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By Susan Jordan
Assemblymember Harry B. 

Bronson (D-Rochester/Chili/
Henrietta)’s legislation to protect 
the personal safety and privacy 
of victims of domestic violence 
as well as transgender individu-
als (Chapter 241 of 2015) was 
signed into law by Governor 
Cuomo on Sept. 22. 

“Acts of domestic violence 
and discrimination have no 
place in our society,” said Bron-
son. “We must protect victims 
of domestic violence and trans-
gender individuals who may be 
at risk of such deplorable acts. 
The protections afforded in this 
bill are vital to ensuring the per-
sonal safety of many of our fel-
low New Yorkers.”   

The bill authored by Assem-
blymember Bronson would limit 
or waive the information that is 
required to be published when 
individuals choose to legally 
change their names in order to 
avoid acts of violence or discrim-
ination, or to conform to their 
gender identity or gender expres-
sion. Specifically, the bill would 
make this waiver available to 
individuals attempting to avoid 
potential or actual domestic vio-
lence, stalking, hate crimes or 
sexual assault. 

“We applaud Assembly-
member Harry Bronson for his 
leadership in making it easier 
for transgender New Yorkers to 
legally change their names, yet 
another example where Assem-
bly Member Bronson has deliv-
ered for LGBT New Yorkers,” 
said Nathan M. Schaefer, Exec-
utive Director of the Empire 
State Pride Agenda. “Previously, 
trans New Yorkers were required 
to publish their intent to change 
their names in a local newspa-
per—forcing them to publicly 
announce their transition and 
putting them at risk of potential 
discrimination, harassment or 
violence and placing them under 
additional financial strain. This 
bill removes these onerous bur-
dens and we thank Senator 
Diane Savino for championing 
this bill to passage in the Senate 
and Governor Andrew Cuomo 

New Gay Alliance 
Center set to open 
next month

The remodeling of the 
Gay Alliance’s new LGBTQ 
Resource Center at 100 Col-
lege Ave. is expected to finish up 
this month, with a grand open-
ing party set for sometime in 
December. The annual meeting 
on Nov. 18 will provide a sneak 
preview of the space.

The office is located down 
the block from the Auditori-
um Center, where the Gay Alli-
ance has been located since 
2004. The Resource Center will 
include the Gay Alliance Library 
and Archive, the David Bohnett 
Computer Center, a large meet-
ing space and an art gallery 
where exhibits will be shown 
each month.

The Gay Alliance Youth 
Group will have an exciting new 
space and the location of the 
office on the first floor, open-
ing on the street, will improve 
the visibility of the Alliance and 

Two observances 
will mark 
Transgender Day of 
Remembrance, on 
Friday, Nov. 20
By Susan Jordan

The first of two observances 
of Remembrance Day on Nov. 
20 will be held at Open Arms 
MCC, 707 E. Main St. The 
Community Vigil will continue 
all day, from 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. At 6:30 there will be a 
Community Remembrance.

Hosts are Open Arms, the 
Gay Alliance, the Trans Alliance 
of Greater Rochester (TAGR), 
Genesee Valley Gender Variants, 
and Third Presbyterian Church.

Third Presbyterian’s More 
Light group will hold a candle-
lighting ceremony from 5:30 to 
6:15 in the chapel, at 4 Meigs St. 
and East Ave.

Trans activist Shauna 
O’Toole commented, “To use a 
phrase, ‘It was the best of times.  
It was the worst of times...’

“This year, 2015, has been an 
exceptional year for the Trans-
gender Community. With all the 
forward strides we have made 
as a Community, this year has 
been the most violent on record 
within the United States.  Evi-
dence suggests that this might 

Harry Bronson’s bill protecting 
domestic violence victims, trans 
people becomes law on Sept. 22

for signing it into law today.”
In 2009, the Supreme Court 

of Westchester County ruled 
that the civil rights law autho-
rizes the waiver of publication 
of a name change order if such 
publication would jeopardize the 
safety of the individual seeking 
the name change. Unfortunate-
ly, some courts require an actual 
showing of past violence to meet 
the “personal safety waiver” stan-
dard. Bringing state statute into 
accordance with the need for 
full personal safety is an impor-
tant step toward ensuring these 
waiver protections are available 
to individuals who need them, 
noted Bronson.    

“I know that we can agree 
that acts of domestic violence 
and discrimination have no 
place in our society,” said Bron-
son, the author of the legislation. 
“We must protect victims of 
domestic violence and transgen-
der individuals who may be at 
risk of such deplorable acts. The 
protections afforded in this bill 
are vital to ensuring the person-
al safety of many of our fellow 
New Yorkers.  I thank Governor 
Cuomo for signing this impor-
tant civil rights protection and 
the many advocates across the 
state who helped make it pos-
sible.” 

Roughly 450,000 incidents 
of domestic violence are reported 

make it easier for LGBTQ people 
and allies to have access to the 
Resource Center.

100 College Ave. is the sec-
ond building on the right after 
the intersection of College and 
Goodman in the Neighborhood 
of the Arts. It is across Goodman 
St. from Village Gate.

See the December-January 
Empty Closet and the web site at 
www.gayalliance.org for updates.
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be the most violent year against 
the Trans* Community world-
wide.” ■

(Bronson continues page 3)

Harry Bronson introduces his bill in the Assembly.
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Gay Alliance 
forms Q Under 40 
Network 

A new program at the Gay 
Alliance hopes to bring together 
LGBTQ identified individuals 
between the ages of 18-40. The 
network, currently calling itself 
“Q Under 40,” or simply Q<40, 
is focused on bridging the gap 
between the youth programming 
and the older adult program-
ming at the Gay Alliance. 

Q<40 has just started to 
meet, but the planning network 
has already created a long list of 
ideas for events and programs to 
assist young queer individuals 
including: social mixers, game 
nights, job and career fairs, a 
speaker series featuring queer 
individuals in the community, 
lectures, creating and distribut-
ing a queer friendly guide to 
businesses and organizations, liv-
ability and environmental con-
cerns, and working with Gay 
Alliance programs and events 
to provide youthful input to 
increase the appeal of commu-
nity events such as Roc Pride to 
the under 40 crowd.

The Q<40 network will be 
open to all people between the 
ages of 18-40 who are looking to 
meet other queer people in a safe, 
welcoming and accessible space. 
This network will allow LGBTQ 
identified individuals to voice 
their opinions and concerns with 
queer issues in the Greater Roch-
ester community and brainstorm 
ideas to create lasting change 
that will enhance their lives and 
the entire Rochester community.

As a part of the Gay Alli-
ance family of programs Q<40 
will continue the organization’s 
mission to be champions for 
LGBTQ life and culture. Q<40 
will help to grow and improve 
LGBTQ services and programs 
in Rochester through direct 
involvement, idea sharing and 
program support. 

“There are a number of simi-
lar groups in Rochester,” said 
Scott Fearing, Executive Direc-
tor of the Gay Alliance, “We 
feel that LGBTQ young people 
need to have the same opportu-
nities. We believe that the Q<40 
network is an opportunity to 
provide networking, community 
leadership development, profes-
sional development, and social 
activities.“ 

A similar group at Gilda’s 
Club of Rochester calls itself the 
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From dark to light
Here we are again in “the 

bleak November,” as Edgar 
Allen Poe called it – the time 
that heralds the coming of win-
ter’s darkness. What’s going on 
this month?

First comes Election Day. 
Whatever your political opin-
ions, please get OUT and vote. 
Our lives and our rights are 
on the line. This applies to all 
Americans who have the right 
denied to many oppressed peo-
ples around the world – includ-
ing citizens of American states 
where access to the polls has 
been restricted by conservative 
Republicans.

For women, voting is espe-
cially significant, since we 
won the right to vote less than 
100 years ago. If you haven’t 
thought much about that, visit 
the Susan B. Anthony House 
and get a wake-up call. You’ll 
learn how women in our own 
city struggled and how women 
were jailed, beaten and vilified 
for demanding this basic civil 
right.

And it’s not as if women 
have full civil rights today. If 
you believe women deserve 
equal pay for equal work, get 
OUT and vote. If you think 
it’s outrageous that conservative 
extremists are trying to shut 
down the government in order 
to destroy Planned Parenthood, 
sole provider of all kinds of 
health care to millions of poor 

women, get OUT and vote.
Transgender, gender non-

conforming and intersex peo-
ple and their allies also have 
urgent reason to go to the polls 
this month. It’s a disgrace that 
conservatives have blocked 
GENDA from a vote on the 
NYS Senate floor for eight years 
now. The deadly consequences 
of transphobic bias are all too 
evident when you consider the 
next November event – the Day 
of Remembrance on Nov. 20.

Remembrance events will 
take place at Open Arms MCC 
and Third Presbyterian Church 
to make the oppression of trans 
people visible. This year at least 
20 trans women, mostly women 
of color, were murdered in this 
country. It’s past time to end the 
epidemic of transphobic hate 
violence, along with the rac-
ist/sexist/homophobic hate that 
disfigures our culture. Voting 
out the haters to get GENDA 
passed is the moral thing to do 
– and we can all help to hasten 
the day when trans people will 
have more reason to celebrate 
than to grieve.

November ends with Thanks-
giving. The LGBTQ communi-
ty has reason to be thankful this 
year that we now have the right 
to marry legally and see our 
families recognized as real. But, 
speaking of racism, let’s keep in 
mind that after Native Ameri-
cans had saved the Pilgrims from 
starvation, the Englishmen mas-
sacred their saviors. Genocide, 
like slavery, is part of our Ameri-
can heritage.

On the positive side, wheth-
er you’ll be eating turkey or 
tofu, you’ll probably have holi-
day fun with friends and fam-
ily. Hopefully your celebrations 
will include the isolated and 
lonely, who suffer at this time 
of the year.

Above all, remember that we 
can look forward to the winter 
solstice on Dec. 21, when the 
sun starts to return. Even in the 
heart of darkness, each day will 
bring a little more light. ■
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The exaggeration 
of our death

Mark Twain famously wrote, 
“The reports of my death have 
been greatly exaggerated.” 

He penned this clever come-
back to counter reports of his 
death. Needless to say, since he 
wrote a reply, he had not died.

I had to borrow this quote 
recently when I received a tele-
phone call informing me that 
the Gay Alliance had decided 
to stop providing programming 
for LGBTQ Youth. “How could 
you? I can’t believe you would 
abandon the youth,” the caller 
admonished me. 

“Don’t believe the rumor,” 
I told them, “all reports of the 
death of the Gay Alliance youth 
program have been greatly exag-
gerated.”

Rumors are powerful. We 
have all suffered from rumors, 
and we have all, knowingly or 
unwittingly helped to spread a 
rumor. Rumors often have a 
small fact behind them, but this 
is often outrageously obscured. 
Rumors can be hurtful and 
damaging.

The genesis of a rumor is 
often a comment heard out 
of context or misunderstood. 
I learned long ago that most 
rumors are not malicious, but 
simply people repeating what 
they believe they heard. Think 
of the childhood game of tele-
phone where one person whis-

pers something to someone, who 
in turn whispers it to someone 
else and by the time the com-
ment travels around the circle 
the “truth” is very different.

It is a sad fact that rumor 
mills thrive within the LGBTQ 
communities. It seems we to love 
to talk about each other and we 
are quick to believe the worst. 
Communications within each of 
our communities can be tough, 
but the fractions between our 
identities can be as devastating 
as they are heartbreaking. 

I think the rumor that the 
Gay Alliance has “abandoned 
the youth” is a case of incom-
plete information. As I told the 
caller, I understand how the 
rumor was started. I thanked 
them for asking for the truth 
instead of passing on a false 
message.

Here is where I believe this 
rumor came from; as you know 
we are preparing to move. This 
is not a rumor: the Gay Alli-
ance Library and Archives is 
closed. Not forever, but for a few 
months. The Library is current-
ly in boxes awaiting its reveal 
in the new LGBTQ Resource 
Center.

The Youth Program had to 
be scaled back awaiting our new 
location. Our offices are current-
ly piled high with boxes. While 
the youth may have enjoyed the 
challenges of scampering over 
the boxes or siting on the top of 
them, we felt it best to scale the 
program back. In recent months 
we have worked with our com-
munity partners to host special 
youth events in other locations 
(see the November calendar, p. 
34). Soon we will be settled into 
a new home and can again host 
and expand our programs!    

If you hear something about 
the Gay Alliance that you “can’t 
believe.” Ask us.  We pride our-
selves on our transparency. Pick 
up the phone, or stop in and talk 
with us; we will be glad to con-
firm or clarify any rumor.
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(Conservation continues page 6)

LOCAL AND STATE

(Bronson from page 1)
in New York state each year, and 
in 2012, state courts issued over 
300,000 orders of protection.  
At the same time, nearly 30 per-
cent of transgender New Yorkers 
have experienced serious physi-
cal or sexual assault.

Harry Bronson told The 
Empty Closet, “I introduced the 
bill in 2014 and it passed the 
Assembly, but the Senate didn’t 
pick it up until this year. Sen. 
Diane Savino, member of the 
Independent Democratic Con-
ference, which caucuses with the 
Republicans, was able to intro-
duce it in the Senate, along with 
co-sponsor Sen. Brad Hoyl-
man.”

He said that under the previ-
ous law there was a requirement 
for name change applications 
that they had to include pub-
lication of the person’s current 
name, date of birth and address, 
and the new name. This became 
public information, and essen-
tially meant that trans people 
were outed, which could nega-
tively affect their lives, jobs, etc. 
Trans people also had to pro-
vide proof of previous violence 
against them.

In relation to domestic vio-
lence survivors, when a woman 
wanted to change her name, this 
kind of publication would reveal 
her new name and location to 
her abuser, which could result 
in her death. Victims of d.v. also 
had to provide proof of previous 
assault.

Bronson said, “A Westches-
ter court at one point said that 
‘we know trans people experi-
ence a higher rate of violence 
and we won’t demand proof of 
prior assault.’ I’ve handled d.v. 
cases and the court could be 
asked to waive the publication 
of the name – but that resulted 
in higher costs. Now, not only 
does the d.v. victim not have to 
prove prior violence, the court 
can’t use that as a reason to deny 
the waiver.

“This law is alsoto help trans 
individuals feel more secure and 
safe while they complete their 
transition. The individuals I’ve 
worked with have asked for this, 
and I’m so pleased we got this 
added to the law. It’s not a com-
plex change, but it will make a 
world of difference to trans New 
Yorkers.

“The law ensures that ALL 
courts must do this – not just 
Westchester. And this helps 
domestic violence survivors, and 
those who have been stalked or 
harassed.”

Bronson said that the Assem-
bly vote was 140 yes, 0 no (with 
10 absent). In the Senate, the 
yes vote was 46, while 15 of 
32 Republican senators opposed 
this help for trans people and 
d.v. survivors. Two Democrats 
were absent. “We got bipartisan 
support,” he said.

Bronson added, “I want to 
thank the trans community for 
bringing this to my attention. 
I’m honored and privileged to 
respond to their concerns and 
write and pass a law that will 
make a world of difference. Julia 
Saenz of the Empire Justice 
Center also helped me look at 
the data and make the argument 
persuasive in getting it moved 
through the Assembly.”

When asked to comment 
on the possibility of passage of 
GENDA in the Republican-
dominated Senate in 2016, 

Cuomo’s executive 
order will provide 
transgender anti-
discrimination 
protections

Governor Cuomo announced 
an executive order intended to 
protect transgender people from 
discrimination in housing, 
employment and other areas on 
Oct. 22 at the fall dinner of the 
Empire State Pride Agenda.

“The scourge of harass-
ment and discrimination against 
transgender individuals is well-
known — and has also gone 
largely unanswered for too long,” 
Cuomo said at the dinner in 
Manhattan, the New York Daily 
News reports. “We will not toler-
ate discrimination or harassment 
against transgender people any-
where in the state of New York 
— period.”

Cuomo “will instruct state 
agencies and introduce regula-
tions to prohibit harassment and 
discrimination on the basis of 
gender identity, transgender sta-
tus, and gender dysphoria in 
the areas of public and private 
housing, employment, credit, 
education and public accommo-
dations,” according to a Pride 
Agenda press release. “These 
regulations will carry the full 
force of law as the New York 
State Division of Human Rights 
has statutory authority under 
Executive Law 2995 to promul-
gate regulations interpreting the 
Human Rights Law.”

The regulations will soon be 
entered into the state registry, 
and they will go into effect after 
a 45-day comment period. Then 
people who have experienced 
discrimination because of their 
gender identity will be able to 
file complaints with the Division 
of Human Rights, with the state 
attorney general, or in court. 
(-Trudy Ring on The Advocate)

Mara Keisling, Executive 
Director, National Center For 
Transgender Equality, stated, 
“This is a step forward for trans-
gender rights.

“Governor Cuomo is the first 
governor to exercise this power, 
and while we are anxious to see 
the draft rules, we fully support 
this approach given the current 
lack of clear legal protections 
for transgender people under 
New York law. The U.S. Justice 
Department and many Feder-
al courts and agencies, includ-
ing the Departments of Labor, 
Education, Health and Human 
Services and the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission 
have also affirmed that sex dis-
crimination laws include protec-
tions for transgender people.

“This action by Governor 
Cuomo provides recourse for 
transgender people until Gender 
Expression Non-Discrimination 
Act (GENDA) is passed. Pass-
ing GENDA is still necessary 
and urgent, because employers 
and businesses must be aware of 
the law. GENDA will do that by 
explicitly adding the term “gen-
der identity or expression” into 

the existing statute, a necessary 
step to fully fight the discrimi-
nation that transgender people 
face on a daily basis.

“This action today makes 
New York a safer place for 
transgender people. It makes 
it safer for transgender young 
people in school, transgender 
people trying to make a fair 
wage and support their fami-
lies, and transgender people 
simply trying to live free from 
discrimination and violence.

“Despite recent positive 
media attention to the trans-
gender community, the daily 
experience of a typical trans-
gender person is still one of 
harassment, discrimination, 
and far too often, violence. We 
are hopeful that these actions 
by Governor Cuomo will 
improve the climate of New 
York workplaces, schools, and 
businesses and will make life 
better for transgender people.”

Tyler Deaton, American 
Unity Fund’s Senior Advi-
sor, stated, “Governor Cuomo 
has again shown brave lead-
ership for New York’s LGBT 
community, acting decisively 
to broaden protections from 
discrimination for transgen-
der New Yorkers. This is a 
major step in the right direc-
tion, but it remains clear a 
lasting bipartisan legislative 
solution is needed that extends 
beyond Governor Cuomo’s 
administration. I urge Repub-
licans and Democrats in the 
New York State Legislature to 
come together and update the 
state’s civil rights laws to pro-
tect explicitly and permanently 
the opportunity of every trans-
gender New Yorker to be free 
from discrimination.”

The National LGBTQ Task 
Force Action Fund applaud-
ed Cuomo’s Executive Order 
to extend anti-discrimination 
protections to transgender and 
gender nonconforming people. 
“Millions of New Yorkers have 
been waiting for this day. We 
thank Governor Cuomo for his 
leadership in extending pro-
tections to the Empire State’s 
transgender and gender non-
conforming communities who 
face discrimination in almost 
every area of their lives at lev-
els much higher than LGBQ 
people and the general popula-
tion. We want to thank all the 
LGBTQ organizations in New 
York State who have worked so 
diligently for this day, ” said 
Rea Carey, Executive Director, 
National LGBTQ Task Force 
Action Fund.

NYS launches 
conservation 
corps for youth 
ages 18-25

Governor Andrew M. 
Cuomo on Sept. 15 announced 
the launch of New York State’s 
Excelsior Conservation Corps, 
a new AmeriCorps environ-
mental education and stew-
ardship program for 18 to 25 
year olds. Once enrolled in the 
program, members will per-
form meaningful environmen-
tal projects across New York 
State while gaining hands on-
experience and skills in conser-
vation careers.  

“The Excelsior Conserva-
tion Corps will offer young 
New Yorkers the opportuni-
ty to gain skills and train-
ing while addressing some of 

RIDE FOR PRIDE DINES OUT: Ride for Pride bikers dined out at 
Buta Pub on Oct. 12, in support of the Gay Alliance’s campaign to 
remodel the new office space.  Thanks to all the restaurants that 
took part. Photo: Jeanne Gainsburg

Bronson said,  “It’s frustrating 
that the Assembly has passed the 
bill for eight years, and it gets 
bipartisan support there. This 
shouldn’t be a partisan issue. It’s 
an issue of fairness and equality. 
Two thirds of New York voters, 
including Republicans, support 
GENDA. No one in NYS should 
be discriminated against because 
of who they are. Our work is not 
complete.”
1.) opdv.state.ny.us/help/fss/
2.) opdv.ny.gov/statistics/nyda-
ta/2012/nys2012data.pdftheprob-
lem.html#facts
3.) prideagenda.org/advancing-
justice/transgender-equality-jus-
tice/facts-about-discrimination

Associate Board of Directors, and 
is comprised of young people who 
meet to plan and execute events 
and fundraisers that support the 
work of Gilda’s Club of Rochester.

Jonathan Hoose, a member 
of the planning committee, sum-
marized his thoughts about the 
group this way: “Q<40 represents 
a chance to bring together mem-
bers of an age group that tradi-
tionally hasn’t been well served 
by LGBTQ organizations. Work-
ing with the Gay Alliance we can 
offer the supports and services 
that my peers want and need to 
live healthy, happy and produc-
tive lives.”

The Q<40 network is seeking 
community members who want 
to be part of the planning com-
mittee; if you would like to help 
to create this new program please 
email JonathanH@GayAlliance.
org.

Gay Alliance holds 
annual meeting Nov. 
18 at new center
By Tristan Wright

The Gay Alliance will hold 
its upcoming annual meeting on 
Nov. 18 from 5:30-7 p.m. The 
meeting will be an opportuni-
ty for members of the Roches-
ter LGBTQ communities to meet 
with the Gay Alliance Board of 
Directors and to learn what the 
agency has accomplished in the 
past year.

We will also be reviewing the 
annual report, which covers our 
activities and financial informa-
tion for the 2014 fiscal year. 

Our Board of Directors 
changed considerably in 2015 and 
our annual meeting will be an 
ideal opportunity for LGBTQ 
and ally Rochestarians to meet the 
group of people who steer the Gay 
Alliance. They will be available 
for questions and conversations 
with members of the public. Gay 
Alliance staff, including Executive 
Director Scott Fearing, will also 
be present. Community members 
with ideas or concerns will be able 
to bring them to the attention of 
the Gay Alliance leadership. 

The annual meeting will take 
place in our new office space locat-
ed at 100 College Ave., 14607. It 
will be an early chance for com-
munity members to see the new 
LGBTQ Community Resource 
Center before it officially opens in 
December. Meeting participants 
will not only be able to interact 
with board members, they’ll also 
have a sneak preview of our train-
ing facility, art gallery, and con-
ference room, all of which will be 
available to the public when the 
LGBTQ Community Resource 
Center opens. 

Light refreshments will be 
served. ■

(Q<40 from page 1)

Gov. Cuomo at the Pride Agenda fall dinner.
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NewsFronts
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL

The “kissing Marines” 
marry in Honeoye Falls

The US Marine whose welcome home 
kiss from his boyfriend rocketed around 
the world in 2012 has gotten married. 
Gay Star News reports:

The couple whose photo quickly 
became a symbol of the post-Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell era in the US got married 
last month in Honeoye Falls, New York. 
Back in February 2012, Marine Sergeant 
Brandon Morgan returned from a six-
month tour of duty in Afghanistan. He 
jumped into the arms of his strapping 
boyfriend Dalan Wells at Marine Corps 
Base Hawaii. 

Their homecoming kiss was captured 
by their friend, Dave Lewis, who later 
posted it on a Facebook page titled Gay 
Marines. Morgan popped the question to 
Wells in 2013, just a year after a picture of 
their romantic reunion took social media 
by storm. They have been together since 
2008.

-JoeMyGod.com

Allentown, Pa. to open 
new LGBT community 
center in 2016

Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Commu-
nity Center on Sept. 30 announced the 
acquisition of a 13,000 SF building locat-
ed at 522 W. Maple St., in Allentown, Pa. 

as the location for their new community 
center.

The building, which is expected to 
open in early 2016, will provide direct ser-
vices to members of the LGBT commu-
nity, including cultural, educational and 
health promotion programs.

Rob Ritter, Real Estate Agent and 
Assistant Manager at Weichert Realtors 
Allentown, acted as the buyer’s agent by 
assisting in the property search and in 
negotiating its purchase. He will also be 
supporting the center by donating a por-
tion of his commission. Lehigh Financial 
Group’s Jeff Barber and Lewis Edwards 
arranged the financing through People’s 
First Federal Credit Union.

Attorneys Tim Brennan and Michael 
Recchiuti provided pro-bono legal services 
related to the acquisition. Design profes-
sionals including Don Kohn from Kohn 
Engineering, Michael Eversole at Barry 
Isett & Associates, Chris Brown at Brown 
Design Corps., Joe McCarthy of J&P 
Engineers, and Christopher Bleschmidt 
of Lock Ridge Engineering provided pro-
bono support during the due diligence 
period. Closing on the purchase was Sep-
tember 28.

The organization had previously 
expected to move forward with the rede-
velopment of 1021 W. Turner St., Allen-
town; however significant environmental 
conditions were identified during due 
diligence and the construction cost was 
too high.

“This property presents a better option 
for our community – the physical space is 
better, the cost is lower and we’ll be able 
to open sooner,” said Adrian Shanker, 
Executive Director, Bradbury-Sullivan 
LGBT Community Center.

“Non-profit financing is among the 
hardest to get done, nationally, so when 
you can get financing for an organization 
like this, it really speaks to the strength of 
that organization,” Jeff Barber of Lehigh 
Financial Group said. “People’s First did 
something not many lenders do for non-
profits, but Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center is a very thorough 
organization. They have very strong man-
agement and organization.”

The 2010 U.S. Census confirms that 
the vibrant LGBT community in the 
Lehigh Valley is growing at exponential 
rates. Over a ten-year period, Allentown 
saw a 55 percent increase in same-sex 
couples residing in the city, Bethlehem 
saw a 79 percent increase and Easton by 
26 percent.

“The growing LGBT community 
brings with it a greater need for commu-
nity resources, infrastructure and direct 
services,” said Shanker. “We need a com-
munity center to provide the programs 
and services our community deserves.”

Police charge man with 
killing of Philadelphia 
trans woman
By Sunnivie Brydum on The Advocate

A 24-year-old Philadelphia man 
has been arrested in connection with 
the recent murder of black transgender 
woman Kiesha Jenkins, reports Philadel-
phia TV station WCAU.  

Pedro Redding was arraigned Oct. 
12 on murder, conspiracy, and weapons 
charges, and was denied bail. Redding 
has a history of convictions for aggravated 
assault and weapons charges, according 
to WCAU. Investigators told the station 
Redding has also been arrested for drug 
offenses and robbery.

Police are still searching for three other 
men who they believe were involved in 
attacking Jenkins in the early morning 
hours of October 6, beating her to the 
ground and then shooting her twice in the 
back. Local authorities believe the group 
has committed a string of robberies in the 
area and sought to rob the 22-year-old 
woman as well. 

“They rob a lot of different types of 
individuals,” Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment Homicide Capt. James Clark told 
reporters of Redding and his co-conspira-
tors. “They just so happened that night to 
[target] Kiesha.”  

Investigators do not believe Jenkins 
was targeted because of her gender iden-
tity and therefore are not investigating her 
death as a hate crime. 

Jenkins, who was killed while exiting 
her vehicle at 13th and Wingohocking 
streets around 2:30 a.m. in North Phila-
delphia, is the 20th trans woman reported 
killed in the U.S. this year, and at least the 
second black trans woman murdered in 

Philadelphia this year. 
In May, 21-year-old London Cha-

nel was killed in an abandoned house 
in North Philadelphia, stabbed to death 
after what appeared to be an altercation 
with a man, unidentified at the time, who 
was later arrested in connection with the 
woman’s death. 

Jenkins’s death is the latest in a year 
that has been particularly deadly for 
American transgender women, with advo-
cates and even politicians continuing to 
decry an “epidemic” of transphobic vio-
lence. By comparison, 12 transgender 
women were killed in 2014, though nei-
ther year’s totals include those whose 
deaths were not reported or investigated, 
nor those whose identities as women were 
not respected in death by police and 
media coverage. 

Most in Putin’s Russia 
want LGBTI people 
“liquidated”
By Andrew Potts on gaystarnews.com

As many as 1-in-5 people in Vladimir 
Putin’s Russia would welcome the “liqui-
dation” of its LGBTI community accord-
ing to shocking new polling.

Researchers at the Yuri Lavada Ana-
lytical Center have been charting Rus-
sians’ views of marginalized groups since 
1989 and has documented how attitudes 
towards the LGBTI community have 
gone backwards under the rule of Presi-
dent Putin as he increasingly sought the 
support of the Orthodox Church in Rus-
sia.

When the Lavada Center first sought 
Russians’ views on homosexuals in 1989, 
when homosexuality was still illegal under 
Soviet rule, 35 percent said sexual minori-
ties should be ‘liquidated’ and 28 percent 
isolated from the rest of society.

In 1999, six years after homosexual-
ity in Russia was decriminalized, only 15 
percent of respondents still held that view 
and only 23 percent said they should be 
isolated from society.

However in 2015, 15 years after Putin 
first came to power as President of Rus-
sia, 21 percent of Russians say they want 
homosexuals “liquidated” and 37 percent 
say they want LGBTI people forced to live 
apart from the rest of society.

Another poll by the Lavada Center 
published in May found that 37 percent 
of Russians thought that homosexuality 
was a disease that needed treating – even 

Kiesha Jenkins
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though Russian authorities removed it 
from the list of recognized mental disor-
ders in 1999.

LGBTI Russians have been experienc-
ing a climate of fear in recent years under 
Putin’s rule with vigilante groups seeking 
them out online and their right to free 
expression curtailed under laws that ban 
so-called “propaganda of homosexuality 
to minors”.

However Putin has sought to down-
play persecution of LGBTI people in 
Russia, dismissing such reports as “exag-
gerations”.

Texas judge recognizes 
rights of lesbian widow

Over the objections of Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton, in the first week of 
October a Travis County judge ruled that 
a lesbian and her late partner were in a 
common law marriage prior to the Oberg-
fell ruling.

The Austin American-Statesman 
reports:

Travis County Probate Judge Guy 
Herman signed a judgment acknowl-
edging that Stella Powell and Sonemaly 
Phrasavath met the legal requirements to 
be considered married even though their 
eight-year relationship did not include a 
marriage license. Herman’s order, signed 
Monday but distributed Tuesday, ended 
Phrasavath’s quest to have her relationship 
with Powell, who died last year, recog-
nized as a marriage after Powell’s siblings 
filed a probate suit stating that she had 
died single because she could not marry 
another woman under Texas law. The 
ensuing legal fight over Powell’s estate 
mushroomed from a small family-law 
dispute into a proxy battle over same-sex 
marriage that involved gay-rights advo-
cates and was strenuously opposed by 
Attorney General Ken Paxton. Paxton is 
weighing whether to appeal the decision.

Powell died before her will was signed 
and notarized, spurring her family to 
swoop in and try to wrestle the estate 
from her wife.

-JoeMyGod.com

Sanders rejects Shkreli 
campaign contribution; 
passes money to D.C. 
health clinic
Boston.com reports:

Pharmaceutics CEO Martin Shkreli 
wanted to make a donation to Bernie 
Sanders’ campaign in order to get a meet-
ing with the Vermont senator, according 
to Stat. The Sanders campaign said no 
thanks. They’ll be passing on the money 
to a Washington health clinic, and Shkre-
li—the so-called “most hated” man in 
America whose company, Turing Phar-
maceuticals, raised the price of an AIDS 
drug from $13.50 to $750 a pill—will not 
be getting to meet with the Democratic 
presidential candidate.

In an interview Oct. 15 with Stat, 
Shkreli said he was “furious” Sanders 
was using him as a punching bag after he 
made the maximum allowed individual 
contribution, $2,700, to the candidate’s 
campaign, so that the two could meet and 
discuss their differences. But Shkreli, who 
tweeted his support for Sanders during 
the Oct. 13 debate, may be looking in the 
wrong place. 

“We are not keeping the money from 
this poster boy for drug company greed,” 
Sanders spokesman Michael Briggs told 
Stat, saying the $2,700 will be donated 
to the Whitman-Walker health clinic in 
Washington.

Joe Jervis comments: FANTASTIC.
-JoeMyGod.com

Calif. protects trans 
children in foster care

On October 11, California Governor 
Jerry Brown signed a landmark bill that 
protects transgender children in the foster 
care system. 

Authored by Senator Mark Leno and 
co-sponsored by the National Center for 
Lesbian Rights (NCLR), Equality Cali-
fornia, and Transgender Law Center, Sen-
ate Bill 731 gives all foster children the 
right to placements consistent with their 
gender identity. The law goes into effect 
on January 1, 2016.

When a child enters California’s foster 
care system, child welfare workers con-
sider a host of factors when choosing an 
appropriate placement. The Foster Care 
Bill of Rights gives all foster youth the 
right to fair and equal access to services 
and the right to be free from discrimina-
tion based on race, religion, disability, sex-
ual orientation, and gender identity. State 
law, however, does not provide specific 
guidance on placing youth who are trans-
gender. SB 731 provides that guidance.

“As a former foster youth who was in 
the system for 16 years, I am living proof 
that a supportive environment helps nur-
ture success,” said Kevin West, a Sacra-
mento student and child care provider 
who entered the foster care system as a 
toddler. “My caregivers fully embraced 
my gender identity as a teenager and 
helped create a situation where other fos-

ter kids also accepted me. Not all trans-
gender foster youth have stories like mine, 
but with this change in law, I’m hopeful 
they will.”

Studies show that lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual and transgender (LGBT) youth are 
at higher risk for homelessness, victimiza-
tion, depression, and suicide. Transgender 
youth in particular are at high risk for 
poor health outcomes due to the rejection 
and harassment they face. These risks are 
magnified for young people in foster care, 
many of whom have already experienced 
significant trauma.

“We applaud Governor Brown for 
signing SB 731 into law.  This bill pro-
vides critical guidance to child welfare 
professionals by making it clear that all 
children in foster care have the right 
to placements that are consistent with 
their gender identity, irrespective of the 
sex listed in their court or child welfare 
records,” said NCLR Youth Policy Direc-
tor Shannan Wilber. “By extending equal 
treatment to transgender foster children, 
California once again demonstrates its 
commitment to achieving safety, perma-
nence, and well-being for all children in 
the custody of its child welfare system.”

“Young people have a better opportu-
nity to thrive in situations where they are 
fully accepted and supported for who they 
are,” said Senator Leno, D-San Francisco. 
“Entering the foster care system is chal-
lenging for all youth, but it can actually be 
damaging for young people whose identi-
ties are not affirmed by their caregivers 
and peers.”

Tomb may belong to 
Alexander the Great’s 
male lover
By Andrew Potts on gaystarnews.com

Archaeologists exploring a huge 
ancient structure near Thessaloniki in 
Greece that dates to the time of Alexander 
the Great say they now know to whom it 
may have been built as a memorial.

The so-called Kasta Tomb, also known 
as the Amphipolis Tomb, was discovered 
in 2012 after decades of excavations into a 
huge man-made mound near the ancient 
city of Amphipolis.

The tomb itself was only entered in 
2014, and it was found to dwarf that of 
even Alexander the Great’s father, Phil-
lip of Macedon in its grandness, with 
stone sphinxes and colossal female statues 
guarding the tomb.

The size of the tomb lead many to sus-
pect it could hold the body of Alexander 
himself – though ancient sources say his 
body remained in Alexandria in Egypt 
until at least the reign of the Roman 
Emperor Caracalla (198 AD-217 AD) – 
over five hundred years after his death.

However the archaeologists investigat-
ing the site now believe the structure was 
built on the orders of Alexander for his 
general Hephaestion – who many believe 
was more than just his best friend since 
childhood and actually his lover.

Lead archaeologist Katerina Peristeri 
told a conference in Thessaloniki this 

week that they had discovered artefacts at 
the site that were marked with the seal of 
Alexander’s architect Deinokrates – sug-
gesting he designed the structure on the 
orders of Alexander.

They also discovered an abbreviated 
inscription which they believe reads, 

“I, Antigonus received construction 
material for the erection of a monument 
in honor of Hephaestion.”

Antigonus was one of Alexander’s top 
generals so it is possible that he was 
charged with building a permanent mon-
ument to Hephaestion in their homeland.

Hephaestion’s death is said to have 
broken Alexander and he followed Hep-
haestion into the grave just eight months 
later in 323 BC, having established an 
empire that stretched from Greece to 
Egypt in the south and as far as India to 
the east.

Alexander is said to have executed the 
doctor who failed to save Hephaestion 
when he fell ill in Persia, and he had the 
local temple to Asclepius (the Greek god 
of medicine) razed to the ground in his 
fury.

Alexander is said to have cut his hair 
short for Hephaestion’s funeral and placed 
a lock of his hair in Hephaestion’s hand 
before the funerary pyre was lit in emu-
lation of the hero Achilles’ last gift to his 
friend Patroclus.

Achilles and Patroclus are also believed 
to have been lovers.

Ancient sources say Hephaestion’s 
ashes were taken from Persia to Baby-
lon but it was not known whether they 
remained there.

Whether Hephaestion’s ashes are actu-
ally in the Kasta Tomb is unknown as 
Alexander reportedly ordered that mul-
tiple shrines to him be built across his 
empire.

But for now further digging at the 
site has been halted due to austerity mea-
sures by the Greek government and it 
is unknown when work will be able to 
resume on the site.

Richard Branson leads 
pro gay global coalition 
Open for Business
By David Hudson on gaystarnews.com

The launch of Open for Business was 
announced last month at the Clinton 
Global Initiative Annual Meeting in New 
York.
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This global project is a joint venture 
from 14 multinational companies, with 
support from LGBTI advocacy groups, 
to help advance LGBTI rights around the 
world and to promote the business and 
economic case for diversity and inclusion.

One of the companies behind the proj-
ect is Virgin Group. Writing on LinkedIn 
Pulse, Virgin founder Sir Richard Bran-
son, has explained why Virgin is support-
ing the initiative.

“Ask people to name the most creative 
and entrepreneurial cities in the world and 
they might name places like New York, 
Berlin, Sao Paolo, San Francisco, or Lon-
don – all diverse cities with vibrant LGBT 
communities.

“Ask people to name the most inno-
vative companies in the world and they 
might say Apple, Google, Nike, or even 
maybe Virgin – all companies that have 
long supported LGBT inclusion.

“It’s no coincidence: being open and 
inclusive is better for business, and better 
for economic growth,” he said, explaining 
the company’s stance.

“That’s why I’m proud that Virgin is 
part of a new business-led coalition called 
Open For Business, which aims to high-
light the strong business case for LGBT 
inclusion.

“We’ve teamed up with other glob-
al companies such as McKinsey, IBM, 
LinkedIn, Thomson Reuter and Mas-
terCard, because all of us do business in 
places that have anti-LGBT policies, and 
we want to be clear this isn’t acceptable 
to us.”

Branson first founded Virgin in 1970 
as a record label. It has since grown into a 
multinational conglomerate, encompass-
ing an airline (Virgin Atlantic), Virgin 
Active gyms, Virgin Holidays, Virgin 
Media and a multitude of other strands.

It has operations across the world, 
including Europe, Russia, the US, Asia, 
the Middle East, Africa, Latin America 
and the Caribbean. Branson himself owns 
Necker Island, a luxury resort in the Brit-
ish Virgin Islands.

Virgin America scored the top score of 
100 in the most recent Corporate Equal-
ity Index compiled by Human Rights 
Campaign

Branson said that a report compiled 
by the Open for Business coalition, The 
Economic and Business case for global 
LGB&T inclusion, and Diversity: Bring-
ing the Business Case to Life presented 
overwhelming evidence that embracing 
LGBTI diversity and inclusion was good 
for business and therefore good for econo-
mies.

“Both reports should be essential read-
ing for politicians in countries with anti-
LGBT laws – and for those trying to 
create more open, diverse and inclusive 
societies.

“The promoters of hateful laws often 
hide behind ‘cultural differences’ and 
complain that we are trying to impose 
our Western values. They can’t do that 
anymore. We’ve moved the argument on. 
It’s no longer just about values – it’s about 
good business sense, and good economic 
policy.”

The Open for Business coalition 
includes 14 organizations: American 
Express, AT&T, Brunswick, EY, Google, 
IBM, LinkedIn, Linklaters, MasterCard, 
McKinsey & Company, Royal Bank of 
Scotland, Standard Chartered, Thomson 
Reuters and Virgin Group.

Increasingly, the business and eco-
nomic case for advancing diversity and 
inclusion is being used to advance LGBTI 
rights in countries where legislation per-
sists that persecutes minorities.

Open for Business was not the 
only LGBTI business initiative to be 
announced at the Clinton Global Initia-
tive Annual Meeting in October.

Human Rights Campaign (HRC) also 
announced the launch of a global corpo-
rate coalition featuring 12 global partners: 

Accenture, AT&T, CA Technologies, 
The Coca-Cola Company, Destination 
Weddings Travel Group, Google, IBM, 
Microsoft Corp., Mitchell Gold + Bob 
Williams, Procter & Gamble, Replace-
ments, Ltd., and Symantec Corp.

Announcing the launch of the group, 
HRC President Chad Griffin echoed 
Branson’s sentiment, saying, “These cor-
porate leaders, which employ 1.4 million 
employees worldwide, understand that 
equality, inclusion and engagement are 
pivotal to business success.

“Today, they are sending a resounding 
message that LGBT people are valued, 
they are equal, and they deserve a fair 
chance to earn a living and provide for 
their families no matter where they live.”

A spokesperson for HRC explained 
that the two initiatives were complimen-
tary, saying that Open for Business, “is 
a statement on how diverse and inclusive 
societies are good for business. Ours is 
more of a working group for business-
es with both commitments and policies 
upholding LGBT inclusion globally.”

News of the initiatives was welcomed 
by Justin Nelson, President of the Nation-
al Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Com-
merce (NGLCC).

“When LGBT workers and entrepre-
neurs are protected and given an equal 
seat at the table, they are empowered to 
bring their whole selves to work, which 
increases productivity and innovation, 
raises performance levels, and retains top 
LGBT talent,” he told Gay Star Business.

“Every advancement for LGBT eco-
nomic opportunity at home is also call to 
action to continue advocating for the eco-
nomic rights of LGBT people worldwide. 
We hope these commitments ignite criti-
cal conversations that benefit LGBT busi-
ness owners, including protection from 
discrimination in hiring, contracting, and 
recognition of universal human dignity.”

HRC issues brief on 
bi-inclusive workplaces
By David Hudson on gaystarnews.com

Human Rights Campaign (HRC) 
commemorated September’s Bisexual 
Awareness Week with the release Sept. 
24 of an issue brief to help employees and 
employers build more inclusive workplac-
es for bisexual people.

Its own research has discovered that 
bisexual workers are less likely to be out 
about their sexual orientation at work 
than their gay or lesbian counterparts 
(59% of bisexuals as opposed to 79% and 
77% of gay men and lesbians).

Some 43% of LGBT people have also 
reported hearing jokes or discriminatory 
remarks about bisexuals within the work-
place.

Research carried out by the Williams 
Institute, based at UCLA, has concluded 
that there are more people who identify 
as bisexual as there are those who identify 
lesbian and gay. The same research esti-
mated the bisexual population of the US 
to be approximately 4.2 million.

“Many of America’s leading companies 
continue to adopt meaningful policies, 
practices and benefits for LGBT people, 
including non-discrimination policies for 
sexual orientation and gender identity, 
and transgender-inclusive healthcare cov-
erage,” said Beck Bailey, HRC Foun-
dation’s Deputy Director of Employee 
Engagement.

“But as employers look beyond policy 
to efforts to improve the day-to-day expe-
riences of LGBT people, the invisibility 
of bisexual workers deserves their atten-
tion. Despite the significant number of bi-
identified employees, they largely remain 
closeted on the job, and experience less-
than-welcoming workplace culture.

“A concerted focus on bisexual educa-
tion and visibility is necessary to reduce 
bias and create workplaces that allow 

NYC to host World Pride 2019
By Joe Morgan on gaystarnews.com

World Pride will be held in New York City to honor 50 years since the Stonewall 
Riots.

This is the first time the international two month long celebration will be held in the 
US to coincide with the uprising at the Stonewall Inn.

NYC Pride, the organization that plans and hosts NYC’s annual LGBT Pride events, 
announced their bid was approved by membership of InterPride at a meeting in Las 
Vegas this week.

“The Stonewall Uprising is considered the most significant event that ignited the 
modern LGBT rights movement, so it makes perfect sense to bring WorldPride to the 
birthplace of Pride in 2019,” said David Schneider, NYC Pride’s Stonewall 50 Director.

“We are so grateful that our fellow Pride organizers from across the globe have chosen 
New York City for this momentous occasion.”

The theme for WorldPride 2019 will be Millions of Moments of Pride.

our state’s most pressing environmental 
needs,” Governor Cuomo said. “Continu-
ing this state’s rich tradition of environ-
mental stewardship, this new initiative 
will help ensure New York becomes clean-
er and greener than ever before.”

Envisioned in Governor Cuomo’s 2015 
Opportunity Agenda, the Excelsior Con-
servation Corps will enroll 50 members, 
striving for diverse membership and vet-
eran engagement. The 10-month service 
program will begin in January 2016 and 
will be administers by the Student Con-
servation Association, a leading national 
organization in youth and young adult 
conservation service and environmental 
education programs. 

“The Excelsior Conservation Corps 
will build upon New York’s environmen-
tal legacy, protecting and enhancing the 
state’s natural resources while ensuring 
it’s continued stewardship by empower-
ing the next generation of conservation 
leaders,” said Lieutenant Governor Kathy 
Hochul.

The program will be funded through 
$1.9 million in combined state and federal 
funding. The New York State Environ-
mental Protection Fund, New York State 
Environmental Facilities Corporation and 
the State University of New York will 
provide a total of $1 million for the pro-
gram. The New York State Commission 
on National and Community Service, in 
partnership with the federal Corporation 
for National and Community Service, 
has also committed $850,000 of Ameri-
Corps funding to the program. Addition-
al funding will be secured by the Student 
Conservation Association through spon-
sorships and private donations. 

Excelsior Conservation Corps mem-
bers will be based at Morrisville State 
College, where they will receive extensive 
training and certifications in wilderness 
first aid, trail construction, stone and tim-
ber construction, carpentry, risk manage-
ment and emergency response, education 
and outreach, and backcountry living. 
After completing the program’s basic 

training, members will engage in service 
work, dividing into smaller teams to tack-
le priority projects across the state. While 
on remote and multi-day or week service 
hitches, members will stay at satellite sites, 
often camping or staying in cabins at State 
Parks and Department of Environmental 
Conservation campgrounds. 

Qualifications and How to Apply
An Excelsior Conservation Corps 

member must be a U.S. citizen or resident 
between the ages of 18 and 25; be a New 
York State resident or go to school in the 
state; have a high school diploma or GED; 
be able to work both independently and 
as part of team; and be able to perform 
physical labor. Appropriate accommoda-
tions will be made whenever possible for 
those who are disabled. Special efforts will 
be made to recruit veterans and minority 
candidates. 

To download an application or for 
more information on the Environmental 
Conservation Corps, visit www.ny.gov/
ECC. The Environmental Conservation 
Corps is an equal opportunity employer.

D.A. won’t reduce 
McFadden charges; 
judge sets four month 
cap on jail time
By Susan Jordan

On Sept. 30, a bench conference in the 
case of Dysheika McFadden took place in 
Judge Johnson’s court. Assistant District 
Attorney Cassidy Crowe said she would 
not offer to reduce the charges of assault 
third degree against McFadden, for the 
attack on trans woman Nicole Clark on 
Monroe Ave. last July 28.

Judge Johnson ordered a pre-trial 
investigation and indicated she would put 
a four-month cap on jail time for McFad-
den.

Arguments and motions were set for 
Oct. 29 (after EC press time). A trial date 
may be set at that point. Check Empty 
Closet News at www.gayalliance.org for 
the date.



 NOVEMBER 2015 • NUMBER 495 • THE GAY ALLIANCE • THE EMPTY CLOSET  7

Interview
Milo Primeaux of Empire 
Justice Center
By Susan Jordan

Milo Primeaux took up his post at 
Empire Justice Center on Sept. 8, replac-
ing Julia Saenz. He recently spoke with 
The Empty Closet about his goals.

Primeaux said, “I am a queer transgen-
der man who was born and raised in the 
Bible Belt of southeast Texas. My passion 
for serving the transgender and LGBQ 
communities is rooted in a decade of com-
munity organizing and activism across the 
country, including Massachusetts, Ohio, 
New York City, Washington DC, Mary-
land and Virginia.

“At the City University of New York 
(CUNY) School of Law, I learned how 
to use the law to reimagine and support 
social justice for people most impacted 
by systemic discrimination and oppres-
sion. I’m incredibly excited to bring my 
experience and love for this work to 
the LGBTQ communities in Rochester 
and across upstate New York as the new 
LGBT Rights Project staff attorney at 
Empire Justice Center.”

Milo will provide legal services to all 
LGBTQ clients, and specializes in trans 
issues. He said, “I split my time between 
providing direct legal services to individ-
ual low-income LGBTQ clients, advocat-
ing for inclusive and affirming policies 
and legislation, and offering resources and 
training to attorneys, courts, and commu-
nity members across the state.

“Although I welcome any issues relat-
ed to discrimination based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity/expres-
sion, I have particular interests in helping 
trans individuals to obtain judicial name 
changes and accessing accurate identi-
ty documents, making healthcare and 
health insurance more LGBTQ-inclusive 
and accessible, providing legal support 
to aging and elderly LGBTQ individu-
als, and advocating for the unique needs 

of LGBTQ active service members and 
veterans. I am also working with other 
advocates to expand legislative protec-
tions for all transgender and gender-
nonconforming people across New York 
State, and to ensure equal protection for 
all gender-expansive youth in New York’s 
public schools.”

Milo is new to Rochester and he and 
his partner say they are actually looking 
forward to an upstate winter!

He said, “Even with my experience 
and legal training, I don’t come into this 
new position pretending to know what 
the local LGBTQ communities need, and 
ultimately my practice will be shaped by 
the kinds of actual issues people bring to 
me. My partner and I moved here to settle 
in and really make a home for ourselves 
in Rochester. We love this city so far, 
and can’t wait to experience our first epic 
upstate winter together! I look forward to 
becoming better acquainted with our new 
community, and am so grateful for the 
opportunity to be of service.” ■

PFLAG 
MEETS 
3RD 
SUNDAY 
OF EACH 
MONTH

Meetings are at Open Arms Metropolitan Community Church 
707 E. Main Street, Rochester, New York 14605 from 1 to 
3pm. Questions? Call: 585-993-3297 or 
Email: RochesterPFLAG@gmail.com
Join us! 
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319 East Chestnut Street • East Rochester 14445
585.381.1970 • www.schoenplaceauto.com

Our customers come from all walks of life. They include women, men, LGBTQ, 
students, young adults, couples, singles, families, single parents, and seniors. 

Additionally, Domestic, European or Asian, old or new, your car can be as individual 
as you are and if you choose to place it in our care, we will never let you down.

Beyond our commitment to perform quality repairs, we make every effort to eliminate 
the stress, hassle, and inconvenience that is caused by your car problems. 

Everyone has enough stress in their daily lives! 

“Imagine Car Repair with People Who Truly Care!”
Please call today to schedule an appointment: 585.381.1970

An honest, caring approach to auto repair
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Making the Scene

Scenemaker 
of the Month: 
Susanna Speed 
of Ambush

What’s your favorite color?
Burnt Orange
What’s your favorite bar or club (a 

place where Ambush has met)?
All of them!
What is the history/purpose of 

Ambush? 
The purpose of Ambush is to pro-

vide a place (usually a straight bar, thus 
the “ambush” theme) each month where 
queer-identified women can just relax, 
have a few drinks, listen to some music, 
and hang out with other queer women 
and allies.

Ambush originated in Buffalo, where I 
used to live. I remember moving to Roch-
ester and thinking we’d be a great city to 
host Ambush events. I met with the orga-
nizers from Buffalo to ask them questions 
about their success. A few months later 
Sady and I started hosting Ambush Roch-

ester and the rest is history!
One of the things that we both really 

love about Ambush Rochester is the diver-
sity of folks who come out. We’d love for 
that tradition of diversity and inclusion to 

continue and grow.
As we continue moving forward with 

Ambush Rochester, Sady and I are look-
ing for folks who are interested in taking 
the lead with future Ambush Rochester 
get-togethers, so let us know if you’re 
interested!

Your city neighborhood or suburb? 
Kodak Park area
Pets?
A beautiful brown Pitbull named Mia
Profession?
I’m a Manager at Trillium Health. I 

work in Community Health Initiatives, 
our education and prevention depart-
ment. We do HIV/STD testing (free, by 
the way!), health education, LGBT pro-
gramming and we offer a wide variety of 
workshops.

Death Row meal?
If I’m being honest, probably a cheese-

burger or a basket of Tully’s Tenders.
Internet site?
Autostraddle
Halloween costume?
Where’s Waldo
Best pick up line you’ve heard?

“Are you religious? Because you’re the 
answer to all my prayers.”

Music you’re listening to right now?
The Weeknd (Nope, that’s not a typo!)
What super power would you choose?
All of them (So basically, Phoenix 

from X-Men).
Ultimate nightmare?
Giant spiders!
Your worst habit?
Procrastination…
TV show you’re addicted to?
“Black-ish”
Signature dance move?
Haha. Cupid Shuffle?
You’re a huge fan of ___?
Harry Potter and the Cincinnati Ben-

gals 
Phrase you over-use?
“Oh shoot!”
Proudest achievement?
Marrying the love of my life.
If you could have dinner with anyone 

living or dead who would it be?
Audre Lorde
Motto?
Life isn’t a rehearsal.

RISE BRUNCH took place under brilliantly blue skies on Sept. 27 at the Rochester 
Yacht Club. Over 70 people helped the Gay Alliance support the LGBTQ Scholarship 
Fund. All photos: Gerry Szymanski

Emily Jones presents Lauren LaRoche 
with the Youth Leadership Award, hon-
oring her many achievements.

Emcee BJ Scanlon helpfully suggests that brunch-goers use their table napkins to 
wrap up food to take home…

Joseph Searles of Excellus and friend 
at the brunch.

Susanna Speed (left) with Sady Fischer.

IMAGEOUT PARTIES: The Film Festival was a resounding success again this year. 
Above: Paul Allen of ImageOut, Scott Fearing of the Gay Alliance, Michael Gamilla of 
ImageOut and “Reels in the Closet” director Stu Maddux on Oct. 17 at the Eastman 
House Dryden Theater. Interview with Stu Maddux on p. 27. Photo: Garnetta Ely

At the closing night party at the East-
man House, Oct. 17. Photo: Jessika 
Whitehouse

Liza performs at the ImageOut Festival Eve party on Oct. 8 at Skylark Lounge. 
Photo: Jill Frier

Photo: Garnetta Ely
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Martha M. Howden, LCSW, CASAC
Anxiety • Depression 
Alcohol • Stress • Grief 
Relationship • Family Plan 
Rectification Work 
Holotropic Breathwork
• Specializing in work with 
individuals and families in 
the Coming Out process

Martha M. Howden, lcsw, casac

945 E. Henrietta Road, Suite A6
Rochester, New York 14623
Phone: 585 272-1760 
Fax: 585 272-8986
Most Insurances Accepted

bisexual workers to be fully themselves 
at work.”

Recommendations covered by the 
issue brief include a reminder that “B is 
part of LGBT!”: “Bisexual colleagues in 
different – sex relationships are still mem-
bers of the LGBT community and not the 
same as allies.”

It also encourages all workers to speak 
up if they overhear bi-phobic comments 
or inappropriate jokes.

“A term like ‘fence-sitting’ or even just 
eye-rolling can create an unwelcoming 
environment for bisexuals.

“Take opportunities to highlight posi-
tive stories of people who are Bi – whether 
someone you know personally or public 
figures – this helps create a connection to 
the human experiences of Bi people.”

The report also notes, “Despite signifi-
cant evidence to the contrary, some people 
continue to believe the myth that bisexu-
ality doesn’t exist or is just a phase on the 
way to being straight or gay.”

It also carries advice for HR profes-
sionals.

“Be knowledgeable on your company 
benefits regarding same- and different-sex 
domestic partner benefits. When a com-
pany offers Domestic Partner Benefits for 
same-sex couples only, different-sex bisex-
ual relationships can suffer, as will couples 
who choose not to marry for other rea-
sons. Support same-sex and different-sex 
DPBs at your company.”

Trans teenager is fourth 
to commit suicide in San 
Diego Co. this year
By Darren Wee on gaystarnews.com

A 14-year-old boy has become the 
fourth transgender teen to die by suicide 
in San Diego County since March.

Emmett Castle took his life at his 
father’s Mission Valley home on 3 Octo-
ber, KGTV reported.

Emmett came out as transgender last 
summer and was quickly accepted by his 
parents.

However, misgendering by classmates 
hurt him and the physical changes of 
puberty were also frustrating for the boy.

“A lot of people would misgender him 
as she and her. His father, Mike, had to 
pick him up from school because it upset 
him so much,” said his mother Sarah.

Emmett had made several attempts to 
take his life and was diagnosed with severe 
depression several years prior.

“There was sleeplessness and lethargy. 
He had trouble doing basic things like 
going to the grocery store,” said Sarah.

But family members said there were 
no immediate warning signs of Emmett’s 
last suicide attempt – he had friends and 
was looking forward to getting his name 
legally changed later this month.

Sarah urged parents to love their trans-

gender children and had this message for 
trans teens themselves:

“I just want them to hold on. The 
transition is a process and it can be pain-
ful, but we love you. We love you.”

A GoFundMe page is raising money 
for funeral expenses.

-JoeMyGod.com

Write US Postal Service 
to get hero Bayard 
Rustin on a stamp

Bayard Rustin, civil rights hero, was 
also gay, and did not receive the honor 
and recognition due to him in his life-
time. The National LGBTQ Task Force 
is asking for letters to the USPS, urging 
them to create a USA postage stamp hon-
oring Rustin.

The Task Force says, “This stamp 
would serve to further remind Ameri-
cans that by honoring Bayard Rustin you 
honor a true American hero and cham-
pion of civil rights for all people.”

Letters should be sent to Citizens’ 
Stamp Advisory Committee, c/o Stamp 
Development, 475 L’Enfant Plaza SW, 
Room 3300, Washington DC 20260-
3501.

For more information and a sample 
letter, visit www.impcourt.org or www.
thetaskforce.com or email nmrsandiego@
yahoo.com.

National sponsors include the Nation-
al Black Justice Coalition, the National 
LGBT Museum and the GLBT Historic 
Task Force.

Argentinian trans 
activist was brutally 
murdered
By Cleis Abeni on The Advocate

Celebrated Argentinian LGBT rights 
activist Amancay Diana Sacayán, a 
40-year-old trans woman, was found mur-
dered on Oct. 13 in her apartment in Bue-
nos Aires, according to the Buenos Aires 
Herald.

When Sacayán did not attend the 
30th National Women’s Meeting in Mar 
del Plata and failed to respond to phone 
calls, her friends became alarmed and 
alerted her building’s owner, who found 
her deceased inside her apartment with 
the door ajar and the premises in disarray.

Local law enforcement believes that 
Sacayán was stabbed multiple times to 

death by one or more assailants that she 
may have known and let into her apart-
ment. Her body showed signs that she 
fought to defend herself. Buenos Aires 
prosecutor Matías Di Lello is question-
ing witnesses, some of whom claim to 
have seen a single man entering Sacayán’s 
apartment over the weekend, and oth-
ers who say that saw a couple visiting 
Sacayán. 

Sacayán co-lead the International Les-
bian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and 
Intersex Association and directed the 
Argentina’s Anti-Discrimination Libera-
tion Movement group. So renowned was 
her LGBT advocacy that the President 
of Argentina, Cristina Fernández —  an 
outspoken leader for marriage equality in 
the Latin American country —  person-
ally presented Sacayán with a corrected 
national identity card in 2012 affirming 
Sacayán’s legal name and her identity as 
a woman. 

“I ask the national security servic-
es and the police to solve this horrible 
crime,” said Fernández upon learning of 
Sacayán’s death, according to Reuters.

Sacayán’s murder becomes the third 
killing of a trans woman in Argentina 
less than two months,  according to U.S. 
LGBT outlet  The Washington Blade. A 
Santa Cruz trans woman named Coty 
Olmos was found stabbed to death earlier 
this month, and while police have veri-
fied that Olmos was also stabbed multi-
ple times like Sacayán, further details of 
Olmos’ murder are pending.

The body of another transgender 
activist, Marcela Estefania Chocobar, was 
found in a landfill in the city of Río Gal-
legos in the district of Santa Fe on Sep-
tember 6. Chocobar’s body was so severely 
burned and dismembered that her identity 
had to be confirmed through DNA evi-
dence, verified by her grieving sister. 

Latin America has a long, tragic histo-
ry of transphobic violence, directed espe-
cially toward transgender women. Last 
year, the majority of women memorial-
ized during the annual Transgender Day 

of Rememberance were killed in nations 
throughout South and Central America.

“1,356 killings of trans and gender-
diverse people have been reported in Cen-
tral and South America, which account 
for 78% of the globally reported mur-
ders of trans and gender-diverse people 
since January 2008,” notes a report from 
the European Trans Murder Monitoring 
project.

Sacayán’s killing drives home the 
unprecedented spread of the global epi-
demic of violence against transgender and 
gender-nonconforming people. Murders 
in 23 countries in Central and South 
America mark the highest number of 
reported cases throughout the world. Yet, 
TMM also notes that most murders of 
trans individuals remain woefully under-
reported. 

Advocates also draw attention to the 
heinous, excessively violent nature of 
the crimes comitted against gender-vari-
ant people, which often include xtreme 
degrees of brutality, torture, and mutila-
tion. This has led a coalition of NGOs, 
including Sacayán’s group, the ILGA,  to 
label such crimes “trans genocide,” and to 
call for a worldwide campaign to stop the 
violence in conjunction with The Interna-
tional Day Against Homophobia, Trans-
phobia and Biphobia, according to TMM.

Sacayán’s murder arises despite Argen-

Amancay Diana Sacayán

Emmett Castle
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(Argentinian continued from page 11)
tina’s well-documented progressive turn 
towards federal acceptance of LGBT 
people and Latin America’s rising push 
toward greater LGBT rights.

In 2012, Argentina’s legislature unani-
mously passed a historic transgender rights 
law. Earlier this year, Argentina made his-
tory with the issuance of a LGBT-friendly 
three-parent birth certificate,  and the 
country granted its LGBT citizens mar-
riage equality in 2010. This progress may 
be a sign that LGBT lawmakers are far 
more prominent in Latin America than 
elsewhere. Yet, advocates fear that with 
rising visibility comes increased violence.

“A dark cloud has set over Argentina’s 
trans community,” said Mariela Belski, 
Executive Director of Amnesty Interna-
tional Argentina in a statement. “Unless 
this latest wave of murders is effectively 
investigated and those responsible taken 
to justice, a message will be sent that 
attacking trans women is actually OK.”

Ga. trans woman freed, 
pursues case against 
Dept. of Corrections
By Cleis Abeni on The Advocate

Just two weeks after she was released 
from Augusta State Medical Prison in 
Georgia, Ashley Diamond finally heard 
some good news from a federal judge.

She would be allowed to pursue 
her legal claim that the Department of 
Corrections in Georgia unlawfully dis-
criminated against her because she is a 
transgender woman, not only denying her 
medically necessary transition-related care 
but allegedly failing to protect her from 
repeated rapes and assaults while she spent 
three years incarcerated with men.

“It was torture. I might be free now, 

but I am still struggling,” Diamond said 
in a phone interview with The Advocate. 
“Straight out of solitary confinement, but 
into another confinement here on parole. 
Parole stipulates that I must stay here in 
Rome [Ga.], and this town can be like a 
prison too. Yes, it’s a town in the Deep 
South, and down here you feel it even 
more that the transgender issue is the civil 
rights issue of our time.” 

The latest development in Diamond’s 
case, which epitomizes the struggles of 
transgender inmates nationwide, arrived 
just days after that call, when U.S. District 
Judge Marc Thomas Treadwell denied the 
state’s motion to dismiss in Diamond v. 
Owens et. al on Sept. 14. Treadwell’s deci-
sion, while not a final judgment, does pave 
the way for Diamond’s case to proceed to 
discovery and trial, according to a court 
filing provided to The Advocate by the 
Southern Poverty Law Center.

Diamond, 37 and originally from 
Rome, was released from Augusta State 
Medical Prison August 31 after facing 
a  harrowing three years  of incarceration 
at various Georgia prisons, where, she 
alleges, she was repeatedly physically and 
sexually assaulted, interned at men’s facili-
ties despite her female gender identity, 
relocated after receiving threats, denied 
medically necessary health care, and sub-
jected to pronounced, near-daily verbal 
harassment. 

Originally given an 11-year sentence 
for a conviction of nonviolent burglary 
and theft, Diamond explains that her 
parole could last eight years. Her home-
town of Rome is the largest town on the 
foothills of the Appalachian Mountains. 
But, she explains:

“It’s still a small town in the Deep 
South, a former cotton-port town that has 
never been right to black or trans people 
or anybody different. Being raised in the 
Deep South, I have enough experience 
with prejudice to know that it still exists. 
Rome feels a long way from Atlanta. If you 
can’t make it to a big city, then you’re spin-

ning your wheels here, and trying to make 
an income is hard so you get into trouble 
just to try to make it, and now I am back 
here on parole.”

Diamond’s experience of feeling 
trapped in a small town in the Deep 
South resembles that of Alena Bradford, 
another low-to-no income black trans 
woman whose story of living in Albany, 
Ga., gained attention following a July 24 
article in U.K. newspaper The Guardian. 
Transgender people, be they incarcerated 
or not, face profound obstacles in South-
ern states, where there are still few laws 
that protect them from discrimination in 
housing and employment, few statutes to 
address hate crimes, and few avenues to 
obtain affirming, competent health care, 
as the Human Rights Campaign’s inter-
active Maps of State Laws and Policies 
makes clear. 

Speaking to The Advocate, Diamond 
details the excruciating, multifaceted 
harm she experienced while continually 

denied hormone therapy, which she had 
been on for nearly two decades before she 
was incarcerated:

“When they denied me [hormone 
therapy] I felt more than anxiety attacks. 
I felt physical pain, pain from watch-
ing your body morph, withdrawing, and 
those are medical problems. There were 
times I felt like I would die, when guards 
dragged me on pavement to solitary [con-
finement].”

And Diamond’s struggle for humane, 
adequate care isn’t unique to trans women 
housed in Georgia’s correctional system. 
The Advocate continues to follow the 
case of Ky Peterson, a black trans man 
from rural Americus, Ga., who is serv-
ing a questionably timed sentence for 
killing his rapist, has been repeatedly 
denied access to his own medically neces-
sary transition-related care, and was often 
placed in solitary confinement.  

Diamond’s early release marked a 
breakthrough in her struggle against the 

 

Learn the history of the 
LGBT community in 
Rochester from the people 
who made that history.
The Gay Alliance invites you to celebrate 40 years of 
LGBT history in Rochester with your very own DVD/
BluRay of this powerful film.

Shoulders To Stand On
Evelyn Bailey, Executive Producer
Kevin Indovino, Producer/Director/Writer

Standard DVD $25 / BluRay DVD $30
Order at: www.GayAlliance.org



 NOVEMBER 2015 • NUMBER 495 • THE GAY ALLIANCE • THE EMPTY CLOSET  13

(Conversion continues page 14)

Georgia Department of Corrections, pris-
on reform advocates noted. Although her 
claims of discrimination and violations of 
her Eighth Amendment rights got a help-
ing hand from the Department of Justice 
in April when the federal agency issued a 
statement supporting her claims, her early 
release was nearly unprecedented. 

“According to Georgia’s State Board of 
Pardons and Paroles, it is rare for inmates 
to actually be granted parole at their ini-
tial eligibility date, and even less common 
for inmates to be released early, as is the 
case with Ms. Diamond, who was released 
several months before her initial eligi-
bility date in November 2015,” explains 
Chinyere Ezie, an SPLC staff attorney 
who is representing Diamond. “This date 
changed inexplicably to July earlier this 
month.”

When asked if Diamond’s early parole 
might be considered a tacit acknowl-
edgment by the Georgia Department of 
Corrections that it cannot adequately 
and safely house trans inmates, Ezie is 
straightforward.

“Although the department has made 
statements to the contrary, that is precise-
ly what we believe,” Ezie says in an email 
exchange with The Advocate. “It hardly 
seems like a coincidence that Ashley’s 
release came days after we filed papers 
with the court highlighting the Georgia 
Department of Corrections’ continued 
failings and unwillingness to provide Ash-
ley and other transgender inmates safe 
and appropriate housing or adequate med-
ical care, as the Constitution requires.”

Now, Ezie expects to take full advan-
tage of Judge Treadwell’s rejection of the 
state’s attempt to dismiss Diamond’s case, 
pressing on with the lawsuit vigorous-
ly. “SPLC’s advocacy on behalf of Ash-
ley Diamond and transgender inmates 
like her is far from over,” Ezie promises 
The Advocate. “Our lawsuit against the 
Georgia Department of Corrections is 
still ongoing, and we are monitoring the 
experiences of other transgender inmates 
currently incarcerated in Georgia, who 
woefully remain without care. Because 
the abuses we are seeing are pursuant to 
patterns or practices within the depart-
ment, we have not ruled out seeking fur-
ther intervention — both from the court 
and the Department of Justice.”

For her part, even while her movement 
is limited in her small Georgia home-
town, Diamond is clear about her mission. 
“Why is this lawsuit important?” she asks 
rhetorically. “So what happened to me 
never happens again.”

ACLU files lawsuit 
against Kansas for 
adoptive parents’ names 
on birth certificates

Two same-sex couples are asking a fed-
eral court to order Kansas to change their 
children’s birth certificates to include the 
children’s adopted parents, not only their 
biological parents. Both couples conceived 
through artificial insemination.

According to a lawsuit filed Oct. 6 
by the  ACLU on behalf of those cou-
ples, Kansas has refused to  recognize 
both parents in each couple on the birth 
certificates of their respective children, 
thus disobeying the Supreme Court’s rul-
ing in Obergefell v. Hodges. 

Judge Daniel Crabtree has already 
ruled in favor of plaintiffs suing Kansas 
over its same-sex marriage ban. Howev-
er, his  judgment was a “declaratory” one 
which did not compel the state to act or 
comply with Obergefell.  Crabtree hoped 
the state would comply of its own volition. 
The lawsuit aims  to prove  that intransi-
gence to equality still remains.

Lawrence Journal-World reports:
[… T]he ACLU filed affidavits from 

three women who said the state was still 
not granting their marriages full recog-
nition because it would not issue birth 
certificates listing both women in their 
marriages as parents of the children con-
ceived through artificial insemination.

One of those affidavits came from 
Casey Smith, of Lawrence, who gave birth 
to a son in September. She and her wife, 
Jessica Smith, an assistant soccer coach at 
Kansas University, were married in Cali-
fornia in 2013.

The other affidavits came from Chris-
ta Gonser and her wife, Carrie Hunt, who 
live in the Kansas City area. They were 
married in Canada in 2007.

Hunt gave birth Sept. 22 at Kansas 
University Hospital to twins that were 
conceived through artificial insemination.

-Towleroad.com

NCLR, HRC release 
sample bill protecting 
youth from discredited 
conversion therapy

On Oct. 20, the National Center for 
Lesbian Rights (NCLR), a national legal 
organization committed to advancing the 
civil and human rights of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) peo-
ple and their families, and the Human 
Rights Campaign (HRC), the nation’s 
largest LGBT civil rights organization, 
released sample legislation for state legis-
lators and equality groups who want to 
protect LGBTQ youth from the danger-
ous and discredited practice of conversion 
therapy.

This first-of-its-kind sample legislation 
draws from best practices in the jurisdic-
tions that have passed successful laws, the 
more than 20 states that have introduced 
similar legislation, the Therapeutic Fraud 
Prevention Act (a federal bill that takes a 
fraud-based approach to regulate conver-
sion therapy), and the experience of legal 
experts working on this vitally important 
issue.

“This sample legislation is the culmi-
nation of two decades working to end con-
version therapy, three years helping states 
take legislative steps to protect youth from 
these ineffective and harmful practices, 
and a truly exceptional coalition of legal 
experts from across the country. What has 

emerged from this extraordinary process 
is a bill that is both true to our shared val-
ues and legally airtight. Moving forward, 
we could not be more excited to work 
with state legislators and equality groups 
equipped with this powerful tool to end 
conversion therapy once and for all,” said 
NCLR #BornPerfect Coordinator and 
Staff Attorney Samantha Ames.

“This important sample legislation 
comes at a critical time in our fight to pro-
tect our nation’s LGBTQ youth from the 
dangerous practice of conversion therapy,” 
added HRC Legal Director Sarah Warbe-
low. “A junk pseudoscience that amounts 

to nothing more than child abuse, this 
so-called therapy has been denounced 
by every mainstream medical and men-
tal health association. We look forward 
to partnering with state legislators and 
key stakeholders in working to pass these 
vitally important measures to stop this 
horrific practice once and for all.”

The sample legislation comes just days 
after the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration, an agen-
cy within the U.S. Department of Health 
& Human Services, issued a report call-
ing for an end to conversion therapy and 

Six million have come out on Facebook; numbers rising
By Andy Towle on towleroad.com

Facebook reports that more than six million people have come out of the closet as 
LGBT on the social media network  to date, including 800,000 who have done so in 
the past year. Furthermore, they report that the rate at which people are coming out is 
increasing, as are the numbers.

The social media network released the data in response to National Coming Out Day.
They write:
Over the past year, approximately 800,000 Americans updated their profile to express 

a same-gender attraction or custom gender. Further, not only has the total number of 
Americans who have come out on Facebook risen dramatically, but so has the number 
coming out each day. As the chart demonstrates, the number of people on Facebook com-
ing out per day is on track to be three times what it was a year ago.

This graph also shows periods in which there are sharp increases in the number of 
people coming out on Facebook. The most obvious increase is seen following the after-
math of the Supreme Court decision in Obergefell v. Hodges, indicated by the red verti-
cal line. On a typical day, one out of every ten people who change their “interested in” 
status on Facebook do so to reflect a same-gender interest. On the day of the Supreme 
Court ruling, this ratio was double, one out of every five people. Additionally, in the days 
following the June 26 Supreme Court decision, we saw more than 26 million people dis-
play a rainbow filter on their profile picture.

In the graph above, which shows the number of ‘comings out’ in the last year, you’ll 
see the gigantic spike following the SCOTUS decision. Another interesting data set 
shows the number of people who are out as LGB or T state by state, revealing that New 
York and Nevada have the most out people, while states in the deep south (not sur-
prisingly Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas, and Louisiana) have the least amount of out 
people. The data set also shows that “total number of fans of LGBT pages has increased 
close to 25 percent over the past year, with a noticeable leap around the recent Supreme 
Court decision.”
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AND INTERNATIONAL

(Conversion continued from page 13)
urging family acceptance of LGBTQ chil-
dren.

NCLR and HRC are at the forefront 
of the fight to end conversion therapy, 
and work closely with legislators and 
state leaders across the country to intro-
duce bills protecting youth from these 
dangerous practices, which are associ-
ated with extreme depression, substance 
abuse, and even suicide. Five jurisdic-
tions—California, New Jersey, Wash-
ington D.C., Oregon, and Illinois—now 
protect LGBTQ youth from conversion 
therapy at the hands of licensed mental 
health professionals, with leaders from 
several other states planning introduc-
tion of similar legislation in the 2016 
legislative session.

Last year, NCLR launched its #Born-
Perfect campaign to stop conversion 
therapy across the country by passing 
laws, fighting in courtrooms, and rais-
ing awareness about the serious harms 
caused by attempts to change a young 
person’s sexual orientation or gender 
identity.

For more information about the dan-
gers of conversion therapy and NCLR’s 
#BornPerfect campaign visit www.
NCLRights.org/BornPerfect or HRC’s 
resource page.

White House backs 
study on harm done by 
“conversion therapy”
By Sean Mandell on Towleroad.com

A new study on the effects of conver-
sion therapy issued by the Department 
of Health and Human Services finds 
that the practice is dangerous and harm-
ful for LGBT youth. The White House 
is  underscoring the report as  proof that 

the practice should be made illegal for 
minors.

Reuters reports: 
The Obama administration backed 

a petition in April to ban the practice 
nationwide, and the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administra-
tion (SAMHSA) report gives further sci-
entific backing to such calls.

“We believe that conversion therapy 
for young people is not in their best inter-
est, and the facts and the evidence sup-
ports that,” White House senior adviser 
Valerie Jarrett said.

“We would support, and have sup-
ported, making it illegal for young peo-
ple,” she told reporters, noting that adults 
“make their own decisions” when it 
comes to their health.

Four U.S. states and Washington 
banned the practice among minors and 
vulnerable adults as of August 2015, the 
report said, and 21 more states and Con-
gress have considered or are considering 
bans.

“Conversion therapies or other efforts 
to change sexual orientation, gender 
identity or gender expression are not 
effective, reinforce harmful gender ste-
reotypes and are not appropriate men-
tal health treatments,” said SAMHSA 
Special Expert on LGBT Affairs, Elliot 
Kennedy.

Human Rights Campaign President 
Chad Griffin joined in the administra-
tion’s call to ban conversion therapy for 
minors:

“Conversion therapy is child abuse 
and the Obama Administration has 
joined our call to ban its practice once 
and for all.  This is dangerous junk sci-
ence that uses fear and shame to tell 
young people the only way to find love 
and acceptance is by changing the very 
nature of who they are. Today’s new 
health report shows the extensive dam-
age that so-called conversion therapy can 
cause and why it’s so urgent that we end 
it in all fifty states.”

Depressed Wisconsin 
trans 16-year-old 
commits suicide
By Darren Wee on gaystarnews.com

A 16-year-old transgender boy from 
Wisconsin died by suicide on 28 Septem-
ber after losing his battle with depression.

According to his  obituary,  Skylar Lee 
was a junior at Madison West High School 
as well as an active member of the city’s gay-
straight alliance and LGBTI theatre group 
and an advanced ballroom dancer.

“He loved the world and the people 
inside it, trying to fix it every day of his 
life,” it reads.

Lee scheduled a Tumblr post at 6 a.m. 
on the morning of his death, which said 
he did not take his life because he was 
transgender and nor did he want to be 
turned into a “sob story”.

“I am a depressed teen like many oth-
ers. However, what I am not, is a sob 
story,” he wrote.

“Don’t turn my name into a hash tag. 
Don’t treat this like glory suicide-fest. I 
am not killing myself because I am trans 
and queer.

“However, what I do know, is that 
when trans and queer kids complete sui-
cide, there is a chain reaction. This is only 
heightened by the media portrayal of us 

being sob stories. I am not a sob story, do 
not turn me into one.”

According to the Planet Transgender 
blog, by the end of September, Lee  was 
the 17th reported transgender person to 
have died by suicide this year.

Russia jails six neo-
Nazis for luring, 
torturing gay youth
By Daniel Reynolds on The Advocate

A group of people who physically tor-
tured gay men in Russia has been jailed.

Gay Star News reports that Russian 
police have finally arrested members of 
Occupy Pedophilia—a Neo-Nazi vigilan-
te group known for luring gay teens and 
young men through dating ads with the 
intent of abusing them.

When the teens responded to the ads, 
they were captured, often bullied and tor-
tured, then forced to come out as gay on 
videos intended to be shared with their 
friends, family, and community mem-
bers.  After this abuse and humiliation, 
many were driven to suicide.

Nine members have been found guilty 
of torture, death, threats, and inflicting 
“moderate damage to health” to at least 
19 people. The Sinarsky District Court 
Kamensk-Ural has sentenced six members 
to prison for three to six years. Three oth-
ers received suspended sentences.

The Advocate first reported on the 
group in July 2013, shortly after Russian 
president Vladimir Putin signed into law 
a ban on so-called “homosexual propa-
ganda,” which prohibited demonstrations 
and discussion of “non-traditional sexual 
relations” with minors. 

Led by Neo-Nazi Maxim Martsinkev-
ich, who is currently serving jail time 
for “hooliganism,” Occupy Pedophilia 
claimed its aim was to “identify and 
report pedophiles,” and that it was pro-
tecting children through its acts of humil-
iating and often brutalizing the young 
men captured.

Skylar Lee



 NOVEMBER 2015 • NUMBER 495 • THE GAY ALLIANCE • THE EMPTY CLOSET  15

Opinion

72 Edgerton St, Rochester NY 14607 (Park Ave) $1500 / 3br - 2400ft2 
Four-story row house off of historic Park Ave, across the street from coveted Francis Parker School #23 
• Kitchen brand new and spent over 15k on upgrades including brand new windows, ceiling fans, 
recessed lighting, light fixtures, countertops, cabinets, etc. Bathroom includes new toilet, walk in 
powder room with new carpet, and new vanity. • Hardwood floors through out, on-site laundry with 
washer dryer hook ups, plenty of storage space in huge basement, huge attic. Lots of natural light. 
Large front and back patios for entertaining guests. • No smoking inside premises. Neighbors are 
mostly home owners, quiet, respectful working professionals. Attentive landlord. $1650/month (trash, 
landscaping,) Tenants pay for gas & electric. Security Deposit is one months rent and is due on lease 
signing. To Schedule a Tour Please Text Henry 585-260-7578

“FOUR STORY GEM” HEART OF PARK AVE

How to Find A Reputable 
Auto Repair Shop
By Jerry Elman

Did you know that the auto repair 
industry consistently ranks in the top five 
of the least trusted industries in America?  
Most people have a lot of stress and fear 
when it comes to auto repairs. Finding the 
right repair shop eliminates that.  

The following list of tips will help you 
to become an educated consumer to find a 
repair shop that will take great care of you 
for years to come:

WINDOW SHOP BEFORE YOU 
BUY! Start shopping for a repair facil-
ity before you need one.  Being in a bind 
and then looking for repair facility puts 
you at a great disadvantage in finding a 
good one.

ASK AND YE SHALL RECEIVE: 
Get referrals from people you trust. (Check 
online business reviews, ask friends and 
check with neighbors.)

NEATNESS COUNTS: A clean well-
organized facility, where transparency 
allows customers to view the work being 
done is vitally important.  Cleanliness and 
organization is a direct reflection of the 
shop culture, quality of work and relation-
ships with people.

WHAT DID THEY SAY? Check 
with the Better Business Bureau (BBB) 
about the shop’s reputation and about any 
complaints. Also check on-line reviews, 
and third party awards and recogni-
tion the shop has received.  Community 
involvement is also an indicator of a shop 
that cares about people.

OFF THE BEATEN PATH: Auto 
repair shops that are not located in high 
traffic streets tend to be the better shops 
because they depend on repeat custom-
ers who come to them, not out of con-
venience, but because they provide great 
service. Just like a restaurant, having a 
large sign on a congested street does not 
mean you will get a good meal and expe-
rience. 

SCHOOL DAYS: Ongoing formal 
training for the technicians means your 
car is being worked on by those with 
the most up to date information.  Look 
for trade school diplomas, certificates of 
advanced coursework and ASE certifica-

tions — which is nationally recognized 
standard of technician competence. Cars 
are very complicated today with lots of 
computers and electronics in them.  An 
auto technician has to know more than 
a computer/IT technician needs to know 
today. 

FAMILIARITY BREEDS….GOOD 
WORK: Make sure the shop regularly 
works on your make and model of car. 
European cars require unique training, 
expertise, tools, and technology. Look at 
the cars in our parking lot and auto bays 
and that will tell you what the shop typi-
cally works on! )

CAN I GET THAT IN WRITING? 
Look for labor rates, fees for testing and 
diagnostic work, guarantees, warranties, 
and methods of payment, etc. which 
should be posted. Honest and ethical 
shops are transparent and provide every-
thing in writing.

HI NEIGHBOR!:  Notice any service 
awards, customer letters, plaques for civic 
involvement,  membership in the Bet-
ter Business Bureau and other consumer 
groups to indicate how involved the shop 
is in the community

NOTHING IS FREE!   Repair shops 
that try to entice you with “free services” 
are not to be trusted.  All shops have very 
high overhead and expenses and could not 
stay in business truly giving things away 
for free.  Think about it… Do you give 
what you do for a living away for free?  
Those free services are just an enticement 
to get you in the door and then make up 
the cost of those services in other ways.  
Honest shops do not entice people with 
free services. They are transparent and 
charge for all services at a fair price with-
out any hidden charges that will surprise 
you. 

Jerry Elman is the owner of Schoen 
Place Auto, located in East Rochester.  Jerry 
is a local and nationally recognized expert 
in the auto repair industry.  Schoen Place 
Auto is a recipient of the Rochester Business 
Ethics Award, a finalist for the American 
Business Ethics Award, A+ rated by the Bet-
ter Business Bureau.  Most recently Jerry 
was recognized nationally as “Independent 
Auto Repair Shop Operator of the Year” by 
Ratchet and Wrench Magazine, a leading 
industry publication.

Finding my bisexual 
community and coming 
out again and again
By Beth Sherouse on The Advocate

I came out as bisexual for the first time 
to two friends when I was about 16, and 
then more publicly my freshman year of 
college. Since then, I’ve lost count of the 
number of times I’ve come out, too often 
in response to questions like, “So does this 
mean you’re gay now?” when I began dat-
ing a woman, or “So you’re not gay any-
more?” when I was dating a man.

Bisexuality doesn’t work that way.
After years of knowing few other self-

identified bisexuals, I have finally con-
nected with the Bi+ community in the 
past year, and learned that my experiences 
are strikingly common — nearly all of us 
have faced biphobia from parents, part-
ners, friends and acquaintances, as well as 
those within the LGBT community. And 
many of us find our identities routinely 
erased or rendered invisible, leaving us 
with the choice to remain unseen or come 
out over and over again.

To be clear, there are many legitimate 
reasons for not identifying openly with the 
term “bisexual.” I understand the desire to 
eschew labels, to resist the expectation 
that our sexualities have to fit into neat 
categories. There are also those for whom 
exposing themselves to biphobia is neither 
safe nor healthy; and given the tendency 
of others to make assumptions about our 
identities, it shouldn’t be incumbent on us 
to constantly correct people.

But avoiding being visibly bisexual 
also poses a problem to the rest of our 
community: it allows biphobia to persist 
and keeps us silent. Being openly bisexual 
is in many ways still a radical act, even in 
the LGBT community.

But it shouldn’t be, and here’s why:
Bisexuality is real and should not 

be a source of shame. According to the 
Williams Institute, an LGBT think-tank 
based at the University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law, about half of the 
LGB community describes their sexual 
orientation as bisexual — half of us.

Surprised? I was, too. So the question 
those of us who are attracted to more than 
one gender need to ask ourselves comes 
down to: why don’t we want to call our-
selves bisexual? Is it because we don’t want 
to deal with biphobia — because we don’t 
want people to make assumptions about 
our sex lives, or say that our sexuality 
isn’t real, or is just a phase? Do we have 
our own internalized biphobia that we’d 
rather not deal with?

Biphobia is literally killing us. From 
suicide to major health disparities, we’re 
unhealthier than our non-LGBT and our 
lesbian and gay peers, and we also have 
the lowest levels of social support.

Bisexual youth need role models. The 
Human Rights Campaign Foundation’s 
2012 survey of LGBT youth showed that 
bisexual youth were less likely than les-
bian and gay or non-LGBT youth to say 
they were happy; they also had less sup-

port from caring adults, and reported 
and high levels of exclusion and bullying 
by peers. These youth need to know that 
there are real adult bisexuals who disprove 
biphobic stereotypes.

Bisexuality is a big, gender-inclusive 
umbrella. I often hear people say they’d 
rather avoid labels because they want 
to acknowledge their attraction to non-
binary people. But bisexual community 
activists have long embraced non-binary 
people, and included those who identify 
as pansexual, queer and fluid. Like many 
of my fellow bi activists, I prefer legendary 
activist Robyn Ochs’s definition:

“I call myself bisexual because I 
acknowledge that I have in myself the 
potential to be attracted — romantically 
and/or sexually — to people of more than 
one sex and/or gender, not necessarily 
at the same time, not necessarily in the 
same way, and not necessarily to the same 
degree.”

Bisexual people need community and 
our community needs support. Connect-
ing with the bisexual community has 
changed my life. It has made me more 
aware of the ways in which biphobia can 
affect my mental health, my relation-
ships, and my sexual health. It has also 
made me aware of how much we need 
each other for support and for commu-
nity, if for nothing more than the relief 
that comes with being among others to 
whom we don’t have to defend ourselves. 
The most radically accepting spaces I have 
ever experienced have been with bisexual 
community members.

Biphobia is rampant within the LGBT 
community, and visibility is a step toward 
stopping it. While I’ve certainly grown 
weary of straight, cisgender men fetishiz-
ing my sexuality, and my mother’s tenden-
cy to “forget” my bisexuality when I’m in 
a relationship with a man, by far the worst 
biphobia I’ve ever faced has been from gay 
men and lesbians. The first woman I ever 
fell in love with routinely asked me why I 
couldn’t “just be a lesbian,” and I’ve had 
community members question my com-
mitment to the cause because I could 
partner with a man and enjoy the “privi-
lege” of passing as straight — as if lying 
about who you are is a privilege.

Only recently have I come to under-
stand the importance of proudly claiming 
my bisexual identity, even though there 
are still days when I’m just plain tired of 
coming out. Even with a supportive part-
ner and affirming friends and family, fac-
ing biphobia and constantly correcting 
people’s assumptions about my identity 
can be tedious and even daunting.

But I try to be as out as possible, and 
to address biphobia wherever I see it. So 
if you fall somewhere within the bisexual 
umbrella, and it is safe and healthy for you 
to be out and proud about who you are, 
please join me in coming out, and keep 
coming out as much as your situation per-
mits. For those in our community who 
can’t be out for whatever reason, those of 
us who can will do our best to challenge 
biphobia and create safe and healthy spac-
es for us all.

TSA is silent on abuse of 
trans woman
By Dawn Ennis on The Advocate

The Transportation Security Admin-
istration has been largely silent for more 
than 21 days following a series of embar-
rassing and frightening interactions 
between a trans woman and TSA agents 
at Orlando International Airport. 

Shadi Petosky live-tweeted her experi-
ence, garnering her instant internet fame 
and sparking twitter interactions from 
such luminaries as Jenny Boylan, which 
got the attention of the TSA.

Publicly, the agency issued a terse state-
ment clearing its agents of any wrongdo-
ing on Monday, September 21, in how it 
handled the security screening of Petosky, 
as The Advocate reported.

However, Petosky tells The Advo-
cate the TSA statement about its “swift 
and thorough investigation,” and its con-
clusion that its agents followed “strict 
guidelines” based on “evidence” from sur-
veillance cameras and “other information” 
is a total lie. 

She posted on Facebook last week that 

TSA spokesman Mike England’s claim 
of having investigated the incident was 
untrue:

“They called me three days later to 
start an investigation. We talked for two 
hours and I found out a lot. It takes 7 days 
to get audio/video recordings. Which are 
owned by the airport, not the TSA. There 
are many ongoing civil rights investiga-
tions within the TSA and they take 30 
days minimum. They have to fly down to 
Orlando and talk to everyone involved.”

Our emails and calls to England 
and the TSA’s civil rights unit were not 
returned at press time. 

In addition to seeking the TSA’s 
response to Petosky’s claims, The Advo-
cate also asked the agency for a response 
to a letter sent by 32 Democratic Con-
gressmen, asking for policies on trans-
gender travelers be revised. And Petosky 
hears that some members of Congress 
have done even more: “Apparently Demo-
crats have been calling TSA members into 
their offices.”

The letter from the congressional 
Democrats asks the TSA to explain what’s 
expected of trans folks on its website. 

But as The Advocate reported more 
than a week ago, the TSA inexplicably 
deleted its webpage devoted to transgen-
der travelers. A transgender woman post-
ed on Twitter a link to what she says is 
the web archive of that detailed but now 
deleted original page. In its place is a brief 
“FAQ” section that touches on but does 
not fully explain what a transgender trav-
eler might encounter at an airport.

Read The Advocate’s 7 Things To Do 
When #TravelingWhileTrans.

UPDATE: The TSA has now 
announced that they will no longer call 
trans bodies “anomalies”. 
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Buffalo’s Trans Wellness 
Conference looks at 
many issues and goals
By Tristan Wright

The month of October included 
Buffalo’s fourth annual Trans Wellness 
Conference, “an opportunity to bring 
members of the trans community togeth-
er with community allies and providers 
of health and human services to share in 
learning and experience.”

Roughly 150 health care providers, 
allies and community members gathered 
at the Evergreen Institute in Buffalo on 
October 16 and 17 to learn together. The 
conference included workshops, perfor-
mances, an art therapy room, informa-
tional tables, and more, all provided free 
of charge. The Gay Alliance was present 
to share some information about our 
work and to show our support for the 
trans community of Western NY. 

The Trans Wellness Conference 
opened with a presentation by trans-
gender actor Scott Turner Schofield, 
who explored the f lawed equation that 
gender=sex=sexuality.

He was followed by the confer-
ence keynote speaker, Angelica Ross, 
transgender CEO of Trans Tech Social 
Enterprises. Ms. Ross talked about her 
journey and how she was inspired to 
create Trans Tech Social Enterprises, 
a creative design agency that supports 
transgender people through employ-
ment and educational opportunities in 
the fields of graphic and web design.

The afternoon began with a presen-
tation by transgender attorney Noah 
Lewis Esq. who explained the intrica-
cies of health care access and insur-
ance for trans New Yorkers, including 
the role of the Affordable Care Act in 
providing critical services for transgen-
der people across the country. Follow-
ing that in-depth workshop were two 
separate presentations, one for commu-
nity members focused on developing life 
goals, and one for providers on how to 
conduct comprehensive mental health 
assessments for transgender clients.

Friday evening featured two perfor-
mances, beginning with Scott Turner 
Schofield’s create-your-own-adventure 
style comedy performance “How to 
Become a Man in 120 Easy Steps,” fol-
lowed by a musical performance by the 
multi-talented Angelica Ross. 

The conference continued on Sat-
urday Oct. 17 with a unique presenta-
tion exploring the intersections of trans 
identities, such as being a transgender 
person with a disability. Later that day 
there was a fun movement workshop 
where participants worked on conscious 
breathing and developing the mind-
body connection.

The final workshop of the confer-
ence was a highly valuable cosmetology 
and barber forum where two profession-
als gave advice on proper grooming for 
one’s affirmed gender, including make-
up demonstrations for anyone inter-

ested. The conference concluded with 
“The Amoore Project” a performance 
by WNY institution Ari Moore explor-
ing her story through photographs and 
personal memories spanning more than 
four decades. 

The Trans Wellness Conference in 
Buffalo NY was a small, comfortable 
collection of transgender community 
members, transgender and non-trans-
gender health providers, educators, 
allies, and more. The range of work-
shop subjects appealed to a wide array 
of interests, everything was run smooth-
ly and without obvious issues, and it 
seemed that all involved enjoyed their 
time at the conference. The Gay Alli-
ance was able to make several new con-
nections, including some new additions 
for our Resource Directory. We look 
forward to returning for the fifth annu-
al Trans Wellness Conference next year.

NYS wants info on trans 
insurance experiences

The NYS Department of Financial 
Services has issued a Circular Letter in 
December 2014 requiring private health 
insurance plans in our state to cover all 
medically-necessary care for treatment 
of gender dysphoria. With the one-year 
anniversary of this policy approach-
ing, the LGBT Task Force of Health 
Care for All New York (HCFANY) is 
attempting to determine whether pri-
vate health insurance plans are comply-
ing with this policy.

Transgender individuals, as well as 
their clinicians and advocates, are invit-
ed to share their experiences with state 
officials at “listening sessions” to be 
held this fall in three locations: Albany, 
New York City and Rochester. The goal 
of these sessions is to identify systemic 
problems with insurer compliance with 
the transgender coverage policy, so that 
we can work with state officials and 
insurers to address the problems. The 
sessions will be invitation-only and will 
not be open to the public or media for 
confidentiality purposes; we are taking 
special steps to ensure the comfort of 
transgender individuals who are willing 
to testify.

The state seeks to highlight the 
wide range of challenges transgender 
individuals experience when trying to 
use their private health coverage to 
obtain needed care. For example, such 
problems might include obtaining pre-
certification approval, denials of cover-
age for surgical procedures and lengthy 
appeal processes. Please note that these 
experiences must have taken place since 
December 2014, when the new policy 
was issued, and must concern private 
insurance coverage, not Medicaid cover-
age (which we will scrutinize in a later 
stage of this process.)   Please direct all 
Medicaid stories to the email NYtrans-
Survey@gmail.com, and we will reach 
out in the next phase of this project.

If you have a recent story about how 

you, your client or your patient has had 
difficulty obtaining approvals for pri-
vate health insurance coverage of trans-
gender care, please fill out the form 
at  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
NYTransHealth, and a member from 
the Health Transgender Health Coverage 
Work Group  will get in touch shortly.   
Paper versions of the survey are available 
upon request.  

URMC seeks 
participants for study 
on exercise intervention 
for cancer survivors

The Wilmot Cancer Center at 
URMC is conducting a study on Exer-
cise Intervention for LGBT Cancer Sur-
vivors and Caregivers.

Participation in the study would last 
seven to eight weeks. The total time for 
the baseline visit is approximately three 
hours, and there is no charge to take 
part, and little to no risk to participants.

The Center is looking to enroll 140 
participants. Each participant will be 
paid $35 for completing both assess-
ments, and will receive an EXCAP exer-
cise kit.

For more information, contact Nikki 
Murray, MS, Health Project Coordina-
tor, at 276-4638 or nicole_murray@
urmc.rochester.edu, or Charles Kamen, 
PhD, Research Assistant Professor, at 
275-9958 or charles_kamen@urmc.
rochester.edu.

What is “Voice Your 
Vision Rochester”?

The New York State’s Department of 
Minority Health Council recognizes the 
need for more connected and coordinat-
ed approaches for driving and sustaining 
change that are responsive to health out-
comes; the nature of local communities 
and their role.

The NYS Department of Health’s 
Minority Health Council was charged 
by the New York State’s Commissioner of 
Health, Dr. Howard Zuker to facilitate 
listening sessions to hear from the com-
munity in their own voice their health 
care challenges and possible solutions.   
The session, “Voice Your Vision: Roch-
ester” was hosted by Coordinated Care 
Services, Inc. on Saturday, Oct. 3, at the 
Franklin School Campus.

Nancy Shelton of Coordinated Care 
Services told The Empty Closet, “There 
was much positive energy generated 
from the 150 community volunteer and 
attendees.   The experience was pleasant 
and warm, some critical information was 
collected, and important lessons were 
learned.   This listening session demon-
strated to the community how to create 
an atmosphere where people feel wel-
comed and motivated to participate in 
their own way. From a delicious break-
fast, steel drum music, creation of a Safe 
Space, activities for the children, exercise 
routine, bike riding, free haircuts, small 
table conversations, powerful speakers, 
poetry… to the simple act of neighbors 
greeting neighbors – this event felt less 
like a community meeting, and more like 
a family reunion.”  

There were several table topics of 
discussion in which attendees selected 
where they wanted to contribute and 
could move freely about the room and go 
from table to table.

Table topics included Women’s 
Health, Taking  Charge of Your Health 
(health literacy; community education; 
social marketing), Violence and Trauma 
(a public health issue), The Faith Com-
munity (How the Faith Community 
impacts behavior change; their role in 
the community), Seeking Services in the 

Community (Physical/Mental and Social 
Services), Youth & Adolescent Health, 
Aging & Elder Care, People With Dis-
abilities (deaf/hard of hearing; mobil-
ity challenges; blind/visually impaired), 
LGBTQ Health and Men’s Health (in a 
Barber Shop setting).

What was “Voice Your Vision Roch-
ester”?

In keeping with emerging trends in 
research and practice, the New York 
State’s Minority Health Council rec-
ognizes the need for more connected 
and coordinated approaches for driv-
ing and sustaining change that are 
responsive to the nature of local com-
munities and their role.   To build 
upon Models/frameworks that have 
proven successful in engaging/involv-
ing racial and ethnic populations as 
active participants in the planning, 
design, implementation and evaluation 
of health interventions, the Minority 
Health Council’s focus for 2015 is to 
convene listening sessions in Buffalo, 
Rochester, and Albany due these cit-
ies being defined as Minority Areas 
(“MA” - areas with a 40 percent or 
greater racial and ethnic populations) 
within New York State.

By learning what the problems are 
and what may be needed to strength-
en, empower and sustain communities 
and ultimately improve health out-
comes, the Department of Health will 
have a better understanding on how 
to develop policies, allocate resourc-
es, and support an infrastructure that 
works best for communities across 
the state.  In this context, New York 
State’s Commissioner of Health, Dr. 
Howard Zucker, charged the Minor-
ity Health Council to convene these 
sessions to get a better understand-
ing - from the voice of those impact-
ed about: What you see as the health 
care challenges facing this communi-
ty? What would our community look 
like if you had everything you want-
ed? What assets does your community 
have that can help make your commu-
nity better? Who are the stakeholders 
for accountability? (Remember, health 
care providers often do not live in the 
communities in which they work). If 
you had everything you needed, how 
would you know if your interventions 
were successful?

Findings collected from this event 
will be compiled by the Minority 
Health Council to be used to develop 
recommendations that will be present-
ed to the Hew York State Department 
of Health’s Commissioner. The report 
will shape core-guiding principles for 
the Department of Health to develop/
and or implement health policies, strat-
egies, programs, and activities across 
culturally, linguistically, and racially 
diverse, and multi-ethnic communities 
to strengthen, empower and sustain 
communities and ultimately improve 
health outcomes.”   

The event was primarily attended 
by people of color.

Town hall meeting looks 
at LGBT health issues

Do you have questions about your 
health issues and the healthcare system? 
The results are in from the LGBT Health 
and Human Services Needs Assessment 
Survey.

The town hall meeting on Nov. 9 will 
share that information in the Rochester 
area. It’s 7-9 p.m. at the Rochester Acad-
emy of Medicine, 1441 East Ave.

Approximately 3,800 surveys and 
over 20 focus groups have provided the 
information. Light refreshments and 
snacks will be provided. The event is 
sponsored by the Gay Alliance, Trillium 
Health and MOCHA. ■
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LGBTQ Living

By Susan Jordan
The bars have always been refuges for 

LGBTQ people. In the Bad Old Days, 
gay bars were the only places where gay, 
lesbian, bi and gender non-conforming 
people could socialize – and even there 
police raids and lurking gay bashers pre-
sented dangers.

The negative side, which shouldn’t be 
ignored, was that this created generations 
of alcoholics. The positive side was that 
bar regulars became like family for those 
whose families had rejected them. The 
bars were home and community for a lot 
of people who otherwise would have been 
completely isolated. 

Even today, when LGBTQ folks have 
no end of places to meet and socialize 
(although danger still lurks), some bars 
continue to be like “Cheers” – places 
“where everybody knows your name”. 
The Avenue Pub, 522 Monroe Ave., is 
one such.

Katie Haney has worked at the Pub 
as bartender, security and cook for 10 
years. Although the family and employ-
ees went through tragedy this past year 
with the loss of owner Gary Sweet, Katie 
says, “The bar hasn’t slipped a beat. We’re 
a family – we all stick together. We miss 
Gary but we aren’t going anywhere any-
time soon.”

Katie comes from a small town in the 
Syracuse area, and arrived in Rochester to 
attend St. John Fisher – and to come out. 
She said, “I stayed in Rochester because 
it’s much easier to be out here than in Syr-
acuse, especially in my small town.”

After college Katie worked at TJ Fri-
days for 15 years, and at other places, 
including doing security at the old Muth-
er’s. “I learned bartending at TJ Fridays,” 
she said, “and since then I’ve learned dif-
ferent things from different people. I’ve 
met some amazing people over the years.”

The Pub employs six bartenders and 
two doormen, and Katie and Deb Kline 
run the kitchen. Katie started out doing 
the door and helping out in the kitchen. 

At first, she says, Gary was reluctant to 
have a woman at the door, but then one 
night there was a scuffle. “I took the guy 
out and then Gary said, ‘Let’s talk again’.”

Katie now tends bar on Tuesday nights 
and Sundays, when the Pub opens at noon 
and everyone watches the Bills game, or what-
ever football game is on. She is in the kitchen 
Wednesdays through Saturdays. On Wednes-
days the menu is steak and comfort food, and 
on Friday the famous fish fry. Thursdays and 
Saturdays there is a regular menu.

“Everything’s home made,” Katie said. 
“Deb and I buy produce at the Public 
Market and restaurant supply outlets; for 
meat we have a butcher. We serve every-
thing from chicken fingers and burgers to 
full dinners. We have specials every day.”

She also tends bar, and says, “A bar-
tender is somebody who will talk and lis-
ten to you. Everybody has a story. I still 
hear new stories all the time. That’s my 
favorite part of bartending – being part of 
the community. I call it my second fam-
ily. But I’m very lucky to have a very open 
family of my own.”

Katie enjoys creating new drinks. She 
said, “I try to stay on the edge of what’s 
new out there for cocktails. I go online, or 
if I go out somewhere I ask the bartend-
ers what’s their favorite drink. My favor-
ite drink to make is the Sex Bomb – it’s 
like Sex on the Beach but with a kick. 
It’s vodka, peach schnapps and cranberry 
juice, topped with Red Bull – that’s where 
the kick comes in.”

As for her own favorite drink, she says, 
“I’m a simple whiskey girl – a Jamison girl. 
It’s the Irish in me.”

The hard part of tending bar, she 
said, is that “the days when you don’t feel 
cheerful you still have to have a smile on 
your face. But if you’re having a bad day, 
everyone here supports you. It’s my ideal 
job – my life is cooking and bartending.”

Katie lives in the Neighborhood of the 
Arts and says she loves it. “There’s always 
something to do,” she said. “Everybody is 
so open, too. It’s the center of everything!”

10 remaining lesbian 
bars where we should all 
hang out
By Ellen Wall on The Advocate

Lesbian bars were once ubiquitous in 
the United States, with each major city 
playing host to several. Their numbers 
have been dwindling, however, partly 
because the lesbian community has spread 
out, and partly because it’s hard to target 
a business at less than five percent of the 
population. The ones that remain have 
to be more inviting of straight and male 
patrons in order to stay afloat, but at their 
hearts they are still a stronghold for the 
queer girl community.

Here is a tribute to the top ten lesbian 
bar holdouts in the US. May they stay 
open for years to come.

Cubbyhole - New York, NY When 
you think of the New York lesbian scene, 
you think of Cubbyhole. This quirky bar 
in the West Village has been around for 
over 20 years. You could get lost staring at 
the hundreds of decorations on the ceil-
ing, but why do that when there are so 
many cute girls around?

Wildrose - Seattle, WA One of the lon-
gest running lesbian bars in the country, 
Wildrose has been a staple of the Seattle 
lesbian community for over three decades. 
The bar has a slightly dive-y feel to it, 
but they have delicious tacos and kara-
oke night. Don’t miss their pride events 
in June.

 Phase 1 - Washington, DC Estab-
lished in the days of Stonewall, Phase 1 
is the oldest American lesbian bar. They 
sponsor Capital Pride every year and 
started a music festival called Phazefest 
that’s grown so big they had to find other 
venues to host the events. Countering 
the trend of the disappearing lesbian bar, 
Phase 1 has even opened a second location 
in Dupont.

Sue Ellen’s - Dallas, TX In the super-
gay Oak Lawn/Cedar Springs neighbor-

hood in Dallas sits this two story club 
dedicated to women. The drinks are 
cheap, and the live music is good. Mon-
days and Thursdays are for karaoke, and 
Tuesdays feature a drag/burlesque show. 
If the music gets too loud or if you’re not 
a fan of dancing, you can go hang out on 
the outdoor patio or at the pool tables.

5. L4 Lounge - Charlotte, NC L4 
stands for “love for everyone,” and they 
mean it. Everyone is welcome here, 
although the crowd is still primarily 
women. They have hookah, dancing, drag 
shows, and the occasional jello wrestling 
tournament. It is also worth noting that 
they serve chicken and waffles. 

Lipstick Lounge - Nashville, TN A 
lesbian bar that serves brunch. what more 
could a girl want? They also feature live 
music, karaoke, and trivia night, but 
the best weekly event is probably Cards 
Against Humanity, MC’d by drag queens.

Blush & Blu - Denver, CO This cof-
feeshop has a bar inside. Or maybe it’s 
a bar with a coffeeshop. Either way, it is 
a hub for queer women looking to play 
pool, read in the book loft, go on a blind 
date, perform at a Sunday open mic, or 
even play poker.

My Sister’s Room - Atlanta, GA Atlan-
ta is a mecca for gay men in the South, but 
queer women can get their girl on at My 
Sister’s Room. They recently moved to a 
lovely new location in Midtown. While 
their drag shows normally feature queens, 
they also put on the occasional king per-
formance.

Ginger’s - Brooklyn, NY This bar in 
Park Slope is open 365 days a year. They 
have bingo and karaoke, and they bill 
Friday night as singles night. There’s also 
a fantastic patio in the back and a pool 
table. Just keep in mind that it’s cash only!

   10. Gossip Grill - San Diego, CA 
This mostly-outdoor venue has good vibes 
and friendly staff, and they’re open for 
lunch as well as at night! The 80s brunch 
on Saturday is not to be missed, nor is 
their summer Sunday music fest, Souliel.
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Gay Alliance Library to close until after move
The Library & Archives of the GAGV will close to the public until the 

Alliance move to its new location at 100 College Ave.
At this time the Library is unable to accept any new donations of books, 

but may be able to take primary source or significant rare collections. Vol-
unteers will attempt to honor any special requests for materials, but much of 
the library will be packed up for the duration of the move.

Please contact the Library with questions at library@gayalliance.org or at 
585-244-8640.

Katie Haney of the Avenue Pub

Cubbyhole, NYC
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Family owned and operated 
with over 30 years experience.
Licensed Master Plumber

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY SERVICE
Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning

Phone: 585-342-9251
www.plumbingplusny.com

$15 off 
coupon for 
any service

Sewer & Drain Cleanings

Backflow device testing

Hot water heaters

Plumbing repairs 
(ie: toilets, faucets, sinks)

Sump pumps

Heating repair

Installation of 
 Heating systems
 Air conditioning systems

Air Conditioning repairs

New construction

Residential and 
Commercial experts
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5th ANNUAL 
HODGE PODGE LODGE

24-Hour  Party
It begins Thanksgiving Night, 

Nov. 26 at 11pm
and goes until 10pm Friday, Nov. 27

HODGE PODGE LODGE
Remember... If We Don’t Have It, You Don’t Need It

Wear Your Pajamas • We’ll Have Ours On   

571 Stone Road, Greece, NY • Phone: 585-621-5111
Huge Vendor Discounts! • Lots of Food • Live DJ

Pajama

Legal name change?
Birth certificate amendment?
You’ll need those forms notarized!
Our Notary can help!
Schedule a free appointment today!
Call 585 244-8640 or email: 
info@gayalliance.org
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Shoulders to Stand On
A Community’s 
Response To AIDS 
– Early Rochester 
Community AIDS 
Education
By Evelyn Bailey

With the identification of AIDS in 
June, 1981 by Dr. Michael Gottlieb, U of 
R Medical Center trained physician, the 
CDC in September 1981 chose Roches-
ter as one of six U.S. cities where a special 
watch for cases of pneumacystis and also 
AIDS – known in 1983 as the “gay can-
cer” -- was undertaken.

The CDC assigned Dr. Alain Roqsin 
at the Monroe County Health Depart-
ment to watch for these cases.  Over 
the next 24 months, Sue Cowell at the 
University Health Services, the Monroe 
County Health Department, and the U of 
R Medical Center Infectious Disease Unit 
began educating the community about 
this “new” disease.

 The Empty Closet newspaper became 
the primary source for information on the 
disease. The EC began AIDS Updates in 
June, 1983 and an AIDS Directory begin-
ning in May 1990. Beginning in May 
1983 Sue Cowell wrote a monthly column 
on Health which covered information 
about AIDS, and issues in both women’s 
and men’s health. 

The Rochester community responded 
quickly to this new infectious disease, 
AIDS. Through the leadership of the 
University of Rochester, the Gay Alliance, 
and the New York State Health Depart-
ment’s AIDS Institute, the infrastructure 
for dealing with this disease began to be 
put in place. In 1982, Sue Cowell at the 
University Health Services began holding 
meetings with an ad hoc group of volun-
teers to address the needs of local persons 
with AIDS, a local AIDS hotline was 
staffed by volunteers at the Gay Alliance, 
Dr. Tom Rush at the U of R Medical 
Center Infectious Disease Unit began the 
first local clinic for AIDS (October, 1982).

In April 1983 the first local AIDS 
prevention literature was produced with 
the help of the American Red Cross. In 
May 1983 the ad hoc group of volun-
teers became AIDS Rochester, and the 
first symposium for medical providers 
was held at the Monroe County Medi-
cal Society with Dr. Michael Gottlieb, 
MD as guest speaker. In the fall of 1983, 
the Rochester Area Task Force On AIDS 
(RATFA) was established, and served as 
an advisory board to AIDS Rochester. 
Drs. Roy Steigbigel and Ray Mayewski 
were among the first doctors to see AIDS 
patients here in Rochester. At the end of 
1983 there were 4,156 AIDS cases nation-
wide.  There were seven cases in Monroe 
County. 

 In March, The Empty Closet ran the 
front page story, “AIDS Threat Increases: 
Two Cases Contracted Locally.” As aware-
ness grew that AIDS was a threat in areas 
outside of NYC, County Manager Lucien 
Morin, designated Monday, September 10 
through Sunday, September 16 as the first 
AIDS Awareness Week with a proclama-
tion and a range of educational events. 

In the September 1984 issue of the 
EC, Jackie Nudd, Executive Director of 
AIDS Rochester, Inc., said,  “Lucien 
Morin’s proclamation is an indication 
that local leaders are truly taking a look 
at what AIDS means to the general com-
munity.  One of the general functions of 
AIDS Awareness Week is to educate aad 
reach out to all segments of the commu-
nity.”  

A symposium on AIDS was held on 
Sept. 10 at the Clifton Springs Hospital 
and Clinic for health care workers from 
a four-county area.  A second symposium 
sponsored by AIDS Rochester Inc. and 
the Infectious Control Unit at Strong 
Memorial hospital was held on Sept. 14 

at the Rochester Academy of Medicine. 
Seven speakers including Jackie Nudd; 
David Putnam, the AIDS Public Health 
Representative for the New York State 
Department of Health and Dr. Wil-
liam Valenti, an epidemiologist at Strong 
Memorial Hospital and co-chairman of 
the Rochester Area Task Force on AIDS 
discussed a variety of  AIDS-related top-
ics, including Treatment, psycho-social 
issues, reporting of AIDS cases, dental 
problems of persons with AIDS  commu-
nity awareness, resources and education.

On Sept. 14 an open forum on AIDS, 
free and open to the public, sponsored by 
AIDS Rochester Inc. and the Gay Men’s 
Health Center of New York City, was held 
in Hubbell Auditorium at the Univer-
sity of Rochester. Along with education, 
local community fundraising was critical 
to support AIDS research and other ser-
vices. AIDS Rochester in January of 1984 
received $40,000 from NYS AIDS Insti-
tute, but state moneys were not available 
for ALL of the services that were needed, 
and so local communities had to step up 
to the plate.  Rochester did.

AIDS Rochester continued the AIDS 
hotline, the U. of R. and the County 
Health Department continued to edu-
cate the community, and the EC covered 
the AIDS story across the country.  By 
the end of 1984 there were 9,920 AIDS 
cases nationwide and 12 cases in Monroe 
County.  Within five years the number 
of cases in the Rochester area would rise 
to 300.

Shoulders To Stand On will continue 
the history of A Community’s Response 
To AIDS in the next issue, focusing 
on education and testing. Shoulders To 
Stand On is proud of the early work done 
by AIDS Rochester, the County Health 
Department and the U. of R. in educat-
ing a frightened community about an epi-
demic that overwhelmed the community.
Educating the public, researching a cure, 
improving treatment continue today. We 
are by no means finished.  

Melissa Mead receives 
Messinger Libraries 
Recognition Award

Melissa Mead, the John M. & Barbara 
Keil University Archivist and Rochester 
Collections Librarian, has been instru-
mental in digitizing and preserving The 
Empty Closet newspaper from 1970 to 
the present, making it available online 
through the University of Rochester’s 
Library portal.

Melissa has been and will continue to 
be a resource for digitizing and archiving 
Rochester’s LGBT history. Shoulders to 
Stand On is proud to recognize Melissa’s 
contributions to the Rochester LGBT 
community and the University of Roch-
ester, and the assistance she has given to 
researchers. Congratulations on receiving 
the 2015 Messinger Libraries Recognition 
Award for outstanding service as the Uni-
versity archivist!

The Center for AIDS 
Research: Who, What, 
Where, When

In May, 2013 the University of Roch-
ester was named a Center for AIDS 
Research (CFAR) by the National Insti-
tutes of Health, a designation that infuses 
$7.5 million into HIV/AIDS work across 
the University and places it amongst the 
best in the nation for research to improve 
the prevention, detection and treatment 
of the disease.

The new award spans five years and 
will be used to form unique collabora-
tions, such as between the Department of 
Neurology at the Medical Center and the 
Institute of Optics on the River Campus, 
with the goal of delivering high-impact 
discoveries. Even more importantly, it 
will support the career development of the 
next generation of HIV/AIDS researchers 
– young investigators who will transform 
today’s discoveries into new treatments or 
practices – through mentoring programs 
and pilot grants.

Stephen Dewhurst, Ph.D., vice dean 
for research at the University of Roch-
ester School of Medicine and Dentistry, 
is co-director of CFAR with Michael C. 
Keefer, M.D., director of the Univer-
sity’s NIH-supported HIV Vaccine Tri-
als Unit. CFAR will include two major 
working groups.  The first, led by Harris 
“Handy” A. Gelbard, M.D., Ph.D., direc-
tor of the Center for Neural Development 
and Disease and an international expert 
on HIV-associated dementia, will focus 
on the virus’ affect on the brain and what 
it means for aging patients. The second, 
led by David H. Mathews, M.D., Ph.D., 
associate professor in the Department of 
Biochemistry and Biophysics, will focus 
on HIV RNA biology. 

Other major players in the UR CFAR 
include Amneris E. Luque, M.D., head 
of the AIDS Center, and James McMa-
hon, Ph.D., associate professor in the 
School of Nursing, who will jointly direct 
the CFAR’s clinical and translational 
research activities. In addition, Sanjay B. 
Maggirwar, Ph.D., associate professor of 
Microbiology and Immunology, will lead 
the CFAR’s basic research activities, and 
Hulin Wu, Ph.D., director of the Center 
for Integrative Bioinformatics and Exper-
imental Mathematics (CIBEM), will 
oversee the CFAR’s biostatistics, bioin-
formatics and biomathematical modeling 
research activities and support services. 
Finally, Jennifer Lynch, Senior Associate, 
will serve as the CFAR’s main administra-
tor and the glue that holds the program 
together, says Dewhurst.

For more information go to: www.
urmc.rochester.edu/center-for-aids-
research.  

Nov. 19 event features 
famed HIV physician

UR presents “HIV/AIDS From the 
Beginning To the End: An Evening With 
Dr. Michael Gottlieb”.

On Nov. 19, Dr. Gottlieb will be in 
Rochester to share his story as a pioneer 
in fighting AIDS. A panel of experts from 
the U of R will also discuss new HIV/
AIDS research and their mission. The 
event is sponsored by the Center for AIDS 
Research and the Gay Alliance and takes 
place on Thurs., November 19, 5:30-
7:30 p.m., at U of R Bloch Alumni and 
Advancement Center.

History Corner                                                                                                                    
A Monthly Newspaper of The Gay 

Brotherhood of Rochester, NY
713 Monroe Avenue, Room 4, Roch-

ester, N Y l4607
(716) 244-8640
November, 1975   NO 55
FOCUS: November is invariably 

focused on elections. This issue culmi-
nates two months of research by numer-
ous new staff members. A chart of 
candidates’ responses appears on Pg. 8, 
complimented by briefer (clip-out) voting 
guide p.10. The results are very positive! 

Separate articles report on the south pg. 9 
and east pg.6 - district city council races, 
the ERA pg.10 and a summary of the sur-
vey results pg.8. Our interest was recipro-
cated by the candidates. Several requested 
endorsements and/or campaign workers. 
Mayor Ryan, running for re-election in 
the east district, granted an audience with 
local gay leaders – making history for the 
Rochester gay movement! Our excitement 
is dampened, though, by New York City’s 
failure over their own civil rights ordi-
nance  (p. l). Walt Dulaney, a promising 
newcomer to the Empty Closet staff has 
a photo and essay  p.7 and a book review 
(p.3). Dennis, another staff addition tells 
about the woes of smalltown amerikkka 
g.l3.

The regular crew (warped though we 
may be) continues to offer the regular 
menu of news, commentary, social scene, 
and Closetary Comix. If you catch the 
spirit, why not join us! Our work has 
increased far faster than our staff!

Do you want to read this issue of the 
Empty Closet?  

Here is the link: http://www.library.
rochester.edu/rbscp/EmptyCloset

                    On that page click on:  
Browse the Empty Closet issues. Go to 
1975 – November.

GAY BROTHERHOOD MEET-
INGS

November 2: THE GREAT  PUMP-
KIN COFFEE HOUSE

November 9:  Coming out with one’s 
family.

November 16: Gay Sado/Masochism 
discussed

November 23:  Business meeting
November 30: No scheduled meeting 

due to Thanksgiving, however office will 
be open. ■
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Columnists

Growing Up
LEMONADE

By Eric Bellmann
I am deter-

mined to turn this 
into a positive expe-
rience. And if that 
isn’t wholly possible 
at least to find relief 
in humor.

It’s time for a 
colonoscopy. Yech. 

I thought of starting out by saying I want 
to back Katie Couric into a corner and 
beat the crap (bad pun) out of her. But she 
did a good thing by trying to promote the 
procedure on national television; after all 
she lost her first husband to colon cancer. 
But jeez Katie, live on national TV? 

The procedure normally is done every 
ten years but as we age the intervals 
shrink. The next one for me comes five 
years after the last one. Time does not 
dilute memory.

What I remember clearly despite the 
haze of medication is the doctor’s voice 
telling me that next time, due to some dif-
ficulties, most likely I would have a “vir-
tual” colonoscopy.

The difficulties relate to the fact that 
I have a tightly wound and fairly narrow 
colon. Thanks for the info, doc.

What doesn’t change is the prep and 
that’s the part, when you announce the 
immanent procedure to your peers, they 
roll their eyes and groan. It is a common 
nightmare.

So we’ll skip the unpleasant details.
The good news is that sans medica-

tion we don’t have to coerce someone to 
drive us back and forth. Aging folks cher-
ish the ability to drive, fearing that some-
day this freedom may be withdrawn. Not 
today, not yet. A faint ray of independence 
remains.

After the unpleasantness of prep is 
behind us (again, bad pun) and, parched 
(no liquids) and suffering a caffeine-
deprivation-induced headache, we head 
off to the hospital. At this point you think 
there’s nothing worse than a caffeine 
induced headache. Ha ha.

My determination to put a personal 
touch and a happy time on this event 
started when I booked the appointment. 
Natalie (always get the name of the per-
son to whom you are speaking) seems 
quite pleasant. I tell her that in my previ-
ous colonoscopies at a different facility I 
had the great good fortune of knowing my 
nurse. Turns out a best friend’s son, a guy 
I’ve known since he was a kid, is a nurse 
and once he spotted my name on this list 
of patients, switched his schedule and 
stood by my side. Twice, ten years apart. 
Great guy. That, I tell Natalie, made a dif-
ference. So, I continue with Nat, can she 
book a good-looking male nurse to attend 
me? “That’s possible.” Perhaps there will 
be a silver lining in what otherwise may 
be a grey, grey day.

I don’t much like this new facility. 
Admittedly the parking is easier and the 
volunteers, all, I suspect, grateful survi-
vors of grisly experiences, are insistently 
warm and helpful. Right, they aren’t hav-
ing their asses explored today. Maybe it’s 
just my gay sensibilities but this joint defi-
nitely needs updating. Bad décor. Can I 
help it if I have refined aesthetic taste? 
What the hell, I fill out forms, make nice 
with whoever asks me my name and birth 
date the umpteenth time. Fear breeds 
compliance.

Bill is not hot. He is a notch above Jack 
who I spot in the hallway. Maybe Bill is 

the best that Natalie could rouse. I hate 
to think she forgot my request. Judy, who 
is short and peppy, holds my hand. They 
go through the routine. Where I must sit, 
what they will do, how I will feel, how 
long it will take, etc. This is boiler plate. 
I’m no dummy.

All I have consoled myself with is 
the basic fact that the damn probe is not 
going to go slithering through my body. 
Because it can’t. My narrow colon makes 
me vulnerable. You don’t want to think 
too much about vulnerability. A pierced 
colon does not lead to mere grimaces of 
pain. Do not follow this train of thought. 

However, they’ve got to see what’s 
going on and that means, wait for it, they 
have to inflate the colon. Simply put, they 
blow air up your ass. My ass, actually.

One of the things I get a kick out of 
is when doctors, about to perform a rectal 
exam, always apologize in advance about 
causing discomfort. Yoo, hoo, I’m gay. 
My ass has, in its day, seen some action. 
Set your mind at ease, doc. Bill does his 
speech. Clarity comes in a flash, “Hey, 
Bill, what happens to all that air after-
wards?” Yep. You fart forever.

So, we begin. In goes the probe, in 
goes the air. Ohhh, new sensation.  I glide 
into the machine. A voice tells me to hold 
my breath, then to breath. Out I slide. 
Alas, we are not finished. Roll to one side, 
lie on your back. Judy helps me into vari-
ous new positions. More holding breath. 
More air pumped in. This is taking more 
time than I imagined. So, the jokes begin.

“So, Bill, when did you decide on this 
as a career?” “Hey, Judy, tell me about 
weird tattoos you’ve seen.” Judy tells me 
about seeing her first Prince Albert. (Look 
it up.)

It did not charm her. I reflect on the 
hours these hard working souls have spent 
looking at aged hairy asses. Not like the 
buzz I get in the shower at the gym.

A faceless doc in another room checks 
the x ray screen and declares the proce-
dure complete. Bill says there was one 
hard to document area basically because 
there still was some liquid in that sec-
tion of my colon. This significance of 
this observation does not register. All I’m 
thinking about is where and when I will 
eat food, chunky, bad food washed down 
by cup after cup of strong coffee. 

Much later in the day I understand 
what effects liquid and air will have. I am 
like a two year old for the rest of the day. 
I am, no one should be surprised to know, 
still full of crap.

Email: EricLBellmann@gmail.com

Cleaning My Closet
A DEVIL OF A TIME

By Meredith 
Elizabeth Reiniger

My aging body 
is a spook house. 
Every dark corner 
hides a BOO!

Naughty Ghost 
of Long-Ago-Up-
the-Stairs Fallings 
is soundly secreted 

in my sciatic nerve, two shoulders, one 
knee, and my back and its bits.  Naughty 
tolerates no repetitive arm motion, no 
bending, no running. No jumping-jacks. 
No jumping-jills. No and never volunteer-
ing on Flower City Habitat for Humanity 
building sites. Yes, a wide-ranging assort-
ment of life altering NO’s. 

Okay, ok, I get it. I fully understand 
that when My Memory Manager fails, 
Naughty retaliates by tightly double-knot-

ting my muscles and thoroughly supernat-
ural-gluing my tendons. 

Thus mindful of possible long-term 
consequences, I have graciously, perhaps 
not silently, navigated bumps in several 
learning curves. Entering and exiting my 
car, their SUV, her Jeep. Winter walking. 
Gardening with limitations. 

In these Declining Years, I am on 
familiar terms with many annoying 
Haunting Harms. But recently, a serious 
BOO . . . never in my wildest nightmares. 
My life has been permanently altered by a 
Horror Show. Every spring and summer 
in perpetuity, Horror’s theme song will be 
on my Top Ten Hit List: Charting at #1 
“You Take My Breath Away” by Anaphy-
laxis and the Yellow Jackets.

In my personal-forever, the specter of 
death will work undercover as an East-
ern Yellowjacket, ready to perform its 
Wing’ed Horror Show. Armed with a 
firmly attached Stinger, a single preda-
tory wasp might, at any time dawn to 
dusk, violate the perimeters of Spook 
House Me.  Its pointed, barbed Sting will 
discharge vicious venom and… AND! 
release a tattletale chemical that will mark 
me ENEMY. Should I encounter an (eas-
ily) alarmed warrior, I must not make 
aggressive swats. I must oh-yes-run, bolt-
ing to shelter to escape a gang attack by 
infuriated Hive Security. 

Terror started last month. I was weed-
ing. It was worried. It circled my head, 
dipped under my hat brim, and stabbed 
my cheek.

BIG BOO, shouted my sinister Hista-
mines. The exterior of Spook House ME 
immediately turned flame red. Gulping 
3 Benadryl, 2 prednisone, and 2 Tylenol 
offered some relief. A bearable boo from 
gloomy corners.

But then. Another day, another weed, 
another aggressive Vestpula maculi-
frons.  Alarmed Yellowjacket guard, while 
wielding its lance-like weapon over and 
over and once again, penetrated my gar-
dening glove. Serial stinger. Despite med-
ication and ice packs, my arm, elbow to 
fingertips, swelled. The intense heat and 
pain were excruciating. I had to rely on 
the kindness of a friend to be my driver 
and my advocate. Together we heard my 
allergist’s These-Are-The-Golden-Years 
diagnosis: “It’s only [ONLY!?] a large, 
local reaction. But you need to start car-
rying an EpiPen.” Oh. 

Another this-here-is-your-life amend-
ment. Yearly I must purchase a $536.57 
2-Pak. (“We have not filled your prescrip-
tion because we are not sure you know 
it costs a lot,” explained sweet, young, 
immortal pharmacy clerk. Oh no, I’m not 
sure you understand my cost, gasped flab-
bergasted Spook House Me.) 

Okay; ok, got it. Yes, I will carry one 
of those adrenaline lifesavers on my vul-
nerable-person, snow melt to deep frost, 
until death do us part. 

Okay, independent elder, live in solu-
tions. I bought gauntlet, gardening gloves 
of goat skin. No. Stop. Stop weeding? So 
what?  Big deal. No, stop gardening. But, 
with limitations? No, stop. Stop? Ever-
more? For the relatively short rest of your 
life. Oh. Okay, yes, Gardening Elimi-
nation leaves empty days and a wound-
ed heart, but a not-to-be-undervalued 
still-beating heart. For sale: insufficient-
adjustment garden gloves.

Beware tricky situations: Adult wasp 
workers need proteins from meat and 
fish. Oh that. Place? My side yard. Time? 
sunshine day. Perp? Stealthy wasp, eating 
grilled-burger juice. Victim? I was watch-
ing birds. Just the facts. My cloth nap-
kin. I wiped my mouth. I landed in ER. 
Adrenaline shot. Benadryl drip, 7 hours. 
Survived. This time. 

Okay; ok, got it, another NO: Picnic 
Prohibition. And another: Patio Impos-
sibility. Moreover. Pond-side Perambu-
lations require proper, prior planning, 
painstaking preparation. Okay; ok. Porta-
ble Protection:  Pen? Pills? Phone? Check. 
Medical-alert bracelet? Perpetually. 

Certainly it is my awareness that really 
needs to be perpetual. They are every-
where. Yellowjackets live underground, in 
rodent burrows, and compost piles. They 

inhabit landscape timbers, fallen logs, 
stumps, people-made structures. They are 
riled by stomping, mowing (even from a 
distance), and nest-proximity. 

They also do not like their feasting 
to be interrupted. Wasp warriors need 
sweets… nectar, fruits. And an accom-
plice. Yikes. That depraved Bradford pear 
tree lurks at the edge of my driveway. Its 
plummeting fruit smashes. Wham: delec-
table dessert. Sipping predators block my 
exit. 

It is not my tree; its owner likes it just 
as it is, alive. So I developed a safety strat-
egy. Under cover of darkness, when wasp 
workers are fast oh-I-hope-so asleep, I will, 
after I soak pear piles with chemicals, bag 
and toss those temptations. Still wary I 
must be as wasps will repeatedly return to 
a former food source. Ever cautious, I will 
get my mail by simply driving through the 
blockade to the road. Then, because that 
stalking, Old Age Gotcha Apparition has 
thwarted my ability to back up, I will have 
to drive around the block to get nose-in 
aimed back to my garage. My stars, what 
silliness I must endure.

(Fortunately only my 2nd floor balco-
ny, next door neighbor, also-wrinkly-and-
old, lady will see me. My life is her reality 
show. I know this because she yoo-hooed 
me, “I watch everything you do.” I did 
explain that whenever she sees me naked, 
I will have to charge her a quarter. Cash, 
so I don’t have to report that income to 
IRS.) 

What to do? Hissing and moaning 
never brings resolution. Sure, I would like 
to live in harmony with all creatures of 
our shared planet. But I don’t speak their 
language. And I and my people have rav-
aged their land.

What to do? Use lure traps… making, 
mounting, and maintaining enough to be 
safe, 200 feet from my house and around 
my acre property, at 150 foot intervals? 
Crazy thinking. Stay in my house April 
through November?   I will not allow 
myself to create a prison of fear.

I did place an order . . .  a head to toe, 
of heavy-duty cotton, with thumb loops 
and foot straps, elastic wrist cuffs, dou-
ble-covered zipper-closures, and a three-
arched fencing veil . . . one beekeeper suit. 
Ghost resistant.

MeredithReiniger@gmail.com

Faith Matters
DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL 
DEBATE LEFT OUT LGBTQ 
ISSUES

By Rev. Irene  
Monroe

The  first Dem-
ocratic Presiden-
tial debate of the 
2016 season was an 
exemplary example 
of civil discourse 
compared to what 
the American pub-

lic witnessed with the GOP’s presidential 
debate.

And none of the candidates -- for-
mer Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, 
U.S. Senator of Vermont Bernie Sand-
ers, former Maryland Governor Martin 
O’Malley, former Governor of Rhode 
Island Lincoln Chafee and former U.S. 
Senator of Virginia Jim Webb -- trounced 
on each other.

CNN’s Anderson Cooper, Don 
Lemon, and Dana Bash quizzed the 
Democratic field about their views on 
a number of topics: marijuana, climate 
change, income inequality, NRA and 
gun  reform,   immigration and “Black 
Lives Matter,” to name a few. 

As CNN’s moderators exhausted their 
laundry list of questions, none, sadly, were 
focused on LGBTQ issues. I was shocked 
especially with two of the moderators not 
only openly gay but are also advocates 
of   LGBTQ justice --  Anderson Cooper 
and Don Lemon.

I wonder, in celebration of June’s his-
toric Supreme Court ruling — Oberge-
fell v. Hodge — that legalized same-sex 
marriage in all 50 states and then  Cait-
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lyn Jenner, formerly known as Bruce Jen-
ner,  coming out moment on the cover 
of  Vanity Fair, do  our elected officials 
as well as most Americans now feel our 
struggle for civil rights protection is over? 

Or, is it the thought that our concerns 
are now included and can be resolved 
in broader issues like income inequality, 
immigration, and “Black Lives Matter”? 

While the intersection of the above-
mentioned issues might give you a cursory 
depiction of the struggles of trans sisters of 
color, it won’t, however, convey the day-
to-day “state of emergency” this demo-
graphic group struggle with to stay alive. 
With transgender homicide on the rise 
(rose 11 percent from 2013 to 2014), the 
issue of trans violence  needs to be made 
central in this presidential campaign. 

For example, Kiesha Jenkins of Phila-
delphia is the 18th and most recent Afri-
can American trans sister murdered this 
year, and Melvin of Detroit, an African 
American gender non-conforming brother 
who wore female clothes, was found fatal-
ly shot and killed just a few weeks ago. 

I want the Democratic presidential 
hopefuls to be as invested in LGBTQ lives 
lost to police brutality as they are  about 
“Black Lives Matter.”

We all remember the death of Sandra 
Bland while in  police  custody  this sum-
mer. With the focus of police brutality 
on African-American males, the reality 
of unarmed African-American women 
being beaten, profiled, sexually violated, 
and murdered by law enforcement offi-
cials with alarming regularity is too often 
ignored.

When Bland was found hanging from 
a noose made of plastic bags in her Waller 
County, Texas, jail cell, the coroner’s 
report corroborated the police’s claim stat-
ing there were no obvious signs of such a 
violent struggle. But like Bland’s family 
and friends, I, too, cry out foul play. And 
that’s because of Waller County’s long and 
prideful history of keeping blacks in their 
place, including lynching. 

But police brutality isn’t just a black 
thing… at least not in Texas.

Just two hours south of Waller Coun-
ty, a gay white man, Jesse Jacobs, 32, died 
while in custody at the Galveston County 
Jail. While serving a 30-day DUI sen-
tence, Jacobs was deliberately denied his 
Xanax medication for anxiety. By the 
time Jacobs was rushed to the hospital 
after suffering a seizure — something 
common for those forced to abruptly go 
off Xanax — he was dead on arrival.

I know most of the Democratic can-
didates have taken legislative measures to 
support the LGBTQ community.

In 2013, Chafee  signed into law a 
bill legalizing same-sex marriage, making 
Rhode Island the last state of New Eng-
land states to obtain marriage equality. 

“I’ve had a great record of supporting 
LGBT issues,” Chafee said. “To me, it 
wasn’t only a civil rights issue, it was also 
an economic issue, and we genuinely want 
a tolerant society if you’re going to attract 
the best people in the military.” 

In May 2014, O’Malley  signed the 

state’s transgender rights bill.  The mea-
sure prohibits discrimination in housing, 
unemployment, credit and use of public 
accommodations.

Sanders has a perfect score of 100 per-
cent on the Human Rights Campaign’s 
latest Congressional Equality Index. 

  And Webb, well, like Clinton, 
he  recently evolved to support marriage 
equality.  

I  didn’t  feel fully spoken for in the 
presidential debate. I needed to have heard 
their support of my issues while most 
Americans were tuned in watching.

A Few Bricks Short
EMU YOUR PAIN

By David Hull
One day, not 

too long ago, I was 
looking through 
one of those healthy 
living magazines, I 
can’t remember 
exactly which one it 
was – I only know 
there was a hot, 

muscular, shirtless guy on the cover – hey, 
why else would I be reading the magazine?

Anyway, in that magazine I came 
across an advertisement for a new pain 
relieving gel with the main ingredient 
being all-natural emu oil. Yes, that’s right, 
a topical ointment made from the oil of 
those large, flightless, ostrich-like birds 
called emus.

Suddenly, another one of my brilliant, 
money-making ideas was rolling around 
in my head. Even more brilliant than my 
plan last summer to create and sell spot-
ted Bengal cats. 

Bengal cats are very valuable, rare 
felines covered with black, leopard-like 
markings. I wanted to trap the feral cats 
in our backyard, spray paint black spots 
on them and sell them to pet-collecting 
enthusiasts as rare Bengal cats. There’d 
just have to be a rule for the cats, like in 
that movie, Gremlins – “never get them 
wet!” Of course, my husband, Bernie 
immediately rejected my homemade Ben-
gal cat idea, but what could go wrong 
with my emu oil plan.

A few years ago, a nice retired couple 
who live down the road from us used an 
old barn and some empty pasture land out 
behind their house to start an alpaca farm.  

The alpacas look like miniature lla-
mas, eat lots of grass and don’t make any 
noise at all. Originally they began with 
just two alpacas, but they started breed-
ing them and now they have a herd of 
10! Every spring they trim off the alpacas’ 
fur – it’s officially called fiber – and they 
sell it and make money. And besides that, 
they make even more money off of their 
two male alpacas that they rent out for 
breeding purposes to other alpaca farms 
all over the state!

How difficult would it be for me to 
load a horny male emu in the backseat of 
my car and drive him all over the state to 
impregnate farms full of willing female 
emus? All I’d have to do is learn to tell the 

difference between male and female emus 
and I’d be all set.   

And with the holiday season quickly 
approaching, I’m always trying to think 
of some memorable Christmas gifts that 
I can make for friends and family. One 
of my cousins always makes up cute bags 
of hot chocolate mix she prepares herself 
and she puts it in hand-painted mugs. We 
have a friend who creates homespun, per-
sonalized ornaments for everyone. One 
year the couple with the alpaca farm gave 
us an alpaca scarf! I always want to create 
something like that – but I can never find 
anything original to make. Emu oil would 
be the perfect solution to my gift-giving 
problem. For Christmas I could present 
everyone with a ribbon-tied bottle of all-
natural, pain-relieving emu oil.

“I have a great idea,” I told Bernie. 
“And I think we’re going to be rich.”

“I told you to leave the feral cats 
alone,” replied my husband.

“No, no,” I said, showing him the 
advertisement in the magazine. “Instead 
of having an alpaca farm,” I explained. 
“We’ll have an emu farm. Emu oil is sup-
posed be good for pain relief, sunburn, 
dry skin, even chapped lips.”

Bernie shrugged his shoulders. “How 
is any of this going to make us rich?”

“Look, just like the alpaca farm col-
lects and sells the fiber from the alpacas 
every spring,” I said patiently. “Three or 
four times a year we’ll just squeeze the oil 
out of the emus and sell it.” 

Bernie sighed and rubbed his fore-
head. “Let me guess,” he grumbled. “You 
want me to build an emu press to help 
squeeze the oil out?”

“Well, you are handy with tools,” I 
said. “I’m sure you can come up with 
something.”

Bernie emitted another deep sigh. 
“You don’t realize the emu oil is actually 
harvested when the birds are butchered 
for the meat, do you?”

“What?” I gasped. “Butchered! No! 
You mean – people eat emus?”

“Yep.” Bernie nodded. “Emu steaks, 
emu patties, emu sausage; they say it tastes 
like chicken. They even make emu jerky.”

“That’s gross! Where did you learn all 
this?” I asked.

“The internet,” replied Bernie. “You 
can learn a lot online.”

“Oh,” I said. “I just usually watch 
porn.”

So, another great money-making 
scheme goes down the tubes. Too bad, 
because everyone is just getting another 
thoughtless, impersonal store-bought gift 
for Christmas again this year. Somehow, 
I’m sure the looks on the gift-receivers’ 
faces would have been quite memorable 
when I presented them with a bottle of 
freshly squeezed emu oil.

Contact David at davidhull59@aol.
com

What’s Bothering 
Brandon? 
YET ANOTHER REASON TO 
HIRE A VALET

By Brandon W.  
Brooks

When Myrtle 
Snow removes the 
sacred black lace 
veils from storage, 
she utters a line that 
truly resonates with 
me. Beholding their 
aged beauty she 

declares loudly, “Mothballs and history; 
it’s a cocktail I swoon for.”

I cannot agree more. History for me is 
less a record of events, wars and dates, but 
rather more a collection of images. When 
I think of the past, I think of what it 
looked like, how the world appeared and 
was valued aesthetically, and how people 
dressed. There is nothing more interesting 
to me than discovering the past through 
the very physical lens of dress. More than 
reading about bloody battles and dates 
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and treaties, the actual clothing of history 
provides a physical link with present real-
ity that we can instantly understand and 
appreciate. 

Clothing, especially clothing from the 
past, can tell us everything about a per-
son. It can tell us their sex, their position, 
their circumstance in life, their profession 
or trade (if they indeed had one), or even 
the state of emotionality of the person. 
The color and fabric used in a garment 
alone speaks volumes, but only if you 
know how to listen. 

The way in which we dress, and by 
extension fashion, has been held dear by 
us throughout time. It both enforces and 
transcends sex and gender, and outlives 
war and intrepid change. Fashion dolls, 
both small and life-size, were seen as so 
important to culture, so vital and essen-
tial to civilization, that even during the 
French Revolution warring nations made 
certain these dolls were spared. The bit-
terest of enemies would willingly hando-
ver fashion dolls, plates and pamphlets 
containing the latest tastes and modes in 
order that they should survive and pro-
liferate. 

Clothing from the past interests me 
greatly and I believe this has more to do 
with the function dress once performed 
as compared to today. Dress in the past 
had almost everything to do with one’s 
purpose or position in the world. It was 
purposefully designed not only to pres-
ent one’s circumstance to society, but also 
to impose it, certainly upon the wearer as 
well as the viewer.    

With today’s emphasis on personal 
comfort over form, this notion may seem 
harsh or simply “unfair” to some. Most 
of us shrink back when we hear the word 
“corset”, or imagine a women clutching a 
bedpost and wincing in pain with every 
pull of her strings. I won’t address how 
historically inaccurate this imagine is (so-
called “tight-lacing” was only really popu-
lar in the High Victorian period), but I 
will say most stays and corsets were worn 
by both men and women until the unset 
of puberty. This functioned not only as a 
means of training our bodies to move and 
be held in gracious positions suitable for 
court life, but also as a means by which 
our bodies literally grew into the form 
or mold of the corset. Women certainly 
remained in corsets and stays after puber-
ty and into middle age, these foundation 
garments being bespoke to their own bod-
ies and therefore relatively comfortable. At 
least by most historical accounts – just ask 
Dr. Lucy Worsley. 

This is how I see history in my mind 
– in terms of what it looked like. When 
I think of the mid-18th century I do 
not think of Absolutism or the burgeon-
ing American New World, I think of the 
wide pannier Robe à la française. I think 
of the Rococo, and imagine perfecting 
my own “Versailles glide.” When the 
English Regency comes to mind (as it so 
often does), I pay no attention to all those 
Georges, but instead ponder the pleats of 
Empire dresses and Neoclassicism.  There 
are, after all, a thousand-and-one ways to 
hold a fan.  

  Despite humanity’s reversal of gen-
dered-decoration in dress (nature allows 
its males all the fun), I still find it incred-
ibly fascinating. Women certainly seem 
to have the more fun end of the tailor’s 
stick, if at the cost of physical and men-
tal health.  

And there are many websites that cater 
to the tastes of those who would wish 
themselves to look more anachronistical-
ly dressed, but at a considerate financial 
cost. Just like modern-day dressing, we 
start with our undergarments. Look no 
further than periodcorsets.com. This site 
sells high quality and historically accurate 
undergarments, from slips and chemise, 
to panniers and hoop skirts and farthin-
gales, to corsets ranging from the Renais-
sance to the Depression. And don’t get me 
started on the petticoats.  

For footwear that is both exquisite-
ly crafted and historically accurate, try 
americanduchess.com. American Duch-
ess sells shoes and accessories also ranging 
from the Renaissance to the early 20th 

century.  These shoes are more moderate-
ly priced than historical undergarments, 
around the same price for a quality pair of 
contemporary shoes.  

When looking for actual dress and 
outwear, my best advice would be to 
peruse Etsy.com. Etsy is full of amazing 
homemade garments, bespoke to your 
needs, with a historical range that is lim-
ited only by one’s level of creativity and 
imagination (and historical accuracy!). 
This is where the big bucks can come into 
play, especially when considering the type 
of fabrics used, and the yardage. Ladies 
this is, again, where your price will be 
paid. 

Whether it’s morning dress, or mourn-
ing dress, what we wear speaks silent 
volumes to everyone around us. It can 
convey how we feel about life, the world 
around us, and ourselves, even if it is to 
say, “I don’t care.” I think it’s clear to most 
that I do in fact care, and if I had my way 
I’d be dressed in white tie as soon as the 
clock strikes 7 o’clock in the evening. 

And for the record, I prefer black pat-
ent-leather opera pumps to Oxfords any 
day. Grosgrain ribbon.   

Questions, comment or critique? Feel 
free to e-mail the author at:

brandonbrooks@mail.adelphi.edu  

Both Sides Now 
ABOVE AVERAGE
By Cora Treoir Duncan

This summer I started a FaceBook 
group called “Above Average Transgender 
Women”. My idea was formulated around 
a statistic I had found in the last year from 
the Williams Institute in California (the 
School that generated the National Trans 
Survey that appeared this past summer) 
that said the average age of a MtF in the 
US was 42, between 40-45.

I judged that there really was no single 
page on FaceBook (that I could find) that 
was ONLY for those TransWomen over 
the average age.

The interests and needs of older 
TransWomen are similar to many of our 
younger sisters but have important differ-
ences. One is that most of us have a career 
already, are in a second act avocation or 
are close to retirement. That gives us an 
economic advantage over our young sis-
ters who are yet to establish themselves in 
the work force and hindered by their tran-
sition in achieving a job.

Two is that our situation can be one 
of transition at our present job, which, 
depending on your situation, may be easi-
er now than ever before. 

After coming out myself very publicly 
in March 2015, I joined seven different 
FaceBook Transgender groups looking for 
stories of how people were dealing with 
being active and openly living their actual 
gender on a 24-7 basis.

It was my experience that the general 
Transgender FaceBook pages were domi-

nated overwhelmingly by the younger 
set either posting selfies and asking “Do 
I pass?” or by posts prefaced by Trigger 
Warnings (TW) of extreme Dysphoria or 
suicidal confessions that were thinly veiled 
cries for help. I spent a lot of time shoring 
up frail psyches with encouragement and 
affirmations and was discouraged by the 
small amount of older TransFolk that 
were participating in these open forums. 

Typically many of the younger Trans-
Women and TransMen who are on their 
own have not thought out the ramifica-
tions of their transition. The ones at col-
lege who are still being supported by their 
parents fare somewhat better, depending 
on whether their parents are sympathet-
ic to the changes and whether there are 
social support networks and groups avail-
able for them to ease their journey.

Those individuals that are on their 
own may be trapped in entry level jobs 
and suddenly faced with companies whose 
HR departments may or may not have 
diversity programs in effect and there-
fore struggle with ignorance, prejudice 
and downright discrimination. Let’s be 
frank... the successes are rare, but there 
are some out there, evident in the peo-
ple with a creative energy that is usually 
already present in their lives.

Then there are the individuals who 
are unemployed, whose commitment to 
their transition makes their possibility 
of being employed negligible or close 
to impossible. It seemed like all I was 
doing on these pages was giving advice 
about presentation to get a job. Also fac-
tor in the disconnect I felt seeing young 
TransWomen who could have been run-
way models even BEFORE they started 
HRT declaring they were ugly and cry-
ing “Gender Dysphoria” to explain their 
low self esteem and mental state. I wasn’t 
mad at them, but at 64 I just couldn’t 
relate.

I did find other more mature Trans-
gender Men and Women who seemed to 
be doing the same mentoring and advis-
ing. The longer I stayed on those pages 
the more time I spent with issues beyond 
being Trans, that were more related to liv-
ing life as a whole, healthy, centered indi-
vidual... which was what I was looking 
for: seeking a life of balance. After a year 
of living in stealth mode below the radar 
I was ready to really step out and beyond 
most of that first year’s novelty. Where 
was support for me and my age group?

As last summer approached I finally 
decided that if there wasn’t a group spe-
cifically for TransWomen above the statis-
tical average, I would start one. I was also 
looking to gather a group of older Trans-
Women who were well educated (either 
academically or through life experience), 
creative, thoughtful, active in their com-
munities and still vital human beings that 
were determined as I was to finally live 
authentically the life we had long delayed.

I knew from my observations that I 
was not alone in my struggle and wasn’t 
the only one that had been married and 
had a family and put this issue on the 
back burner for far too long. So I began 
gathering names and ages of those indi-
viduals I wanted to invite to the group 
I labeled “Above Average Transgender 
Women”. These were ladies of a certain 
age I had befriended after reading their 
posts or seeing them in action helping 
others through their comments. After two 
weeks I had 20 members. Two months 
later (and after posting invitations in six 
different Transgender groups), we have 
swelled to 200. 

Our oldest member was born in 1937 
and I have admitted several exceptional 

candidates just under the cutoff age of 40. 
We have members that have been living 
full time for decades and those who are in 
their first years. Our members are diverse 
and both ordinary and exceptional.

They are (or have been) Lawyers, 
Authors, Civil Engineers, Bloggers, Pub-
lic Speakers, Current and Former Mili-
tary, Retired, Correction Officers, Small 
Business Owners, Trans Activists, Mental 
Health Professionals (Psychologists, Gen-
der Therapists and Counselors), Doctors, 
Unemployed, Comedians, Law Enforce-
ment, Musicians, Artists (Painters, 
Sculptors), Government Officials, Web 
Designers, Mechanics, Actors, Entertain-
ers, Computer Programmers, Teachers 
and Factory Workers. Some are in their 
chosen field, others living out a second or 
third act. There are a couple you might 
have seen featured in national news sto-
ries of their coming out (prior to Caitlyn 
Jenner) or in well known blogs like The 
Huffington Post (two members currently 
post regularly).

The group is still in its infancy, but 
I’m gratified by the response and enthu-
siasm of the members. I’ve recently had 
to choose a member to help me out as 
an Admin since the maintenance of the 
group has gotten very time consuming. 
There are of course, growing pains and 
issues between members that have arisen. 
But for the most part the ladies have con-
firmed my suspicions that a group like 
this was essential and welcome to the 
mature Transgender Woman and that we 
could be wise enough to realize the value 
of having our own group.

We all face similar issues of aging, 
health and health care, frustrations with 
the progress of our HRT, problems with 
families and workplaces, where to find 
clothing we like that fits our bodies (many 
are TALL and have large feet) and cho-
sen style and how to face the world we’ve 
known as our true selves for perhaps the 
very first time. That means there’s a lot 
of joy, excitement, surprise and wonder as 
new situations appear.

So as it stands my little idea has 
morphed into an experiment that is prov-
ing there is a need within the Transgender 
community for a “Council of Elders” and 
a safe place for them to compare stories 
and relate our pain and joy. I have encour-
aged all members to stay connected to all 
their former groups and organizations for 
several reasons. We ARE needed on the 
front lines to assist our younger sisters 
(brothers) and here we can address many 
of the larger issues from a hopefully more 
grounded perspective.

Currently it is private, mostly to allow 
it to grow and coalesce into something I 
hope far larger than my imagination. I do 
envision expanding it to include over 40 
TransMen, also. I have faith new appli-
cations and uses of the membership’s 
resources will make them evident in time. 
There are so many stories that are unique 
in detail. We are a fascinating aggrega-
tion. All with our individuality shining 
through, yet united in our commonality.

It is in the telling of those tales that our 
wisdom emerges and I do believe there is a 
need to save and share that legacy among 
us. It is my dream that eventually the 
tales contained within the posts and links 
that appear on the “Above Average Trans-
gender Women” page will be seen as a 
valuable resource that will aid those who 
follow in our footsteps. Those of us who 
are 40 and older have fought hard and 
long, often in the shadows, to get where 
we are today. Through the sharing of our 
journeys, we may be able to affect the 
larger world beyond ourselves. ■
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Community
Find the friends, fun, and common interests you’re looking for 
through the various groups listed here.

DIGNITY-INTEGRITY 
Since March, 1975, Dignity-Integrity Rochester has been welcoming all who come 

through our doors, worshiping every week at 5 p.m. at St. Luke’s and St. Simon’s 
Church, 17 S. Fitzhugh St., at the corner of Broad St. We have the following services 
and activities for the month of November, 2015.  

1st Sunday:  Episcopal Mass/Healing Service, with music 
2nd Sunday:  Roman Catholic Liturgy of the Word, with music
3rd Sunday:  Episcopal Mass, quiet
4th Sunday:  Roman Catholic Prayers to start the week, followed by pot luck
5th Sunday:  Catholic Service, with music
The theme for the November Pot Luck is “D-I Your Own Pizza”. What’s your favorite 

pizza topping? There will be plenty of ingredients available so join us and be creative! In 
fact, tradition has it that when we aren’t cooking up a Potluck supper on the fourth Sun-
day, we’re gathering for fellowship around a tasty coffee hour and going out to a local 
restaurant for dinner each Sunday. Join us anytime!

SAVE THE DATES: We’re having our annual Christmas Hymn Sing on Sunday, 
December 20 at 5 p.m., in place of the regular service.  This has become a popular event, 
with Tim Schramm leading us on piano and organ in some awesome singing! 

In February, we’ll have our annual cabin party on Saturday, February 20 at 4:30 p.m. 
Watch The Empty Closet for information on these upcoming events.

Remember that you can always. call the Hotline at 585-234-5092 or check our web-
site at www.di-rochester.org/ for updates on services and activities.

EMPIRE BEARS
November, wow, where has the year 

gone? Drenched Fur in Erie, parties, pot-
lucks, dinners, shows, bowling, sports, 
walking, movies, camping, ImageOut, 
and meeting new friends

The BEARS are preparing for winter. 
We hope to start our monthly potlucks 
again in December when the GAGV 
has a space. Meanwhile, you can find us 
bowling every other Sunday with the All 
in the Family League at Empire Lanes.

We also go to supper every Wednes-
day at 6:00. 11/4 we’ll be at Jine’s on 
Park, 11/11 at Texas Roadhouse on W 
Hen, 11/18 Carrabba’s, 11/25 the Win-
field Grill.

Come out and join the BEARS. Get 
on our email list. Many things we do are 
decided spur of the moment, so you’ll be 
in the loop. We’ll keep you informed and 
invite you to join us. You can also look for 
us on Facebook. 

OPEN ARMS MCC
Open Arms Metropolitan Communi-

ty Church is Beyond Open and Affirm-
ing... Beyond Welcoming. We ARE a 
place for ALL! We are unabashedly Chris-
tian and accepting of anyone, whatever 
your beliefs may be.   Our worship ser-
vice style is blended, with contemporary 
Christian music and traditional hymns 
throughout.

We celebrate an open communion 
table weekly as well and all are invited 
to partake. During our services we  col-
lect the change from our pockets for the 
DUO fund (Do Unto Others). We use 
this fund to assist people in our neigh-
borhood with urgent housing, medical, 
food or transportation needs.   Following 
the service, we gather in the Community 
Center for fellowship.

Lions and tigers and bears? Oh my! 
Well while there weren’t any of those for 
the annual “Blessing of the Animals” on 
Wednesday evening, October 14  there 
were cats and dogs and even one of 
the Rochester Police Department horses 
showed up!

Here’s what’s happening at Open 
Arms for the months of November and 
December: 

The Adult Sunday School  meets 
weekly at 9 a.m. and we explore what a 
meaningful faith can look like in today’s 
world by  studying “Living the Ques-
tions”.   Each week offers an individual 
lesson and new members or visitors are 
always welcome.

Our monthly  Agape  Supper Service 
will be on Sunday, November 8  at 5:30 
p.m. You’ll experience worship while 
sharing a meal in  companionship  with 
others. Please bring a dish to share in this 
intimate worship experience.

Starting in November, we will be col-
lecting for our sock ministry, “Socks For 
Souls”. Socks are the least donated item 
and yet they are one of most important 
article of clothing someone who is home-
less needs, especially in the winter. All 
donations of new socks appreciated.

The collection of food for our annual 
Thanksgiving Basket ministry has begun. 
We will provide a complete Thanksgiving 
dinner for 30 families. Your donations 
can be dropped off at the church from 
10-2 on Thursdays and Fridays.

In order to become more Trans inclu-
sive we are forming  a Transformative 
Church Ministry Program which was 
designed by  our denomination to assist 
our churches in becoming fully Trans 
inclusive.  This program guides our 
congregation on the path to becoming 
fully inclusive. We will accomplish this 
through worship, prayer, education, out-
reach, in-reach and activism. Everyone is 
welcome and encouraged to join in this 
ministry.

We also host numerous community 
groups in our Community Center: AFTY 
(Adult Families with Trans Youth) meets 
the first Tuesday of each month from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Sage Rochester (ages 50+) 
gets together with Tom Somerville for 
Yoga, from 10:30-11:30 a.m. on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings (except for the 
2nd Thursday of each month, when Sage 
Rochester members go to Denny’s for 
breakfast). Also on Tuesdays, Sage Roch-
ester holds their weekly meetings starting 
at 11:30 am and each week has a differ-
ent theme or event.   PFLAG (Parents, 
Friends and Family of Lesbians, Gays, 
Trans, and Questioning) meets on the 
third Sunday of each month at 1 p.m. 

We have bins in the Community 
Center for recycling items like empty ink 
cartridges, empty toner cartridges, cell 
phones, chargers, batteries, cords.  You 
can also drop off your scrap metal to be 
recycled at Metalico Rochester and you 
will earn money for Open Arms. Days 
will be arranged for drop off at church 
as well. Let your neighbors and friends 
know they can drop off recyclable metal, 
too. Just mention that it is for the Open 
Arms MCC account and the proceeds of 
the recyclables will come to us.

The cold weather will be here sooner 
than we expect (or want?!) so we have a 
supply of non-perishable items in stock 
for when  our neighbors stop in looking 
for emergency supplies.  For example, a 
meal or some personal care items. If you 
are out shopping and can pick up one or 
two items it would be greatly appreciat-
ed. Some ideas for contributions are toi-
letries, including toothpaste, soap, paper 
towels, toilet paper, tampons, sanitary 
pads, and baby wipes. Non-perishable 
food items that require little prepara-
tion including pasta meals, canned meat/
tuna, vegetables, and beans. Pop-top 
cans are also appreciated as many home-
less persons do not have access to can 
openers. Dry food items such as cereal, 
pasta and mixes. Pet food is also appre-
ciated. We also some clothing available - 
socks, shoes, sneakers and shirts.

Our facilities are available for rental 
by any community groups needing a safe 
and flexible meeting space.

Open Arms MCC is committed to 
Building Bridges and Changing Lives. 
You are welcome, regardless of your sex-
ual orientation, gender identity or gender 
expression, or religious beliefs. We are 
located at 707 East Main St., across from 
the Delta Sonic. There is plenty of free 
parking in front and to the side of our 
building.

For updated information on com-
ing events and to view our facilities, 
check our website:   HYPERLINK 
“http://openarmsmcc.org/” \t “_blank” 
openarmsmcc.org. Our lay pastoral lead-
er, Brae Adams, has office hours on 
Wednesdays, from 10 am - 2 pm. (please 
call first to make sure she’s available) 
and by appointment. Our phone number 
is   HYPERLINK “tel:%28585%29%20
271-8478” \t “_blank” (585) 271-8478.

ROMANS
October marked the beginning of this 

year’s nude swim season.
On a Saturday every month until April 

2016, many ROMANS members  will 
join the members of the Naturist Roches-
ter at a beautiful facility that includes an 
Olympic size swimming pool, a  fifteen 
person hot tub,  two saunas, two steam 
rooms, many exercise machines, volley 
ball court, running track, etc.

ROMANS members also  hold a 
clothed meet and greet dinner at a local 
diner before the swim.    Information 
about our activities can be found on our 
website www.wnyromans.com. 

ROMANS is preparing for a mem-
bership drive as a new leadership team 
will take over in January 2016. Currently 
the club is accepting nominations from 
existing members  for the officer posi-
tions  and a  vote will take place at our 
December meeting. If you are interested 
in becoming a ROMANS member,  you 
can contact us via email at wnyromans@
yahoo.com or call us at our message line 
585-281-4964.  ROMANS is a social 
club for gay and gay-friendly male nud-
ists over 21. 

ROCHESTER WOMEN’S COMMUNITY CHORUS
The Rochester Women’s Community Chorus is excited to announce its winter con-

cert, which will take place on Saturday, Jan. 16 at 7:30 p.m. at The Harley School (1981 
Clover Street).

The chorus recently received a grant enabling them to commission their very own 
signature piece by acclaimed composer Elizabeth Alexander. The commissioned song, 
entitled “What’s Keeping You from Singing?,” has just been completed. Its beautiful 
prose pays tribute to the chorus’s founder and longtime director, Deborah Wachspress, 
with words taken from her poem expressing “who we are as a chorus.” The RWCC will 
debut this brand new piece of music at its Jan. 16 concert. So please mark your calendars!

In other chorus news, last spring the RWCC’s benefit concert raised $1800 for Alter-
natives for Battered Women (now known as Willow Domestic Violence Center). Over the 
summer the RWCC participated in Rochester’s Pride Festival, performing Sara Barreilles’ 
inspiring song “Brave” as well as the iconic, “Dancing Queen” by ABBA. More recently 
the chorus was honored to once again kick off (and help raise funds for) the American 
Cancer Society’s “Making Strides Against Breast Cancer” Walk on Oct. 18, performing 
the national anthem as well as the aptly titled song “Walk, Sister.”

For more info on the RWCC, please visit our website: http://www.therwcc.org/
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Arts & Entertainment

Blackfriars The-
atre continues its 
2015-2016 season 
with the powerful 
Annapurna - a dark 
comedy by Sharr 
White.

Annapurna is a 
“visceral, profound 
and sometimes 
funny meditation on 
love and loss,” and 
is a uniquely crafted 
piece using the most 
refined form of the-
atre; two people stuck in one 
room. Emma and Ulysses’ story 
probes such themes as alcohol-
ism and its effect on a relation-
ship; the difficulty of ever fully 
removing yourself from a former 
spouse, especially once you have 
a child; the way some men fall 
apart and retreat into squalor of 
their own creation at the very 
moment they no longer have a 
woman to hold them together; 
and how old wounds can heal at 
the point when the main aggres-
sor finally confronts his mortal-
ity. But even simpler – it is about 
two people who have fiercely 
loved and deeply lost and are 
struggling to find hope and heal.

“Annapurna is theatre at its 
best,” says the show’s director 
Patricia Lewis. “Two actors and a 
smartly written script with plen-
ty of edgy humor and heart.”

The cast features Rick 
Staropoli as Ulysses and Kerry 
Young as Emma. 

Annapurna will make its area 
premiere at Blackfriars Theatre 
beginning October 23 and run-

Get ready for the glitter. The Miss Gay Roches-
ter pageant is set for Nov. 15 at Harro East. The 
fabulous Aggy Dune will emcee and the cur-
rent Miss Gay Rochester, Tasha Brooks, will be 
honored.

Doors open at 6 p.m., with showtime at 7 p.m.
Performers will include Dee Dee Dubois, Mar-

By Stephanie Nawrocki
The red-eye flight from San 

Francisco had no effect on Stu’s 
passionate demeanor as he sat 
across the table in a Barnes and 
Noble café filled with Wi-Fi 
freeloaders. Our conversation 
began with a simple observation.

“You spelled my name cor-
rectly! That says a lot about your 
attention to detail,” he began 
after glancing over my notes 
with a smile. 

It was the beginning of many 
observations and mutual under-
standings that we would come to 
share at that table. 

Stu Maddux’s last film — 
Gen Silent — takes the micro-
phone from the empty stage and 
commands the world to hear the 
untold stories of elderly LGBT 
individuals that recede back into 
the closet as a result of pure iso-
lation in old age.

“I identify as a cisgender gay 
man and I didn’t see a lot of role 
models in my life. I was won-
dering where are all our older 
people? Not that they aren’t 
there — there aren’t that many. 
There’s this huge disparity. And 
the more I investigated, the more 
I learned that people are going 
back into the closet because they 
fear their caretakers. It’s easier 
to fade into the background. It’s 

ning through November 8.  Per-
formances are Fridays, October 
23 and 30 and November 6 at 
8 p.m.; Saturdays, October 24 
and 31 and November 7 at 8 
p.m.; Sundays, October 25 and 
November 1 and 8 at 2 p.m. 
and Thursdays, October 29 and 
November 5 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $28.50 - $36.50 and available 
in person at Blackfriars Theatre, 
online at www.blackfriars.org, or 
by calling 585-454-1260. If avail-
able, tickets can be purchased 
at the door beginning one-hour 
prior to performance. Box Office 
hours are Monday through Fri-
day, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.   Mas-
terCard, Visa, and Discover are 
accepted at no additional charge.

Blackfriars Theatre, a pro-
fessional, not-for-profit theatre 
is located at 795 East Main 
Street.  Parking is available on 
site.   Handicapped seating is 
available. For more information 
regarding Blackfriars Theatre, 
visit their website at www.black-
friars.org.  

“Annapurna” makes local 
premiere at Blackfriars Theatre

because of the oppression and 
the fear that they face — people 
taking advantage of them, insti-
tutions — it’s going on as we 
speak and part of the oppression 
is the silence that follows.”

Stu isn’t a filmmaker — he’s 
a breaker of the silence. In his 
film Reel in the Closet, which 
screened at ImageOut on Oct. 
17, sponsored by the Gay Alli-
ance, he takes a sledgehammer to 
every dusty closet and attic that 
keeps boxes of precious LGBT 
home movies captive. Reel in the 
Closet is the liberation of living 
LGBT history. Viewers relive 
desperate moments from White 
Night riots in San Francisco, to 
gay skinny dipping parties in a 
backyard. Reel in the Closet is 
a collage of home movies that 
construct a single living story 
from past memories — a story of 
empathy and perseverance. 

“When editing the film, I 
chose to include scenes that I 
could relate to — or what view-
ers could relate to. I saw myself 
in the year 1940 during first 
ten minutes of the film. It was 
a powerful and prideful feel-
ing that I had never felt before. 
I’ve seen [gay] couples holding 
hands walking down the street 
before—that’s nothing new to 
me—but now here it is in 1940.”

Rescuing Reels in the Closet with Stu Maddux

cella (30th anniversary), Kasha Davis, Samantha 
Vega, Poison Waters, Darienne Lake, Mercedes 
Sulay, Vita St. James and Keke Velasquez Lord.

Tickets are $15/20 and are available at the door, 
or at the Bachelor Forum, Thomas Laurence Salon, 
Sharp Salon, Tilt and the Avenue Pub. For informa-
tion and table reservations, call Liza at 585-285-0119.

Miss Gay Rochester pageant is Nov. 15 at Harro East

Reel in the Closet is far from 
any ordinary documentary; the 
film itself is the opening of a 
time capsule. Stu remains dedi-
cated to discovering and pro-
tecting the LGBT stories of past 
generations. There are thou-
sands of untold stories on film, 
forgotten and lost LGBT home 
movies that sit in basements 
waiting for the opportunity to 
be brought back to life. Stu 
Maddux’s film Reel in the Clos-
et highlights the importance of 
always having a tight grasp on 
our history — if not for us, then 
for the children to come. 

Sir Ian McKellan 
calls on all actors 
to come out

In an interview with The 
Hollywood Reporter, out gay 
actor Sir Ian McKellen called on 
actors everywhere to come out 
of the closet.

McKellen challenged the 
more-or-less conventional wis-
dom in Hollywood that remain-
ing closeted is necessary to 
become a ‘movie star’ and secure 
roles as a leading man — a type 
that is customarily heterosexual 
in mainstream media. As proof 
for his argument, he cites his 
own history. McKellen came out 

in a 1988 radio debate that cen-
tered on a proposed policy that 
would have persecuted gays in 
the UK. Far from ending his 
career, coming out “kick-started 
it”, as THR notes:

He had long been established 
as a great of the stage, but he sud-
denly became more versatile, he 
says, and began landing major 
screen roles. “It all happened 
after coming out,” he marvels. “I 
had no idea this silly thing was a 
weight on my shoulders.”

“That’s my message to any-
one in this town who thinks 
‘I’ve got to stay in the closet 
to be successful in films’,” he 
emphasizes. “I didn’t.”

Notably, McKellen’s first 
Oscar nomination was for play-

ing gay British director James 
Whale in 1930s Hollywood.

McKellen also argued that, 
even if conventional wisdom were 
correct–that you have to remain 
closeted if you’re gay in order 
to become a mainstream “movie 
star”–closeting oneself could 
never be worth such an end.

He asks, “Do you want to be 
a famous movie star who has love 
scenes with ladies and in private 
be an unhappy gay? There’s no 
choice. Forget the career, dear. 
Go and do something else … 
A closet’s a really nasty place 
to live, you know? It’s dirty, it’s 
dusty, it’s full of skeletons. You 
don’t want it. Open that door 
— fling it wide and be yourself.”

-Towleroad.com  
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Sir Ian at Manchester Pride
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Book review: Adrift 
in a Vanishing City
By C. Todd White

Adrift in a Vanishing City is 
a collection of stories in non-
chronological sequence that 
nevertheless stitch together a 
patchwork of fiction that is part 
Faulkner and part Steinbeck, 
part Kerouac and part chick-
flick. First published in 1998 

by Volant Publishing in Ruther-
ford, NJ, the book has recently 
been reprinted by Rain Moun-
tain Press in New York.

These collected tales revolve 
around a charismatic vagabond 
from small-town Kansas named 
Zirque Granges and his cop-
per-haired “Blue Jean” girl, Rae 
Anne. Zirque is ruggedly hand-
some (despite a gap-toothed 
smile), part Native American 
(Creek), and sexually compel-
ling—the kind of man who 
could have stepped out of a Joni 
Mitchell song. Rae Anne tends 
to house and hearth and teaches 
grade school as she waits for her 
roving lover to return.

The book is well-titled, for 
these very solid and histori-
cally grounded characters pass 
through time and space as if 
is they who are real and the 
world they inhibit illusory, cities 
and towns grounded by memory 
and retrospect. The book in this 
regard is refreshingly honest—
the photorealist trend prevalent 
in novels and movies today often 
belies the evanescence of life. 

The characters in Adrift (and 
the settings themselves) are as 
archetypal as a Tarot deck—har-
lots and lovers, magicians, schol-
ars, knaves and knights all make 
their appearance in this nov-
el-like collection of tales. This 
is not a criticism: The charac-
ters Czyz evokes appear solid in 
our imagining, and tapping into 
archetypes helps us better under-
stand them not only as agonists 
but also as heroes in a mythic 
sense.

Similarly, his descriptions of 
setting — of Pittsburg, Kan-
sas, especially, where Czyz had 
known several of the real-world 
personas we meet along the dis-
jointed journey — are deftly 
sketched but comparatively two 
dimensional. Czyz is most vivid 
through his descriptions of char-

acter.
The “gay” tie-in is through 

the androgynous mystic Zabere, 
who resides near Zirque’s par-
amour du Paris, Vernonique, in 
the bohemian district of Mont-
martre. Zabere is a soothsayer, a 
shaman in the archetypal sense 
— a medium between worlds, 
a man betwixt genders, perhaps 
on the fringes of sanity. 

Czyz’s prose is beat-styled 
and poetic, a pleasure to read. 
Some passages beg one to stop 
and reflect, ponder the elo-
quence of a deftly painted scene 
or turn of phrase. Patient readers 
will find much to delight upon 
here.

This is a smart book, too. 
While the settings vary widely 
from Pittsburg to Paris, Baby-
lon to Budapest, from shining 
Delphi to Gomorrah in flames, 
one can sense that Czyz is writ-
ing from personal and historical 
familiarity with the places and 
situations on which his literary 
magic carpet alights.

Adrift in a Vanishing City is 
a dark book, cast in grays and 
shadows. Apropos of the theme 
of ephemerality, many of the 
characters Zirque and Rae Anne 
encounter die, often yearning for 
things they cannot have (name-
ly, our protagonists). Even here, 
Czyz blends history with mythic 
reality, reminding us that we are 
each on a hero’s journey, making 
every life epic, sometimes tragic, 
in scale.

Vincent Czyz lives in Jersey 
City with his wife, Neslihan. 
He has been awarded two grants 
from the New Jersey Council on 
the Arts and was the 2011 Tru-
man Capote Fellow at Rutgers 
University. The first chapter of 
Adrift in a Vanishing City, “Zee 
Gee and the Blue Jean Baby 
Queen,” won the prestigious W. 
Faulkner-W. Wisdom Prize for 
Short Fiction in 1994. 

One can find stories by Czyz 
in Shenandoah, AGNI, The 
Massachusetts Review, George-
town Review, Quiddity, Tampa 
Review, Tin House (online), 
Louisiana Literature, Southern 
Indiana Review, Skidrow, Pent-
house, Camera Obscura, and 
Archaeopteryx, among other 
publications.

Adrift in a Vanishing City
Written by Vincent Czyz
Published by Rain Moun-

tain Press
Published: May 1, 2005 • 

234 pages

Stage Whispers 
talk returns with 
cast of “Red”

Skip Greer, Geva Theatre 
Center’s Director of Education, 
as well as the director of John 
Logan’s Red, a play about art-
ist Mark Rothko, will appear 
with the entire cast of the play, 
actors Stephen Caffrey and 
John Ford-Dunker, at the Col-
lege of Brockport’s Department 

The Spectator has some interesting dish about 
the coming AbFab movie:

Although a number of celebrity cameos are 
expected to feature in the film, Miss S under-
stands that the A-list cast — rumored to include 
Harry Styles — will now have to compete for 
the spotlight with an army of drag queens. Tal-
ent scouts are currently on the hunt for nearly 

Magazine devoted to drag artists makes debut
By Diego James on The Advocate

Let’s hear it for the queens! 
Queen magazine, published by Miles Davis Moody and Josh Stu-

art, has shared its first cover girl featured on its debut issue (which 
ships Oct. 22), and it’s none other than Alaska Thunderfuck 5000. 

The mag got its start from a successful Kickstarter campaign (they 
raised five times what they had originally asked for), and now it is 
ready to share the global influence of drag artists with excellent pho-
tographers such as Magnus Hastings, Ben Cope, Albert Sanchez and 
Pedro Zalba. 

Stuart comes from a publishing background and combines his tal-
ents with Moody’s knowledge of the drag community through his role 
as a member of the “Pit Crew” on RuPaul’s Drag Race, so it has made 
for the perfect partnership, so far. In addition to being boyfriends, 
when it came to getting their project off the ground, they reached out 
to some of the RPDR talent they already knew — including Bianca 
Del Rio, Alyssa Edwards, and Laganga Estranja — as well as others 
via Instagram. 

The first issue is epic: it includes a beautiful photo feature of drag 
queens from Pretoria, South Africa, fashion editorials with season win-
ners Violet Chachki and Raja Gemini, and Guppy Drink who man-
ages to create drag art in homophobic Kiev, Ukraine.

Read the interview with the publishers at The Advocate!

100 drag queens and “draggy camp fantastic looking 
queers” to take part in the film.

On top of eight drag queens to perform individu-
ally and 70 to be in an audience, they are specifically 
after 18 celebrity drag lookalikes. These include a 
Cher lookalike, a Christina Aguilera lookalike and a 
Tammy Wynette lookalike.

-JoeMyGod.com

New Ab Fab movie to include “army of drag queens”

of Theatre and Music Studies’ 
Stage Whispers talk on Thurs-
day, Oct. 29, at 10 a.m. 

The topic will be “Art on 
Stage: Rothko and Red” and 
the panel discussion will take 
place at The College at Brock-
port’s Tower Fine Arts Center 
Black Box Theatre, 180 Holley 
St. The talk is free and open to 
the public.

Art and business have always 
had a supportive, if murky, rela-
tionship. In the early 20th cen-
tury, F.W. Woolworth built his 
magnificent tower, known as 
the “Cathedral of Commerce.” 
Forty-five years later, another 
important architectural won-
der, the glass-walled Seagram’s 
Building, was erected on ritzy 
Park Avenue, with the Four 
Seasons restaurant taking up 
residence. Commissioned to 
create murals for the expansive 
space was noted artist Mark 
Rothko, who was torn between 
the money he would receive and 
how this job might compromise 
his position in the art world. 
His struggle is at the heart of 
Red. 

World AIDS Day 
concert is Dec. 1

Doing the Positive Thing 
presents Rochester’s 15th 
annual World AIDS Day 
Benefit Concert. This com-
munity concert will take 
place on December 1, at 7 
p.m., and is hosted by Third 
Presbyterian Church, located 
at 4 Meigs St. (corner of East 
Ave and Meigs.) 

Performers include Dan-
gerous Signs, Thomas Warf-
ield, BakariPoet, Jimmie 
Highsmith Jr., Sharon and 
Jerry Peters, Abby Cough-
lin, Virtuous Women Dance 
Group, Tim Schramm, and 
others. 

Proceeds benefit Trillium 
Health. 

Tickets can be purchased 
online at  https://worldaid-
sday2015rochester.eventbrite.
com and at the door on the 
evening of the event. Visit 
www.facebook.com/doingth-
epositivething for more infor-
mation.  

Jennifer Saunders and Joanna Lumley of “Absolutely Fabulous”. Hello, sweetie darlings!
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Travel

HopeAgain 
Cats, Inc. 

Not-for-profit
No-Kill 

Cat Shelter

PO Box 126  
Victor, New York 

14564

Phone
585-704-8197

Wonderful cats 
hoping for 

kind, forever 
homes

See us 
on Facebook

Reading, Pa. Tourism 
pushes LBGT agenda 
By Merle Exit

First it was Philadelphia tourism push-
ing their LBGT Agenda. In more recent 
years Lancaster County joined in. Now 
nearby Reading and Berks County are 
jumping on the wagon. They are reaching 
out to some obvious and not so obvious 
attractions, restaurants and accommoda-
tions to join the group placing a rainbow 
flag sticker on their “door”.  

Why, with the passing of same-sex 
marriage laws, does any tourism need an 
extra link? Pennsylvania does not have 
a law that bans discrimination based 
on sexual orientation. Tourism wants to 
make sure that the LBGT community 
feels welcome. There is no membership 
fee to join in Berks County. All you need 
is the willingness to sign on. Here are just 
a few places to see -- to be continued in 
future issues. 

Have an alpaca as a witness to your 
marriage or just visit the Take2Alpacas 
farm in the town of Mohnton. Jo Griffith 
and her husband Len Smith have about 
20 of these cute animals. Some will come 
up to your nose. No, they aren’t going to 
spit nor kiss you. You will probably be able 
to pet them. The owners use the wool to 
make some gorgeous wear for the winter, 
among other things. Scarves are one of a 
kind and made by their autistic son Ryan, 
who seems to be able to spit out a scarf a 
day in between taking care of the farm as 
well. www.Take2Alpacas.com  

Stay the night at Landhaven bed and 
breakfast in Barto.  Donna and Ed Land 
own this former General Store. There are 
five rooms. The one on the first floor has 
a roll-in shower with a shower bench for 
those needing accessibility. An event room 
draws bands on many of the weekends. 
The atmosphere is beyond wonderful.  
www.landhavenbandb.com 

Judy Henry owns a few restaurants. 
Judy’s On Cherry has more of a fine din-
ing atmosphere with an open kitchen in 
the middle of several dining areas. Judy is 
also the Executive Chef. The bill of fare is 
a Mediterranean inspired cuisine. Another 
restaurant, located just around the corner, 
is called Speckled Hen, a cottage pub and 
alehouse. There’s local live music on Fri-
day evenings at this authentically restored 
18th century log house modeled after the 
country cottage pubs of the British Isles. 
www.judysoncherry.com  

Visit Albright College’s Center of the 
Arts for exhibits and events.  The col-
lege is located in downtown Reading. The 
Kinsey Sicks, billed as America’s favorite 
Dragapella Beauty Shop Quartet, was 
performing there. Group consists of Win-
nie, Rachel, Trixie and Trampolina. It’s 

always a somewhat raunchy performance 
of song parodies.  

Reading Public Museum consists of 
three sites: Museum, Planetarium and 
Arboretum. Expect to spend much time 
here. The museum has a few floors and 
lots of rooms. Like any museum there are 
both permanent and temporary exhibits. 
I loved the one on the Funnies comics 
from the old newspapers. More here than 
just fine art. The arboretum is free to 
the public and probably one of the most 
relaxing places you’ll visit. I did not get 
the chance to check out the Planetarium.  
www.readingpublicmusem.org.  

Caffrey is making his Geva debut 
in Red. Some stage credits include Yes, 
Prime Minister; Galileo; One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest; The Constant Wife; 
Heartbreak House; The Real Thing; 
and A Doll’s House. Film and television 
credits include Longtime Companion, 
Indiana Jones Chronicles, CSI: Miami, 
Columbo, Chicago Hope, All My Chil-
dren and Seinfeld, among others.

Ford-Dunker is also making his Geva 
debut. Theatre credits include Dracula, 
A Christmas Carol (at Actors Theatre 
of Louisville), Hands on a Hardbody; 
Thoroughly Modern Millie; The Pro-
ducers; Next to Normal; Big Love; The 
Importance of Being Earnest; The Nor-
mal Heart; Stags & Hens; Spring Awak-
ening; Almost, Maine; Sunday in the 
Park with George. Ford-Dunker received 
his BFA in musical theatre from Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Stevens Point and is a 
NFAA Young Arts Silver Award Winner 
and an Irene Ryan Nominee. 

Greer serves as Artist in Residence 
and Director of Education at Geva The-
atre Center.   His directing credits at 
Geva include The Mountaintop; Last 
Gas; A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
(co-director); Freud’s Last Session; On 
Golden Pond; Over the Tavern; Almost, 
Maine; the world premiere of The House 
in Hydesville; Doubt; American Buffalo; 
Inherit the Wind; Key West; Death of a 
Salesman; Lobby Hero; Below the Belt; 
The Weir; Women Who Steal; Beast on 
the Moon; Triumph of Love and Geo-
metric Digression of the Species.   He 
directed King Lear at Shakespeare Santa 
Cruz.  Other regional directing credits 
include Studio Arena Theatre, Repertory 
Theatre of St. Louis, Sacramento Theatre 
Company, State Theatre of Austin and 
Garry Marshall’s Falcon Theatre, where 
he directed Golf with Alan Shepard star-
ring Jack Klugman and Charles Durn-
ing. Greer has also been an actor at Geva 
appearing in Clybourne Park, You Can’t 
Take It With You, Superior Donuts, The 
Music Man, Evie’s Waltz, Our Town, 

Hamlet, 1776, House and Garden, Art, 
Twelve Angry Men, A Girl’s Life, Every 
Good Boy Deserves Favor, The Illusion, 
Picasso at the Lapine Agile and State 
of the Union.   Regional credits include 
seven seasons in the resident acting com-
pany of Sacramento Theatre Company, 
San Jose Repertory Company, Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival, American Con-
servatory Theatre, Utah Shakespeare 
Festival and Pacific Conservatory of 
Performing Arts.   Film and TV credits 
include Bloodhounds, LA Law and VR5.  
Greer has toured Europe, Africa, Indo-
nesia, New Zealand, Australia and the 
Cook Islands, teaching and performing. 

The “Stage Whispers” series is spon-
sored by The College at Brockport’s 
Department of Theatre and Music Stud-
ies as part of their alliance with Geva 
Theatre Center. The series gives com-
munity members insight into the process 
of professional theatre artists. For more 
information, call (585) 395-2787. ■
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Volunteer of the 
Month: Neka

Hi, I’m Neka, I am a 24 
year old non-native Rocheste-
rian transplanted from Penn-
sylvania, much to my delight. I 
love this city and the people who 
live here.

Little did I know when I 
moved to Rochester after I grad-
uated from college in 2013 that 
the place I was moving to for 
my new job would be a safe 
and supportive place for me to 
begin my transition. The first 
thing I did when I knew where 
I was moving was to google “gay 
in Rochester NY” and quick-
ly found the GAGV. I wanted 
to know what resources there 
were for a queer trans person 
in this city and I was excited to 
find such an established orga-
nization. I thought it would be 
pretty cool to volunteer with a 
queer organization. I had never 
had access to any such group in 
the places I had previously lived.   
     I got an opportunity to vol-
unteer with the GAGV in July 
2014 as a co facilitator for the 
trans-youth support group. I 
eventually took over as the sole 
facilitator and assisted in moving 
the program over to the Center 
for Youth. I also am a regular at 
the Genesee Valley Gender Vari-
ants group and I am a member 
of the Trans Alliance of Greater 
Rochester (TAGR).

Recently I co-organized a 
clothing swap for the trans and 
queer community. My co-orga-
nizer Thomas Adams and I were 
overwhelmed with the support 
we got from the queer commu-
nity and our allies in the form of 
donations for the swap. Atten-
dance was great and it was a very 
special experience to have created 
a safe space for people to express 
their gender identity without 
worrying about social pressure 
to conform or financial cost. We 
had a lot of extras and were able 
to save some for our next swap as 
well as pay it forward by donat-
ing items to the House of Mercy.   
       I am passionate as a member 
of the trans community about 
engaging with other marginal-
ized communities. We can only 
build a better world for ourselves 
by acknowledging intersection-
ality and actively participating 
in the deconstructing the kyri-
archy. So many trans people are 
also poor, also people of color, 
also undocumented immigrants, 

also imprisoned, also disabled. 
Even if there were full feder-
al protections for trans people 
tomorrow, so many people in my 
community would still be with-
out full right and protections.

Fighting one battle is not 
enough. 

Gay Alliance 
reveals 2015 
Community Survey 
Results
By Tristan Wright

The Gay Alliance Commu-
nity Survey is an annual oppor-
tunity for the agency to connect 
with the LGBTQ communities 
in Rochester and identify with 
whom we are connecting, what 
people think of us, and how we 
can improve as an organization. 
It is a critical tool in our organi-
zational process, which informs 
and shapes our programming 
into the future. In total, 536 
people took the 2015 Commu-
nity Survey. 

The most common survey-
taker was a white gay man over 
the age of 30. Nine out of ten 
survey respondents were white, 
while only one in twenty was 
African American. Three quar-
ters of participants were at least 
30 years old. Almost half (48%) 
of all survey-takers self-iden-
tified as male, while slightly 
fewer (45%) self-identified as 
female, and a bit more than 
a tenth (12%) labeled them-
selves as transgender. Two fifths 
reported their sexual orientation 
as gay, while a quarter reported 
identifying as lesbian. One in 
ten participants was a full-time 
student, 18% of participants 
reported identifying as a per-
son with mental/cognitive/emo-
tional or physical disabilities, 
and 6% of participants reported 
being unemployed when they 
took the survey. 

Most participants in the sur-
vey held a positive opinion of 
the Gay Alliance. Almost nine 
in ten survey participants were 
either very familiar or some-
what familiar with Gay Alliance 
events while three quarters were 
very or somewhat familiar with 
our services, and four fifths were 
very or somewhat familiar with 
our programs. Slightly under 
one third of survey participants 
were members of the Gay Alli-
ance. Three in five participants 
had not contributed financially 
to the agency, primarily due to 
cost.

The Pride Parade was 
attended by a majority of partic-
ipants, and was ranked “very” 
or “somewhat” important by 
nine in ten respondents. The 
top five most important events/
services/programs to survey-
takers were: the Pride Parade, 
the Pride Festival, training pro-
grams, the Pride Picnic, and 
youth programs. 

Youth services were listed 
as most valuable to the com-
munity; nearly nine tenths of 

respondents listed them as “very 
important”. At least half of par-
ticipants said they would use a 
directory of LGBTQ owned/
friendly businesses, would use 
a similar directory of LGBTQ 
friendly medical providers, 
would attend social events out-
side of bars, or would attend 
educational programs. The top-
ics of most interest to survey-
takers were social and political 
issues, LGBTQ history, and 
LGBTQ legal issues.

Findings from our Commu-
nity Survey will impact our pro-
gramming decisions for 2016. It 
is clear from survey responses 
that youth services continue to 
be most valuable to the com-
munity, which will be reflected 
as we grow our LGBTQ Schol-
arship Fund to develop young 
LGBTQ leaders in the Roches-
ter area. With Rochester Pride 
events topping the charts we 
intend to grow them to make 
Pride 2016 better than ever. We 
will be enhancing our educa-
tional programs, adding new 
topics and certifications. We’d 
like to extend our deepest grati-
tude to everyone who took the 
survey; your contributions will 
play an important part in our 
work in the coming year.

Meet the Board: 
Kim Braithwaite
By Susan Jordan

Kim Braithwaite joined the 
Gay Alliance Board in 2015. She 
is a Rochester native who attend-
ed St. John Fisher and earned 
a Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Management with a concen-
tration in Human Resources. 
She received her Master’s degree 
from the Rochester Institute of 
Technology.

In addition to serving on the 
Gay Alliance Board of Direc-
tors, she is also involved in the 
SHRM Diversity Advisory 
Board. She has held numerous 
professional positions at Weg-
mans, Xerox, Frontier Commu-
nications, and Barilla, as well as 
volunteer Board Member posi-
tions at the Rochester Eye and 
Tissue Bank, SHRM Diversity 
Advisory Council Board. She 
also has extensive experience 
in Employee Relations, Labor 
Relations with contract negotia-
tions, Benefits, Wellness, Talent 
Acquisition, Change Manage-
ment, Performance Manage-
ment and Career Counseling.

Kim has a proven track record 
in a leadership role delivering 
superior results. She is a Human 
Resource Manager and currently 
works for Barilla America. Out-
side the office, Kim enjoys 
spending quality time with her 
husband and three kids.

Empty Closet: How did you 
first learn about and become 
involved with the Gay Alliance?

Kim Braithwaite: I learned 
about the Gay Alliance at a 
SHRM Diversity Conference.  I 
was on a quest to learn more 
about the LGBTQ community 
and what I could do as an ally 
to support the organization.  A 
friend a colleague connected me 
with Scott Fearing and Emily 
Jones and that is where the rela-
tionship with the GAGV started. 

EC: Why did you decide to 
join the board?

KB:  I decided to join the 
board to, again, learn about the 
organization and also to share 
the knowledge, skills and abili-
ties that I have to help better the 
Board and myself. 

EC: What work do you do 
as a board member and what is 
your vision for the Gay Alliance 
over the next few years?

KB: I am on the Develop-
ment Committee and over the 
next few years I am hoping to 
support the Gay Alliance in the 
move to the new space. I will 
continue to support the GAGV 
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in any way that I can.

EC: What would you say to 
someone interested in joining 
the board, or volunteering in 
another way?

KB: If someone asks me about 
joining the board or volunteering 
for the GAGV, I would tell them 
to definitely to get involved with 
the GAGV because there are 
plenty of opportunities for vol-
unteerism and many events that 
are fun, educational and reward-
ing.  I would send them to the 
Gay Alliance website because 
there is a wealth of knowledge 
on the site. 

Gay Alliance Youth 
special event is 
Nov. 13 at Center 
for Youth

The Gay Alliance Youth 
Group has been scheduling 
monthly special events, until the 
LGBTQ Resource Center opens. 
This month the special event takes 
place on Nov. 13, at the Center for 
Youth, 905 Monroe Ave.

The Gay Alliance, the Center 
for Youth, Trillium Health and 
Planned Parenthood will host 
“QNite - Health and Sex Chat: 
the Holiday Season Edition”.

Everyone ages 13-20 is wel-
come.

The event runs from 6-7:30 
p.m. Pizza will be provided.

(Approved for CEU Hours) 
By Rowan Collins

On December 4th  the 
LGBTQ Academy at the Gay 
Alliance will offer its first Cre-
ating LGBTQ Inclusive Schools 
training aimed specifically at 
school social workers!

This dynamic, interactive 
workshop includes information 
on inclusive and respectful lan-
guage, the current climate in 
our schools and colleges, coming 
out, understanding sexual and 
gender identity, 
and responding 
respectfully and 
appropriately to 
questions and 
concerns from 
students, co-
workers and par-
ents. Participants 
will also discuss 
taking proac-
tive steps to cre-
ating inclusive 
spaces where all 
students, teach-
ers and staff are 
empowered to 
reach their full 
potential.

This train-
ing has been 
approved by the 
New York State 
School Social 
Workers Asso-
ciation (NYSSS-

WA) as part of continuing 
education (CEUs). This train-
ing will provide 4 contact hours. 
Participants will receive a certifi-
cate of completion and a Safe-
Zone sticker for their office.

 
When: Friday, December 4;
12-4pm
Where: Rochester Red Cross 
50 Prince St., Rochester, NY
Cost: $50 per person/bring 
your own lunch
To Register: Go to www.gayal-

NEW! Creating LGBTQ Inclusive Schools 
Training for School Social Workers 
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Our Youth Program empowers today’s teens to meet today’s chal-
lenges! It provides a safe space to explore their identity, make friends, 
build community, gain life skills, become a leader and have fun!
Monthly Special Events: 
For ages 13-20, until the move to the new youth space at 100 
College Ave., see Gay Alliance Youth on Facebook: https://www.
facebook.com/GayAllianceYouth 
Gender Identity Support Group: 
First Tuesday of the month: 5:30-6:30pm. (Ages 13-18); More 
info: youth@gayalliance.org (Temporarily meeting at Center for 
Youth, 905 Monroe Avenue)

Tuesday November 3 – Election Day 
10:30-11:30 Yoga with Tom; 11:30am-2:00pm “Cake Day” & “Cookie making for the 

Vets”: brown bag lunch, November birthdays celebration, frost & decorate cookies for local 
hospitalized Vets, games. Hosts: Anne & Jessie 
Thursday November 5

10:30am-11:30am Yoga with Tom, No afternoon program, SAGE Leadership Board 
meets at 5:00pm.
Friday November 6

7:00pm – 9:00pm, SAGE Coffee Hour: Pick up a Cup! Equal Grounds Coffee House, 
750 South Ave, 14620 Host: Roza 
Tuesday November 10

10:30-11:30 Yoga with Tom; 11:30am-2:00pm Brown bag lunch, games & Topic Dis-
cussion: “Sharing Best Senior Discounts”. Hosts: Anne & Jessie 
Thursday November 12

No Yoga. 10:00am-noon, Breakfast Club at Denny’s (911 Jefferson Rd, Henrietta). 
RSVP to Audet at (585) 287-2958 no later than November 9.
Tuesday November 17

10:30am-11:30am Yoga with Tom; Offsite afternoon program: George Eastman House 
Holiday Tour (900 East Ave, Rochester, NY 14607) Meet inside the Main entrance at 
12:30pm sharp! See the “Sweet Creations” Gingerbread Houses, view the fabulous deco-
rated Tabletop Trees & Wreaths for auction…$12 senior admission includes the museum & 
the holiday displays. Lunch on your own or at the café at the Eastman House. 
Thursday November 19

 10:30 am-11:30am Yoga with Tom, no afternoon program. 
Saturday November 21

5:30pm-8pm Open Arms MCC, SAGE & TAGR Community Thanksgiving Potluck, at 
Open Arms Community Center, 707 E. Main St. 14605. All are welcome to this fun & 
friendly holiday celebration so invite your friends and family. Turkey & ham will be served. 
Bring your favorite potluck dish to share: potatoes, squash, stuffing, salads, desserts, appe-
tizers & more! RSVP to Open Arms with how many people will be coming & what you 
think you will bring: email to office.coord.oamcc@gmail.com or sign up in the Open Arms 
Community Center. 
Tuesday November 24

10:30am-11:30am Yoga with Tom; 11:30- 2:00pm brown bag lunch, games & discus-
sion: “Family Holiday Traditions”. Bring a story or something for “show & tell”. 
Thursday November 26 – Happy Thanksgiving - eat turkey.
Monday November 30

5:30pm – 8:00pm SAGE Happy Hour & Trivia Night. 140 Alex Bar & Grill, 140 Alex-
ander St, 14607. Food is available for purchase. 

SAVE THE DATE: SAGE “Jingle Mingle” Holiday Party, December 12, 4:00pm – 
8:00pm, hopefully in the new Gay Alliance Resource Center. $5.00 & a new toy/hat/scarf 
or mittens for a child if you would like to be a “holiday angel”. Ugly sweater contest. 

SAGE Rochester is a program of the Gay Alliance designed for LGBTQI people over 
50 and operates out of the Open Arms Church Community Center, 707 East Main Street 
(pending a move to the new Gay Alliance LGBTQ Resource Center, 100 College Ave.) 
All programs are open to the public and all are welcome. Yoga is $5.00 per person and 
is offered every Tuesday and Thursday unless specified in calendar. All programs are sub-
ject to change and all members are responsible for their own transportation and meals. 
Become a SAGE member or get information at sage@gayalliance.org or 585-244-8640. 
We are also on Facebook as “SAGE Rochester a program of the Gay Alliance”.

Y O U T H

SAGE Rochester joins national group in 
support of LGBTQ vets’ benefits

SAGE Rochester has begun a project to support LGBTQ veter-
ans. Besides sending gifts and letters to service members, the group 
hopes eventually to adopt a platoon. But they also want a change: 
dishonorable disharge reversal.

National SAGE is very involved in support for LGBTQ vets 
and their rights, and Latina Vega, Veteran USAF, who is Pro-
gram Coordinator for SAGEVets, visited Rochester in August and 
attended the SAGE picnic.

Audet Price of SAGE commented, “To show how many 
LGBTQ served in the armed forces: As a Vietnam veteran we 
watched over each other and had each other’s backs. In today’s 
society I think it is very important that we watch out for each 
other and help each other as a group. There are several veteran 
groups, but as a gay veteran I would not feel comfortable talking 
about my sexuality in another military setting. I feel that most vet-
erans feel the same way. I have gone to other veteran groups and 
felt unable to be my true self.”

NYS Assemblymember Harry Bronson told The Empty Closet, 
“I have helped obtain state funding to launch this program of SAGE. 
Many lesbian and gay individuals were dishonorably discharged 
because of the flawed policy of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell. The change in 
the military and government perspective, that LGBT soldiers are wel-
come to serve, is only fixing a piece of that flawed policy.

“We want dishonorable discharges of LGBT personnel to be 
replaced by honorable discharges. This is vitally important because 
when vets apply for jobs they will no longer have to say they were 
dishonorably discharged. And this will also entitle them to veteran 
benefits. They served our country and they served us. And they 
deserve all the benefits other veterans are entitled to.

“I asked SAGE to put this together in a template format, so 
other LGBT groups in New York can provide similar services for 
LGBT military personnel.”

Speaking Engagements 
September 2015

• Creating Transgender Inclusive Schools at 
Albany High School

• Creating LGBTQ Inclusive Schools at Pittsford 
Central School District

• Creating Inclusive Workplaces at CooperVision
• Solidarity SafeZone Training for Labor 

Leadership
• Creating LGBTQ Inclusive Schools at Webster 

Central School District
• Transgender Community Awareness at 

Nazareth College
• Transgender Healthcare Panel Presentation at 

Rochester General Hospital
• LGBTQ Parent Night Panel Presentation at 

Monroe 2-Orleans BOCES
• SafeZone Training at Colgate Rochester Crozer 

Divinity School
• LGBTQ History and Healthcare at Highland 

Family Medicine
• Transgender Inclusive Healthcare at Highland 

Family Medicine
• Creating Inclusive Workplaces at HR Works
• SafeZone Training for Interpreters at the GAGV
Feedback from Sept. presentations:
• “Love every bit of this training. This training 

transcends beyond the LGBT community. It’s 
about respecting people as they are.”

• “I learned the importance of communication 
privacy and respect to all patients, but 
especially transgender. Conference was eye-
opening. Very interesting, very helpful.”

SAGE NOVEMBER
SAGE members relax at Starry Nights on University Ave. in the Neighborhood of the Arts.
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Resources
Check our monthly and ongoing calendar as well as the community 

section for more groups and events. For further information, call the 
Gay Alliance at 244-8640 or visit: www.gayalliance.org. More SAGE 

and Gay Alliance Youth Group info: pages 30-31.

BISEXUALITY 
RESOURCES
AMBI Los Angeles; American Institute of Bisexu-
ality (Journal of Bisexuality); Bay Area Bisexual 
Network; ; BiNet USA; Bisexual Organizing Proj-
ect (BOP); Biversity Boston; Boston Bisexual 
Women’s Network; ComBIne - Columbus, Ohio;  
Fenway Health’s Bi Health Program; Los Angeles 
Bi Task Force; New York Area Bisexual Network; 
Robyn Ochs’s site; The Bi Writers Association; 
The Bisexual Resource Center (email brc@bire-
source.net)

CULTURAL
Rochester Women’s Community Chorus 
234-4441. (See Ongoing calendar).
Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus 
www.thergmc.org
Open Arms Community Center 
Available for parties, events, meetings. 707 E. 
Main St. Parking. Accepting and welcoming of all. 
271-8478.

DEAF SERVICES
Deaf Rainbow Network of Rochester
See Facebook.
Spectrum LGBTIQ & Straight Alliance 
RIT/NTID student group. <SpectrumComment@
groups.facebook.com

ELDERS
Gay Alliance SAGE Rochester 
Many monthly get togethers, some at Open Arms 
MCC 707 E. Main St. 244-8640; SAGE@gayal-
liance.org

FAMILY
Open Arms Community Center
Open Arms Community Center available for par-
ties, events and meetings; 707 East Main St. 
Plenty of parking. We are inclusive, actively 
accepting, welcoming of all people. 271-8478 
openarmsmcc.org
CNY Fertility Center
Integrative Fertility Care. Support meetings, webi-
nars, workshops. Information: cbriel@cnyfertility.
com; www.cnyhealingarts.com
Rochester Gay Moms’ Group
Support group for lesbian mommies and wannabe 
mommies in Rochester and surrounding areas. 
Subscribe: RochesterGayMoms-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com.
Catholic Charities Community Services 
1099 Jay Street, Building J  (585) 339-9800, 
www.ccsrochester.org . Offers: Families in Tran-
sition services for HIV positive parents with small 
children, short term/long term housing assis-
tance, employment services, supportive case 
management, health education and behavioral 
health education and peer navigation for sub-
stance abuse linkages.
Lesbian & Gay Family Building Project
Headquartered in Binghamton and with a pres-
ence throughout Upstate NY, the Project is dedi-
cated to helping LGBTQ people achieve their 
goals of building and sustaining healthy families. 
Claudia Stallman, Project Director, 124 Front St., 
Binghamton, NY 13905; 607-724-4308; e-mail: 
LesGayFamBldg@aol.com. Web: www.PrideAnd-
JoyFamilies.org.
Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG)
PFLAG’s threefold mission: supporting parents 
and family members in coming out process; edu-
cating the community; advocating on behalf of 
LGBT family members. rochesterepflag@gmail.
com; 585-993-3297.
Adoptive Parent Support Group
Monthly potluck lunches. For information, loca-
tion, call Shari, 350-2529.
Angel Food Ministry
Box of fresh/frozen food for $30 in advance. 
Menu changes monthly. For information and dis-
tribution sites, call 585 861-4815. 

HIV/AIDS
Free testing for HIV exposure 
is available from New York State Department of 
Health: call Rochester Area Regional Hotline at 
(585) 423-8081, or 1 800 962-5063. Deaf or 
hearing impaired people should call (585) 423-
8021 (TDD.) Available from NY Dept. of Health: 
HIV and STD resource testing site. Rapid testing 
in only 10 minutes. STD testing provided by Bulls-
head Clinic, 855 W. Main St., Rochester. Contact: 
Narissa @ Rochester hotline.
Volunteer Legal Services Project 
(585) 232-3051; www.vlsprochester.org. 1 West 
Main St., Suite 500 Rochester, NY 14614. Free 
legal services for low-income HIV positive clients. 
No criminal cases. Appointments are scheduled 
at area medical provider locations or by calling 
295-5708.

Trillium Health
Trillium Health is the leading provider of HIV/
AIDS services in Rochester and the Finger Lakes. 
On-site services include HIV testing and limited 
STD screenings, Primary and HIV Specialty Medi-
cal Care, Pharmacy, and many more. Satellite 
offices in Geneva and Bath. Trillium Health is also 
a leader in providing services and education to 
members of the LGBT community. Contact Infor-
mation: Website: www.trilliumhealthny.org. Main 
Office: 259 Monroe Ave., Rochester, NY 14607; 
Main Phone: 585-545-7200,  Health Services 
After Hours: 585-258-3363; Case Management 
After Hours (Lifeline): 585-275-5151; Fax: 585-
244-6456. Finger Lakes Office: 605 W. Wash-
ington St., Geneva, NY 14456, 315-781-6303. 
Southern Tier Office: 122 Liberty St. Box 624, 
Bath, NY 14810 607-776-9166. The Health Out-
reach Project: 416 Central Ave., Rochester, NY 
14605; 585-454-5556.
Gay Alliance of the Genesee Valley 
Referrals to physicians and service agencies. 
(585) 244-8640; www.gayalliance.org.
Victory Alliance
University of Rochester Medical Center. One of 
several research sites worldwide that comprise 
the HIV Vaccine Trials Network. Rochester site 
conducts research vaccine studies sponsored 
by National Institutes of Health (NIH). 585-756-
2329; www.vaccineunit.org.
Threshold
At The Community Place, 145 Parsells Ave., third 
floor, 585-454-7530. Provides confidential HIV, 
STD testing and General Health Care, ages 12-25. 
Sliding fee scale, no one denied, most insuranc-
es accepted. Mon., Wed., Fri. 9am-5pm; Tues., 
Thurs., 9am-7pm; Sat. 10am-2pm. www.Thresh-
oldCenter.org
Center for Health and Behavioral Training 
of Monroe County
853 W. Main St., Rochester 14611. Collaboration 
of Monroe County Health Department and U.R. 
Provides year-round training in prevention and 
management of STDs, HIV, TB and related issues, 
such as domestic violence and case manage-
ment. (585)753-5382 v/tty.
Planned Parenthood of the Rochester/Syra-
cuse Region
114 University Ave., Rochester, NY 14605; Toll-
free Helpline: 1 866 600-6886. Offers confiden-
tial HIV testing and information. When you make 
your appointment, be sure to ask about our slid-
ing scale fees. No one is turned away for lack of 
ability to pay.
Rochester Area Task Force on AIDS 
A collection of agencies providing a multiplicity of 
resources and services to the upstate New York 
community. Their offices are located through the 
Finger Lakes Health Systems Agency, which also 
provides medical literature and newspaper clip-
pings, as well as demographic and statistical data 
for use in developing health care services. (585) 
461-3520.
The MOCHA Center of Rochester
Our mission is to improve health and wellness in 
communities of color. Youth drop-in center, HIV 
testing, peer education, support groups, computer 
lab, referral services and more. 189 N. Water St., 
lower level. (585) 420-1400.
Monroe County Health Department 
at 855 W. Main St., offers testing and counseling 
for HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases. 
(585) 753-5481. Hours: M-W 8:30-5:30; R: 
8:30-11 am; F 7:30-2:30.
Strong Memorial Hospital 
provides a complete range of HIV medical care, 
including access to experimental treatment pro-
tocols, and HIV testing. Also provides individual 
and group psychotherapy. Training of health care 
professionals also available. Infectious Disease 
Clinic, (585) 275-0526. Department of Psychia-
try, (585) 275-3379. AIDS Training Project, (585) 
275-5693.
Planned Parenthood of Rochester and 
Genesee Valley 
Offers testing and information (585) 546 2595.
Rural HIV testing
Anonymous and confidential, in Allegany, 
Livingston, Ontario, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, 
Wayne or Yates Counties, call 1 800 962-5063.
Action Front Center 
(Action for a Better Community.) Provides HIV, 
STD, viral hepatitis prevention counseling, risk 
reduction counseling. Tailored programs available 
to incarcerated, ex-offender individuals. Services 
for people living with HIV; case management, 
peer support groups, United Colors support group 
for MSM of color, educational groups, peer edu-
cator training and leadership development, multi-
cultural, bilingual staff. 33 Chestnut St., 2nd floor, 
Rochester 14604. Office hours M-F 8:30 am-5 
pm. 585-262-4330.

Anthony L. Jordan Health Center, Prevention 
and Primary Care.
HIV walk-in testing Tues. & Fri.; Hep C walk-inn 
treating Weds. & Fri; Meet clinician by appoint-
ment. 82 Holland St., Rochester 14605. 585-423-
2879; fax 585-423-2876. www,jordanhealth.org
CDC National STD and AIDS Hotline
1-800-CDC-INFO (800-232-4636) 24 hours 
a day. TTY service: 1-888-232-6348. E-mail 
address: cdcinfo@cdc.gov.
Fair Housing Enforcement Project 
of Monroe County
585-325-2500; 1-800-669-9777. Deals with 
housing discrimination on basis of race, orienta-
tion, HIV status, etc.
Public Interest Law Office of Rochester
1 W. Main St., Suites 200 & 300. Free legal ser-
vices to HIV positive persons, families. Span-
ish bilingual advocates available. All civil cases 
except divorce; no criminal cases. Ask to speak to 
someone in PILOR. 454-4060.
Westside Health Services 
Brown Square Health Center, 175 Lyell Ave. (254-
6480); Woodward health Center, 480 Genesee St. 
(436-3040). HIV/AIDS services, support, more.
McCree McCuller Wellness Center at Unity 
Health’s Connection Clinic
(585) 368-3506, 89 Genesee St., Bishop Kearney 
Bldg., 3rd floor. Full range of services, regardless 
of ability to pay. Caring, confidential and conve-
nient.
Geneva Community Health
601 W. Washington St., Geneva. Provides HIV 
testing, HIV specialty and primary care for resi-
dents of Ontario and surrounding counties. M, W, 
R, F 8am-8pm. 315-781-8448.

LGBT HEALTH 
Huther Doyle
Healthcare, chemical dependency treatment. 
585-325-5100; www.hutherdoyle.com
Trillium Health
See www.trilliumhealthny.org, www.everybodys-
good.com
LGBT Healthy Living: Veterans
Canandaigua VA, second and fourth Tuesdays, 
10-11am, Building One, 2nd floor, room 245. Matt 
Cokely 585-393-7115; Wanda Martinez 585-393-
8265 or 585-205-3360.
HCR Home Care
We provide a full multidisciplinary team consist-
ing of nursing, social work, physical, occupation-
al, and speech therapies as well as home health 
aides who have completed the eight-hour cultural 
competency program provided by the Gay Alli-
ance. For more information, contact us at 585-
272-1930 or visit us online at HCRhealth.com.
Gay Alliance of the Genesee Valley
See www.gayalliance.org Resource Directory 
under “Health” for Gay Alliance referrals to physi-
cians and service agencies.
CNY Youth Group Bi-Polar Support. 
Second Monday of every month. 315-428-9366.

TRANSGENDER
Trans Alliance of Greater Rochester (TAGR)
Support/educational group for gender variant 
people and allies. Last Saturday, 3-5:30pm, Open 
Arms MCC, 707 E. Main St.
Adult Families of Trans Youth (AFTY)
First Tuesdays, 5:30-6:30pm, Open Arms MCC, 
707 E. Main St.
Trans Lifeline
Hotline for transgender people experiencing cri-
sis. Staffed by transgender people for transgen-
der people. Trans Lifeline volunteers are ready to 
respond to whatever support needs callers might 
have. The Trans Lifeline number is (877) 565-
8860. Additional info is available at www.trans-
lifeline.org.
Empire Justice Center
Milo Primeaux, Esq., Hanna S. Cohn Equal Jus-
tice Fellow, Empire Justice Center, LGBT Rights 
Project, Telesca Center for Justice, 1 West Main 
Street, Suite 200, Rochester, NY  14614. (585) 
295-5721  Fax (585) 454-2518, mprimeaux@
empirejustice.org, www.empirejustice.org.
Volunteer Legal Services Project 
(585) 232-3051; www.vlsprochester.org.1 West 
Main St. Suite 500, Rochester, NY 14614. Free 
legal services for low-income clients seeking 
a name change. Other legal services for low-
income clients include family law issues, bank-
ruptcy, unemployment insurance hearings, wills 
and advance directive documents for clients with 
serious illnesses.
Gay Alliance Youth Gender Identity 
Support Group 
First Tuesdays 5:30-6:30 Center for Youth, 905 
Monroe Ave. Ages 13-18. 244-8640

Genesee Valley Gender Variants 
Thurs. 7-9pm, Equal Grounds, 750 South Ave. 
GVGenderVariants@yahoogroups.com
Guys’ Night Out
Trans* group, 1pm second Saturdays at 
Equal=Grounds, 750 South Ave. Transmen and 
those identifying with trans-masculine experience 
(including questioning individuals) welcome. Con-
versations range from topics regarding family life, 
personal experiences with regard to medically/
socially transitioning and how life is going in gen-
eral. Contact Adrian at abartholomeo@gmail.com.

WOMEN 
L.O.R.A Late Bloomers Group 
E-mail info@loragroup.org Website: www.lor-
agroup.org; L.O.R.A (Lesbians of Rochester & 
Allies). Coming out group for women of all ages 
and backgrounds! Last Thursdays in a safe pri-
vate location! Come share your story and listen 
to others share. We will have a variety of topics 
to discuss about coming out and special guest 
speakers from time to time. Group Facilitator: 
Cathie Timian email: ctimian@loragroup.org or 
call  585.313.3037
Highland Hospital Breast Imaging Center
500 Red Creek Drive, Rochester 14623; 585-
487-3341. Specializing in breast health, diag-
nostic breast imaging and treatment and 
mammography outreach and education.
Breast Cancer Coalition of Rochester 
840 University Ave.; 585-473-8177; www.bccr.
org; email: info@bccr.org. Breast Cancer Coali-
tion provides support services that include pro-
grams designed to help those coping with a 
recent breast cancer diagnosis and those coping 
with an advanced breast cancer diagnosis, such 
as the Advanced Breast Cancer Support Group 
to support women living with metastatic breast 
cancer. Information about breast cancer, lending 
library, a monthly educational program. All BCCR 
programs, support services free.
Center for Community Health
(585) 224-3050. Comprehensive breast cancer 
screening services for uninsured and underin-
sured women.
Elizabeth Wende Breast Clinic
170 Sawgrass Drive. 442-8432. Mammograms.
Self Help for Women with Breast or Ovarian 
Cancer (SHARE) 
Breast: 866-891-2392; Ovarian: 866-537-4273.
Willow Domestic Violence Center
232-7353; TTY 232-1741. Shelter (women only), 
counseling. Lesbians, gay men welcome.
Victim Resource Center of Wayne County
Newark N.Y. Hotline 800-456-1172; office 
(315)331-1171; fax (315)331-1189.
Mary Magdalene House
Women’s outreach center for HIV positive women 
and women at risk. 291 Lyell Ave. Open Mon-Fri. 
6:30-9:30pm.
Planned Parenthood of the Rochester/
Syracuse Region 
114 University Ave., Rochester, NY 14605; Toll-free 
Helpline: 1-866-600-6886. Planned Parenthood 
has led the way in providing high quality, affordable 
reproductive health care since 1916. All services 
are confidential. Accept most insurances; includ-
ing Medicaid. You may qualify for low- to no-cost 
family planning services. When you make your 
appointment, ask about our sliding scale fees. No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay. 
Women’s Shelter
YWCA, 175 N. Clinton Ave. 546-5820. 

YOUTH 
Gay Alliance Youth Group
Monthly Special Events until the move! 244-
8640; Ages 13-20. www.gayalliance.org. Check 
Facebook.com/GayAllianceYouth
Gay Alliance Youth Gender Identity 
Support Group 
First Tuesdays 5:30-6:30 Center for Youth, 905 
Monroe Ave., Ages 13-18. 244-8640 
Trevor Project
The Trevor Project offers 24/7 Lifeline with trained 
counselors, 1-866-488-7386; Trevor Chat, instant 
messaging; TrevorSpace online where youth can 
talk to each other, and Trevor Text, now in develop-
ment, with text trained counselors for support and 
crisis intervention. 
CNY Youth Group Bi-Polar Support. 
Second Monday of every month. 
315-428-9366. ■
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Ongoing Calendar
TUESDAYS
Narcotics Anonymous
6-7:30pm. AIDS and Recovery 1124 Culver Road 
(Covenant United Methodist Church) This is an 
NA meeting that is open to all addicts who have 
a desire to stop using. Although it is not specifi-
cally a gay-oriented meeting, it is welcoming to 
people of all sexual orientations and gender iden-
tities, as well as to anyone who is affected by HIV 
and AIDS.

WEDNESDAYS
New Freedom/New Happiness Group 
7pm. First Unitarian Church, 220 S. Winton Rd. 
Bus riders: Take the last #18 University bus to 
12 Corners. Use the stop just past the top of the 
hill at Hillside Ave. and before Highland Ave. Or 
take the #1 Park Ave. to the corner of East and 
Winton, then walk five minutes south (uphill) on 
Winton. This is an open discussion meeting. All 
issues – as they relate to our alcoholism/addic-
tion and recovery – are fair game.

FRIDAYS 
Gay Men’s
7:30pm. Immanuel Baptist Church, 815 Park Ave.
• Closed meeting, restricted to alcoholics and  
 addicts
• Men’s meeting
• Handicapped accessible
This is a round-robin discussion meeting. If you 
are shy about meeting people or speaking up in a 
group, you will find this meeting particularly warm 
and inviting because everyone gets their turn to 
speak (or pass). As a result, this meeting often 
runs long, so plan on more than the usual hour.

SATURDAYS 
Saturday Night Special
7pm. First Unitarian Church, 220 S. Winton Rd. 
Bus riders: The #18 University Ave. bus does not 
go by the church on weekend evenings. Take the 
#1 Park Ave. bus to the corner of East and Win-
ton, then walk five minutes south (uphill) on Win-
ton.
• Open meeting, all are welcome, “straight-
 friendly”
• Mixed men and women
• Handicapped accessible, take elevator to  
 basement
Meeting begins with a speaker, followed by open 
discussion.

SUNDAYS 
Step in the Right Direction
7:30-9pm. 1275 Spencerport Road (Trinity Alli-
ance Church) This is an NA meeting that is open 
to all addicts who have a desire to stop using. 
Although it is not specifically a gay-oriented 
meeting, it is welcoming to people of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities. Each week 
features a reading from NA literature, followed by 
discussion.
Rochester Gay Men
8pm. St. Luke/St. Simon’s Episcopal Church, 
17 S. Fitzhugh Street. Bus riders use the Fitzhugh 
Street stop on Main Street at the County Office 
Building and walk south one block.
• Closed meeting, restricted to alcoholics and  
 addicts
• Men’s meeting
• NOT handicapped accessible
Meeting begins with a speaker, followed by open 
discussion. ■

DAILY
Free confidential walk-in HIV testing
M/W 9am-5pm, T/Th 9am-7pm, F 9am-12:30pm  
Trillium Health 259 Monroe Ave. 585-545-7200

MONDAYS
LORA Coffee Social
Equal Grounds Coffee House 750 South Ave.
Monday evenings. 7 pm. Free parking around 
the back, free street parking, and also in the lot 
adjacent to the coffee shop. The LORA Women’s 
Group is open to everyone, all races, sexualities, 
and genders. For more info visit www.loragroup.
org or contact: Regina Altizer: reginaaltizer@
gmail.com
Rochester Lesbians Coffee Social
Equal Grounds, 750 South Ave. Free parking 
on street and Caroline St. Open and affirming 
group. Mondays, 7 pm. We are open to all races, 
sexualities and genders. For more info contact 
Regina Altizer at RochesterLesbians@gmail.com

Crystal Meth Anonymous Meeting
Every Monday 12-1pm. Huther Doyle, 360 East 
Ave., Rochester. Starting Monday Oct. 5.

Rochester Historical Bowling Society
7pm. Clover Lanes
Gay Alliance Library & Archives 
Reopens after move.
Born That Way
Formerly 3rd Presbyterian LGBT Support Group. 
First, 3rd Mondays, 7:30-9:30pm, 34 Meigs St. 
Carol, 482-3832 or Kaara, 654-7516.
Frontrunners/Frontwalkers
Mondays, 6pm, George Eastman House parking 
lot. www.rochesterfrontrunners.org.
Steps Beyond Stems 
Crack Support Group, Mondays, 7-8pm, 
289 Monroe Ave.

TUESDAYS
Lora Coffee Social
Equal Grounds Coffee House, 750 South Ave. 
Weekly on Tuesday evenings. 6:30pm – 8:30pm. 
Main table by counter. Free parking. LORA Wom-
en’s Group is open to everyone, all races, sexuali-
ties, and genders. www.loragroup.org or contact 
us via email: info@loragroup.org
The Social Grind 
10am-12noon and again 7:30-9pm at Equal 
Grounds, 750 South Ave. Email: DHutch457@aol.
com for information
Adult Families of Trans Youth (AFTY)
First Tuesdays, 5:30-6:30, Open Arms MCC Com-
munity Center, 707 E. Main St.

LGBT Healthy Living
Veterans support. Second, fourth Tuesdays, 
10-11am Canandaigua VA, bldg. 9, room 8, 
Library conference room. 585 463-2731, 585 
205-3360.
Testing Tuesdays at Trillium Health
FREE HIV Testing for everyone, STI/STD testing 
FREE for women and MSM. Trillium Health, 259 
Monroe Ave, 5-8 pm. 585-545-7200

Women’s Community Chorus 
Rehearsals each Tuesday, 6:30-9pm, Downtown 
United Pres. Church, 121 N. Fitzhugh Street. 234-
4441, www.therwcc.org
Gay Alliance Youth Gender Identity Support 
Group
5:30-6:30pm, Center for Youth, 905 Monroe Ave. 
Ages 13-20. 244-8640. Gay Alliance
SAGE Rochester
50+ Tuesdays and Thursdays, usually 10:30am at 
venues including Open Arms Community Center, 
707 E. Main St. 244-8640. (See page 31)

WEDNESDAYS 
Identity Group
The Identity Group is for LGBT identified individ-
uals who have a developmental disability diag-
nosis. The group meets Wednesdays 3-4 pm at 
ARC Health Services (2060 Brighton-Henrietta 
Townline Rd. 14623). The goal of the group is to 
provide a safe space to discuss identity issues, 
share personal experiences and increase self-
esteem. The group is facilitated by Delaina Fico. 
LMSW. For more information, please contact 
Delaina Fico at dfico@arcmonroe.org or  585-
271-0661 ext. 1552.
LORA Knitting Group
6:00pm, Equal Grounds Coffee House, 750 South 
Ave. L.O.R.A. Knitting group meets the 1st & 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month from  Equal Grounds 
Coffee House. Join Us! Bring your supplies and a 
sense of adventure! For more info visit www.lor-
agroup.org or Contact Kerry Cater: dressyfemme@
aol.com or email us at info@loragroup.org

Lifetime Care LGBT Bereavement 
Support Group 
For loss associated with any type of relationship. 
Meets 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of every month 
from 5:30-7pm at Center for Compassion and 
Healing (3111 Winton Rd S). No fee. Please call 
475-8800 for more details.

Gay Alliance Board of Directors 
Meets Third Wednesdays, 6pm, 
875 E. Main St. 244-8640
New Freedom New Happiness 
AA Gay meeting, 7pm, Unitarian Church, 
220 Winton Rd. Men and women. Open.
COAP Come Out and Play 
Wednesday game nights. 7-10pm. 
Equal=Grounds, 750 South Ave. coap.rochester@
gmail.com
Rochester Rams General Meeting
2nd Wednesdays, 7:30pm, Bachelor Forum, 670 
University Ave. www.rochesterrams.com
Positive Warriors
Wednesdays, 11:30am-12:30pm. Trillium Health, 
259 Monroe Ave.
Positive Divas
Wednesdays, 11:30am-12:30pm. Trillium Health, 
259 Monroe Ave.
Frontrunners/Frontwalkers
6pm, Eastman House parking lot. 
www.rochesterfrontrunners.org.
Gay Alliance Library & Archives 
Reopens after move.
Empire Bears
Every Wednesday. 6pm dinner at various venues. 
www.empirebears.com

THURSDAYS
Presbyterians for Lesbian and Gay Concerns 
6:30pm, first Thursday. Ralph, 271-7649
Pride at Work & AFL CIO
First Thursdays, 5:30pm. 1354 Buffalo Road, 
Rochester 14624, 426-0862.
GLOB&L (Gays & Lesbians of Bausch & Lomb) 
Meets every third Thursday in Area 67 conference 
room at the Optic Center. Voice mail: 338-8977
Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus
Downtown United Presbyterian Church, 
121 N. Fitzhugh St. 6:30-9pm, 423-0650
LORA Late Bloomers Group
4th/Last Thursday of the month. Coming out 
group for lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
women of all ages and backgrounds! Last Thurs-
day of each month in a safe private location. For 
more info visit: www.loragroup.org or contact 
Jessica Cohen at LGBTHealth@trilliumhealth.org 
or email us at info@loragroup.org
Out & Equal Second Thursdays
Social/business networking, 5:30-7:30pm. 
Changing venues. E-mail: fingerlakes@outand-
equal.org
Genesee Valley Gender Variants
7-9pm, Equal=Grounds, 750 South Ave. GV
GenderVariants@yahoogroups.com
SAGE Rochester
50+ Tuesdays and Thursdays, usually 10:30am at 
venues including Open Arms Community Center, 
707 E. Main St. 244-8640. (See page 31)

FRIDAYS
Gay Men’s AA meeting
Fridays, 7:30-8:30pm, Closed meeting. Emmanu-
el Baptist Church, 815 Park Ave.
Gay Alliance Youth
Monthly Special Events until move, 244-8640; 
Ages 13-20. youth@gayalliance.org. Check Face-
book.com/GayAllianceYouth
GLBTQI Motorcycle Group
Second Fridays, 5:30pm, Various locations. 
RochesterGLBTIQbikers@yahoo.com; 467-6456; 
bmdaniels@frontiernet.net.
Boyz Night Out
Drag king revue. First Fridays, The Firehouse 
Saloon, 814 S. Clinton Ave.
LORA GaYmes Night
Meets 4th Friday of the Month, 7-10pm, Equal 
Grounds Coffee House, 750 South Ave. Roch-
ester. Contact Person: Christine O’Reilly. Email: 
irishfemmerochester@yahoo.com. Phone: 
585.943.1320. More Info: www.loragroup.org. 
Events: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
L.O.R.A.14464/
Monthly LBTQ Womyns Bingo Night
Third Fridays, 7 pm, at Empire Bingo. Contact: 
Christine, IrishFemmeRochester@yahoo.com; 
585-943-1320 text/talk.

SATURDAYS
Rochester Rams Bar Night 
Third Saturdays, 8pm-2am, Bachelor Forum, 670 
University Ave. 271-6930
Sapphic Singles – Professional Women’s 
Group
http://www.meetup.com/Sapphic-Singles-Roch-
ester/. Contact: Patty: Email: pattyrdn11@gmail.
com. Phone: 585.223.6743. 3rd Saturday of each 
month. Monthly Dinner Socials for single profes-
sional women at various locations in and around 
Rochester NY area! Join us!

Trans Alliance of Greater Rochester 
Support/educational group for gender-variant 
people, allies. Last Saturdays, 3-5:30pm, Open 
Arms MCC, 707 E. Main St.
Frontrunners/Frontwalkers
9am, George Eastman House parking lot.www.
rochesterfrontrunners.org.
Guys Night Out
GNO, social group for transmen, now meets on 
the second Saturday of the month, @ 1pm @ 
Equal Grounds, 750 South Ave. 
Saturday Night Special Gay AA
7pm, Unitarian Church, 220 Winton Rd., S. Men 
and women. Open meeting.
Sophia’s Supper Club
First, third Saturdays, 25 Bernie Lane, 6:30 pm.
Men’s Cooking Group
Third, fourth Saturdays. 585-355-7664; mcgo-
frochester@aol.com. 

SUNDAYS
PFLAG (Parents Families & Friends of Lesbians 
And Gays)
585 993-3297; rochesterpflag@gmail.com.
Dignity-Integrity 
1st Sunday: 5pm Episcopal Eucharist with music; 
2nd Sunday: 5pm Roman Catholic Liturgy of the 
Word with music; 3rd Sunday: 5pm Episcopal 
Eucharist (quiet); 4th Sunday: 5pm Prayers to 
start the week, followed by potluck supper.
Open Arms Metropolitan Community Church 
707 E. Main St. Rochester, Services at: 10:30 am 
and 5:30 pm. 271-8478.
Gay Men’s Alcoholics Anonymous 
St. Luke’s/St. Simon Cyrene Church, 
17 S. Fitzhugh St. 8pm, 232-6720, Weekly. 
Closed meeting ■

Every week there are four regularly 
scheduled GLBTI AA and two inclusive 
NA meetings in Rochester.

ROCHESTER AA/NA 
MEETINGS

▼ Addiction ▼ Depression ▼ Trauma
▼ Anxiety ▼ Grief/Loss ▼ Relationships

Rocket to Change

▼ Weekly Bi/Gay  
 Men’s Therapy  
 Group

Licensed Psychologist
Certified Group Psychotherapist
25 Canterbury Road, Suite 313
Rochester, New York 14607
Phone: (585) 506-6096
E-mail: joerussopsyd@gmail.com

Joe Russo, Psy.D., CGP
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Classified Ads
 Classified ads are $5 for the first 30 words; each additional 10 words is 
another $1. We do not bill for classifieds, so please send or bring ad and pay-
ment to: The Empty Closet, 875 E. Main Street, Suite 500, Rochester, New York 
14605. 
 Paying by check: checks must be made out to Gay Alliance. The deadline 
is the 15th of the month, for the following month’s issue. We cannot accept ads 
over the phone. Pay when you place your ad. We will accept only ads accompa-
nied by name and phone number. Neither will be published, but we must be 
able to confirm placement. 
 The Empty Closet is not responsible for financial loss or physical injury that 
may result from any contact with an advertiser. Advertisers must use their own 
box number, voice mail, e-mail or phone number. No personal home addresses or 
names allowed. Classified ads are not published on The Empty Closet page of our 
website. However, each issue of the paper is reproduced online in its entirety.

November

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Children’s Ministry thriving at 

Open Arms Metropolitan Community 
Church for toddlers to ‘tweens. Join us 
for vibrant, inclusive, progressive worship 
on Sundays at 10:30 am, 707 E. Main St. 
info@openarmsmcc.org; (585) 271-8478.
SERVICES

Rochester’s Best Man to Man 
Rubdown. Unwind with this degreed, 
employed, fit, friendly, healthy, Italian 
GWM. Middle aged, 5’8”, 165 lbs., 32” 
waist, nonsmoker, d & d free, HIV nega-
tive. My 10-plus years experience guar-
antees your relaxation and satisfaction. 
Hotel visit, in call in my home or out call 
in your residence. Reasonable rates. Dis-
cretion appreciated and practiced. Don’t 
delay, call me today at 585-773-2410 (cell) 
or 585-235-6688 (home).

Handyman: Simple repairs or full ren-
ovations, no job is too large or small. Car-
pentry, Plumbing, Electrical, Interior & 
Exterior. 35 years experience. Call Alan & 
Bill 585-204-0632 or cell 304-517-6832.

Martin Ippolito master electrician. 
Electrical work, telephone jacks, cable TV, 
burglar alarm systems, paddle fans. 585-
266-6337.

TL’s Home Repair Service. Electric, 
plumbing, home remodeling. Cell: 585-
224-6279; office: 585-473-7205.

Wedding Space and clergy servic-
es available. Celebrate your  special day 
at Open Arms Metropolitan Commu-
nity Church, 707 E. Main St. info@

openarmsmcc.org (585) 271-8478.
Marriage in mind?  Private lake view 

home on Lake Ontario, 40 miles west 
of Rochester, available for weddings, 
including ceremony and reception. Non-
denomination officiant also available. 
Reasonable rates. Please contact Tony. 
Email: rtony13@aol.com or call 585 703 
3894. 
FOR RENT

“FOUR STORY GEM” HEART 
OF PARK AVE. 72 Edgerton St,  Roch-
ester NY 14607  (Park Ave). $1650 3br 
- 2400ft2.. Four-story row house off 
of historic Park Ave, across the street 
from coveted Francis Parker School #23. 
Kitchen brand new and spent over 15k 
on upgrades including brand new win-
dows, ceiling fans, recessed lighting, 
light fixtures, countertops, cabinets, 
etc. Bathroom includes new toilet, walk 
in powder room with new carpet, and 
new vanity.  Hardwood f loors through 
out, on-site laundry with washer dryer 
hook ups, plenty of storage space in 
huge basement, huge attic. Lots of natu-
ral light. Large front and back patios for 
entertaining guests. No smoking inside 
premises. neighbors are mostly home 
owners, quiet, respectful working pro-
fessionals. Attentive landlord. $1650/
month (trash, landscaping,) Tenants pay 
for gas & electric. Security Deposit is 
one months rent and is due on lease 
signing. To Schedule a Tour Please Text 
Henry 585-260-7578.

SUNDAY 1
Dignity Integrity. Episcopal Mass/

Healing Service, with music. 5 pm at 
St. Luke’s and St. Simon’s Church, 17 S. 
Fitzhugh St. Hotline at 585-234-5092; 
website at www.di-rochester.org/
TUESDAY 3

Election Day. Get OUT and vote!
SAGE hosts Cake Day and Cookie 

Making for the Vets, 11:30 am-2 pm, 
Open Arms MCC, 707 E. Main St.
SUNDAY 8

Dignity Integrity. Roman Catholic 
Liturgy of the Word, with music. 5 pm 
at St. Luke’s and St. Simon’s Church, 17 
S. Fitzhugh St. Hotline at 585-234-5092; 
website at www.di-rochester.org/
MONDAY 9

HHS LGBT Health and Human 
Services Needs Assessment town hall. 
Rochester Academy of Medicine, 1441 
East Ave. 7-9 pm.
THURSDAY 12

Out & Equal Second Thursdays net-
working. 5:30-7:30 pm. Various venues. 
Email fingerlakes@outandequal.org

FRIDAY 13
Gay Alliance Youth Special Event. 

Qnite Sex & Health Chat – the Holiday 
Edition. Pizza provided. Ages 13-20. 6:30-
7 pm, Center for Youth 905 Monroe Ave.
SUNDAY 15

Dignity Integrity. Episcopal Mass, 
quiet. 5 pm at St. Luke’s and St. Simon’s 
Church, 17 S. Fitzhugh St. Hotline at 585-
234-5092; website at www.di-rochester.org/

Miss Gay Rochester pageant. Harro 
East Ballroom. Doors open 6 pm, show 
starts at 7. Aggy Dune emcee; honoring 
Miss Gay Rochester Tasha Brooks. $15/20. 
Tickets at The Bachelor Forum, Tilt, 
Thomas Laurence Salon, Sharp Salon, 
Avenue Pub, or at the door. Information, 
table reservations: call Liza at 585-285-0119.
MONDAY 16

Empty Closet deadline for Dec.-Jan. 
issue. 244-9030; susanj@gayalliance.org.
TUESDAY 17

SAGE Rochester Eastman House 
Holiday Tour. Meet 900 East Ave., 
12:30 sharp. $12 senior admission. See 
the “Sweet Creations” gingerbread houses, 
view the fabulous decorated tabletop trees 

& wreaths for auction. Lunch on your 
own or at the Eastman House Cafe.
WEDNESDAY 18

Gay Alliance annual meeting, sneak 
preview of new space. 5:30-7 pm, 100 Col-
lege Ave. Light refreshments.
THURSDAY 19

“HIV/AIDS From the Beginning To 
the End: An Evening With Dr. Michael 
Gottlieb”. Talk by famed HIV pioneer 
physician. Panel of experts from the U of 
R will discuss new HIV/AIDS research 
and their mission. Sponsored by the Cen-
ter for AIDS Research and the Gay Alli-
ance. 5:30-7:30 p.m., at U of R Bloch 
Alumni and Advancement Center.
FRIDAY 20

Transgender Day of Remembrance 
events. Community Vigil, 8:30 am-6:30 
pm, Open Arms MCC, 707 E. Main St. 
Candle lighting ceremony, 5:30-6: 15 pm, 
Third Presbyterian Church, 4 Meigs St. 
Community Remembrance, Open Arms, 
6:30 pm.
SATURDAY 21

Community Thanksgiving Potluck, 
hosted by Open Arms MCC, SAGE & 
TAGR. 5:30-8 pm, Open Arms Commu-
nity Center, 707 E. Main St. Turkey and 
ham served; bring dish to share. RSVP to 
office.coord.oamcc@gmail.com or sign up 
in the Open Arms Community Center.

SUNDAY 23
Dignity Integrity. Roman Catholic 

Prayers to start the week, followed by 
pizza-making potluck. 5 pm at St. Luke’s 
and St. Simon’s Church, 17 S. Fitzhugh St. 
Hotline at 585-234-5092; website at www.
di-rochester.org/
THURSDAY 26

Thanksgiving
SUNDAY 30

Dignity Integrity. Catholic Service, 
with music. 5 pm at St. Luke’s and St. 
Simon’s Church, 17 S. Fitzhugh St. Hot-
line at 585-234-5092; website at www.di-
rochester.org/

SAGE Happy Hour, Trivia Night at 
140 Alex Bar & Grill, 140 Alexander St. 
Food and drink available for purchase. 8pm.
DECEMBER
MONDAY 1

World AIDS Day Concert 7 p.m., 
hosted by Third Presbyterian Church, 4 
Meigs St. Performers include Dangerous 
Signs, Thomas Warfield, Jimmie High-
smith Jr., many more. Tickets can be 
purchased online at https://worldaidsday-
2015rochester.eventbrite.com
THURSDAY 4

Gay Alliance Creating LGBTQ Inclu-
sive Schools training. 12-4 pm, Roch-
ester Red Cross, 50 Prince St. $50 per 
person/bring your own lunch. To regis-
ter:  Go to  www.gayalliance.org  and click 
on the slide.
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Bed & Breakfast
The Empty Closet is published 
by the Gay Alliance of the Genesee Valley 
875 E. Main Street, Suite 500 
Rochester, New York  14605
© 2015, All rights reserved.

Editor-in-Chief: Susan Jordan
Graphic Design: Jim Anderson
Ad Sales: Jennie Bowker (jennieb@gayalliance.org)

Advertising policy: 
The Empty Closet does not print advertisements that 
contain nude drawings or photographs, nor does it print 
advertising that states that the person pictured in the ad is 
for sale, or that you will “get” that particular person if you 
patronize the establishment advertised. Advertisements that 
are explicitly racist, sexist, ageist, ableist or homophobic 
will be refused; advertisements from organizations that are 
sexist, racist, ageist, ableist or anti-gay will also be refused. 
All political advertisements must contain information about 
who placed them and a method of contact. Additionally, The 
Empty Closet does not print negative or “attack” advertise-
ments, whether they relate to a product or politics and no 
matter in whose interest the ad is being produced. A nega-
tive advertisement is defined as one that focuses upon a 
rival product, or in the political area, a rival election candi-
date or party, in order to point out supposed flaws and to 
persuade the public not to buy it (or vote for him or her). The 
Empty Closet maintains, within legal boundaries, neutrality 
regarding products, political candidates and parties. How-
ever, “attack” ads that fail to provide undisputable evidence 
that the information in the ad is true do not further in any way 
the objectives and policies of the Gay Alliance or The Empty 
Closet, including the primary tenet that The Empty Closet’s 
purpose is to inform the Rochester gay community and to 
provide an impartial forum for ideas.

Submissions: 
For publication, submit news items, ads, photos, letters, sto-
ries, poetry, ads, photographs or art by mail or in person to 
The Empty Closet office by the 15th of the month. Design 
services for non-camera ready ads are available for a fee. 
244-9030, susanj@gayalliance.org

Publication Information: 
The Empty Closet is published 11 times a year (December 
and January combined) by The Empty Closet Press for the 
Gay Alliance of the Genesee Valley, Inc. Approximately 5000 
copies of each issue are distributed during the first week of 
the month, some by mail in a plain sealed envelope. The 
publication of the name or photograph of any person or 
organization in articles is not an indication of the sexual or 
affectional orientation of that person or the members of that 
organization. For further information, please write to The 
Empty Closet, 875 E. Main St., Rochester NY. 14605, call 
(585) 244-9030 or e-mail emptycloset@gagv.us.
 The Empty Closet is the official publication of the Gay Alli-
ance of the Genesee Valley, Inc., as stated in the bylaws of 
that organization. Its purpose is to inform the Rochester gay 
community about local and national gay-related news and 
events; to provide a forum for ideas and creative work from 
the local gay community; to help promote leadership within 
the community, and to be a part of a national network of 
lesbian and gay publications that exchange ideas and seek 
to educate.
 Part of our purpose is to maintain a middle position with 
respect to the entire community. We must be careful to 
present all viewpoints in a way that takes into consideration 
the views of all – women, men, people of color, young and 
old, and those from various walks of life.
 The opinions of columnists, editorial writers and other 
contributing writers are their own and do not necessarily 
reflect the collective attitude of the Gay Alliance of the Gen-
esee Valley or The Empty Closet. The Empty Closet shall not 
be liable for any loss or expense that results from the publi-
cation (whether correctly or incorrectly) or omission of an ad. 
In the event of non-payment, your account may be assigned 
to a collection agency or an attorney, and will be liable for the 
charges paid by us to such collection agency or attorney.

Letters to the editor:
The opinions of columnists, editorial writers and other con-
tributing writers are their own and do not necessarily reflect 
the collective attitude of the Gay Alliance of the Genesee 
Valley or The Empty Closet. We will print letters at the edi-
tor’s discretion and on a space available basis. Only one let-
ter by the same writer in a six-month period is allowed. We 
will not print personal attacks on individuals, nor will we be a 
forum for ongoing disputes between individuals. We reserve 
the right to edit for space and clarity. We will print anony-
mous letters if the name and phone number are provided 
to the Editor; confidentiality will be respected. Submissions 
are due by the 15th of the month at: The Empty Closet, 875 
E. Main Street, Suite 500, Rochester, NY 14605; e-mail: 
emptycloset@gagv.us. The online edition of EC is available 
at www.gayalliance.org.

The Gay Alliance on-line Resource Directory
The online community tool – providing local, state 
and national resources... twenty-four, seven! 
www.gayalliance.org

ON GARD
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