
	
  Skip to main content




	
		






  
    

      [image: UR Archives & Special Collections]

    

  



		
  
    
      
        Toggle Navigation
        
        
        
      
      
        	Home
	Browse
	Libraries
	Collections
	Digital Objects
	Subjects
	Names
	
                
                Search The Archives
              
            


      

    

  


	


	
		[bookmark: maincontent]
		
		[bookmark: main]

  
  

  
      


    Chester Carlson family papers





  
     Collection 
  

    
      Identifier: D.484
    




  

  
    
 	
          
  
  
  
    

    Citation
  


      
	
              
        
        
        
            
PrintGenerating
        


      
	
              
        
        

        Staff Only
    

      





  




    
    
      	
	              
	    
		Rare Books, Special Collections, and Preservation
	    
	
	
	              
	    Chester Carlson family papers
	


    







  
    	

    Collection Overview
  
	

    Finding Aid View
  
	

    Container Inventory
  


  






  
    
    





        
    
     Biographical Note

         
           
             Chester F. Carlson, inventor of xerography, was born February 8, 1906 in Seattle, Washington as the only child of Olof Carlson and Ellen Hawkins. Throughout the course of his childhood in San Bernardino, California, Carlson experienced hardship and loss; his mother and father both suffered from tuberculosis, his mother succumbing to the illness when her son was just seventeen. His father having been made arthritic by the disease, Carlson took on the responsibility of supporting his family by means of odd jobs and manual labor.

Following his graduation from San Bernardino High School in 1924, Carlson enrolled at Riverside Junior College in Riverside, California, where he studied chemistry from 1925-1928. Then twenty-two, Carlson forthwith entered California Institute of Technology as a junior, completing a Bachelor of Science degree in physics in 1930.

After sending over eighty letters of application and receiving only two replies, Carlson began working as a research engineer with Bell Telephone Laboratories in New York City. Three years later, in the midst of the Great Depression, Carlson was laid off. Then, in 1934, the same year he was married to his first wife, Elsa von Mallon, Carlson began working at P.R. Mallory & Co., Inc., an electronics company, where he worked full-time as a patents attorney whilst attending New York Law School in the evenings. Carlson earned his law degree in 1939 and was accepted to the bar the following year.

In 1937, Carlson submitted two United States Patent Applications pertaining to electrical photography, “Electrophotography” and “Electron Photography” respectively.  This patentable improvement in photography would later become known as Xerography. With the assistance of Austrian physicist Otto Kornei, Carlson produced the world’s first xerographic image on October 22, 1938 in Astoria, Queens by successfully transferring the phrase “10-22-38” from a glass slide to wax paper.

Carlson spent nearly ten years trying to sell his idea to many companies, without any success, until the Battelle Memorial Institute decided to take a chance on Carlson and his invention. In 1944, Carlson struck a royalties agreement with the private research organization based out of Columbus, Ohio, after demonstrating his invention to Battelle’s engineers and scientists. Two years later, The Haloid Company, a small photocopying supply company, in Rochester, New York, obtained commercial rights to the xerography process from Battelle, whilst partnering with them in a joint development agreement. Haloid later changed its name to Haloid Xerox, and then Xerox Corporation, “Xerox” being a term stemming from the Greek words for “dry” and “writing.”

Following his divorce from his first wife in 1945, Carlson married Dorris Helen Hudgins in January, 1946. In order to be near the Xerox Corporation in Rochester, New York, he and Dorris settled in the suburb of Pittsford, New York, where they lived their lives in support of spiritual and parapsychological groups. Throughout adulthood, Carlson made philanthropic contributions to humanitarian efforts which promoted world peace. As a supporter of the Civil Rights Movement, Carlson purchased apartment buildings in New York City and Washington, D.C. and made arrangements for them to be racially integrated.

Chester Carlson died of a heart attack on September 19, 1968 at the age of 62. His wife, Dorris, survived him by thirty years, passing away in 1998. Until her death at the age of 94, Dorris continued to contribute to the community and religious organizations, and, with the help of her and Chester’s adopted daughter, Catherine Breslin Carlson, spent the remainder of her life upholding the historic legacy of her husband.

           
         

     




    
    
     Scope and Contents

         
           
             The Chester Carlson Family Papers include a correspondence exchanged between Carlson and his relatives from 1951-1968, as well as letters written to the Duke Parapsychology Laboratory from 1956-1968. Perhaps most significant are the materials related to patents that Carlson developed and his writings about xerography. The collection also includes Carlson's personal journals written from 1931-1968. There are also speeches delivered byween 1954 and 1968. There is a large body of biographical materials created by Carlson as well as others who knew him. Included in the collection as scrapbooks with articles documenting Carlson's life and legacy from 1940-1968. There are also numerous items related to the Xerox Corporation, specifically the 1968 annual report, sales publications from the 1980s, as well as news and articles written about the company.

           
         

     





    
  Creator

  	


        Carlson, Chester Floyd, 1906-1968
        (Person)
      
	


        Carlson family
        (Family)
      



    Dates

    	 
            Creation: circa 1900-2010 
        






    Language of Materials

      
        English



        
Extent

          
            65 linear feet (65 boxes, 1 volume, 1 oversized folder)
          



              
    
     Access

         
           
             The Chester Carlson Family Papers are open for research use. This collection contains restricted items which require consultation with a curator and permission for access. Researchers are advised to contact the Rare Books Special Collections & Preservation Department prior to visiting. Upon arrival, researchers will also be asked to fill out a registration form and provide photo identification.

           
         

     


              
    
     Use

         
           
             In consultation with a curator, reproductions may be made upon request. Permission to publish materials from the collection must be requested from a curator. Researchers are responsible for determining any copyright questions.

           
         

     


              
    
     Immediate Source of Acquisition

         
           
             The Chester Carlson Family Papers were a gift of Catherine Carlson in 2010 and 2011.
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     Related Materials

         
           
             Related materials held by the Department of Rare Books, Special Collections, and Preservation at the University of Rochester also include D.314 the Chester Carlson Photographs Collection. The Chester F. Carlson Papers are held at the New York Public Library.
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