off our faces, not 
to touch them. Many of the animals are 
either extinct in the wild, threatened, or 
near threatened. Since the list of animals 
is much too long, I'll direct you to their 
website of www.safariwest.com. 

Nancy, Barb and I are off to dinner 
in downtown Santa Rosa. There is this 
wonderful French bistro called Bistro 29, 
a traditional bistro specializing in Breton 
regional cuisine. The number 29 comes 
from the department of Finistere (end of 
the earth, a.k.a. Brittany) located on the 
tip of western France and known for the 
Galette de ble noir (traditional buckwheat 
crepe) and sweet crepes. We tried both, 
as well as Seared Goat Cheese Crottin: 
endive, grilled pears and hazelnut salad 
with banyuls vinaigrette; Daube of Beef: 
red wine braised beef with fromage blanc 
and Sierra Rose potato puree caramelized 
baby turnips and grilled spring onions; 
Seared Duck Breast with rye spatzle, cher
ry-rye whiskey reduction and wild arugu
la-almond salad. 

More to explore on Santa Rosa: Melit
ta Inn and "Peanuts," the comic strip by 
the late California cartoonist Charles 
Schultz . • 
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Columnists 
The opinions of columnists, editorial writers and other. 
contributing writers are their own and do not necessanly 
reflect the collective attitude of the Gay Alliance of the 
Genesee Valley or The Empty Closet. 

Growing Up 
ON THE LOSS 
OF A LOVED ONE 

By Eric Bellmann 
Just lying there. 

No glimmer of rec
ognition. Darkness. 
I have never felt as 
alone. 

I repeatedly, 
mindlessly, and 
totally aware of 
the futility of any 

action I may take, jab at the remote: the 
TV is dead. 

I am speechless. I jiggle the cord that 
goes into the outlet. Not loose. A sud
den thought! Maybe it's batteries in the 
remote. I change them. Nothing. I am 
alone with a dead thing, my companion, 
my solace. The night, even though it's 
only 6:30, swallows me. . 

Earlier in the summer I made a lIst 
of all the things I hoped to accomplish. 
Clean the garage, clean the attic. Sort 
things for a garage sale. Think about a 
more complex cell phone. The kind that 
receives email. I am not a modern person 
and I do not take to technology with any 
comfort. However fortune had brought 
me a mentor, a lady recently unemployed 
who knew about the mysteries of the 
modern world. I hired her. 

Our once a week meetings were filled 
with simple tasks. Show me how to use 
my phone camera. Whee. Reset the digi
tal clocks. Show me how to use the short 
wave radio I bought three years ago which 
I long ago gave up jabbing and poking at 
in vain attempt to find sounds. 

Our primary task was to replace my 
computer. That undertakin~ ha.d been 
accomplished but so exhaustmg m ways 
too tedious to recount. It did involve a few 
testy phone calls to the Apple store and a 
lengthy search of web sites exploring ways 
of complaining to Apple. That I seemed 
able to do and it was a revelation. I am 
not the only grouch in the world. Lots of 
web sites. Whatever, eventually it worked 
out. And in no time at all I bonded with 
my new iMac. 

I wanted to dump the old VCR player. 
I hadn't used it in years. Disconnecting it 
didn't work. One cord too many or one 
too few, either way there it sat, taking 
up space. But in the course of consider
ing that housekeeping task, I raised the 
prospect of replacing my fourteen ton TV 
with a flat screen. Everyone else has a flat 
screen TV. And Ms. Guru, industrious gal 
that she is, researched my options. 

I got an email from her with all the 
specifics: size, brand, mysterious jumbles 
of letters and even a probable price, along 
with advice as to where I should shop. The 
recommended store would, for a price, 
deliver and install the new TV and haul 
away the old one, that carcass that now sat 
dead at the foot of my bed. I considered 
throwing a sheet over the corpse, so pain
ful was it to contemplate. 

So, I read. I read an entire issue of The 
New Yorker. I love The New Yorker but I 
have never before read an entire issue in 
one evening. My habit is to wake in the 
middle of the night, common of course 
among older folk, to pee, but then once 
back in bed to flip on the TV and surf. 
I love surfing through junk. This night 
however, was a long, dark and profoundly 
lonely one. Andy Warhol famo~,sly said,. "I 
don't need friends, I have TV. Oh, gIrl
friend, did your TV ever croak? 

The next morning I set off for the 
appliance store. Once inside I found an 
alert youngster (over time it has become 
apparent that everyone I deal with is a 

youngster) and rattled off my .nee~s, my 
list of numbers. Yep, we got It. SIgned, 
sealed and ... to be delivered two days later. 
Groan. Two more days of reading. I will 
be strong. There is a light at the end of 
the tunnel. 

A 10:30 appointment is a 10:3? 
appointment unless it doesn't happen until 
1:30. Three hours of frenzy. Anyway, the 
bastard finally showed up. By now I have 
figured out the little rat is m?onlighting 
on his lunch hour and pocketmg the $80 
fee. Fine, just get it done! And th~n done it 
is. As a bonus, the DVD gets dIsmantled 
and dumped in the trash. 

Do you know what I watch? I watch 
Ultimate Fighter with the sound on mute 
so I can just enjoy the twisted, flexed 
muscular guys. Until it gets too bloody. 
I watch Judge Judy though she is annoy
ing and People's Court because Marilyn 
Millian is cool. And at my depths I watch 
Maury Povich and just stare in disbelief. 
I always slow down for Parental Control 
and try to guess who will be picked as a 
replacement date. I love House Hunters 
International and Income Property. 

I am a degenerate. But whatever I am, 
I am no longer alone. I have my buddy 
back. 

Email: elbcad@rit.edu 

Cleaning My Closet 
AT TABLE 

By Meredith 
Elizabeth Reinigtn' 

Turkeys every
where are praying 
that the Vegetar
ian Party wins the 
next election. Gro
cery stores, Dollar 
Stores, restaurants 
and gas pumps 

open wide their cash drawers, ready 
to receive the blessings of the season. 
November: frolicking leaf festivals ... 
Christmas paraphernalia on sale... and 
Gluttony Thursday. . 

In preparation for the sumptuoslty of 
the day, I have been reading Manners for 
Millions, seeking advice from the sages of 
1932. I think it will be helpful to brush
up on the finer points. of os~entat~ous 
dining. Dining that entaIls vanous ~l~e.d 
forks, plates with different responsIbIlI
ties, platters inherited from my ances~ors, 
and fragile glasses perched on precanous 
stems. 

Back in the day, either the maid or the 
children served the many courses so that 
the hostess could enjoy her meal. Back in 
my days, my family of origin was maid
less, so my mother was Maid for the Day. 
And cook, baker, and dishwasher. 

Mother-maid's work day on Thanks
giving started at three in the morning. In 
those old days, ovens were not as hot or 
efficient as they are now. And we always 
ate special meals at three in the aftern?on. 
So she had to rise before the sun, smge 
the hair off the turkey, make the dressing, 
stuff the 25 pound fowl, and then haul the 
weighty bird onto the oven rack. 

That whole dish thing was quite com
plicated at our house. Every plac~ setti.ng 
included a one-inch square salt dIsh wIth 
a tiny, carved-bone salt spoon and an 
equally small, sterling silver pepper shak
er. Each condiment arrived in a special 
bowl. Every serving dish had a cover and 
a recently polished, silver-plated serving 
utensil. Each guest used four plates and 
six flatware pieces. The kitchen wench 
had used innumerable preparation pans. 
Alas, there was no such thing as an elec
tric dishwasher, just somebody's shriveled 
hands. 

Traditionally, we got dressed up. 
Daddy donned his red vest. Maid-mom
my changed out of her housework togs and 
serviceable apron into her fancy clothes 
and her fancy, full length, white eyelet, 
ruffled apron. At two o'clock, all were 
ready to great our guests. "Uncle" Fre.d 
and ''Aunt'' Elizabeth because all theIr 
relatives were still in Scotland. Kathryn 
when her husband was at war. Single Jack. 
Loner Hugh. 

Elegant apparel mandated, of course, 
impeccable manners. I realize that, while 
at table, it is rude to say, "Hey sis, throw 
me an olive." And extra rude to actually 
loft the olive. 

There were strict rules governing the 
movement of food. Do not bang the serv
ing spoon against your plate in an effort 
to dislodge the stuck-on-there mashed 
potatoes. I am still baffled about how and 
where the Spoon Clog is released. 

Certainly conveying, masticating, and 
swallowing edibles must be carefully per
formed to avoid being offensive to the eye 
and ear of others. Without a doubt, talk
ing with one's mouth full o~ food,. e.v~n if 
it is tucked into the cheek, IS unclVllIzed. 
And now that I have challenged ears, it is 
additionally annoying to try to decipher 
the mumbling created by a non-swallow
ing speaker's Chipmunk Load. 

Even at its best, eating is an unat
tractive activity. Apparently so. No one 
has ever called up a friend and excitedly 
proposed, "Let's go over to watch Mer
edith eat." 

Well, in addition to the delectable food 
that we bring to the table, we bring mem
ories. Remember when newly-wed Carol 
served her turkey with the giblet bags still 
inside? Merry's cranberry sauce ... she had 
dipped her distracted hand into the wrong 
crock of white stuff, thus adding 1 cup 
salt instead of sugar. 

Remember when the drunken aunt 
dropped the stuffing on the floo~? ~he 
Thanksgiving the two dessert-bnngmg 
sisters unknowingly baked, from scratch, 
divine cheese cakes, then frantically fussed 
when our father decided to announce 
which one tasted better. 

Then there was the Thanksgiving my 
father refused to join me and my husband. 
Bravely my mother followed her heart 
rather than surrender to her husband's 
anger. She left their house, ~eft no tur~ey 
dinner for him. She was delIghted to dme 
with us and our gay friend Edward. My 
father had refused to eat with a queer. 

Basically, I have quite a variety of 
Thanksgiving memory snapshots. Nor
man Rockwell's famous magazine cover 
of smiling, middle class white people wel
coming a nicely browned carcass. One
woman-and-one-man couples with their 
multi-generational loved ones joyfully 
watching their collection of little ~ff
springs frolicking and seemingly changmg 
before their eyes. 

Soap-opera families facing yet another 
event with relatives who bring long-held 
grudges to the table. Tradition and oth~rs' 
expectations have written the guest lIst. 
Guilt drove the car. 

Jennifer L. Gravitz, Esq. 

And at our table? It depends. One year 
it was just the two of us. That felt a little 
too small. Basically, it is our Family by 
Choice. This year it might be two of our 
sons and daughters-in-law and our three 
granddaughters. Often our guests include 
other lesbians, some single, some orphans. 
Some straight women. One heterosexual 
friend would always inquire ''Am I going 
to be the only straight person there?" 
Finally I explained ... what does it matter? 
We're having dinner, not sex. 

MeredithElizabethReiniger@Jrontier
net. net 

Faith Matters 
REPEAL OF DADT FOR LGB'S, 
BUT NOT T'S 

icy went into effect. 

By Rev. Irene 
Monroe 

One minute past 
the stroke of mid
night on Sept. 20, 
the long-awaited 
repeal of President 
Bill Clinton's 1993 
"Don't Ask, Don't 
Tell" (DADT) pol

At precisely 12:01 a.m. EST, the pop
ping of champagne bottles b~gan, along 
with cheers and tears celebratmg the end 
of a repressive era that prohibited LGBTQ 
servicemembers from honestly and openly 
serving in the military. 

But the celebration was bittersweet. 
While our lesbian, gay and bisexual 
(LGB) servicemembers now have a policy 
in place to protect them from di~crimina
tion, the repeal of DADT doesn t protect 
our transgender servicemembers. 

"While we are happy to see the end of 
'Don't Ask, Don't Tell,' we are troubled 
that the military still expels some mem
bers of our community simply because 
of who they are. Transgender people 
continue to serve our country honorably, 
and our country needs to do the same for 
transgender service members by reexam
ining this outdated ban," Mara Keisling, 
executive director of the National Center 
for Transgender Equality, stated in a press 
release weeks before the DADT's repeal. 

One of the reasons for transphobia 
in the military is its rigid adherence to 
antiquated notions of masculinity, man
hood, and gender roles. The military has a 
binary view of gender; and, unfortunately, 
with that perspective, transgender ser
vicemembers are deemed medically and 
mentally unfit because of Gender Identity 
Disorder. 

Along with the military's binary view 
of gender, its transphobia is institutionally 
maintained by its medical and conduct 
regulations. 

For example, the medical regulation 
for all enlistees is a physical examination. 
If an enlistee has had or is thinking about 
having genital surgery, that decision .or 
outward expression of thought can easIly 
become grounds for disqualification. 

But that's not the end of the military's 
egregious display of transphobia. If an 

Quality &:Ja11£WWa pwutdd with 

old f~loned aau: in the p'tiuaay of 
yoU't hol12£ 07. offlc!£. 

585-244-8295 
gravitzlaw@rochester.rr.com 
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(Columnists continued from page 5) 
enlistee has not had genital surgery or isn't 
thinking about genital surgery, but identi
fies as transgender, that too is grounds for 
disqualification. The military deems the 
enlistee as having a mental health condi
tion. 

While it is easy to disclose the myriad 
ways in which the military is egregiously 
transphobic, perhaps the same disclosure 
needs to be done to us -- the LGBQpopu
lation and our organizations. 

So the question that needs to be put on 
the table is this: Why, in another histori
cal civil rights moment ending discrimi
nation for all in the LG BTQ community, 
our transgender population, once again, 
is left out? 

Did we not learn our shameful lessons 
after the debacle of the 2007 Employment 
Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) fallout? 

During an entire campaign to win an 
inclusive ENDA, we didn't. And what was 
expected to be a historic vote on HR 2015, 
the Employment Non-Discrimination 
Act, or ENDA, in the House, the LGBTQ 
community got a version of ENDA that 
did not include gender identity. 

Sadly, however, we have done it again 
with the repeal of DADT. 

Our LG BQ civil rights organizations' 
best efforts to explain how and/or why 
transgender Americans are, once again, 
excluded from this historical landmark 
decision, make it clear that this is not their 
endpoint on this issue, but rather it begins 
new trans-focused organizing strategies 
that will redouble their efforts to do more. 

"Today we're one step closer to full 
equality, but we're not there yet. This vic
tory only strengthens our resolve to con
tinue our work toward open transgender 
military service. And with your help, the 
Task Force will continue to push for that 
inclusion," Rea Carey, Executive Direc
tor of the National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force stated in a press release. "We're 
mobilizing grassroots efforts to help pass 
trans-inclusive nondiscrimination laws in 
cities across the nation; .. .The DADT 

Lake Avenue 
Baptist Church 
A WELCOMING 
& AFFIRMING 
CONGREGATION 

Invites You! 
10:00 AM: 
Sunday morning 
worship service 

11:30AM: 
Class on Igbt 
liberation theology 

Childcare & 
Sunday School for 
children are available. 

Lake Avenue 
Baptist Church is located 
just off Lake A venue near 
the stop light at 145 Lake 
Avenue. 

For more information phone 
585- 458-5765 

repeal serves to remind us that, with a lot 
of hard work, we're getting closer -- but 
we can't let up until we get there." 

Here in Boston, LGBTQ activists and 
our allies are not letting up. 

At the steps of the State House on 
the first evening of the repeal of DADT, 
demonstrators staged a protest to draw 
attention to the fact that transgender 
Americans are still unable to serve openly 
in the military. 

''I'm out here supporting my trans 
and les (lesbian) homies who are still DL 
(on the down low) in the Army because 
I know what it feels like to be dissed at 
home, in church, the Army, and the gay 
community," J amilla Davis, an African 
American lesbian from Roxbury, told me. 

African American lesbians have been 
discharged at three times the rate at which 
they serve, and Davis knows this from 
first-hand experience. 

To date, more than 13,500 LGBTQ 
servicemembers have been discharged 
under DADT. I would like to say that 
with the repeal of DADT the number 
of our servicemembers being discharged 
will stop. 

But it won't. Our transgender service
members were not included. 

Conundrums 
OCCUPY WALL STREET: 
A MOVEMENT WORTH THE 
INVESTMENT 

By Ove Overmyer 
Class warfare 

has once again 
entered the vocabu
lary of mainstream 
national politics, 
but this time with 
a strange twist. 
Right-wing politi
cians such as Eric 

Cantor, Paul Ryan and various high-pro
file conservative media pundits and cor
porate-funded think-tank spokespersons 
have proudly made visible what ruling 
classes have long tried to bury beneath the 
narrative of "money talks" and the myth 
of the voiceless, classless society -- that is, 
the harsh consequences of class power, 
hierarchical rule and brutal inequality. 

I spent the first week of October on 
the front lines of the Occupy Wall Street 
protests in lower Manhattan. I inter
viewed socialists, old folk, gay people, 
soccer moms, communists, liberals, pseu
do-intellectuals, gutter punks, Rastafar
ians and just plain thugs ... and the truth 
is everybody got along very well. 

In my opinion, the testimonies from 
the folks who have been camping out in 
the Liberty Square/Zuccotti Park area 
have been cogent and consistent with their 
messaging, despite the big press narrative 
describing the movement as directionless. 
Corporate medi have a vested financial 
interest in diminishing the significance of 
this movement - and are trying like hell 
to frame the debate in their terms. Their 
fight is an uphill battle. Sooner or later, I 
believe, the American people will realize 
we are on the precipice of real social ruin 
- and will demand change through non
violent revolt or the ballot box. 

According to the ruling elite, class 
war is being waged against the beliefs in 
free and unfettered markets, the reign of 
unchecked capital and a culture of indi
vidualism and self-interest -- in spite of 
the fact that it is precisely these beliefs 
that serve the interests of the Wall Street 
elite who brought the world to the brink 
of disaster in 2008. 

Protesters are saying that the appeal 
to "earned success" and individual entre
preneur-ism rings hollow, given the mil
lions of dollars in bonuses paid to failed 
CEOs and hedge fund managers and an 
economic recovery that has only benefited 
banks. With CEOs taking in millions in 
salary and bonuses while major corpora
tions are laying off thousands of workers 
each month, the assertion that an unre
stricted market is the only mechanism 
ensuring one's hard work pays off appears 
both disingenuous and desperate. The 

Occupy Wall Street protesters began 
their occupation of Zuccotti Park 
near Liberty Square on September 
17. Organizers say they are in it for 
the long haul. Photo: Ove Overmyer. 

irony and hypocrisy cannot be overstated. 
What many Conservative and Repub

lican operatives willfully omit is that any 
society in which morality's disintegration 
into self-interest and cruelty is celebrated 
as a central element of a market-driven 
social order has nothing to do with free
dom, civility or a functioning democracy. 

As thousands of young people, union 
activists and the disenfranchised of all 
ages and races march against corpo
rate abuse of power, and rally in protest 
against the symbols of Wall Street greed 
across the United States, the global elites 
respond by engaging in their own form of 
class warfare and clinging to the celebra
tion of the shark-like culture of casino 
capitalism, revealing all too clearly their 
self-serving criminal behavior and how it 
represents a major threat to the American 
way of life. 

I say the Occupy Wall Street and 
Occupy Together movement is worth the 
investment. The global elites have left us 
no alternative. 

Gay and Transgender 
Issues in the Workplace 
A DROP OF INK MAY MAKE A 
MILLION THINK 

By Brian 
McNaught 

If a waterlogged 
book washed up 
on a beach today, 
it would be thrown 
in the trash, or left 
for someone else to 
dispose of But in 
1820, two little girls 

who were playing in the sand in Prov
incetown, Massachusetts, brought such 
a book back home to their parents, who 
they knew would treasure any reading 
material. 

The book was an autobiography, the 
life of the founder of the Universalist 
Church in Gloucester, another fishing vil
lage as far north of Boston as they were 
south. His writings ended up completely 
transforming the spirituality of not just 
the parents of the little girls, but of much 
of the town. The readers all abandoned 
the fear of punishment they had found 
in traditional Christian writings, and 
embraced the love of truth they found 
in Universalism. The church they soon 
built is now a cornerstone of free-thinking 
affirmation in Provincetown. 

For many years, there has been in 
my Provincetown office a framed, hand
colored lithograph of writers assembled 
around a table, with the quote, ''A drop 
of ink may make a million think." It has 
always reminded me of the possible good 
that can be done by properly chosen and 
disseminated words. 

Today's waterlogged books that wash 
up on beaches, and change the lives of a 
community, are electronic messages that 
span the globe through the Internet. Many 
writers of blogs and Facebook entries, and 
creators of You Tube videos, now find that 
something they have written or said has 
touched the life of a person or people in 
India, Poland, Australia, or Japan. I'm cur
rently communicating with a young gay 

activist in Serbia. He wrote: 
Dear Mr. McNaught, 
As you can see, my name is Igor, and 

I am a 23 years old gay guy and activist 
from small European country of Serbia. 
I just wanted to say that just recently I 
stumbled upon your YouTube channel 
(and via that found your website and 
you, here on Facebook) and that I find 
your work truly inspirational. Your anal
ogies and way of explaining things to our 
(potential) straight allies are fascinating 
to me. If you don't mind I would really 
love to use some of them in my own 
activism here in my country. 

Another YouTube correspondent just 
recently wrote: 

I couldn't help but think how much 
you hit the nail on the head for me! 
That's exactly how I felt my whole life. 
Different circumstances; I was raised in 
a Muslim family but I am bisexual and 
atheist. Any doubts or questions I voiced 
were immediately stamped as forbidden. 
Any mention of homosexuality and my 
father would show horrific hate. I am 
brave to be myself before anyone else 
but my parents. I love them too much to 
change what they think of me, especially 
when he says he's proud of me. 

With today's technology, every per
son can create a drop of ink that may 
make a million think, as the Arab Spring 
uprisings illustrate. You don't have to 
be a professional writer or be gay, les
bian, bisexual, or transgender to make 
an enormous difference in the lives of 
people around the world as they struggle 
with oppression, or just look for moral 
support. Straight allies can fill their 
Facebook pages with periodic testimo
nies of affirmation. Corporate execu
tives can send out companywide and, 
in some instances, global-wide e-mails 
reiterating their commitment to creating 
a safe and welcoming environment for 
everyone. Letters to the editors of peri
odicals don't need a stamp, just an e-mail 
address. Electronic blasts to e-mailing 
lists that challenge the anti-gay rhetoric 
of an office-seeker, or praise a pro-gay 
or pro-transgender move by a govern
ment, provide a powerful incentive to 
pay attention. 

If we're gay, lesbian, bisexual, or 
transgender, and we don't know what 
to say to make a difference in the life 
of some person like us, or their parents, 
simply write, "I love my life." Most peo
ple don't think of coming out as good 
news. If we're straight, or not a gender
variant person, we can say, "I love and 
admire my gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender friends." 

It's not enough to say it once. Our 
love of life, and our fearless affirmation 
of ourselves or others need to be sent 
forth throughout our families and neigh
borhoods and across the globe in a con
stant, joyful rhythm. If we aren't moved 
to do it for others, we need to do it for 
ourselves. There is no more rewarding 
feeling in life than to know you have pos
itively impacted the life of another per
son, even if it's just to make them think. 

www.brian-mcnaught.com 

A Few Bricks Short 
LIFE AND OTHER MESSY 
THINGS 

By David Hull 
My brother 

came home for his 
annual visit a cou
ple months ago. In 
the past 12 months 
the nieces and 
nephews have got
ten much taller, a 
few new businesses 

have sprung up around town and my 
husband, Bernie has managed to adopt 
a couple more stray cats. None of that 
was actually unexpected for my brother, 
I'm sure. 

However, over the past year, our par
ents have become quite elderly; Mom 
uses oxygen while Dad's arthritis makes 
it very difficult for him to walk or climb 
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stairs and neither one of them can hear 
very well. On top of that, my sister's 
husband is dealing with chemotherapy. 
I told my brother about both situations, 
but I guess since I've been close by, 
maybe I didn't realize how dramatically 
things were changing 

"I can't take it," my brother com
plained as he sat down across from me at 
our kitchen table. It was only the third 
afternoon of his week-long visit. 

"Oh, all the cats?" I replied, pointing 
to the gray and white one sitting at his 
feet, purring loudly. "Don't worry, you'll 
get used to it. It took me a while too." 

"It's not that," he said. "I know your 
husband's a cat lady." 

"Then what are you talking about?" 
I asked as I poured him a cup of decaf 
and put a plate of Christmas cookies in 
front of him. 

Bernie used to mail Christmas cook
ies to my brother every December, but the 
postage has gotten so expensive that Ber
nie's new tradition the last couple of years 
is to make my brother's Christmas cookies 
for him while he visits in September. Hey, 
I never said my family was normal. 

"It's everything," my brother said. 
"It's so different. Mom and Dad have 
gotten so old. They can't hear; you have 
to help them into the car and out of the 
car. It's not like it used to be." Then my 
brother proceeded to tell me about his 
visit to our sister's house and how upset
ting it was to see our brother-in-law look
ing so frail 

"Well," I said. "He looks like a guy 
going through chemo, right?" 

My brother nodded as he bit the leg 
off of a gingerbread man. 

I had no words of real comfort to 
share with my brother, but later that 
evening as I was thinking about the 
situation I realized that life, overall, can 
sometimes be pretty messy. 

It's good to remember all those won
derful Christmas mornings, the happy 
birthday parties, the backyard barbe
cues, the great vacations, but life can 

sometimes and unexpectedly turn just 
plain ugly. 

And that is because life isn't just 
about the good times. Accidents happen. 
People get sick. Disasters occur. Favorite 
TV shows get cancelled. The other day 
I stopped at my favorite bagel shop for 
breakfast and they were out of sesame 
seed bagels - talk about a disaster! But 
those challenges are part of life too. 

What is the alternative for my par
ents to growing old and elderly? Dying 
young, I guess. What is the alternative 
for my brother-in-law to becoming thin 
and bald during chemotherapy? Giving 
up and letting the cancer win without 
a fight. 

The messy stuff is part of life too -
maybe the part that makes us who we 
really are, even more than the wonderful 
Christmas mornings and happy birthday 
parties and great vacations. 

German philosopher Friedrich 
Nietzsche once said: "That which does 
not kill us makes us stronger." Bernie 
always rolls his eyes when I recite that 
quote, but I think it's really true. How 
you face disaster or crisis, which deci
sions you make when you're under stress, 
how you hold up when your world is fall
ing apart; that's part of what makes you 
who you are - just as much as how much 
fun you had at the backyard barbecue 
last Labor Day or how nice a time you 
had on Christmas morning. 

If you're afraid of the messy parts, 
growing old, being sick, facing disaster, 
then I'm sorry to tell you that you're 
afraid of life. 

So instead of avoiding my aging par
ents or pretending my brother-in-law 
isn't really sick or melting into a puddle 
when the bagel shop is out of sesame 
seed bagels, I'll just grit my teeth and 
face up to it. Yes, life can often be pretty 
messy - just ask my husband - he's seen 
me naked. 

You can contact David at David
hull59@aol.com 

Photo , Dg GaV Unions 
& We dings for 20 years 

Ask about mv NY State Marriage Equality Specials 
"''''''' .annettedragonphotographv .com 

585.256.2560 

Beyond The Binary 
OCCUPY WALL STREET 

By Laur 
McSpadden 

From Oct. 
7-0ct. 9, I occupied 
Wall Street. When 
I am able, I join 
Occupy Rochester. 

I feel strongly 
about this move
ment, but perhaps 

not in the ways that might be expected. I 
am so grateful that it is happening, and I 
believe that it is important for me to par
ticipate and lend my voice to the move
ment, even as I am deeply ambivalent 
about some key points many of the occu
piers are emphasizing. 

There are several reasons why it was 
important for me to spend some time at 
Liberty Plaza. 

First, history is happening. I strongly 
believe that history is less about memoriz
ing dates than it is about exploring what 
it has meant to be human, the innumer
able ways people have found to give their 
lives meaning. The tens of thousands of 
the "99 Percenters" who have chosen to 
take to the streets are shaping the histori
cal narrative of our time. This is incred
ibly significant, and anyone who tells you 
otherwise is probably trying to sell you 
something. 

Second, standing on the right side 
of history doesn't just mean believing 
in the "right" things, it means actively 
doing things that help to shape a future of 
greater compassion, equality and respect 
for truth. 

Third, the only chance any of us have 
to really know and understand anything 
is through direct experience. The media 
coverage on the Occupation is so steeped 
in opinions that I felt that the only chance 
I had to have a grounded perspective 
about what's happening in Liberty Plaza 
was to go there and see for myself. 

Fourth, I wanted to meditate in 
the midst of the park. The silence and 
stillness of seated meditation, the very 
embodiment of peace, was the message I 
had to share. 

And so it was that I carpooled down 
with some fellow Rochesterians. 

We arrived Friday evening. The first 
thing we did was unload the donations 
for the occupiers that we had collected: 
blankets, wool socks, hand warmers and 
herbal tea went to the Comfort Station; 
food and water went to the Kitchen; 
moleskin and thermometers went to the 
Medical Station. People who had already 
been occupying pointed us in the right 
direction to each of these work stations 
through the maze of tarps and sleeping 
bags. 

Then, finally, I was able to go in search 
of a bathroom. I ended up at a Burger 
King, where there was already quite a line. 
I stood between a smiling and friendly vet 
in his upper 30s who had traveled from 
Colorado to participate and a homeless, 
genderqueer teenager, who I'll call Jes to 
protect hir anonymity, who had made a 
great migration from the west coast dur
ing the first week of the occupation. Ze 
had been arrested twice that week alone, 
and showed me the bruises ze had gotten 
at the hands of cops during the arrests. 

After necessities had been taken care 
of, Jes invited me to spread my sleeping 
bag in the corner of the park where ze 
was camping. "Don't worry - we'll make 
room." Ze informed me that ze was the 
only current member of what had been a 
Safe Spaces Committee, which advocated 
at the General Assembly meetings for 
inclusivity, respect and non-violence. 

That first night was incredible. After 
Jes and I spoke for a while about gen
der freedom and health care (or the lack 
thereof), I spread out my sleeping bag, got 
out my meditation cushion, and stayed up 
meditating until after three in the morn
ing. The energy in the air was palpable. I 
heard bits of the whispered conversations 
surrounding me, as many others who were 

NY Gay Wedding Consultant 
Eve Elzeng8 

From ~imple ~u83estions 
to Full ~ervice Planning 

www.nygayweddingconsultant.com 
585.733.2579 



8 B THE EMPTY CLOSET • THE GAY ALLIANCE OF THE GENESEE VALLEY. NUMBER 451 • NOVEMBER 2011 

up late shared ideas and excitement with
out wanting to wake their sleeping neigh
bors. I heard a man walk by who yelled 
out "Get a job and go home, you fucking 
losers! Leave our park alone!" and in my 
mind, I wished him peace. 

When I was done meditating and get
ting ready to settle into my sleeping bag, a 
young, professional-looking woman came 
over, lightly touched my shoulder, and 
whispered "Thank you for helping to keep 
us all safe." 

I did finally sleep for a few hours, only 
to be woken by a morning news crew 
pointing a glaringly bright light at me 
and filming me as I slept. It was time to 
wake up. 

After meditating a bit more and hav
ing a small snack, I wandered around the 
park, taking a few photos and watching 
the great diversity of people in the park. I 
found a group of a couple of dozen peo
ple doing yoga, and I joined them. It was 
absolutely incredible to focus on balance 
and breath within the bustle of Manhat
tan. 

I spent the bulk of the day on the 
picket lines around the park on my medi
tation cushion. I was surrounded by the 
chants of the protesters, the taunts of a 
few locals as they passed, the bustle of 
photographers and news reporters, and 
the constant refrain of the police to pedes
trians: "Keep moving, keep moving, keep 
moving." 

It was more than a little surreal to be 
motionless in the midst of this refrain, 
in the midst of such constant noise and 
movement. 

The sign that I had made and that 
rested in front of me as I sat read simply, 
"Mayall beings be happy, healthy, safe, 
and free. We are all in this mess togeth
er." And it was, perhaps ironically, in this 
statement that I experienced my ambiva
lence about the occupation movement. 

You see, I would be deceiving you if 
I didn't acknowledge that there is a lot 
of anger in the movement. Anger can be 
a source of energy for making necessary 

changes: it can also be a source of divisive 
thinking and an us-versus-them mental
ity that is rarely helpful in bringing about 
healing. 

To me, the mess we're in is not about 
the 1% versus the 99%: it is not about the 
evil rich and the noble poor. It is about 
the fact that the focus of our current par
adigm creates suffering for all who live 
within it. I have no interest in demoniz
ing the wealthy, no matter what they have 
done: we are all living beings, doing the 
best we can with the tools we understand 
to find happiness and avoid suffering. 

"Beyond the Binary" does not just 
refer to gender identity. It refers to all 
things. A life beyond any either-or dichot
omy is a life that opens itself up to all 
things, and offers our best chance for 
equality and freedom. 

It is true that there is a certain hap
piness that comes from nice things and 
fast cars. It is also true that the inequali
ties, injustices and illegal actions by the 
powers-that-be in this country are heart
wrenching and unjustifiable, and that 
those responsible have not been held 
responsible. It is further true that the pain 
and struggle of the many poor, uninsured, 
indebted, homeless, struggling and dis
criminated-against need to be recognized, 
responded to and healed. 

It is equally true that the happiness 
that comes from things, while it may be 
pleasurable, is transitory. Houses need 
repairs, break down, get damaged in 
floods and hurricanes, and require huge 
property taxes and either a lot of time 
and energy for upkeep or (if they're big 
enough) the hiring out of house and 
yard care to others. Cars break down, or 
become less responsive and impressive as 
new generations of vehicles are released: 
the same holds true of all technology. All 
things are transitory, in the same way that 
all living beings are mortal. 

Those who find their main source of 
happiness from external things will expe
rience stress, chronic dissatisfaction and 
eventually suffering that so many people 
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have not developed the internal skills to 
cope with. Yes, their lives look blessed, 
but they are living within the same sick 
context. 

And, of course, to live in such a way is 
by definition unsustainable. Things will 
have to change as the earth's resources are 
depleted and, eventually, exhausted. We 
all suffer the effects that our way of life 
has upon the air, the water and the land
base. To place one's potential for wellbe
ing entirely upon a system that is unable 
to continue is not a way to develop true 
security. When the environmental shit 
hits the fan, everything that this material 
way of life depends upon will crumble. 

In Buddhism, Heaven is considered 
one of the six realms of unenlightened 
existence, and reaching a (literal or meta
phorical) heavenly realm is considered one 
of the greatest threats to our potential for 
enlightenment and deep healing. After all, 
it is within this realm that we forget the 
suffering of others and neglect to do the 
inner work on ourselves that is necessary 
for true insight and peace. In time, this 
sort of life will develop into an internal 
hellish realm. 

If we, as a society, instead take time 
to develop our potential for realizing hap
piness from within, based upon silence, 
peace and our connections to other 
beings, then no matter what happens to 
our possessions, we will have a sustaining 
happiness based in deep equanimity. Can 
you imagine what a world would look like 
if it were grounded in such a foundation? 

There are a few popular T umblr pages 
that I encourage all people to look at and 
think upon. One is "We Are the 99 Per
cent," in which the stories of the people 
who stand in solidarity with the occupiers 
share images that express how the current 
economic crisis has affected them. This 
page is beautiful and often heartbreak
ing. Plan to spend some time on it: don't 
rush through. Let the stories sit in the pit 
of your belly and empathize as deeply as 
you can. 

The second is "We are the 1 Percent: 
We Stand with the 99 Percent," in which 
members of the proverbial 1% share their 
own thoughts in support of the occupa
tion. This page is inspiring, and serves as a 
reminder that we stereotype people to our 
own detriment. 

The third, and most difficult for me 
to sit with, is "We are the 53 Percent," 
in which people who are opposed to the 
occupation movement share their stories 
about why they believe the occupations 
are misguided. This page is uncomfort-

able for me, and I have to witness my own 
compulsion to correct, teach or debate 
with the people whose images appear on 
the site. But I try my best to open my 
mind to the struggles and perspectives of 
each of these people, because their stories 
matter, too. 

This, I feel, is the main strength and 
gift of the Occupation movement. It has 
brought to light many questions, prob
lems, pains and experiences that we have 
not explored as a society in far too long. 
It is changing the dominant discourse of 
American culture: we are all being called 
upon to pause and look at where our way 
of life has gotten us. 

It is not, nor should it be, about one 
problem with a quick-fix solution pro
posed. We have created complex problems 
that are affecting everyone in different 
ways. Any knee-jerk answer will not get 
to the root. 

The Occupy movement will be a suc
cess if it causes us all to question our
selves and our way of life. Where are we, 
where are we heading, and what are our 
priorities? Have we been living in a way 
that truly reflects these priorities? How 
have our choices, as individuals and as a 
society, affected others? What needs to 
change? How can we mobilize this change 
in a way that honors all beings? 

These are not easy questions. They 
are uncomfortable. We still need to ask 
them, of ourselves and of others. Occupy 
Together is showing us this need in stark 
relief, and it is providing the world with 
spaces and opportunities to do so . • 

LOOK YOUR BEST 
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They say 
hair loss doesn't matter ... 

What do you think? 

23 years of restoring confidence 

Hair Replacement Specialists 
1425 Jefferson Road, 2nd floor, Saginaw Plaza 

Rochester, New York 14623 
585-272-7320 • www.baldness.com 

Men's and Women's Hair Replacement • Surgical Hair Restoration 
Laser Hair Therapy • Preventive Hair Loss Products 

New-U is a member of the Better Business Bureau, Transitions Intemational, and the 
American Hair Loss Council. Free private consultation and scalp evaluation by appointment. 

JEFFREY MILLS PHOTOGRAPHY 

Portraits & Portfolios 
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B abies & Pe t s 
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Dig ital Ret o u ching 
Archl val P r lnting 

LIQUOR MULE CO. 
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T el: 585 -734-4599 em ai l : jmills@roch ester.rr.com 
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GETTING 
MARRIED? 

GREAT, I LOVE A GOOD PAR1Y! 
15% OR MORE OFF ALL WEDDING RECEPTION WINE ORDERS! 

CORN HILL 
FINE WINE & SPIRITS 

at Corn Hill Landing 

260 Exchange Boulevard • Rochester • 585-232-5530 
Mon-Wed lOam-8pm, Thr-Sat lOam-9pm, Sun 12pm-spm 

FIND US ON facebook FOR EVENTS & SPECIALS 

• Adult Prizes for Top 3 Teams 

• Enjoy a Social Atmosphere 

• Free to Play 

140 Alex Bar & Grill 
140 Alexander Street, Rochester NY 

Mondays @ 7:30pm 
Featuring Drink Specials!!! 

Tuneups 

with Bicycle 
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* FREE 
Home Staging 
consultation 
with all 
listings! 

Chris Del Conte 
DelConte Services, LLC 

Realtor, RE/MAX Realty Group 
Interior Design and Home Staging 

585.750.0876 
CDeIConte@CDeIConte.com 

http://facebook.com/ cdelconte 

PFLAG meets the 3rd Sunday 
of each month. Meetings are at 
Open Arms Metropolitan Community 
Church, 740 Marshall Road, 
Rochester 14624 from 1 to 3pm. 
Join us! 
Questions? Call: 585-244-8640 
and leave a message, or e-mail: 
pflag@gayalliance.org 

No 10 on you = Aulomatic Arrest 
Court Appearances = Public Shame 

Court Fine = $1,000 
Attorney Fees = $2,000 

Reputation + Family + Safety + Peace of Mind 

PRICELESS 

585 - 244 - 8640 
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DON 'T WORR'!. 
KYL£ WILL BE SACK 

TOMORROW. 

HOW 
ABOUT US, 
BREYER? 
ARE WE 

OK-A'!? 

M"'I MOTHeR 15 STIL.L. 
WONDERING WHY 'Iou 
Dl DN'T COME HOME 
WITH ME FOR PASSOV£R 

THIS 'YeAR. 

:x: DON'T' OeSPISE 'YOU) 
RICHARt'. ANt' ::t'M AL.
WA'IS GOING TO SE 
GRATEFUl.. TO YOU ... FOR 
GETTING ME IN TOUCH 
WITH M'I 3'IiW/SH SIDe. 

:r DIDN'T HAVE THE 
HeART TO TEL.L HE::R '(OU 

DESPISE ME NOW. 

'IOU '\JI:~ BARE/...'I 
SAID A WORt> 
TO Me:. SINCE 

'J: MOVED 
BACK IN. 

SO ... THERE'S A CHANCE 
'IOU'I-I- COMe: FOR PASS
OVe;R NEXT yeAR? 

A Goot:> cHANce. 

THeN 1-~T/S D15-
cuss "(OUR OLJTF/T. 

Website - www.kylecornics.com E-Mail-KylesBnB@aol.com 

Residential New and Old Work Specialists 
Serving the Rochester Community for over 20 years 

"We Do It Without Shorts" 
• Licensed 
• Fully Insured 

Free Quotes 

Office: 654-8642 • 
Fax: 224-8228 • 

MLNWood@aol.com • 

Indoor Flea Market - Over 8,000 sq. ft. 
ANTIQUES • CRAFTS • WOODWORKING 
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Hodge Podge Lodge 

Bring this ad and get 10% off! 

HodgePodgeLodgeNY,com 

Vendors & Customers Welcome :li!t 
571 Stone Road, Greece, NY - Comer of Stone & Dewey 

585.621.5111 • HodgePodgeLodge@frontier.com 
OPEN 10 TO 7 EVERY DAY (EXCEPT WEDNESDAY) L.. ____ _ 
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Evelyn Bailey. Todd Plank. 

GAY ALLIANCE VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION: The Alliance threw a party for vol
unteers on Sept. 27 at the Strathallan. Above: Dontaee Williamson, Desiree, Jess 
Cohen and Jeanne Gainsburg in the Youth Talent Show. Photos: Susan Jordan 

lAm 
bi Zach, 14 

am bisexual and proud. 
wonder if anyone else is. 
hear others' pleas for help. 
see the violence that we endure. 
want the silence to be broken. 
am bisexual and proud. 
pretend that we are safe as a people. 
feel the pain of ignorance. 
touch the hearts of my people. 
worry that I am my worst fear. 
cry when I see one of us fall. 
am bisexual and proud. 
understand what we are. 
say that we will overcome oppression. 
dream that one day we will be as one. 
try to make that dream a reality. 
hope I have what it takes to make that dream come true. 
AM BISEXUAL AND PROUD! 

Gay Alliance Youth 
The Gay Alliance offers Youth Services 

for Rochester area LGBTQ and allied youth ages 13-25 

Check out what's happening 
at: www.gayalliance.org 
or contact JessC@gagv.us 

Monday and Wednesday: 
Drop-in: 2-6pm 

Sunday Support groups: 
Ages 13-23: 2-4pm 
Ages 18-25: 4:30-6pm 
ON HIATUS FOR SUMMER 

Special Interest: 
Transgender Youth, 
Arts/Crafts, Movies, Writing 

Special Events: 
Youth Dances, Day of Silence, 
Big Gay Prom, Pool Table, 
LGBTQ Youth Library, and 
Internet Access 

Fun, friendly, safe adults are 
needed to volunteer their time 
and talents, providing positive 
role models, maybe sharing a 
talent or skill. Contact Jeanne 
Gainsburg, Outreach Coordinator 
for an application: jeanneg@ 
gagv.us or 585-244-8640, ext. 14. 

T ·0 y 
oos .Giv . atter. 
How much good 

can be done in one day? 
How much of a difference 

can one person make? 

We'll find out on December 8 
as our community comes together for 

24 hours of unprecedented giving 
to make a positive impact in the Greater Rochester region. 

ROC the Day is an opportunity to support the Gay Alliance 
in a focused day of giving, raising funds and getting the word out 

about our great work. Be part of this epic event. 
Your donations will be doubled thanks to other generous donors. 

Visit www.ROCtheDay.org for more information on how to 
ROC the Day for us by supporting the Gay Alliance. 

DO YOU NEED 
INTERNET ACCESS? 

The Gay Alliance Library 
has two computers* with 
internet access available 

during library hours: 

Sunday: 3-5pm 
Monday, Wednesday 6-8pm 

*Computers are part of our 
David Bohnett Cyber Center 

Library8e 
Archives 

Many things 

CAMPUSOUT Library8e 
Archives 

DISAPPEARING 
DISAPPEARING 

Preservalion of Records 
Archival Besl Praclices 

For You, 
Your Organizalion, 

Your Agency 
Friday, November 4, 2011 

8:30 -11:30 am 
Gay Alliance 

of the Genesee Valley 
815 East Main Street 

Rochester. New York 14605 

'@' Anti -Violence 
Gay A!hance Project 

Sage 
S&[?@ 

ONE 
The Empty Closet. Youth Program. InQueery • SafeZone • CampusOUT 
Rochester Pride Education Program & Speakers Bureau. Rainbow SAGE 
Community Safety Program & Anti-Violence Project. Library & Archives 

Shoulders to Stand On • Gay Alliance Resource Directory 

The Gay Alliance plays a central role in advocating for 'A.' 
the fair and equal treatment of all people, regardless V 

of their sexual orientation, gender identit~ or gender Gav Alliance 
expression. www.GayAlhance.org ~ofth.g.n., .... lIey 

to Many people 
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Program Notes 

Wintertime safety tips 
By Kelly Clark 

As the weather turns colder many of 
us in Rochester go into hibernation mode. 
Technology makes it easy for us. We can 
watch virtually any movie ever made by 
streaming it online. We can get a full car
dio workout with our Wii. Video chat lets 
us stay in touch and we won't starve with 
online pizza delivery. Too cold to venture 
out to the bar? We can even find a date 
online! 

With hundreds of online dating sights 
some people have great luck finding the 
love of their life on the web. But there are 
also many people who have the misfor
tune of finding heartache, financial ruin 
and even violence at the other end of the 
computer modem. If using date sites is 
part of your winter routine, here are a few 
tips to keep yourself safe: 

Take your time! Ask lots of questions, 
look for inconsistencies, get to know 
someone before agreeing to meet. 

* Always protect your personal info. 
Don't share your address or other sensi
tive info. 

* Save their picture. Ask for pictures 
that are not the profile picture. Save pic
tures in an obvious place just in case they 
are needed by police. 

* Create a trail. Before you meet, let 
a couple of friends know your plan. Create 
a check in time, if they haven't heard from 
you by then they should come looking. 

* Always meet at a public location 
familiar to you. Know the layout and plan 
an exit. Take the long way home to be sure 
you are not followed. 

* Keep your wallet close. Don't allow a 
date to see your credit or bank card num
bers by laying it on the table before the 
waiter comes. Never take a date to the 
ATM machine, do that before going out! 

* Go with your gut! If something just 
doesn't feel right, it probably isn't. Never 
feel obligated to meet or move faster than 
you are ready. Think. Plan. Stay Safe! 

Rainbow SAGE update 
By Brian Hurlburt 

It is hard to believe we are in Novem
ber and the holidays are just around the 
corner. Rainbow Sage of course is always 
busy with great programs for the 50+ 
LGBT population. 

The fun always begins with everyone's 
favorite game, euchre. Join us for euchre 
on the first Sunday of every month, with 
this month's being on Sunday, Nov. 6 at 
3 p.m. The location is always the South 

The Gay Alliance 

Wedge Planning Committee building, 
224 Mt. Hope in Rochester. RSVP is sug
gested, as space is limited. Please call 585-
244-8640 X15 to RSVP or for directions 
and more information. 

Our Ruby Sneakers program contin
ues into November every Wednesday eve
ning at 5:45 p.m. We've moved to our new 
location, which is Callan-Harris Physical 
Therapy, 1328 University Ave., between 
Culver Road and Blossom Road, next 
to Rochester City Ballet. We move from 
chair exercise to chair hula dancing. It is 
time to move those hips, so come and join 
us. Next class is Nov. 9. 

In our continued efforts to stay 
healthy, Rochester Rainbow Sage will 
sponsor a series of health awareness work
shops beginning on Saturday, Nov. 12 and 
each month following into March. The 
location will be the AIDS Care confer
ence room at Monroe Square, 259 Mon
roe Ave. 

The workshops will begin at 10 a.m. 
with a light breakfast and go to 11:30 or 
noon depending on the topic and health 
screenings. Our first topic will cover the 
top 10 health issues for lesbian, gay, bisex
ual and transgender older adults. Future 
topics may include health proxy, sup
port for caregivers, heart health, diabetes, 
depression, breast health and hearing loss. 
Our workshop leader is Christina Miller. 
Christina is the LGBT Health Specialist 
at AIDS Care. 

Our men's group will be meeting on 
Wednesday, Nov. 16, so contact Tony 
at rtony@aol.com for location and time. 
Our women's group meets on Monday, 
Nov. 28 at the Gay Alliance library (last 
Mondays). For more information on the 
women's group contact Eileen at ebro
phy@frontiernet.net. Just a reminder, the 
men's and women's group are discussion 
groups and not therapy or social groups. 
Be sure to bring a topic to discuss. 

Our Thanksgiving potluck will be on 
Sunday, Nov. 20 at 4 p.m. We will sup
ply the turkey. To sign up and bring other 
foods, contact Nan at nanfry@rochester. 
rr.com. The location is First Universal
ist Church, 150 South Clinton, corner of 
Court St. There is plenty of free parking 
on the side streets. Come join friends and 
give thanks together. 

Our next Sage C&C Breakfast will 
be on Saturday, Nov. 26. This is for Sage 
members to get together and chat over 
coffee and/or breakfast and for newcom
ers who would like to learn more about 
Sage and meet some new friends. The 
time is 10 a.m. and the location is East 
Ridge Family Diner, 1925 East Ridge Rd. 
If you are a member and plan to attend 
the breakfast, please let us know at 585-
244-8640 X15 so we will know how big a 
table to reserve . • 

On-line Resource Directory 
(GARO) The on-line community tool providing 
local, statewide and national resources, 24/7 
at www.GayAliiance.org. 

Youth toured SUNY Geneseo on Oct. 20. Photos: Jess Cohen 

Youth Program plans college tours, 
Thanksgiving Dinner 
By Susan Jordan 

The highly successful College Tours 
have started again for members of the Gay 
Alliance Youth Program. The first tour 
was on Oct. 20 at SUNY Geneseo (see 
photos). Another possible tour is in the 
works for November at SUNY Fredonia. 

Youth Services Coordinator Jessica 
Cohen said, "We're trying to get young 
people invested in the idea of college. 
Then we can hope to keep them in high 
school and battle the high dropout rate for 
LG BT youth. The tours 
can be positive for youth, 
depending on the college. 
The tours are especially 
positive if youth get to 
meet and talk with LGBT 
students on campus." 

Cohen said that during 
the holidays the tours will 
take a break, and resume 
in the spring semester, 
hopefully including visits 
to U.R., Hobart/William 

Smith, Nazareth and Buffalo State. 
Also coming up in November is the 

annual Thanksgiving Dinner for youth, 
which will include adults from PFLAG 
and Rainbow SAGE. The dinner is not 
open to the public. Besides providing a 
good time and a lot of turkey-and-trim
mings, the dinner is an opportunity for 
LGBT youth to see and interact with suc
cessful, happy adult LGBT individuals 
and couples . • 

Speaking Engagementsl 
Tabling for October 

10/1 
10/5 
10/5 
10/6 
10/10 
10/18 
10/18 
10/21 
10/24 
10/25 
10/26 

10/26 
10/26 
10/26 
10/28 

10/30 

Tabled at Advocacy Services for Abused Deaf Victims Event 
Bullying and LGBT Youth at SUNY Brockport 
Educating With Our Stories at the Gay Alliance 
Tabled at the Family Health and Fitness Fair 
Coming Out Issues at Nazareth College 
LGBT Issues in Mental Health at 211-Lifeline 
LGBT Issues in Counseling at University of Rochester 
Shattered Rainbow: LGBT DV training 
LGBT 101 at SUNY Geneseo 
Fair Housing & the LGBT Community at the Gay Alliance 

LGBT Older Adult Issues at Geriatric Medicine Grand Rounds 
at MCH 
LGBT Issues and Community Safety at the VA Hospital 
LGBT 101 at RIT 
SafeZone Training at Nazareth College 
Bullying Issues at Genesee Valley School Board Institute for 
Staff Development 
Love and Forgiveness at Downtown United Presbyterian Church 

The Gay Alliance 875 E. Main St., Suite 500 Rochester, NY 14605 • Hours Mon.-Fri., 9am-5pm • Phone (585) 244-8640 • Fax (585) 244-8246 • Web www.gayalliance.org 
Empty Closet Phone (585) 244-9030 • Empty Closet Fax (585) 244-8246 • Empty Closet Advertising (585) 244-9030 • Empty Closet E-mail emptycloset@gagv.us 

Board President John Altieri • Executive Director Sue Cowell • Administrative Assistant Laur McSpadden • Program Director Scott Fearing 
Empty Closet Editor Susan Jordan • Design Jim Anderson • Community Safety Kelly Clark • Youth Services Coordinator Jessica Cohen 

Outreach Coordinator Jeanne Gainsburg 
Youth Group Youth Center, 1st floor - Ages 13-23 Sundays 2-4 pm; Ages 18-25 Sundays 4:30-6pm • http://youth.gayalliance.org for after school schedule and special events. 

The Gay Alliance of the Genesee Valley is a non-profit agency, dedicated to cultivating a healthy, inclusive environment where lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-gender (LGBT) people 
are safe, thriving and enjoying equal rights. We are a coalition of individuals and groups working to empower LGBT people, to affirm their identities, and to create an atmosphere where the 

diversity of our community can thrive both collectively and separately. We educate and advocate for civil rights for all and for the eradication of homophobia. 
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Resources support groups, computer lab, referral services Reduction Plus Team offers servcies to HIV posi- WOMEN and more, Stop by 107 Liberty Pole Way (corner tive and those at risk through substance use, 
of Pleasant) or call (585)420-1400, Programs include outreach, transitional case HEALTH: 
Monroe County Health Department management, free cconfidential testing (Ora- Highland Hospital Breast Imaging Center 

HIV/AIDS at 855 W. Main St., offers testing and counseling Ouick Rapid Testing), NYS Dep't. of Health offers 500 Red Creek Drive, Rochester 14623; 585-
for HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases, free on-site confidential and anonymous testing, 487-3300, Specializing in breast health, diag-

Free testing for HIV exposure (585)753-5481, (585)325-5100, M-F 8 am-9 pm, www.huther- nostic breast imaging and treatment and 
is available from New York State Department of Strong Memorial Hospital 

doyle,com, mammography outreach and education, 
Health: call Rochester Area Regional Hotline at provides a complete range of HIV medical care, Geneva Community Health Breast Cancer Coalition of Rochester 
(585) 423-8081, or 1-800-962-5063 for pay including access to experimental treatment pro- 601 W. Washington St., Geneva, Provides HIV 840 University Ave,; 585-473-8177; www,bccr, 
phones or calls outside Rochester, Deaf or hear- tocols, and HIV testing, Also provides individual testing, HIV specialty and primary care for resi- org; email: info@bccr,org, Breast Cancer Coal i-
ing impaired people should call (585)423-8120 and group psychotherapy, Training of health care dents of Ontario and surrounding counties, tion provides support services that include Brown 
(TOO,) New Rapid HIV Testing now available- professionals also available, Infectious Disease Mon,-Thurs, 9 am-5 pm; Fridays 9 am-noon, Bag Fridays: an informal discussion group that 
test results in 30-40 minutes! Statewide informa- Clinic, (585) 275-0526, Department of Psychia- 315-781-8448, meets weekly from 12:00-1 :30; Breast Cancer 
tion can be obtained by calling 1-800-541-AIDS, try, (585) 275-3379, AIDS Training Project, (585) DEAF SERVICES 101 and 201: programs designed to help those 
Other organizations which provide AIDS-related 275-5693, coping with a recent breast cancer diagnosis and 
services are as follows: Advocacy Services for Abused Deaf Victims those coping with an advanced breast cancer Planned Parenthood of Rochester and 
AIDS Care Genesee Valley Mailing address: c/o ASADV, P,O, Box 20023, diagnosis; Sister Sak: a program that addresses 
AIDS Care is the leading provider of HIV/AIDS offers testing and information (585) 546 2595, Rochester, NY 14602, 24 HOUR HOTLINE: ASA- the issues facing young women with breast can-
services in Rochester and the Finger Lakes, On- DVhope@gmail.com; VP: 866-936-8976; TTY / cer; and the Advanced Breast Cancer Support 
site services include: HIV testing and limited STD Rural HIV testing FAX: 585-232-2854, Group to support women living with metastatic 
screenings, Primary and HIV Specialty Medical anonymous and confidential, in Alleghany, Liv- breast cancer, The Breast Cancer Coalition also 
Care, Pharmacy, Behavioral Well ness, Case Man- ingston, Ontario, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, Wac Rainbow Alliance for the Deaf (lRAD) provides information about breast cancer, a lend-
agement, Prevention and Education, Clinical Trials, Wayne or Yates Counties, call 1-800-962-5063, Meets second Saturdays, 6-9 pm, For location, ing library, and a monthly educational program, 
Dental Screenings, Hepatitis CIHIV Co-Infection Action Front Center 

information: rcoaster@rochester,rr,com All BCCR programs and support services are free, 
Clinic, General Support Groups, Positive Divas (Action for a Better Community,) Provides HIV Spectrum Monroe County Women's Health 
Women's Support Group, Positively Alive Sup- prevention education and case management ser- LG BTO I and Straight Alliance, RIT/NTID, On Face- Partnership 
port Group, AC Men's Support Group, Treatment vices, Training and technical assistance to service book 111 Westfall Rd" Rochester NY 14692; 
Education Group, Meals on Wheels Congregate providers, Resource library open to public, All 

TRANSGENDER 
(585)274-6978, Comprehensive breast cancer 

Program, Latino Support Group, AIDS Care satel- services free and confidential. Multicultural and screening services for uninsured and underin-
lite offices in Geneva and Bath, as well as many bilingual staff, Jearald Noble, program manager, Rochester Trans Group sured women, 
ad hoc groups, AIDS Care is also a leader in pro- 33 Chestnut St., second floor, Hours 8:30-5 pm, 
viding services and education to members of the Monday-Friday, 262-4330; fax 262-4572. Free Social/educational group for gender variant people Elizabeth Wende Breast Clinic 
LGBT community, Contact Information: Website: anonymous HIV testing on walk-in basis, Tues- and friends, Last Saturday, 3-5 pm, GAGV Youth 170 Sawgrass Drive, 442-8432, Dr. Wende 
www.acRochester,org, Main Office: 259 Mon- days, Wednesdays 1-4 pm, provided through Center, first floor, 875 E, Main St. 244-8640, Logan-Young and an all-woman staff provide 
roe Ave" Rochester, NY 14607; Main Phone: NYSDOH, Thursdays 1-4 pm at Aenon Baptist FAMILY 

mammograms, 
585-545-7200 - Health Services After Hours: Church, 175 Genesee St. SHARE: Self Help for Women with Breast 
585-258-3363; Case Management After Hours 

Anthony L. Jordan Health Center CNY Fertility Center or Ovarian Cancer 
(Lifeline): 585-275-5151; Fax: 585-244-6456, NYS Hotline: 1-866-53SHARE or 1-866-537-
Finger Lakes Office: 605 W. Washington St., Prevention & Primary Care Program Integrative Fertility Care, Support meetings, webi- 4273, 
Geneva, NY 14456,315-781-6303, Southern Provides Medical Case Management, Mental nars, workshops, Information: cbriel@cnyfertility, 

Tier Office: 122 Liberty St. POBox 624, Bath, Health, Primary Care, HIV Counseling and Testing com; www.cnyhealingarts,com Alternatives for Battered Women 
NY 14810 607-776-9166, The Health Outreach using the Orasure Rapid Test, Education presen- Rochester Gay Moms' Group 232-7353; TTY 232-1741. Shelter (women 

Project: 416 Central Ave" Rochester, NY 14605; tations, and access to other Jordan services, Pre- Support group for lesbian mommies and wan- only), counseling, Lesbians, gay men welcome, 
585-454-5556, vention & Primary Care is a walk-in program; no nabe mommies in Rochester and surrounding GAGV Anti Violence Project 
Gay Alliance of the Genesee Valley 

appointments necessary, Office hours: Mon,- Fri., areas, Subscribe: RochesterGayMoms-sub- 585-244-8640 ext 17. For women and men, 
8:30am- 5 pm: extended hours on Monday until 

provides referrals to physicians and service agen- 8 pm, (585) 423-2879; fax (585) 423-2876, 
scribe@yahoogroups,com, Victim Resource Center of Wayne County 

cies, (585) 244-8640; www,gayalliance,org, Website: www.jordanhealth,org, For more infor- Lesbian & Gay Family Building Project Newark NY. Hotline 800-456-1172; office 

Victory Alliance mation, call Program Director Patrick M, Trevor, Headquartered in Binghamton and with a (315)331-1171; fax (315)331-1189, 

University of Rochester Medical Center, One of (585) 423-2879, presence throughout Upstate NY, the Project Mary Magdalene House 
several research sites worldwide that comprise CDC National STD and AIDS Hotline is dedicated to helping LGBTO people achieve Women's outreach center for HIV positive 
the HIV Vaccine Trials Network, Rochester site 1-800-CDC-INFO (800-232-4636) 24 hours 

their goals of building and sustaining healthy women and women at risk, 291 Lyell Ave, 
conducts research vaccine studies sponsored by a day, TTY service: 1-888-232-6348, E-mail families, We do this by providing support, Open Mon-Fri. 6:30-9:30 pm 458-5728, 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) in the attempt address: cdcinfo@cdc,gov, advocacy, information, and access to commu-

Planned Parenthood of the Rochester/ to discover a vaccine that may one day prevent nity and sensitive healthcare and other ser-
HIV infection or AIDS, Imagine a world without Fair Housing Enforcement Project of vices, Our network of Pride and Joy Families Syracuse Region 

AIDS, learn how you can help create it. 585-756- Monroe County offers social and educational opportunities to 114 University Ave" Rochester, NY 14605; 

2329; www.vaccineunit.org, 585-325-2500; 1-800-669-9777. Deals with LGBTO parents, their children and prospec- Toll-free Helpline: 1-866-600-6886, Planned 
housing discrimination on basis of race, orienta- tive parents, Claudia Stallman, Project Direc- Parenthood has led the way in providing high 

Threshold tion, HIV status, etc, tor, 124 Front St., Binghamton, NY 13905; quality, affordable reproductive health care 
At The Community Place, 145 Parsells Ave" 

Public Interest Law Office of Rochester 607-724-4308; e-mail: LesGayFamBldg@ since 1916, Our experienced and compassion-
third floor, 585-454-7530, Provides confi-

80 St. Paul St., Suite 701. Free legal services to aol.com, Web: www,PrideAndJoyFamilies,org, ate medical staff will listen to your concerns and 
dential HIV, STD testing and General Health answer your questions in a warm, welcoming 
Care, ages 12-25, Sliding fee scale, no one HIV positive persons, families, Spanish bilingual Families Joined by Love atmosphere, All our services are confidential. 
denied, most insurances accepted, Mon" advocates available, All civil cases except divorce; Books and resources for LGBT families, We accept most insurances; including Medic-
Wed" Fri. 9a,m,-5p,m,; Tues" Thurs" 9a,m,- no criminal cases, Ask to speak to someone in www.familiesjoinedebylove,org, aid, You may even qualify for low- to no-cost 
7p,m,; Sat. 10a,m,-2p,m, wwwThreshold- PILOR, 454-4060, Parents, Families and Friends of family planning services, When you make your 
Center.org Evergreen Health Services, Buffalo Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) appointment, be sure to ask about our sliding 

Center for Health and Behavioral Training of Primary care, HIV and family care, HIV testing and PFLAG's threefold mission: supporting parents scale fees, No one is turned away for lack of 

Monroe County counseling, (716) 847-0328 and family members in coming out process; ability to pay, 

853 Main St., Rochester 14611. Collaboration Westside Health Services educating the community; advocating on behalf POLITICAL: 
of Monroe County Health Department and U,R, Brown Square Health Center, 175 Lyell Ave, (254- of LGBT family members, Regular meetings: 

National Organization for Women 
Provides year-round training in prevention and 6480); Woodward health Center, 480 Genesee Third Sunday of the month, Open Arms MCC, 
management of STDs, HIV, TB and related issues, St. (436-3040), HIVIAIDS services, support, more, 740 Marshall Rd, 14624, 1-3 pm, PFLAG@ (Greater Rochester NOW) 

such as domestic violence and case manage- gagv,us; 585-244-8640 x27, PO Box 93196; (585)234-7019, E-mail: 

ment. (585)753-5382 v/tty, McCree McCuller Wellness Center at Unity 
Adoptive Parent Support Group 

info@rochestemow,org Web page: http:// 
Health's Connection Clinic www,rochesternow,org, 

Planned Parenthood of the Rochester/ (585) 368-3200, 89 Genesee St., Bishop Kear- Monthly potluck lunches, For information, loca-
CULTURAL: Syracuse Region ney Bldg" 3rd floor, Full range of servcies, regard- tion, call Shari, 350-2529, 

114 University Ave" Rochester, NY 14605; Toll- less of ability to pay, Caring, confidential and Angel Food Ministry Rochester Women's Community Chorus 
free Helpline: 1-866-600-6886, Offers confiden- convenient. Box of fresh/frozen food for $ 30 in advance, 234-4441, (See Ongoing calendar), 
tial HIV testing and information, When you make Catholic Charities AIDS Services Menu changes monthly, For information and dis-
your appointment, be sure to ask about our slid-

A multicultural and bi-lingual staff providing ser- tribution sites, call 585-861-4815, GENERAL: 
ing scale fees, No one is turned away for lack of 

vices to a diversity of people infected and affected Women's Resource Center 
ability to pay, 

with HIVlntensive home-based case management LGBT HEALTH YWCA, 175 N, Clinton Ave, 546-7740, 
Rochester Area Task Force on AIDS for all ages; a clinical crisis manager; a child/ SOCIAL: A collection of agencies providing a multiplicity of adolescent case worker; transitional case man- For a list of LGBT-friendly and competent health 
resources and services to the upstate New York agement for children and family members going and human service providers in the Rochester Color Outside the line Crew 
community, Their offices are located through the through bereavement; recreational and support and Finger Lakes area, visit the resource direc- Contact Jackie Williams, 482-4945, 

Finger Lakes Health Systems Agency, which also groups for children and teens, and camping expe- tory page(s) at www.everybodysgood,com, These Butch Femme Connection: 
provides medical literature and newspaper clip- riences including Camp SOAR, We coordinate pages are compiled and managed by AIDS Care, 288-7208; DressyFemme@aol.com 
pings, as well as demographic and statistical data HOPWA (Housing Opportunities for People with If you are a provider, or know of one, who would 

Check our monthly and ongoing Calendars for use in developing health care services, (585) AIDS) short term emergency assistance with rent! like to be included, contact them through the 
461-3520, mortgage/utility payments and limited subsidized website or contact Erik Libey directly at (585) and the Gay Groups section for more groups 

MOCHA Center of Rochester housing, 1945 E, Ridge Rd" Suite 24, Rochester 210-4192, and events, For more information, call the 
GAGV at 244-8640 or see www.gayalliance, 

Our mission is to improve health and wellness in NY 14622, (585) 339-9800, Gay Alliance of the Genesee Valley org, And send us your information! _ 
communities of color through intervention and Huther Doyle See www.gayalliance,org Resource Directory 
service, with emphasis on LGBTO programming, 360 East Ave" Rochester 14604, Offers drug, under "Health" for GAGV referrals to physicians 
Youth drop-in center, HIV testing, peer education, alcohol prevention, education, treatment. Risk and service agencies, 
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roups 
Find the friends and fun you need in your neighborhood 
of the LGBT community. 

BUTCH FEMME 
CONNECTION 

The Rochester Butch-Femme Con
nection will have two supper events in 
November. 

On Saturday, Nov. 5 we will meet 
at Peppermints Restaurant on Route 
15 (West Henrietta Road in Henriet
ta, across from the Days Inn south of 
Lehigh Station Road) at 7 p.m. 

On Saturday, Nov. 19, we will meet 
at The King and I Thai Restaurant off 
of Route 15A (East Henrietta Road just 
south of MCC campus) at 7 p.m. 

For further information on the Con
nection, contact Kerry/Max at (585) 
288-7208, email DressyFemme@aol. 
com or check out our Facebook page 
under The Rochester Butch Femme 
Connection. 

COMEOUTDANCIN' 
On Sunday, Nov. 6, ComeoutDancin' 

features "Swing in 1930s Style". We'll be 
Swingin' as we step to the Charleston 
and some authentic '30s and '40s jazz 
moves. 

On Sunday, Nov. 20, Comeout
Dancin' features "Swing & Step Togeth
er". Esther & RJ will return to introduce 
some two-step basics that will add vari
ety to our mix. 

All dances take place at The Friends 
Meetinghouse, 84 Scio St. (entrance on 
Charlotte St. across from the East End 
Garage), between 3-5 p.m. Admission is $5. 

For more info, contact comeout
dancin@gayalliance.org or 585-244-
8640. 

DIGNITY-INTEGRITY 
D-I Rochester meets weekly at St. 

Luke's and St. Simon's Church, 17 S. Fit
zhugh St., at the corner of Broad St. We 
have the following services and activities 
for the month of November 2011. Please 
note that all services start at 5 p.m. and 
are usually followed by a coffee hour. You 
might also want to join us for dinner out 
at a local restaurant after coffee hour. 

First Sunday: Episcopal Mass in the 
Church, with music 

Second Sunday: Roman Catholic 
Liturgy of the Word, with music 

Third Sunday: Episcopal Mass in the 
Chapel, no music this week 

Fourth Sunday: Evening Prayer, fol
lowed by a Potluck Supper 

November Pot Luck Theme: "A 
Different Thanksgiving Meal". If you 
could have something besides turkey for 

Thanksgiving, what would it be? Since 
this month's potluck supper falls on the 
Sunday after Thanksgiving, we decid
ed that it might be fun to offer folks a 
chance to create the Thanksgiving Din
ner they WISHED they'd had! I can't 
wait to see what will be on our table. 
We'd be very thankful if you'd join us. 
No time to cook? Don't worry; there is 
always plenty to share. 

News from the Pews: Dignity-Integri
ty's 36th Anniversary happened on Sun
day, Oct. 2 and it was great! Fr. Michael 
Hopkins' sermon gave us an opportunity 
to reflect back to 1975; some of us were 
still in high school! We've accomplished 
a lot and we've begun to talk about our 
mission for the years to come. The anni
versary dinner, held at Shea's on East Ave. 
was excellent. (If you haven't been there 
yet, be sure to try it!) In conjunction with 
this anniversary, there is a longer article 
about us on page A 3 in this issue. 

Remember to check our web
site (www.di-rochester.org) for further 
details. You can also contact us by email 
(info@di-rochester.org) or by calling the 
D-I Hotline, (585) 234-5092. 

EMPIRE BEARS 
October is done. The film festival is 

over. It was great. Seven BEAR members 
had full passes and were at the movies 
for 10 days straight. Quite a few others 
attended select movies. We had a great 
time watching our sponsored film, ''An 
Ordinary Family". Thanks to the film 
festival for another great year. 

Cold weather is here, and it's time 
for BEARS to cuddle up, eat, and keep 
warm. You can find us every Wednesday 
evening having supper at the Wintonaire 
at 6. We're at the GAGV on second Sat
urdays at 6:30 having a potluck sup
per. Members keep in touch with a 
yahoogroup, so we can meet for dinner, 
a movie, or a game anytime. We welcome 
new members. Join us. 

FAMILY GROUP 
The Family Group will meet Sunday, 

Nov. 13 at the Strong Museum, from 
3-5 p.m. 

Meet at the carousel at 3 p.m. to do 
invites and begin our adventure. 

For non-members, please visit Strong 
Museum website to get prices for your 
families, or contact me at johndalana@ 
rochester.rr.com. 

Let's get these children building rela
tionships to have new friends -- kids that 
have the same families as them! 

Geri Stanton 
Counseling Services 
NYS Licensed Mental Health Counselor 
Sign Language Skilled 

Individual • Couple • Group 

JUST US GUYS 
This month we will be returning 

to the AIDSCare basement conference 
room, 259 Monroe Ave., on Election Day, 
Tuesday Nov. 8. 

Gathering time is scheduled for 6 
p.m., with the program beginning at 6:30 
p.m. The guest speaker will be Brian 
Quinn, a local exercise trainer, who will 
discuss basic exercise and wellness tips. 
With the upcoming holidays during the 
next two months fast approaching, atten
tion to health and exercise becomes even 
more significant for everyone. 

To learn more about the group and the 
November program, contact Ron at 223-
2629 or email rmatter1@rochester.rr.com. 

OUT & EQUAL 
Out & Equal's Second Thursdays 

Networking Event this month will take 
place on Nov. 10, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at 
WXXI Studios, 280 State St. 

The event will be Out & Equal's first 
visit to "our favorite public radio and TV 
station, in the heart of the High Falls dis
trict." 

Information on joining Out & Equal 
is available at www.oeNYfingerlakes. 
groupsite.com/join. 

RAINBOW SAGE 
WOMEN'S PEER GROUP 
- A PITCH FOR JOINERS 

We are something other than a dating
outings-support-psychotherapy group. We 
are none of these. 

We are older mature lesbian women 
(often retired professionals) sitting once a 
month, conversing as equals (peers) about 
living as older women lesbians in 21st cen
tury Western New York. We reside within 
reasonable proximity to the Rochester 
office and library of the Gay Alliance of 
the Genesee Valley. 

In the Rainbow Sage Women's Peer 
group, women engage as equals in non
clinical discussion/sharing on whatever 
affects their lives as older LG BT women. 
We use the term "non-clinical" in our 
description for clarity and to distinguish 
,VT'P f" " womens eer rom support group, 
"group therapy," "dating networks," and 
their particular scopes and objectives. 

Support Group (not) 
According to Merriam Webster, a 

"support group," in general terms, is "a 
group of people with common experiences 
and concerns who provide emotional and 
moral support for one another." The "sup
port group" format might trigger deeper 
issues if participants suffer severe emo
tional problems - thus requiring the 
presence, leadership and or intervention of 
a mental health professional. [http://bpd. 
about.com/odllevelsofcare/g/SupportGps. 
htmJ 

This type of "support group" is nei
ther within the scope or intent of Rain
bow Sage Women's Peer; nor is Women's 
Peer formed to provide its members with 
support in dealing with or information 
regarding specific needs or problems such 
as coping with serious disease or over
coming addiction. (Webster's New World 
College Dictionary Copyright © 2010 by 
Wiley Publishing, Inc., Cleveland, Ohio. 
http://www.yourdictionary.com/support
group) 

While Rainbow Sage Women's Peer 
may involve "a group of people with com
mon experiences and concerns (as older 
lesbian women) who provide emotional 
and moral support for one another" -
it does not predetermine topics or meet 
more often than one time a month (final 
Mondays). If members choose to meet as 
individuals (e.g., for outings), those meet
ings are beyond the scope, outside the 
purview of Rainbow Sage Women's Peer. 

Dating Network (not) 
A dating network or system has a 

matchmaking mission. It has an objective 
or design of connecting people or facili
tating contact or communication between 
individuals, couples and groups. It may 
also set out a calendar of events whereby 
individuals, couples or groups might meet 

for and engage in activities published on 
a calendar. 

This too is outside the scope and 
design of Rainbow Sage Women's Peer. 
Women's Peer begins and ends its "mis
sion" within a once-a-month easy-talking 
context. 

Although Women's Peer is not a dat
ing service or supportftherapy outlet and 
does not prescribe content or direct what 
peers talk about in any given meeting, 
topics such as these might have relevance: 
Isolation - what it is, what it means, how 
manifest, what we do about it; Days and 
nights, weekends and holidays; Seeing self 
in society; Barriers and openings - how 
we see society seeing us, how we respond; 
Community; Dating - its nature, defi
nition; Intimacy - its nature, definition; 
Aging, Health, Fitness - what, when, 
how. 

Women's Peer is a non-clinical non
therapeutic informal laid-back supportive 
nonjudgmental confidential setting where 
topics arising among equals are as limit
less as the numbers and complexity of the 
lesbian women participating. 

JOIN Rainbow Sage Women Peers, 
Equals engaging in non-clinical discus
sion/sharing about whatever affects our 
lives. The group meets on the last Mon
day (monthly), 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the 
GAGV Library, 1st Floor, 875 East Main 
St. For more info, contact ebrophy@fron
tiernet.net. 

ROCHESTER GLBTQI 
MOTORCYCLE GROUP 

Our group is made up of newbies, peo
ple who put on a lot of mileage, and long 
time bikers. We are all joined, apart from 
the obvious, by our sport, and helping 
each other. A real nice group of people! 

For more information, look at our 
Yahoo group profile: http://autos.groups. 
yahoo.com/group/rochesterGLBTQIbiK
ersl. You can also call Bob at 467-6456, or 
e-mail bmdaniels@frontiernet.net. Let's 
ride with pride! 

ROCHESTER RAMS M .C. 
Begin the Holiday season early by 

joining in the fun at two major Rochester 
Rams events during November. 

We invite you to bring a new, 
unwrapped child's toy to our Commu
nity Toy Drive Barnight at the Bachelor 
Forum on Saturday, Nov. 19. This yearly 
event makes the holidays brighter for the 
families served by the Roosevelt Chil
dren's Center, a division of Wayne ARC 
in Newark, N.Y. and is dedicated to the 
memory of Rich Richards, a former Ram 
and Roosevelt employee. 

As usual the music will be "just 
right"'to induce an evening of meeting 
and chatting with friends from all over in 
the warm and congenial confines of the 
Forum and its friendly staff and manage
ment, all hosted by the Rochester Rams, 
New York State's premier Leathermen's 
club. 

Then gear up and join us on Wednes
day, Nov. 23 for our annual Rape & Pil
lage party. The fun begins at 9 p.m. at the 
Forum and progresses as we take a road 
trip and "invade" other local bars for a 
short visit before returning to the Forum 
to party hearty. 

The Rochester Rams M.e. is Roches
ter New York's foremost gay motorcycle 
and leather club as well as being one of 
the oldest clubs of its type in the country. 
All who are interested in the leather club 
scene are invited to check us out. 

Our general meeting is open to the 
public and we meet the Wednesday before 
bar night at 7:30 p.m. Meetings are held 
at our home bar, the Bachelor Forum, 670 
University Ave. Our next general meeting 
will be on Wednesday, Nov. 16. For more 
info, please visit our website: 

www.rochesterrams.com . • 
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There are many things you may be stressing about
Car repairs should not be one of them! 

Recipient 2010 Rochester Business Ethics Award 

Nationally certified as a female friendly business. 

Recognized by the local print, radio and TV media for 
our unique customer focused business model. 

At Schoen Place Auto it 's not just about repairing your car right the 
first time at a fair price. It 's about how you are treated as a customer. 
We are an ethics and relationship based business that places the 
needs of our customers first and foremost. 

We service and repair all makes and models of cars including European. 
I would honor the opportunity to earn your business and trust for all 
the vehicles you own. 

-Jerry Elman, Owner 

SCHOEN PLACE 
-----AUTO - =-II 

www.schoenplaceauto.com 
319 East Chestnut Street .... East Rochester, NY 14445 

Call today for an appointment 
(585) 3811970 

A CATHOLIC COMMUNITY WHERE ALL ARE WELCOME 
121 N. Fitzhugh Street • Rochester, New York 14614 • Phone: 325-1180 

Liturgies: Thursday: 7:00 pm, Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 7:30am 

9: 30 am (at Hochstein, 50 Plymouth Avenue) 

Veterinary 
Hospital 

Andy Fleming, DVM 
1311 Marsh Road 
PHtsford, NY 14534 

Phone: (585) 248-9590 
Fax: (585) 21 8-0465 
catsexcluslvely@gmall.com 
www.catsexcluslvely.com 

FENWICK CONTRACTING 

Design· Drywall· Decks· Carpentry· Additions· Painting 

E.P.A. licensed I N.Y.S. certified Lead Renovator. All employees N.Y.S. certified lead safe. 

Repairs to full replacement. Call 288-0032 for estimates. 

Property Management· Rentals· All Areas 

of Rochester· 1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments. 

Call 201-0379 for availability. 

ROOFS SIDING WINDOWS PAINTING 

~ 

certified 
Weather Stopper' Roofing Contractor 

Russow Consulting 

TARA R USSOW, Ph.D. 
C U N IC A L P S YCHO L O GIS T 

120 Allens Creek Road 
Rochester, NY 14618 

(5 85) 442-4447 
WVII\N.R ussowConsulting.com 

Rev. Pam Perkins 
Licensed Marriage Officiate 
Let's Create Your Wedding 

Memories 
Contact 585- 271-0370 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. 

Irondequoit 
United Church Of Christ 

644 Titus Ave., Rochester, NY 14617 
(Across from the House of Guitars) 

585-544-3020 • www.iuccspirit.com 

Celebrating Our 
Centennial Year In 2011 

The Rev. Michael Dack, Pastor 

Audio Loop for Hearing Impaired, Large-Print 
Bulletins, Handicap Accessible 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
gam - Celebration Worship in the Sanctuary 

10:10am - Sunday School classes for children 
up to 6th grade 

Youth Fellowship in the Youth Room 
Adult Faith Formation in the Lounge 

11 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

NurserylChildcare during both services 
Junior & Senior High Youth Group 

Adult Vocal and Handbell Choirs 

Mountain Rise 
United Church Of Christ (In Perinton) 
2 Mountain Rise, Fairport, NY 14450 
(Off Rt. 31 just east of Kreag Road) 
585-223-2433 • www.mtriseucc.org 

Celebrating Our 
50th Year In 2012 

The Rev. Dr. Greg Osterberg, Pastor 
Suzanne Gangemi, 
Director of Family Life Ministries 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:00 A.M. 

Communion - First Sunday of each month 
Worship in Jazz - Second Sunday of each month 
ChildrenlYouth Christian Education "Komma Kids" 
available during worship 

Nursery Care Available 
Accessible and Audio Loop Available 
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Pleasant Street Apothecary has just 
what you're looking for ... 

Friendly, Personalized Service 
from the Experts! 
Locally-owned and operated 

24-Hour phone or online prescription ordering 

Confidential delivery service and free parking 

LGBT Friendly 

() 
pleasant St. 
Apothecary 

Most insurances accepted 

259 Monroe Avenue in Rochester 
585-241-9000 or 800-923-9394 
Fax: 585-454-2017 
pleasantstreetrx.com 

H UTH ER-DOYLE 
HELPING YOU PUTTHE PIECES BACK 

TOGETHER 

NOW OFFERING SPECIALIZED 
CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT 

TO THE GAY - LESBIAN - BISEXUAL COMMUNITY 

SAFE AND CARING ENVIRONMENT 

EXCLUSIVE GLB TREATMENT GROUP 

SENSITIVE TO GLB ISSUES 

GLB EXPERIENCED CLINICIAN 

585 -325 -5100 

Administrative Offices Huther Hall csperanza Latina 
360 cast Ave. 802·803 West Avenue 236 N. Clinton Ave. 

Rochester, NY 14604 Rochester, NY 14611 Rochester, NY 14606 

WWW.HUTHERDOYLE.COM 

ROCHESTER CUSTOM 

LEATHERS 

~ n 
1 89 

274 North Goodmqn ~ ... 
In The Village GQfe ~qra 

srlll, ... lID IL WIYS 
Wenrn New YorkS PREMIERE 
LGBTQ Vdu, Gift & I.eaIhr QcnI 

Where ;+'5 IN +0 be our 

OUTlandish VideoS. Gifts 8: Leatber 
274 North Goodman ~t. www.outlandish1.com 
Rochester, NY 14607 (585) 760-8383 

AlIEND US ON fACEBOO(! YtYM.Faa!Book.cmVI!/OUT1andi11NY 
rru.ow US ON lWITTERI www.TMiI.mm/I!/OOTBICISINY 
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• ng01ng 
MONDAY 
LGBT Support Group 
New Life Presbyterian Church, 
243 Rosedale. First, 3rd Mondays, 
7:30-9:30pm. Carol, 482-3832. 

Rainbow SAGE Women's Group 
Last Mondays, 11 am-12:30 pm, GAGV 
Library, first floor next to Youth Center, 
875 E. Main St. ebrophy@frontiernet.net 

Occupy Rochester 
M-F, 4-6 pm, at the Liberty Pole. 

BomThatWay 
Formerly Third Presbyterian LGBT 
Support Group. First, third Mondays, 7:30-
9:30- pm, 34 Meigs St. Carol, 482-3832. 

Lilac Squares 
Gay Square Dance Group 
Mondays, 7pm, Open Arms MCC, 
740 Marshall Rd. 467-6456; bdaniels@ 
frontiernet.net. 

Free syphilis testing 
AIDS Care, 259 Monroe Ave., 5-8pm. 
442-2220. 

Rochester Historical Bowling Society 
7:15pm, Mondays. Clover Lanes, 
2750 Monroe Ave. (Group is full.) 

HIV Positive Gay Men Support group 
Every Monday, 5pm, AIDS Care, 
259 Monroe Ave. 

Gay Alliance Youth Drop-In Hours 
Mondays, Wednesdays, 2-6pm, Gay 
Alliance Youth Center, 875 E. Main St. 
Prince St. entrance, first floor. 244-8640, 
x 13. 

FrontrunnerslFrontwalkers 
Mondays, 6pm, George Eastman House 
parking lot. wwwlochesterfiuntrunners.org. 

Steps Beyond Stems 
Crack Support Group 
Mondays, 7-8pm, 289 Monroe Ave. 

Gay Alliance Library & Archives, 
David Bohnert Cyber Center 
Every Monday. 6-8pm. First floor, 875 E. 
Main St. 244-8640. 

Equality Rochester 
6:30-8:30pm, Metro Justice, 167 Flanders 
St. 426-0862; annetischerl@gmail.com 

TUESDAY 
JustUs Guys 
Gay men of all ages. Second Tuesdays, 
6:30pm, AIDS Care, 259 Monroe Ave. 
223-2629 

Charlie's Group 
Second Tuesdays, 7:30-8 pm, Third 
Presbyterian Church, 4 Meigs St. 
Monthly peer-facilitated support group for 
married men who have sex with men. 
Confidential, free. 

CampusOut Coffee Night 
First Tuesdays, 7-lOpm, Equal=Grounds, 
750 South Ave. 

MOCHA Youth Drop-In 
Tues.-Fri., 1-9pm, MOCHA Center, 107 
Liberty Pole Way, 420-1400; 
244-8640 

MOCHA Hepatitis Clinic 
Free Hepatitis A & B vaccinations, third 
Tuesdays, 5:30-7pm, 107 Liberty Pole 
Way, 420-1400 

Women's Community Chorus 
Rehearsals each Tuesday, 6:30-9pm, 
Downtown United Pres. Church, 121 N. 
Fitzhugh Street. 234-4441, 
www.therwcc.org 

Free HIVT esting 
Every Tuesday, 9am-7pm. AIDS Care, 
259 Monroe Ave. 

WEDNESDAY 
Country Line Dancingff wo Stepping 
Every Wednesday, 140 Alex, 7pm. Lessons 
followed by dancing untillOpm, 
Beginners to advanced. 

UR. Pride Network 
7:30pm, Gamble Room in Rush Rhees 
Library. urpride@gmail.com 

Rainbow SAGE Ruby Slippers 
Wednesdays, 5:45 pm, Callan-Harris 
Physical Therapy, 1328 Universty Ave. 

Gay Alliance Board of Directors 
Meets Third Wednesdays, 6pm, 
875 E. Main St. 244-8640 

New Freedom New Happiness 
M Gay meeting, 7pm, Unitarian 
Church, 220 Winton Rd. Men and 
women. Open. 

Support Group for Parents 
who have lost Children 
First, 3rd Wednesdays, llam-12:30pm, 
Third Presbyterian Church, 4 Meigs St. 
Genesee Region Home Care. Free. 
325-1880 

COAP 
Come Out and Play. Business meeting 
last Wednesday. Equal=Grounds, 750 
South Ave. 7pm, paulkaseman@gmail. 
com. 

Empire Bears 
First Wednesdays, 7:45pm, Gay Alliance 
Community Center, 875 E. Main St., 5th 
floor. info@empirebears.org 

Rochester Rams General Meeting 
2nd Wednesdays, 7:30pm, Bachelor 
Forum, 670 University Ave. 
www.rochesterrams.com 

Brothers Keeper 
Support group for men over 30. Third 
Wednesdays, 5:30-7:30pm, MOCHA 
Center, 107 Liberty Pole Way. 
420-1400 

Gay Alliance Youth Drop-In Hours 
Mondays, Wednesdays, 3-7pm, Gay 
Alliance Youth Center, 875 E. Main St. 
Prince St. entrance, first floor. 244-8640 
x 13. 

FrontrunnerslFrontwalkers 
6pm, Eastman House parking lot. 
www.rochesterfrontrunners.org. 

Gay Alliance Library & Archives, 
David Bohnett Cyber Center 
Every Wednesday. 6-8pm. First floor, 
875 E. Main St. 244-8640. 

THURSDAY 
Presbyterians for Lesbian and Gay 
Concerns 
6:30pm, first Thursday. Ralph, 
271-7649 

Queer Radical Reading Group 
First and third Thursdays, 7pm, 
Equal=Grounds, 750 South Ave. 

Pride at Work 
First Thursdays, 5:30pm. 167 Flanders 
St. off Thurston Rd. 426-0862. 

TransAction Group (TAG) 
Information: Peter Vaillancourt, 
sk8forether@gmail; list serve at 
transactiongroup@googlegroups.com 

GLOB&L (Gays and Lesbians of 
Bausch & Lomb). 
Meets every third Thursday in Area 67 
conference room at the Optic Center. 
Voice mail: 338-8977 

Rochester Gay Men's Chorus 
Downtown United Presbyterian Church, 
121 N. Fitzhugh St. 6:30-9pm, 423-0650 

Free confidential walk-in HIV testing 
Every Thursday night, 5-8pm, AIDS 
Care, 259 Monroe Ave. 442-2220 

Partner Bereavement Group 
First and third Thursdays, 5:30-7pm. 
Open drop-in session; professionally led. 
Freewill donation to hospice requested. 
Lifetime Care, 3111 Winton Road, 
214-1414 

MOCHA/Gay Alliance Youth Trans 
Group 
First Thursdays, 5-7pm, Gay Alliance 
Youth Center, 875 E. Main St., 1st floor 
(Prince St. entrance). 244-8640 ext 13. 

Second Thursdays 
Social and business networking, 5:30-
7:30pm. Changing venues. E-mail 
fingerlakes@outandequal.org 

FRIDAY 
Gay Men's M meeting 
Fridays, 7:30-8:30pm, Closed meeting. 
Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
815 Park Ave. 

GLBTQI Motorcycle Group 
Second Fridays, 5:30pm, Various 
locations. RochesterGLBTIQbikers@ 
yahoo.com; 467-6456; 
bmdaniels@frontiernet.net. 

SATURDAY 
Rochester Rams Bar Night 
Third Saturdays, 8pm-2am, Bachelor 
Forum, 670 University Ave. 271-6930 

Empire Bears Bar Night 
First Saturdays. Bachelor Forum, 470 
University Ave. www.empirebears.org. 

Rochester Trans Group 
Social/educational group for gender
variant people, friends. Last Saturdays, 
3-5 pm, GAGV Youth Center, first 
floor, 875 E. Main St. 

Frontrunners/Frontwalkers 
9am, George Eastman House parking 
lot.www.rochesterfrontrunners.org. 

Empire Bears Poduck 
2nd Saturdays, Gay Alliance Youth 
Center, 875 E. Main, first floor, Prince 
St. entrance. 6:30pm greet; 7pm dinner. 
Bring dish to pass. www.empirebears.org. 

Cross Dresser Support Group 
First Saturdays, 6-9pm, call for location: 
251-2132; RCDNET@hotmail.com 

Guys Night Out 
Third Saturdays. Social group for 
transguys. Ipm, Equal=Grounds, 750 
South Ave. rguysnightout@gmail.com. 

Saturday Night Special Gay AA 
7pm, Unitarian Church, 220 Winton 
Rd. S. Men and women. Open 
meeting. 

Lilac Rainbow Alliance for the 
Deaf (LRAD) 2nd Saturdays, 6-9pm. 
rcoaster@rochester.rr.com 

Sophia's Supper Club 
First and third Saturdays. http://www. 
inspiritual.biz/online-spiritual-evolution
grot 

SUNDAY 
Parents Families & Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) 
Third Sundays, 1-3 pm. Open Arms 
MCC, 740 Marshall Rd. 244-8640 ext 
27; PFLAG@gayalliance.org. 

Gay Alliance Library & Archives, 
David Bohnett Cyber Center 
Every Sunday. 6-8pm. First floor, 875 
E. Main St. 244-8640. 

Come Out Dancin' 
First, Third Sundays. 3-5pm, 
Friends Meetinghouse, 84 Scio St., 
entry on Charlotte St. $5. 

Rochester General Assembly 
Sundays, Flying Squirrel Community 
Center, 285 Clarissa St. 

Unity Fellowship Church 
Sundays, 1:30 pm, Lutheran Church of 
Peace, 125 Caroline St., 14620. 520-6188. 

Dignity-Integrity 
1st Sunday: 5pm Episcopal Eucharist 
with music; 2nd Sunday: 5pm Roman 
Catholic Liturgy of the Word with music; 
3rd Sunday: 5pm Episcopal Eucharist 
(quiet); 4th Sunday: 5pm Prayers to start 

the week, followed by potluck supper. 

Open Arms Metropolitan 
Community Church 
740 Marshall Rd., Chili, 1O:30am, 
271-8478 

Gay Men's Alcoholics Anonymous 
St. Luke's/St. Simon Cyrene Church, 
17 S. Fitzhugh St. 8:30pm, 232-6720, 
Weekly. Closed meeting 

Rochester 

Rainbow SAGE 
First Sundays: Euchre Club, 3-6pm. 
Third Sundays, Potluck at First Univer
salist Church, 150 S. Clinton Ave., 4pm. 

Men's Cooking Group 
Third or fourth Sundays, 355-7664. 

Civil Rights Front 
Every Tuesday, 5pm, 
Equal=Grounds, 750 South Ave. 
http://www.civilrightsfront. 
wordpress.com • 

AA / NA Meetings 
Every week there are four regularly scheduled 
GLBTI AA and two NA meetings in Rochester. 

Tuesdays 
Narcotics Anonymous 
6-7:30pm. AIDS and Recovery 
1124 Culver Road (Covenant United Methodist Church) 
This is an NA meeting that is open to all addicts who 
have a desire to stop using. Although it is not specifi
cally a gay-oriented meeting, it is welcoming to people 
of all sexual orientations and gender identities, as well 
as to anyone who is affected by HIV and AIDS. 

Wednesdays 
New Freedom/New Happiness Group 
7pm. First Unitarian Church, 220 S. Winton Rd. 
Bus riders: Take the last #18 University bus to 12 
Comers. Use the stop just past the top of the hill at 
Hillside Ave. and before Highland Ave. Or take the #1 
Park Ave. to the comer of East and Winton, then walk 
five minutes south (uphill) on Winton. This is an open 
discussion meeting. All issues - as they relate to our 
alcoholism/addiction and recovery - are fair game. 

Fridays 
Gay Men's 
7:30pm. Immanuel Baptist Church, 815 Park Ave. 
• Closed meeting, restricted to alcoholics and addicts 
• Men's meeting 
• Handicapped accessible 
This is a round-robin discussion meeting. If you are 
shy about meeting people or speaking up in a group, 
you will find this meeting particularly warm and inviting 
because everyone gets their tum to speak 
(or pass). As a result, this meeting often runs long, 
so plan on more than the usual hour. 

Saturdays 
Saturday Night Special 
7pm. First Unitarian Church, 220 S. Winton Rd. 
Bus riders: The #18 University Ave. bus does not go 
by the church on weekend evenings. Take the #1 Park 
Ave. bus to the comer of East and Winton, then walk 
five minutes south (uphill) on Winton. 
• Open meeting, all are welcome, "straight-friendly" 
• Mixed men and women 
• Handicapped accessible, take elevator to basement 
Meeting begins with a speaker, followed by open 
discussion. 

Sundays 
Step in the Right Direction 
7:30-9pm. 1275 Spencerport Road (Trinity Alliance 
Church) This is an NA meeting that is open to all 
addicts who have a desire to stop using. Although it is 
not specifically a gay-oriented meeting, it is 
welcoming to people of all sexual orientations and gen
der identities. Each week features a reading from NA 
literature, followed by discussion. 

Rochester Gay Men 
8pm. St. Luke/St. Simon's Episcopal Church, 
17 S. Fitzhugh Street. Bus riders use the Fitzhugh 
Street stop on Main Street at the County Office 
Building and walk south one block. 

·Closed meeting, restricted to alcoholics and addicts 
• Men's meeting 
• NOT handicapped accessible 

Meeting begins with a speaker, followed by open 
discussion. 
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CQll nlan and Steve Schalchlin in 
Cabaret, 20 Winsor St. 

through Nov. 3. 7 pm, $2l. 

SATURDAYS 
Rochester Butch Femme Connection 

Dinner Out. Meet at Peppermints Restau
rant, Route 15 (West Henrietta Rd. across 
from Days Inn, south of Lehigh Station 
Rd.), 7 pm. (585) 288-7208, email Dressy
Femme@aol.com; Facebook page. 

MILK. Free screening of the film about 
murdered activist Harvey Milk. GAGV 
Youth Center, first floor, 875 E. Main St. 
1:15 pm. Ages 21 and up. 

SUNDAY 6 
Rainbow SAGE Euchre. 3 pm, South 

Wedge Planning Committee building, 
224 Mt. Hope Ave. Call 585-244-8640 
X15 to RSVP. 

ComeoutDancin'. "Swing in 1930s 
Style". Charleston, '30s and '40s jazz moves. 
Friends Meetinghouse, 84 Scio St. (entrance 
on Charlotte St. across from East End 
Garage) 3-5 pm. Admission $5. comeout,. 
dancin@gayalliance.org. 

Dignity Integrity. Episcopal Mass in the 
Church, with music. 5 pm, St. Luke's and St. 
Simon's Church, 17 S. Fitzhugh St. Website 
(www.di-rochester.org); email (info@di-roch
ester.org); D-I Hotline, (585) 234-5092. 

MONDAY 7 
Downtown Community Forum on 

incarcerated youth, 7-9 p.m. Free. Dugan 
Center, 15 St. Mary's Place; (585) 232-7140; 
www.dcfrochester.org. 

ROC the Day deadline to register. www. 
ROCtheDay.org. 

TUESDAYS 
Election Day. Get OUT and vote! (The 

people who oppose your civil rights and your 
mere existence WILL be voting!) 

Just Us Guys dinner, AIDS Care base
ment conference room, 259 Monroe Ave., 
6 pm. 6:30 pm: guest speaker Brian Quinn, 
exercise trainer. Ron, 223-2629 or email 
rmatter l@rochester.rr.com. 

THURSDAY 10 
Out & Equal Second Thursdays Net

working Event. 5:30-7:30 pm, WXXI 
Studio, 280 State St. 50/50 supports Shoul
ders to Stand On. 

FRIDAY 11 
Treaty Day. Parade, ceremony and 

dinner in Canandaigua, observing 1794 
Treaty between Six Nations and U.S. 
government. Parade 1:30 pm, followed 
by ceremony at Treaty Rock in front of 
Courthouse; dinner 5 pm, W. Gibson St. 
school, social dancing 7 pm. 

awareness 
workshop. conference room, 
Monroe Square, 259 Monroe Ave. 10 am 
(light breakfast) to 11:30 or noon. Work
shop leader: Christina Miller, LGBT Health 
Specialist at AIDS Care. Monthly event. 

SUNDAY 13 
Dignity Integrity. Roman Catholic Lit

urgy of the Word, with music. 5 pm, St. 
Luke's and St. Simon's Church, 17 S. Fit
zhugh St. website (www.di-rochester.org); 
email (info@di-rochester.org); D-I Hotline, 
(585) 234-5092. 

Family Group. Strong Museum, 3-5 
pm; meet at carousel. Info: johndalana@ 
rochester.rr.com. 

Miss Gay Rochester Pageant. Doors 
open 6 pm, Harro East, 155 Chestnut St. 

TUESDAY 15 
Empty Closet deadline for Dec.-Jan. 

combined issue. 244-9030; susanj@gayal
liance.org. 

Transgender Day of Remembrance 
celebration oflife & rally. 875 E. Main St., 
Tea Room on fourth floor, 6-8 pm. 

Gloria Steinem speaks at Planned Par
enthood luncheon, noon-l:30 pm, Riverside 
Convention Center. Tickets: www.pprsr. 
org; 585-546-2771 ext 430. 

WEDNESDAY 16 
Rainbow SAGE men's group. Contact 

Tony at rtony@aol.com for location and 
time. 

Rochester Rams general meeting. 
Basement clubhouse, Bachelor Forum, 670 
University Ave., 7:30 pm. 

SATURDAY 19 
Rochester Rams Toy Drive. Bring new, 

unwrapped toy to Bachelor Forum, 670 
University Ave., get a drink on the Rams. 
Cash donations welcome. Benefit, Roosevelt 
Children's Center. 9 pm-2 am. 

Butch Femme Connection Dinner 
Out. Meet at The King and I Thai Res
taurant. Route 15A (East Henrietta Road 
just south of MCC campus) at 7 pm. 585) 
288-7208, email DressyFemme@aol.com. 
or Facebook page. 

SUNDAY 20 
Dignity Integrity. Episcopal Mass in 

the Chapel, no music this week. 5 pm, St. 
Luke's and St. Simon's Church, 17 S. Fit
zhugh St. website (www.di-rochester.org); 
email (info@di-rochester.org); D-I Hotline, 
(585) 234-5092. 

Rainbow SAGE Thanksgiving Din
ner. 4 pm, First Universalist Church, 150 
South Clinton, corner of Court St. Bring 
dish to pass. 

I are $5 for the first 30 words; each additional do not bill 
for so please send or bring ad and payment to: The 875 E. Main Street, 
Suite 500, Rochester, NY 14605. Paying by check: checks must be made out to Gay Alliance or 
GAGV. The deadline is the 15th of the month, for the following month's issue. We cannot accept 
ads over the phone. Pay when you place your ad. We will accept only ads accompanied by 
name and phone number. Neither will be published, but we must be able to confirm placement. 
The Empty Closet is not responsible for financial loss or physical injury that may result from any 
contact with an advertiser. Advertisers must use their own box number, voice mail, e-mail or 
personal address/phone number. 

SERVICES 
Rochester's Best Man to Man 

Rubdown. Unwind with this degreed, 
employed, fit, friendly, healthy, Italian 
GWM. Middle aged, 5'8", 165 lbs., 32" 
waist, nonsmoker, d & d free, HIV nega
tive. My lO-plus years experience guar
antees your relaxation and satisfaction. 
Hotel visit, in call in my home or out call 
in your residence. Reasonable rates. Dis
cretion appreciated and practiced. Don't 
delay, call me today at 585-773-2410 

(cell) or 585-235-6688 (home) or e-mail 
me at: magichands@rochester.rr.com. 

Martin Ippolito master electrician. 
Electrical work, telephone jacks, cable 
TV, burglar alarm systems, paddle fans. 
585-266-6337. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Seeking stories of coping with 

grief. Hospice chaplain seeks stories 
of personal experiences for book on 
LGBT grief and loss, intended to be 
resource for LGBT people needing sup-

Transgender Day of Remembrance. 
Service at Zion Episcopal Church, Pal
myra, 3 pm. All are welcome to attend. 
Reception immediately following in the 
Gathering Room. RSVP to shaunamarie
otoole@yahoo.com. 

ComeoutDancin'. "Swing & Step 
Together". Esther & RJ introduce 2-step 
basics. Friends Meetinghouse, 84 Scio 
St. (entrance on Charlotte St. across from 
East End Garage), 3-5 pm. Admission 
$5. comeoutdancin@gayalliance.org; 585-
244-8640. 

WEDNESDAY 23 
Rochester Rams "Rape & Pillage" 

Night. 9 pm, Bachelor Forum, 670 Uni
versity Ave. www.rochesterrams.com. 

SATURDAY 26 
Rainbow SAGE Coffee & Conversa,

tion Breakfast. 10 am, East Ridge Fam
ily Diner, 1925 East Ridge Rd. RSVP at 
585-244-8640 X15. 

SUNDAY 27 
Dignity Integrity. Evening Prayer, 

followed by Potluck Supper. 5 pm, St. 
Luke's and St. Simon's Church, 17 S. Fit-

zhugh St. website (www.di-rochester.org); 
email (info@di-rochester.org); D-I Hot
line, (585) 234-5092. 

MONDAY 2S 
Rainbow SAGE Women's Peer 

Group. 11 am-12:30 pm in GAGV 
Library, 1st Floor, 875 East Main St., next 
to Youth Center. For more info, contact 
ebrophy@frontiernet.net. 

DECEMBER 
THURSDAY 1 

World AIDS Day. 
World AIDS Day benefit concert. 7 

pm, Hochstein School of Music, 50 Plym
outh Ave. Benefit for Safe Sex Inc. $10 
(students $5). Featuring Darren Stevenson 
from Push Physical Theatre, RIT/NTID 
Dance, the Deaf Choir and more. 

FRIDAY 2 
Rochester Gay Men's Chorus Holi

day concert. "Holiday Song Book." 8 
pm, Performance Hall, Hochstein School 
of Music. Also Saturday, Dec. 3. Tickets 
available at Parkleigh, Outlandish, The 
Creator's Hands, Equal=Grounds . • 

Visit Bermuda & the Caribbean for your Honeymoon -
Fall 2011 & Winter/Spring 2012 sailings await! 

Love is different things to different people. No matter how you look at it, 
great love requires a special place in which to share it - and few venues 

rival the romance of a Holland America Line cruise. 

Whitaker & DePrez Travel Partners L.L.C. 
133 Rue De Ville, Rochester, NY 14618 

Phone: 585-442-8901 - Will Hall 
Email: whali@wdtravelpartners.com 

Mark Roos, LMT 
BODY KNEAD Massage Therapy 

Massage Therapy 

Massage is an important 
therapeutic practice that will 
leave you feeling better, happier 
and better able to take on life's 
challenges. 

Schedule a massage today! 
You'll be glad you did. 

Call (585) 729-9908. Mention this ad to receive $20 off your initi~ll hour session! 

port and validation in grieving process. 
Please send stories, poems, songs etc. to 
Donna Baranyay at revdonnab@gmail. 
com. Those without email may contact 
her at 714-469-3972. 

PERSONALS 
Diversity-minded women seniors 

(retired) interested in Erie Canal walk
ing, bicycling, tennis, talking news/cur
rent affairs (either or all), please call C at 
585-732-7149. 

Starlight, starbright, where the 
heck is Mr. Right? Athletic, fit, 50s, 
nonsmoking, passionate, single GWM. 
Clean shaven, hazel eyes, tan. Degreed, 
employed, fun. Write: P.O. Box 24127, 
Rochester, NY 14624. 

World renowned weddings. 42 years 

performing same sex commitments, now 
marriages (it's about time!). Nancy BB 
Meyer minister, God is Love-Animals 
are Angels ministry. 585-733-6213 

SEEKING RENTAL 
Pet Friendly Apartment Wanted. 

Employed, responsible thirty-something
year-old male with house-trained, medi
um sized dog, looking for a CLEAN and 
LARGE one or two bedroom apartment or 
house rental. Looking for a Dec .1 or Jan. 
1 move in date. Please call 585-451-0955. 

FOR SALE 
Two male & female Maltese and 

Yorkie puppies looking for a new good 
home; if interested contact jerry.jerf@ 
gmail.com . • 
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WARFIELD'S 
HIGH POINT 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to these excellent establishments - and you - for participating in this year's community-wide Dining Out experience 

Equal=Grounds 
Coffee House 
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